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It is unanimous—Town will spend $26.5 million for new Civic Centre 
Council has unanimously approved the con-
struction of a new, stand-alone $26.5 mil-
lion Georgina administration building to be 
located somewhere on the current Civic 
Centre property.  
The decision was made during a March 7 
council meeting after a special council 
meeting was held on Friday, March 2. The 
March 2 meeting was billed a Council Edu-
cation and Information session and dealt 
strictly with two major construction pro-
jects—the new Civic Centre and the Multi 
Use Recreational Complex for south Kes-
wick.  
Marc Pourvahidi, the new Executive Direc-
tor of Capital Initiatives, led the discussions 
and presented a staff report recommending 
the new stand-alone option versus the op-
tion of renovating and expanding the cur-
rent building.  
The rationale and justification for the Civic 
Centre project was detailed in a 2016 
Building Condition and Review which led 
council to acknowledge a need for a larger 
and more efficient/upgraded Civic Centre. 
Issues with the current building include 
insufficient space together with health and 
safety risks associated with air quality and 
mould.  
Preliminary cost estimates in 2016 sug-
gested the renovation/expansion option 
could cost approximately $17.6 million 
whereas the projected cost for a new build 
at that time was $21.6. However, when Mr. 
Pourvahidi discussed the current budget for 

the Civic Centre project, he reported a re-
vised budget of $26.5 million for a stand-
alone new building.  
All members of council felt there were too 
many financial risks pertaining to the reno-
vation of the current structure based on the 
unknowns associated with its age and state 
of repair.  
Regional Councillor Naomi Davison com-
pared the decision to construct a new build-
ing to the decision to purchase a new car.  
“There comes a point when you just can’t 
repair it anymore to do what you need it to 
do,” she said adding, the current building 
has served its purpose.  
Ward 5 Councillor Dave Harding was par-
ticularly passionate about supporting a new 
building.  
“I am glad to see a recommendation com-
ing forward from staff to actually start a 
new construction,” he said. “The age of this 
building is 60 years old and if you stop and 
think about some of the stuff they put in 
products 60 years ago—even some of these 
bricks could have asbestos in them.”  
The consultants who submitted the original 
2016 report on the Civic Centre suggested 
45,000 sq. ft. of space would be required 
for the new building. However, according 
to Mr. Pourvahidi, the space requirements 
will probably be adjusted as the details of 
the design begin to take shape.  
“The referenced space estimation was cal-
culated based on the industry standards and 
while it provides a great starting point, must 

be validated after going through a proper 
functional design and a full needs assess-
ment,” he said.  
When considering both options, council 
was reminded that should the retrofit of the 
current building plus an addition be the 
preferred option, staff would need to secure 
approximately 28,000 sq. ft. of “swing 
space” somewhere in Georgina to accom-
modate the Civic Centre operations during 
the renovation. 
 

The Multi Use Recreation Complex 
The special council meeting held on March 
2, also focused on a 2018 work plan that 
will move the peanut forward on the con-
struction of a Multi-Use Recreation Com-
plex (MURC) in south Keswick.  
Mr. Pourvahidi  updated council on the 
plans for the 75,279 sq. ft. MURC. The 
design will include a multi-tank aquatics 
facility, a double gymnasium with walking 
track, dedicated senior and youth lounges, 
multi-use program and meeting rooms to-
gether with an activity studio.  
The 2018 work plan for this project will 
result in the acquisition of seven hectares of 
land sometime this spring, the hiring of a 
Project Manager and the retention of an ar-
chitectural firm who can produce a concept 
design. A business plan will also be devel-
oped in 2018.  
As council reviewed the work plan for the 
MURC, questions were raised with respect 
to timing and when the project could get  
Continued on page 4... 
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I attended the March 2 council 
meeting where the only two 
items on the agenda were the 
proposed Multi-Use Recreation 
Complex (MURC) and the new 
Civic Centre.  
Both of these projects are on the 
grid to be completed in 2020.  
The MURC is a 75,279 sq. ft. 
recreational complex to be lo-
cated in the south end of Kes-
wick and will include such 
amenities as a pool, a double 
gymnasium, an elevated running 
track, dedicated seniors’ and 
youth lounges, a library branch, 
programming and meeting 
rooms. The cost is expected to 
be around $32 million.  
As far as the new Civic Centre is 
concerned, council members 
unanimously agreed that it will 
be a new build somewhere on 
the property where the current 
building is located on Civic Cen-
tre Road. The cost of this new 
facility is expected to come in at 
around $26.5 million.  
I’ve spoken to a lot of residents 
about these two projects and 
most people ask me: 1. Why are 
we building such a huge recrea-
tion complex instead of just a 
pool?; and 2. What is wrong 
with the Civic Centre we have 
now?    
The decision to move forward 
with them is based on recom-
mendations from consultants’ 
reports. The MURC was recom-
mended in 2014 in a Recreation 
Facility Needs Study and the 
new Civic Centre was recom-
mended in a 2016 study called 
the Strategic Accommodations 
Options Plan for the Georgina 
Civic Centre.  
Should you happen to read these 
studies you will see the justifica-
tion for both projects.  
However, it seems to me the 
public has never been consulted 
in a forum where they could 
openly debate the rationale and 
justification for these projects.  
I heard on March 2 that there 
will be opportunities for the pub-
lic to weigh in on these projects 
after several million dollars have 
been spent to hire a project man-
ager and architects to produce 
concept designs. The key word 
here is “after”.  

In my opinion, there should have 
been a town-hall type meeting 
where residents could be pre-
sented with the justification for 
these projects and be given an 
opportunity to weigh in with 
their thoughts and opinions. And 
that should have happened be-
fore the decision was made to go 
forward.  
But that didn’t happen and now, 
without you really understanding 
why, we are going to spend 
close to $60 million to build 
these two new facilities.  
And here is something else you 
should probably know, (and if 
there had been a public town 
hall meeting you may have 
found this out), but of the $32 
million price tag for the MURC, 
90 per cent of that will be picked 
up by development charges paid 
by developers. Only 10 per cent 
of the construction costs will be 
on the shoulders of taxpayers. 
But don’t forget that once the 
MURC is built, we will be on 
the hook for all of the costs of 
operations that aren’t covered by 
revenues.  
In the case of the Civic Centre, 
the taxpayer will be expected to 
pick up the entire bill.  
I believe a pre-emptive public 
town hall meeting could easily 
have answered the question, 
“Why are we doing this?”  
 

Karen Wolfe, Editor 
 
 
 
 

Residents need to know “why” 
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Missing man from  
Keswick located 
After conducting an exhaustive 
search for a 33-year old Kes-
wick man who went missing 
from his  home on February 28, 
York Regional Police located 
the body of Tyler Cooper under 
the ice in the area of Pasadena 
Marina on Thursday, March 1.  
His death is not considered sus-
picious.  
 
Charges laid in 2017  
double fatal collision  
Evan Little, 26 of Omemee has 
been charged with dangerous 
driving causing death in con-
nection with a double fatal col-
lision on Ravenshoe Rd. last 
September.  
York Regional Police re-
sponded to the seven-vehicle 
accident on September 19 when 
two elderly occupants of a 
Hyundai were pronounced de-
ceased at the scene.  
Mr. Little was transported to 
hospital with critical injuries 
and has since recovered. He 
was charged on February 20 
and will appear before the On-
tario Court of Justice in New-
market on March 14.  
 
YRP set wheels in motion for 
new Jackson’s Point marine 
unit headquarters 
York Regional Police (YRP) 
have submitted a demolition 
permit application and a site 
plan application to the Town of 
Georgina to push forward their 
plans to build an $8 million, 

8,600 sq. ft. marine headquar-
ters facility at Jackson’s Point 
Harbour.  
YRP purchased part of the for-
mer Bonnie Boats property in 
2017 and will need to demolish 
the storage/warehouse building, 
two metal boathouse and bridge 
structures located on the prop-
erty before construction can 
begin.  
In September of 2017, the prop-
erty was placed on the Town’s 
Heritage Registry and as a re-
sult, a notice of demolition 
must be approved by council.  
YRP included an Interpretive 
Strategy and Implementation 
Plan for the property which 
recommends various methods 
to capture the cultural and heri-
tage significance associated 
with the area.  
YRP also advised the Town 
that due to the need to adhere to 
the Ministry of Natural Re-
sources’ timeline for in-water 
work, the demolition must take 
place prior to March 15. The 
demolition is scheduled to oc-
cur over a one-week period and 
construction of the marine unit 
is expected to be completed by 
the fall of 2018.  
At a February 28 council meet-
ing, the Town approved the 
demolition of the structures and 
requested the Georgina Heri-
tage Committee to review and 
provide input on the Interpre-
tive Strategy and Implementa-
tion Plan before March 31, 
2018.  
 

York Regional Police news  
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Coming soon...new Civic Centre and MURC 
Continued from page 1.  
underway.  
Regional Councillor and Deputy 
Mayor Naomi Davison, who 
chaired the March 2  meeting in 
the absence of Mayor Quirk, 
was concerned about rising 
costs going forward and she 
cautioned about delaying the 
project unnecessarily.  
“Every time we see costs, it 
says 2018 and that tells us the 
longer we wait, the more it is 
going to cost to build. And I am 
wondering if we should con-
sider building as soon as possi-
ble to realize the savings.”  
The timeline in the work plan 
demonstrated that the concept 
design would be completed in 
2018 with the detailed design 
being presented to council in 
2019. As a result, the project 
would be shovel ready by 2020 
council was told.  
However, Mr. Pourvahidi sug-
gested the timelines could be 
tightened up at council’s discre-
tion.  
“Potentially the detailed concept 

design could be ready by the 
summer of 2019 and construc-
tion could start shortly after,” he 
said.  
Georgina’s development 
charges by-law allows the Town 
to collect fees from developers 
to help pay for the new MURC. 
According to Mr. Pourvahidi 
development charges (DCs) will 
support 90 per cent of the costs 
to build the MURC. However, 
the Town will need to borrow 
the money until the DCs on 
future residential builds can be 
collected. The costs for the new 
Civic Centre will be supported 
through the tax levy.  
When asked by council mem-
bers about consulting with the 
public for the MURC, Mr. Pour-
vahidi responded by saying the 
MURC is going to have a sig-
nificant amount of public con-
sultation. “But to start that con-
versation we need some kind of 
a concept plan to put before the 
members of the public so they 
have an idea of what we are 
looking at,” he said.  



Georgina council has passed a resolution 
to spend $80,000 for a study that will 
hopefully come up with a solution for 
the problems residents complain are 
caused by the sharing economy—
specifically short-term rental accommo-
dation.  
The report put before council on Febru-
ary 28 detailed a work plan by consultant 
Mike Smith that would lead to recom-
mendations that could be implemented 
for the 2019 short-term rental season.  
But for Keswick resident Susan Jagmi-
nas, going through another season facing 
the turmoil caused by rowdy vacationers 
next door is unacceptable—especially 
when she believes the answers have al-
ready been found in other communities 
wrestling with the same problem.  
“With these researched and implemented 
examples at hand, I am hard pressed to 
understand why we need to spend sixty 
to eightt thousand dollars to find a differ-
ent solution,” she said. “I guess I am 
wondering what’s so unique about this 
community that we need to reinvent the 
wheel?”  
Ms. Jagminas cited the by-laws and 
regulations which have already been set 
up to restrict short-term rentals in the 
cities of Toronto and Vancouver.  
“I am here today to ask you to follow 
Toronto and Vancouver’s lead...to take 
the clear and established path that these 
other cities have,” she said, reminding 
council that “these short term rentals are 
disrupting the quality of life for your 
residents.”  
Jackson’s Point resident Steve Jacobson 
also addressed council and was con-
cerned that the proposed study would not 
provide any relief for the upcoming sea-
son.  
In the interim, he suggested a “hot-line” 
be available to residents and any offend-
ing party be served with an escalating 
scale of fines up to $5,000.00. He also 
endorsed the idea of sending warning 
letters to landlords and owners. “I think 
this really has merit especially when the 
fines are included. Just the knowledge 
that your property is on alert and people 
are watching is enough for you to stop 
doing what you are doing.” 
The current fee for noise violations is 
$180.00.  
In Mr. Smith’s report he suggested a 
combination of zoning and licensing by-

laws, together with appropriate levels of 
by-law enforcement would address short
-term rental accommodations as long as 
they were in compliance with a list of 
imposed regulations. Registration and 
mandatory licensing may require the 
landowner to verify there is sufficient 
parking spaces, adequate services, safe 
living conditions with respect to fire 
code measures and not negatively im-
pacting or impairing the quiet enjoyment 
of neighbours.  
The work plan detailed the establishment 
of a technical advisory committee and 
conducting research and consultation 
with several other municipalities who are 
facing similar impacts of short-term 
rental accommodations.  
A previous idea discussed at the meeting 
involved the implementation of an in-
terim control by-law (ICB) which would 
prohibit the use of properties for short-
term rental accommodation. But staff 
commented that an appeal could take up 
to a year or longer and it was felt an ICB 
would not help to shorten the timeline to 
find a permanent solution.  
CAO Winanne Grant 
addressed Ms. Jagmi-
nas’ request to follow 
the path of other mu-
nicipalities who have 
figured out how to 
manage short-term 
rentals by saying the 
historical zoning situa-
tion in Georgina re-
quires those historical 
land uses to be ac-
knowledged.  “Despite 
the fact that this is a 
common issue across 
other municipalities it 
still needs a specific, 
customized solution for 
Georgina,” she said.  
For the upcoming sea-
son, council requested 
additional information 
from staff on plans for 
increased enforcement 
by the by-laws depart-
ment and how residents 
can lodge complaints. 
According to Ms. 
Grant, that information 
will be communicated 
at a later date.  
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Council endorsed study to recommend  
solutions for short-term rental accommodation 
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The Ontario Water Centre 
(OWC), the lessee in an agree-
ment that permits them to op-
erate the Clear Water Farm on 
the former Reed Farm owned 
by the Town of Georgina, has 
asked the Town to renegotiate 
the terms of their lease.  
The OWC has submitted a 
2018 Work Plan which will 
require more land than they 
currently lease. In addition, 
they have asked the Town to 
extend their lease to 30 years.  
In 2015 the Clear Water Farm 

was established on the Lake 
Dr. farm and the OWC signed 
a lease to rent 6.5 acres for 
five years. As compensation, 
the OWC would pay the an-
nual taxes on the property and 
insurance costs. The lease was 
renewable for three additional 
five year terms provided a 
number of conditions around 
full-time employment and 
economic stimulation were 
satisfied. The balance of the 
farm, approximately 26 acres, 
was leased to a farmer.  
In 2016, the Town agreed to 
add the 2.5 acre homestead 
property to the OWC lease 
giving them a total of nine 
acres.  
In 2017 another portion of the 
farmland was sectioned off to 
allow the OWC to open a 
roadway from Metro Road 
into the farm. It was opened in 

October 2017 and is called 
Canada 150 Lane.  
In a proposal to council on 
November 8, 2017, the On-
tario Water Centre asked 
council to include the remain-
der of the former Reed prop-
erty farm in the lease at the 
end of the farmer’s agreement 
with the Town. They also re-
quested the term of the lease 
be extended by 30 years sub-
ject to the OWC securing at 
least $3 million in additional 
financing to build out the 

Clear Water Farm campus 
within five years.  
Their plans for the property 
include a commercial green-
house operation and innova-
tive dormitories for interns. 
The OWC is also currently in 
discussion with the Georgina 
Arts Centre and the Chippe-
was of Georgina Island to in-
vestigate the potential for a 
partnership that could accom-
modate the relocation of the 
Arts Centre.  
The 2018 work plan presented 
to council on March 8 includes 
the raising of a new barn to 
replace the 180-year old struc-
ture that was destroyed by fire.  
The installation of a bio-
digester, start-up of the green-
house cultivation, a mobile 
chicken coop and summer 
camps for children were ac-
tivities also included.   

Ontario Water Centre workplan  

The schematic was presented to the Town in support of the 
OWC’s bid to increase its lease holdings at the Clear Water 
Farm to include the entire 35 acre former Reed Farm prop-
erty on Lake Drive.  

Canada 150 Lane 
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The Pefferlaw Post (at the time) first pub-
lished an article on September 10, 2008 on 
the Goodyear Farm just north of Beaver-
ton. Residents were concerned about water 
taking from Lake Simcoe for irrigation 
purposes and also concerned about con-
taminant run-off back into Lake Simcoe. 

I am part of a group of residents in Bea-
verton who have been complaining about 
this since 2011 as we continue to get sedi-
ment and nutrient spills off this farm, the 
most recent being Feb 25, 2018 following 
the rain and warm weather just prior to 
that.  
We have a serious ongoing unresolved 
flow of contamination going into the Bea-
verton area of the lake.  
Last year’s big rainfall event on June 24, 
2017 saw the bay between the Beaverton 
Pier and the mouth of the Trent Canal be-
come a large brown plume of sediment 
and nutrients for approximately 5 weeks, 
making it unavailable for swimming, clog-
ging water intakes, and creating significant 
angst amongst some of us as we have been 
raising this issue since 2011.  
This year the aftermath of the rainfall / 
runoff event that started around Family 
Day on Feb 19, 2018 caused another major 
sediment and nutrient runoff via the tribu-
taries and ditches draining the farm land 
east of both Mara Road and Shoreline 
Road between Concessions 7 and 9. The 
run-off continued unabated for at least 6 
days until Feb 25, 2018 when we last 
checked. Remarkably, other water sources 
… the Trent Canal, Talbot River, White’s 
Creek, and Beaver River were all flowing 

Letter to the Editor  

Dear Karen, 
On May 2, 2017 the DG Group submitted 
a new application to the Lake Simcoe 
Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA) 
for permission to destroy the Paradise 
Beach-Island Grove Provincially Signifi-
cant Wetland (PSW) in the North Gwil-
limbury Forest, by building a 1,073 unit 
subdivision on it. 
This application should have been denied 
months ago for the following reasons: 
• The Conservation Authorities Act and 
the LSRCA’s revised and updated Guide-
lines prohibit the building of subdivisions 
on PSWs; and 
• The LSRCA’s revised and updated 
Guidelines require it to complete its re-
view of applications within 30 to 90 days. 
So why has the LSRCA failed to fulfill its 
statutory mandate to protect Lake Simcoe 
and its watershed?   
We know that the LSRCA’s Chair, Geoff 
Dawe, and some board members strongly 
favour a development approvals swap that 
would allow the DG Group to move its 
Maple Lake Estates subdivision plan to 
prime farmland in the Greenbelt.   They 
regularly insist that this swap is the only 
way to save the wetland despite the clear 
evidence that the LSRCA is legally 

obliged to deny the wetland destruction 
permit, meaning there is no need for the 
swap. 
But what is also true is that the DG Group 
would receive a multi-million dollar wind-
fall profit if it is allowed to build a subdi-
vision on prime farmlands in the Green-
belt’s Protected Countryside between 
Deer Park and Boyers Roads. 
Despite the LSRCA’s efforts on behalf of 
the DG Group, the current provincial gov-
ernment has already  turned down the de-
velopment approvals swap option and has 
ignored the Chair’s personal appeals to 
have it reconsidered. 
So it is hard not to suspect that the 
LSRCA’s delay is all about waiting for a 
change of government in the hope of get-
ting its favoured swap option reconsidered 
and approved.   This is obviously not how 
a public agency should behave, but it ap-
pears to be the case here in the absence of 
any other explanation – or action – from 
the LSRCA. 
Yours sincerely, 
Jack Gibbons 
Chair, North Gwillimbury Forest Alli-
ance 
Roches Point 

relatively clearly, albeit with ice jams on 
the latter two. See the attached picture 
showing dirty farm run-off draining di-
rectly into the road ditch along Conces-
sion 9 and unbated into the lake. 
Our observations are consistent with the 
message from the Environmental Com-
missioner Diane Saxe in a report last June 
2017. She says that the government needs 
to tackle the run-off coming from farms. 
She focused in on the phosphorus con-
tamination in Lake Erie and Lake Simcoe, 
indicating only 12% of the problem is 
coming from “point sources” such as sew-
ers and septic tanks, while the other 88% 
of the problem is coming from non-point 
sources (farms and other sources).  
A look at the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan 
(LSPP) results shows the same thing. The 
LSPP came into effect in 2009 and was 
put in place to protect and restore the 
health of the lake. A long-term phospho-
rus level of 44 tons per year into the lake 
is a key element of the plan. This is the 
level that reportedly keeps weed growth 

and dissolved oxygen at appropriate levels 
and supports a healthy lake. Despite all 
the work and efforts to reduce phosphorus 
levels, the latest three-year report ending 
in 2015 indicates the phosphorus levels at 
86, 101, and 71 tons per year respectively 
and are some of the highest over the last 
15 years. Despite all the effort and money 
being spent there is no trend getting us to 
44. It is clear the plan needs adjustment. 
It’s time (actually way past time) to ad-
dress the run-off from farms. 
More people need to speak up on this is-
sue! Make sure you report run-off spills to 
the spill hotline (1-800-268-6060). Make 
sure you ask your preferred candidate in 
the upcoming Ontario election what he or 
she is going to do to reduce farm run-off 
into Lake Simcoe so that we can all look 
towards enjoying a clean and healthy lake. 
Make sure you take an interest in this is-
sue … Lake Simcoe is a valuable resource 
we don’t want to lose. 
 

Kevin Thompson  
Beaverton 

Letter to the Editor 
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With heartfelt sorrow and 
sadness we say goodbye to a 
brave young cancer patient 
whose courage and persever-
ance earned her the reputation 
of “Super Girl”.  
Jayden Schill, 15, passed 
away on March 6, 2018.  
Jayden was a nine-time survi-
vor of brain cancer and was 

considered the 
most radiated child 
in Canada after 
undergoing eight 
brain surgeries and 
123 rounds of ra-
diation.  
She was first diag-
nosed at the age of 
five with Ependy-
moma and was 
awe-inspiring with 
her “never give 
up” optimism.  
She became the 
face of Sick Chil-
dren’s Hospital 
when she was cho-

sen as the patient ambassador 
and was featured in their ads 
for a fundraising campaign.  
In the above photo, the Super 
Girl is addressing the crowd at 
the Georgina Terry Fox Run.  
Our sincere sympathies and 
profound condolences go out 
to Jayden’s family and her 
many friends.  

Construction now underway for ice-pad 

Construction of the new Pef-
ferlaw ice-pad roof and picnic 
shelter got underway this week 
and is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of the month.  
A Canada 150 Infrastructure 
grant for $315,000, approved 
in 2015, will help offset the 
construction costs of approxi-
mately $1 million.  
The roof will not enclose the 
80 ft. by 180 ft. ice pad but 
instead is designed to protect 

the surface from the elements 
to extend the skating season. 
The attached picnic shelter was 
commissioned after it was 
learned that the existing 
wooden structure could not be 
incorporated into the design of 
the ice pad roof.  
A temporary skating surface 
was installed on the property to 
serve residents this winter 
while the roof was under con-
struction.  
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Temporary location for fire station  

A short-term lease agreement be-
tween the Town of Georgina and 
the owner of Have Bus Will Travel 
in Pefferlaw was approved by 
council on March 7. The Have Bus 
Will Travel location on 
Pefferlaw Road will be 
a temporary location 
for the apparatus and 
volunteers during the 
construction of the new 
fire station. 
The lease will require 
the Town to pay $2,750 
monthly for use of the 
1,550 sq. ft. existing garage located 
at 536 Pefferlaw Road. The loca-
tion also provides parking space for 
volunteers to respond in their vehi-
cles and change clothing when re-
sponding to emergency incidents. 
Utilities including hydro, gas and 
telephone will be paid separately 
and billed directly to the Georgina 
Fire and Rescue Services.  
The term of the lease runs from 

May 1, 2018 until May 31, 2019 or 
as may be extended on a monthly 
basis dependent upon the construc-
tion of the new hall.  
The new $3 million fire station was 

approved by council in 2017 and 
will incorporate the use of the for-
mer Cooke’s United Church.  
The Pefferlaw Fire Hall supports a 
volunteer fire crew of 20 people 
and three apparatus—a pumper, a 
rescue van and a tanker. The cur-
rent hall was built by the Pefferlaw 
Lions Club in 1960 and demolition 
will begin early this summer.  
 

Circle K brand comes to Virginia 

Local residents and members of Georgina council 
were on hand last month when the familiar Mac’s 
Milk convenience store on Highway 48 in Virginia 
was rebranded as a Circle K.  
The franchise is operated by Kathy and Mano Pour-
shian and is part of a corporate strategy to retire the 
57-year old Mac’s Convenience store brand and 
unite remaining locations under the Circle K banner.  
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Georgina Hospice hosted its Annual Curl for Care event at 
the Sutton Curling Club on Saturday, March 3 and welcomed 
24 curlers who went on the ice to help raise over $1,600 for 
Hospice programming. Pictured above are the organizers of 
the event, Laurie Knapp, Office Manager for Hospice, and 
Lynda Howes, Hospice Board member. Ms. Howes conducted 
a “Learn to Curl” session to introduce the game to those 
hitting the ice for the first time.  
Winners of the event were: Cora Kortko, John Taylor, Gail 
Lowe and John Swartz.  

(Above left) Keswick residents Lee Dale and Mike Waddington are served an “all you can eat” delicious spaghetti dinner by Ward 5 
Councillor David Harding. (Above right) Pefferlaw residents enjoy the meal prepared and sponsored by the Pefferlaw Association of 
Ratepayers (PAR).  
The Annual Spaghetti Dinner is a fundraising event to support the August PAR Family Day Picnic. The 180 guests were also encour-
aged to participate in a silent auction. Illusionist and magician Kyle Livingston was also on hand to entertain the kiddies and guests. 
Congratulations to all volunteers and supporters of this community event.   

Perchin’ for MS ends in a draw 
Even though the 
weather did not 
cooperate for the 
Perchin’ for MS 
Ice Fishing Tour-
nament on Satur-
day, March 3, 
close to 430 people 
attended for a 
chance to win one 
of the top prizes.  
Bryan Bickell, a 
retired Chicago 
Blackhawk diag-
nosed with MS 
and Dave Mercer, 
host of Facts of 
Fishing and a fish-
ing Hall of Fame 
inductee were on 
hand to help out 
event organizer 
Doug Poirier.  
The highly popular 
event raised an-
other $25,000 to 
support those with 
MS.  
(Top Photo) Alex 
Smith and Mike 
Campese won the 
$1,500 Jack Link’s 
jackpot draw.   

(Bottom Photo) Don Lockhard was the 
successful winner of the Keg BBQ donated 
by Sutton Home Hardware.  
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Hello, Karen 
Thank you for inviting us to 
write our memories. 
Back in the fifties, my father 
built our cottage on McRae 
Beach. Old Mr. McRae could 
be found with his dog, 
Blackie, by his side.  
Our cottage was the fifth or 
sixth along the dirt road 
which led into the woods 
where two or three other cot-
tages stood out isolated 
among the trees, one of which 
was named JuBoLyn after 
their children: Judy, Robert 
and Lynn. Royal was the fam-
ily name.  
Across from the McRae farm-
house, my older sisters ran a 
little store that sold a cornuco-
pia of penny candies and ice 
cream logs enveloped in pa-
per and tucked into cones. It 
also housed a crank wall tele-
phone, the only means of 
communication with "the out-
side world." The store has 
long since been a home in 
which many hours were spent 
playing bridge. 
But back to the ancient past... 
we would stop on the way to 
the cottage at a gas station 
and convenience store in Vir-
ginia owned by a Mr. Crook. 

A sign read, "Deal with an 
Honest Crook." I think it en-
gendered in me a deep appre-
ciation of the oxymoron. And 
my love of country is deeply-
rooted: whilst in the dead of 
winter, my family would 
complain of the cold to which 
I would respond, "Why don't 
we go to the cottage; it's al-
ways warm there." 
Thank you for letting us 
share. 
 
Patricia Lansdown 
Sutton 
 
Editor’s Note: Part of our 
celebrations for Georgina’s 
200th Birthday is capturing 
the memories of our residents. 
Since the Town of Georgina is 
made up of a number of 
smaller communities, we want 
you tell us some of your most 
memorable experiences in the 
towns and villages where you 
live.  
And, if you are new to Geor-
gina why not share with us 
what it was that charmed you 
into relocating to Georgina.  
Please send your submissions 
to karen.wolfe@sympatico.ca 
We are waiting to hear from 
you. Cheers, Karen  

Something smells ‘fishy’ at the  
Sutton Legion 
Members and volun-
teers at the Sutton 
Legion used their 
impressive organiza-
tional and culinary 
skills in the kitchen 
to fry up 100 lbs. of 
fish and 100 lbs. of 
potatoes on Febru-
ary 28. Over 200 
people lined up for 
these tasty morsels.  
The fish fry is an 
annual celebration 
following the Tho-
mas Crittenden Me-
morial Ice Fishing 
Tournament spon-
sored by the Legion.  
Winners of the tour-
nament, held on 
Wednesday, Febru-
ary 21, catching the 
largest Whitefish (in 
pounds) were:  
Joel Roberts,7.14 
Joel Roberts, 5.14 
Zack McLean, 5.1 
Winning anglers for 
the largest trout were:  
T. Gilchrist, 12.3 
N. Thompson, 10.8 
J. Roberts, 10.1  
A Participant Award 
was presented to 
Ryan Taylor and 
Misty Breen picked 
up a plaque for small-
est white fish.  
Congratulations to all 
participants and the 
many local sponsors 
of the event.   

Leo Connelly prepares the fish.  

Mike Burrows (L)  and Ray Robson 
dishing out the meals.  
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 Coming Events & Announcements 

Email: davethedj.dj@gmail.com 

A St. Patrick’s Day Fundraiser for the 
Wilfrid Hall will feature live Irish music 
food and much more fun on Sat. March 10 
at 7:00 pm. $12.00 per person.  
 

On Monday, March 12 the Georgina Brock 
Garden Club will feature “Planting Care 
and Maintenance of Fruit Trees and 
Berry Bushes” at 7:30 pm at the Wilfrid 
Hall.  
 

March Break Camp at Cedardale Church 
for kids SK—Gr 6. Mon. Mar. 12 & 13. 
9:00 am—3:00 pm. No cost & lunch pro-
vided. Crafts, sports, cooking, planting. 
Lots of fun. Call (705) 437-2170.  
 

The GTTI invites you to their 2nd Annual 
One Stop Shop Spring Edition on Sat. 
March 17 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.  You 
can shop for one-of-a-kind gifts and chil-
dren can visit with the Easter Bunny and 
hunt for Easter Eggs. 
 

Shine Through the Rain, a charity that 
provides financial support for patients with 
life-threatening illnesses, invites you to a 
fundraising Euchre Tournament on Fri. 
March 23 at the Market Brewing Company 
in Newmarket from 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm. 
Visit eventsshine throughtherain.ca 
 

An Evening of Comedy and Magic with 

Jason Palter at the Link on Sat. March 24 at 
6:30 pm. $25+ HST. Licensed event. Tick-
ets at georgina.ca—code 13552. 
 

On Sat. March 24 from 12:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
come on out to the Easter Egg Hunt and 
Lunch at the Port Bolster Hall. Crafts and 
cookie decorating. Free admission but an 
item for the food bank would be appreci-
ated.  
 

The Annual York Regional Police Easter 
Food Drive for the Georgina Pantry will be 
held at Zehrs in Keswick from 9:00 am to 
3:00 pm on March 24.  
 

“Paint Event” hosted by Trinity United 
Church in Cannington on Sat. March 24 
from 1:00 to 3:00 pm is a fun fundraiser for 
the Mission and Services Fund. Cost is $45 
per person. Contact Nancy Henderson at 
nancy.henderson@hotmail.com  
 

P.A.W.S. of Georgina is holding its annual 
“Cat Spay/Neuter Blitz” during the months 
of March and April for Georgina residents 
when increased rebates will be available for 
female cats $75 and $50 is rebated for male 
cats. Limit is three per household. Veteri-
nary proof of spay/neuter must be sent to 
P.A.W.S. Georgina, Box 154, Keswick, 
L4P 3E2. The regular rebate program is still 

in effect for Georgina residents who spay/
neuter either their cats or dogs. Proof of dog 
licence also required.  
 

Save the Date for April 7 so you are free to 
attend the Annual Sutton Fair Silent Auc-
tion Fundraiser at the Kin Hall in Sutton 
from 7:00 pm to 11:00 pm. 
 

Sutton Club 55 is inviting you to join them 
to visit the Peterborough Garden Show on 
Sat. April 14. Buses leave Sutton Arena at 
9:00 am and will depart from Peterborough 
at 2:30 pm. Contact June at 905-722-8951.  
 

If you have ever thought about joining a 
Dragonboat Club now is your chance. The 
registration date for the Georgina Dragon-
boat Club for new competitive and leisure 
members is April 9 from 7:00 to 9:00 pm at 
the Georgina Ice Palace. Email 
dragon@georginadbc.ca 
 
Vendors are wanted for the 2018 edition of 
BBQFest, a charity event at the ROC on 
July 28, 2018 featuring entertainment, 
sports tournaments and much more. Call 
(905) 251-3564 for details.  
 

Don’t forget the Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch in Sutton offers Friday night din-
ners at 5:00 pm with a meat roll at 6:00 pm 
and Bid Euchre at 7:00 pm.  


