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BRAND NEW SMILE
This DIRECT LAKEFRONT home sits right at 
water’s edge and supplies an irreplaceable cement 
breakwall & newer permanent dock. Municipal 
services, FAG furnace, C/A, high speed internet 
are great cottage bonuses! 2 newer bathrooms, 
some newer insulation & recently improved 
flooring.  This is truly a one of a kind.  Call us to 
check out a Brand New Smile today. Laura Rickham

Sales Representative
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shoplakefrontproperty.com
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8 ROSENELL COURT - $829,900

By MIKE ANDERSON

Rob Grossi Allegedly Breaches Town Council’s Code of Conduct

Who hasn’t been stuck in a traffic jam in 
Bradford trying to get to Highway 400?  It’s  
a right of passage for residents of Georgina. 

But that’s about to change thanks to 
the efforts of Minister of Transportation 
Caroline Mulroney, MPP for York-Simcoe.

On August 14th, Ms. Mulroney 
announced that the Bradford Bypass, 

also known as the Highway 400 - 404 
link, will be moving forward after 
being shelved for more than a decade. 

“I am pleased to announce the province 
is moving forward with the Bradford 
Bypass after it was put on hold by the 
previous Liberal government,” said Ms. 
Mulroney in a recent press release. 

Province Green-Lights Bradford Bypass
By MIKE ANDERSON

Regional Councillor Rob Grossi may 
be under investigation by the Town’s 
Integrity Commissioner for allegedly 
breaching the Town’s code of conduct 
during a recent special council session 
on the Lake Drive Jurisdiction issue, 
according to several unnamed sources. 

Mr. Grossi was asked by the 
Post to confirm whether or not he 
is the subject of the investigation.

He responded in an email that 
ADR Chambers Inc., the company 
hired by the Town in 2018 to provide 
integrity commissioner services,   has 
instructed him to reply: “No comment.”

Mr. Grossi also added: “I wish I could 
say more, and I will when the time 
comes, but unfortunately, I am bound.”

The special Town council session in 
question was held on July 24th to review 
a recommendation made by Town lawyer, 
Andrew Biggart, to move forward with 
property appraisals for the lakeside 
lots the Town wants to sell to eligible 
indirect lakefront property owners. 

While Mr. Grossi owns an indirect 
lakefront property on Lake Drive, he 
failed to disclose this fact during the 
start of the session when members of 
the council are expected to disclose any 
pecuniary interest they believe may exist.  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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STOUFFVILLE TOYOTA Haig Has 
Your Vehicle 
Solution  
New Or  
Pre-Owned 
Financing  
& Leasing

1288 Millard St. on Hwy 48 south of Bloomington Rd.
(905) 642-6688  |  www.stouffvilletoyota.com

BRING THIS AD AT INITIAL MEETING AND RECEIVE A BONUS! 
ASK HAIG >  HOW HE CAN ARRANGE LIMITED 0% FINANCING 
ASK HAIG > HOW TO ARRANGE PAYMENTS FROM $15 WEEKLY WITH A TRADE 
ASK HAIG > TO ARRANGE TO BUY YOUR VEHICLE WITHOUT A PURCHASE

YARIS
COROLLA
CAMRY
AVALON
RAV 4
4RUNNER
SIENNA
MODEL 86

SUPRA
TACOMA
PRIUS
CHR
TUNDRA
SEQUOIA
HIGHLANDER

CALL OR TEXT 
647.223.8100 HAIG

Haig Ampagoumian represents StouffvilleToyota and lives in Georgina. 
He has 40 years experience with Toyota providing creative payment 
solutions to fit virtually any budget or challenge. Haig has created a 
Special Pricing Program for Georgina residents. Requires proof  of  
residency to qualify. By appointment only: 
                                      647.223-8100  |  haig@stouffvilletoyota.ca

Haig Ampagoumian

SERVICING ALL OF  
GEORGINA & AREA: 
• Keswick • Sutton  
• Jackson’s Point • Virginia  
• Cannington • Port Bolster  
• Brown Hill • Uxbridge  
• Pefferlaw • Brechin  
• Brock • Beaverton

The bypass, approximately 
16 kilometers connecting 
Highway 400 with Highway 
404, will pass through Bradford 
West Gwillimbury, between 
the 8th and 9th lines, and 
connect to Highway 404 
north of Queensville Sideroad.

The proposed bypass  has 
four lanes and includes five 
interchanges, but beyond those 
details, there’s still a lot to 
be determined, including the 
start date for construction and 
a possible completion date.  

According to Ms. Mulroney,  
the first step is a revised 
Environmental Assessment 
(EA), which will examine the 
proposed route and its impact on 
environmentally sensitive areas,  
as well as possible implications 
for archaeological sites. 

While Ms. Mulroney says she 
has been pushing for this project 
since she was first elected, 
she wants to acknowledge 
the role of former MPP Julia 
Munro, who originally got 
the plan approved under the 
Mike Harris  PC government.

 “I wish Julia Munro were 
here to be part of it,” says 
Ms. Mulroney. “She got the 
EA done and then had to 
watch for years while nothing 
happened on it. And she was 
always pushing me to make 
sure that I was advocating for 
it within our government.”

While the bypass will have a 
significant impact on Bradford’s 
traffic issues, Ms. Mulroney 
also sees benefits for Georgina. 

“It’s going to give businesses 
in Georgina better access to 
York Region and Simcoe County, 
and improve their ability to 
get goods to market,” said Ms. 
Mulroney.  “And, it will have 
a positive impact on people’s 
quality of life, especially 
residents who need to commute.” 

Before making the official 
announcement, Ms. Mulroney 
personally called several 
local mayors, including 
Mayor Margaret Quirk.

“It’s certainly great news for 
our area,” says Mayor Quirk. 
“It’s not in Georgina, but this 
connecting link is going to 

be a great benefit to not only 
our residents that commute 
and travel between 404 and 
400, but certainly for our 
business community. So this 
is good news for Georgina.”

Mayor Quirk also believes this 
announcement may kick-start 
further talks about a possible 
extension of Highway 404.

“It’s something that I can 
talk with MPP Mulroney 
about,” says Mayor Quirk. 

“She’s aware that we’d like to 
have it up to Glenwoods Avenue, 
where the business park is.  And 
this certainly may open the door 
for wider discussions on that.”

However, when asked about 
the possible extension of 
the 404, Ms. Mulroney was 
non-committal. “I do see an 
extension of the 404 as an 
important infrastructure project 
for Georgina, but we have to do 
these things in stages and the 
bypass is the first step,” she said.

BYPASS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MPP CAROLINE MULRONEY
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Speak to our knowledgeable and  
certified staff about our extensive  

selection of food, treats and supplies

905-722-7600 
20887 Dalton Road  

Sutton

905-989-2503
24018 Woodbine Avenue 

Keswick

TWO GREAT LOCATIONS SERVING ALL OF GEORGINA

Editorial: The Wharf Fiasco
The word consultant is a 

dirty word in Georgina.  But, 
there are times when money 
spent on a consultant’s 
report is money well spent.

Case in point, the Mossington 
wharf rehabilitation, and 
the conjoined proposal to 
dredge the Black River. 

While the report by Colliers 
Project Leaders runs 365 pages 
and cost the Town $56,000, 
it effectively ends the pipe 
dream of creating a navigable 
channel for recreational 
boats on the Black River.  

Members of the council were 
all smiles on May 9, 2018, when 
they posed for photos with a 
cheque for $777,000, a grant from 
the Feds to repair the wharf. 

Who could blame council? 
They thought they were getting 
a significant waterfront asset 
and a bag of money to pay for 
the necessary repairs, and cover 
the cost of dredging the river. 

However, smiles turned into 
frowns, as the Town is now 
faced with a fixer-upper that 
has more downside than upside.  

Rather than dealing with 
the problem, council has 
booted the whole mess to 
the Town-wide waterfront 
strategy — in effect, letting 
another consultant tell them 
it’s a waste of time and money. 

Let’s review the key 
findings of the Colliers’ report. 

First, the Feds grant — 
now $721,000 after deducting 
the cost of the report — 
won’t cover the $1.2 million 

repair bill for the wharf. 
Second, the cost of dredging 

the Black River to a depth of 
ten feet, to allow a fully-loaded 
dredging barge to operate in 
the river, is more than $550,000 
— this operation will have to 
be completed every two-years 
to prevent sediment build-up.   

Third, the report 
calls for upgrades to the 
facilities at Sutton’s Mill 
Pond Park, the proposed 
terminus for recreational 
boats navigating the river.  

The park’s concrete pad can 
only accommodate at best two 
boats, so temporary finger 
docks would have to be added. 

Also, the pad is too high 
to allow boaters to enter or 
exit their boats safely, so dock 
modifications would be required.  

But the final nail in the coffin 
is the section of the report 
that deals with the potential 
economic benefit to Sutton from 
these costly improvements. 

The report estimates that 
the total commercial activity 
that would be generated on 
High Street from recreational 
boaters would be slightly more 
than $15,000 per annum.  That’s 
right, $15,000 for a multi-
million dollar investment. 

Wouldn’t funds be better to 
spent elsewhere, like upgrading 
Jackson’s Point Harbour, which 
needs new slips, pump-out 
station, gas bar and public 
launch — all things that would 
attract recreational boaters 
and their dollars to Georgina? 
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ART CLASSES FOR ALL AGES 
Register now for fall classes! 

Drawing and painting only  
$20 materials included.

SHOP AT OUR  
GALLERY

World Travel  
& Retreats

76 Damsel Circle,
Sutton West, ON

L0E 1R0
905.596.0205
905.716.9221

info@ 
watsonoriginal.com
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TENNYSON TIDBITS 

Congratulations to MTO em-
ployee Samantha Sarasin 
(Osborne) who will be heading 
to Columbus, Ohio in August 
for the North American In-
spectors' Championship 
(NAIC) representing Ontario. 
Samantha competed this 
month at the Provincial In-
spectors’ Competition and 
finished first earning her a spot 
at the North American compe-
tition. Samantha will be the 
second female officer in On-
tario's 25 year history heading 
to NAIC with the last one oc-
curring 17 years ago. Good 
luck, Sam!  

As of Friday, July 20, Geor-
gina’s ban on all outdoor and 
open burning fires has been 
lifted. Also, as per a Town by-
law, the use of municipal wa-
ter for watering lawns or gar-
dens, washing vehicles or fill-
ing swimming pools is only 
permitted between the hours of 
6:00 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. between May 15 
and September 30 of each 
year. An even numbered ad-
dress may use water out-
doors only on even numbered 
days of the month and an odd 
numbered address may use 
water outdoors only on odd 
numbered days.

There has been concern over 
the increasing number of cats 
that have gone missing and 
Shirley Jakonen in Pefferlaw 
believes coyotes may be re-
sponsible. She is urging cat 
owners to keep their pets in-
doors, especially in the early 
morning and evening.  

He then went on to propose a 
motion that would see a nominal 
value attached to the disputed 
lands, rather than a “fair market 
value” appraisal advocated by 
Mr. Biggart.  However, Mr. Grossi 
later withdrew that motion. 

In the end, the council voted 
to approve the appraisals, which 
were due to be completed in 
time for public information 
sessions scheduled for the 
fall. However, the Integrity 
Commissioner’s investigation 
will now delay this process.   

A Town Council meeting 
scheduled for Sept 24 to review 
the results of the appraisals 
will now be postponed until 
the investigation is concluded 
— which could take up to 
90 days, according to Dave 
Reddon, the Town’s CAO. 

According to the Town’s 
website, the Municipal Act 
requires the Town Council 
to appoint an Integrity 
Commissioner to uphold the 
Town’s code of conduct, which 
applies to all members of 

GROSSI CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

council and members appointed 
to boards and committees. 

Deborah Anschell, a deputy 
Judge of the Superior Court of 
Justice, is the current Integrity 
Commissioner for the Town 
of Georgina; she is also the 
Integrity Commissioner for 
the City of Waterloo and 
the Town of Richmond Hill. 

ROB GROSSI
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*Canadian Made Moccasins *Fudge
*Cottage & Lodge Decor *Native Crafts  
*Cowhide Rugs *Chainsaw Carvings 
*Sage & Sweet Grass Products
*Canadian Maple Products  
*Souveniers, Gifts & Much More!

26102 Hwy. 48, Sutton (just north of High Street)
www.southpawtradingpost.com  |  905.722.8033
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With a federal election due to 
be called on or before October 
21, the Liberal Party of Canada is 
calling for potential candidates 
to run against Conservative MP 
Scot Davidson in York-Simcoe. 

YRDSB trustee Elizabeth 
Terrell-Tracey is first out of 
the gate, announcing last 
week on Facebook that she is 
seeking the Liberal nomination.   

While Ms. Terrell-Tracey has 
served as a YRDSB trustee for 
East Gwillimbury/   Whitchurch 
— Stouffville for less than a 
year, she won the position in 
the 2018 election by a sizable 
majority of 9,344 votes. 

Ms. Terrell-Tracey has 
proven she can win, but it’s fair 
to say that she comes to the 
nomination with some baggage.

On June 17, Ms. Terrell-Tracey 
was sanctioned by the YRDSB 
after it received complaints 
about her conduct on social 
media, where she was alleged 
to have made online comments 
that were considered to be 
“xenophobic, racist and hurtful.”

Ms. Terrell-Tracey disputes that 
claim.  “I’m not a racist.  I’m from 
downtown Toronto,” she says. 
“ I’m a multicultural person. I 
grew up in Little Italy, so I am not 
what people perceive me to be.” 

The YRDSB sanctions 
were sparked by a tweet that 
she sent to Desmond Cole, a 
Black activist and freelance 
journalist, who was critical of 
her election to the school board. 

The tweet contained lyrics 
from a slavery-era spiritual, 
“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot.”

Ms. Terrell-Tracey denies 
there was an intent to mock 
or denigrate Mr. Cole.

“It was a miscommunication,” 
she says. “I quoted a song, 
which was a religious song, 
but it upset certain people 
that took it the wrong way.”

However, Ms. Terrell-Treacy 
was also criticized for a private 
Facebook message that was 
made public during the 2018 
school board election, in which 
she focused on the heritage 
of her opponent Lena Singh. 

According to media reports 
at the time, Ms. Terrell-Tracey’s 
Facebook message stated: 

“Just so you know she 
was born in Guyana. You are 
backing someone not born in 
Canada for our school board 
trustee…. ‘Born in Guyana in a 
village and raised by a village.’”

After that message was made 
public, Ms. Terrell-Tracey claimed 
her account was hacked, and 

Controversial Trustee Seeks  
York-Simcoe Liberal Nomination

ELIZABETH TERRELL-TRACEY

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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ALL BREED

GROOMING
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&CAT

905-955-8153CONTACT BRANDY: 

1 1 1  H I G H  S T R E E T ,  S U T T O N

When it’s a lovely sunny day in 
August, Krissy Filby likes to take 
her kids to the mouth of the Black 
River, where they can jump off the 
blue bridge, explore the nearby 
beach, and, after climbing through 
a hole cut in the chain-link fence, 
fish off the old Mossington wharf. 

“We used to walk here as kids 
and jump off the bridge,” says Ms. 
Filby, 40, who lives in Keswick, 
but grew up a few steps away 
near Jackson’s Point. “So now I 
have my two young kids, they’re 
13 and 11, and they come here too.”

“It’s a nice change from going to 
the busy beaches, like De La Salle 
and Willow Beach,” she adds. “It’s 
not quite as busy here because 
there’s no parking, but it’s a 
beautiful spot. And there’s lots to 
do here — it’s not just swimming. 
The kids can fish, and it’s a nice 
spot to picnic and hang out.”

While Ms. Filby appreciates 
the river bank’s natural beauty, 
she’d like to see the Town make 
some improvements to the area, 
including fixing-up the wharf, 
adding public parking and 
improving access to the beach.  

“We have nothing like this in 
Keswick,” says Ms. Filby. “We 
have pretty much one usable 
beach, and there’s not a lot of 
beach space. So it would be 
nice to be able to come over 
here by boat and spend the day.”

While it’s easy to see the 
potential of this beautiful spot, 
it’s future as an impromptu 

public park is an open question. 
The Town will soon erect a 

substantial security fence around 
the wharf, install warning signs, 
and increase the frequency of by-
law officers monitoring the site. 

It is also investigating a 
proposal to strip the wharf of its 
wood decking, and make it into a 
permanent breakwall — thereby 
reducing the risk of liability, 
but preventing the wharf from 
ever being used for mooring 
boats or fishing, for that matter.  

In short, there will be no 
more fun to be had at the 
mouth of the Black River. 

This all comes out of a recent 
council session on August 
14th, where councillors were 
faced with a dilemma: What 
do to with a derelict wharf that 
seemed to have so much promise 
just a few years ago, but now 
seems like more of a liability? 

At that session, Lawrence 
Artin, the town’s head of capital 
projects, and engineers from 
Colliers Project Leaders, the 
consultants hired to review the 
various repair options for the 
wharf, delivered the bad news. 

Despite two separate tenders 
to repair the wharf and dredge 
the river to allow greater boat 
traffic, the Town had received 
zero bids from contractors — in 
short, no-one wanted the job. 

And there was more bad 
news. The Colliers’ report states 
that repairs to the wharf could 

Mossington Wharf: The End Of  
A Local Landmark?

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

MOSSINGTON WHARF
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KIDS UNDER 6
Bella Harper
Zeeth Davis
Mackenzie Goddard

KIDS 7-11
Meadow Michaud
Logan Jansen
Seerina Sanders Nagogee

KIDS 12-16
Tanez Saunders
Sarena Appolitto
Courtney Blanchard

BEST BUSINESS FISH
The Briars 

BEST COUNCIL FISH
Dave Neeson

ADULT PAINTED
Haley Marfleet
Routes
Suzan Sortnini

ADULT 3-D
Susanna Watson
Karin Cacciola
Nancy Banks
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PAINTED PERCH
CHALLENGE

8th Annual Painted Perch Challenge 
Saturday August 10, 2019 
12:00p.m – 5:00 p.m. 
In the Jackson’s Point Parkette 
 

 
 
Come out and vote for your favourite perch! 
OVER $1,200 IN PRIZES 
 
.SPONSORED BY: 
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SPONSORED BY            JACKSON’S POINT VILLAGE BIA   |   TOWN OF GEORGINA           

cost more than $1.2 million 
— substantially exceeding 
the Federal grant of $777,000 
the Town received for the 
rehabilitation of the wharf in 2018. 

Also, dredging the Black 
River could cost more  than 
$550,000, and would have to 
be repeated every two years 
due to high sediment levels. 

Faced with no bids on the 
work and substantial costs,   
the Town advised the council 
to defer a decision on the 
project and considered it 
within the broader context of 
the Town’s waterfront strategy.

Mr. Artin argued that the 
project would stand a better 
chance of attracting a contractor’s 
bid if it was included in a larger 
project with a broader scope.  

Andrew Wall, the head engineer 
from Colliers, was a little blunter 
in his assessment, stressing that 
it was in the Town’s best interest 
to carefully weigh any investment 
in the wharf against the needs 
of its other waterfront assets. 

Catherine Babick introduced 
Georgina to the arts. She moved 
here from Toronto as an 8th-
grader, and found our schools 
offered no art programs, and 
hardly any artistic activities, she 
recalls. Later she would start the 
Georgina Studio Tour and the 
Georgina School of Art. Then 
she went on to establish an Arts 

“Dollars are very precious and 
putting them to the most needed 
assets is critical,” said Mr. Wall, 
“So when you’re looking at this 
wharf, we need to look at not 
just what it’s going to cost now, 
but the annual maintenance cost 
that’s going to have to go into 
it, as well as the replacement 
costs in 10, 15, or 20 years from 
now when it would need to 
be completely replaced again.”

In the end, the council 
voted to approve that Town’s 
recommendations, however, it 
was careful to include the project 
in phase 1 of the Waterfront 
Parks Master Plan, as the 
Federal grant must be spent on 
the wharf before 2023, or the 
Town has to return the money. 

For Ms. Filby and her kids, 
there are still a few summer 
days left to enjoy swimming, 
fishing and hanging out at the 
mouth of the Black River, but 
the same can’t be said for the 
old Mossington wharf — it’s 
time may be drawing to a close. 

WHARF CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Centre in Sutton. Her vision was 
to gather artists and art lovers in 
one place, and to support them by 
exhibiting and selling their work.

She leased a building from 
the Town, then put all her time 
and energy into creating and 
running a cultural hub in Sutton.

With the help of family 
and friends, she established 

Catherine Babick: Georgina 
Artist, Champion Of The Arts 
By EWA CHWOJKO-SRAWLEY

CATHERINE BABICK
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Pefferlaw Lioness                                                                                         
Pefferlaw Lions                                                                                                       
Canadian Tire Keswick                                                                                    
Pines of Georgina
Alpine Ice                                                                                                  
Harding Automotive                                                                                   
Quinns Marine                                                                                                          
Bodley’s Furniture & 
Appliances                                                                           
Bank Montreal Sutton                                                                                                 
Dave Harding Excavation                                                                       
Pefferlaw Wild Wings                                                                                             
Don Palmers Auto Service                                                                        
Village Traditions Sutton                                                                                       
Strictly V Twin  
Shepherd’s Utility 
Equipment                                                                                                        

Wild Willies Karaoke                                                                                                
Cole I.D. Products                                                                                         
Cedarhurst Golf Club                                                                                                  
Carquest Auto Parts 
Beaverton                                                                                
Breakway Fuels LTD                                                                                                 
CIBC  
Pefferlaw                                                    
M Lloyd & Sons Ltd                                                                                                
Anchor Family Restaurant                                                                                  
Baker’s Pine Furniture                                                                                         
Ben’s Pharmacy                                                                                                           
Beaverton Golf and Country                                                                                        
Log Cabin Bed & Breakfast                                                                                      
Shaw Pro Hardware Pefferlaw                                                                                
Giant Tiger Sutton                                                                                                        

Mike Heyink’s Ice 
Fishing Outfitters                                                                     
Duke Collision Centre                                                                                               
John Lloyd Services                                                                                                  
Jiffy Lube Keswick                                                                                            
Ladies of the Post                                                                                                         
Brian Guildford                                                                                                           
Cooks Service Centre                                                                                                
The Gem Theatre 
Keswick                                                                                         
Mangan Funeral Home                                                                                           
Ledgers Lawn Care Plus                                                                                         
Tard & Feathered 
Beaverton Independent
Ivan & Gail
Fred Mitchell

Pefferlaw & District  
Lions Club would like  
to thank the following  

sponsors for their  
support for the Car Show

The Lions Car Show 50/50 Winner was Georgie Foster  $742.00 






Residents of Georgina gathered at Egypt 
Hall on June 28th for a presentation on how 
to be Bear Wise. Sponsored by the Geor-
gina Agricultural Advisory Committee, the 
presentation provided information from the 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources on 
the natural habits of bears along with tips 
on how to prevent bear encounters from 
occurring, and what to do if you come 
across a bear near home or in the wild.  
Bears in Georgina 
The most predominant type of bear found 

in North America is the black bear. In 
2014, the last year a bear density analysis 
was performed, it was estimated that there 
were at least nine bears for every one hun-
dred square kilometers in the Georgina 
area.  Since then, it is estimated that the 
local bear population has increased, with 
the prolific availability of forests and field 
crops in our area as the two main contrib-
uting factors to this growth.   
Bears on the Move 
In the Georgina area, late spring marks the 

beginning of a six-
month period of 
activity for black 
bears during which 
male and female 
bears actively for-
age for food. Sum-
mer crops, includ-
ing berries and 
nuts, are an ursine 
favourite. How-
ever, in the ab-
sence of these, 
especially during 
poor crop seasons, 
bears become more 
opportunistic eat-
ers, often attracted 
to the delicious 
scents of house-
hold cooking and 
garbage. Bears 
have a keen sense 
of smell and can 
detect edible aro-
mas from miles 
away, and once a 
bear has identified 
a home or property 
as an easy food 
source, it can be 
very difficult to 
deter them. As 
such, a wise home 
owner is encour-
aged to take the 
following steps to 
avoid advertising 
their home or 
homestead as a 
bear buffet: 
• Keep properties 
clean and free of 
general bear attrac-
tants, like used 
BBQs and house-
hold garbage. 

• Keep family pets, and their food, safely 
indoors.   
• Keep garbage containers clean, regularly 
spraying with bleach or an alternative dis-
infectant.  Also, avoid putting garbage and 
recycling bins out until the morning of 
pick-up. 
Be aware of your surroundings.  
• Avoid wearing headphones that could 
drown out the sounds of bear activity 
nearby.
Whistle while you walk. Bears are gener-
ally afraid of humans, which means that 
making noise while you hike, like singing 
or humming, can help to warn bears in the 
area to keep clear of your presence.    
What to do if you Encounter a Bear 
A bear encountered in the wild should 
never be approached by people or pets. For 
those who find themselves face to face 
with a bear, here is a list of some steps that 
can be taken for safety: 
• Avert your eyes and back away from the 
bear slowly. 
•Avoid cornering the bear, ensuring it has 
an easy escape route. 
• Make yourself look bigger by waving 
outstretching and waving your arms. 
• Avoid screaming, running, crouching or 
climbing. 
If the bear advances on you, stand your 
ground and make noise by yelling in a 
deep voice or blowing a whistle or air 
horn. 
• Throw objects to try and persuade the 
bear to leave.   
If bears are sighted in the Georgina area, 
residents are encouraged to report it by 
contacting the bear reporting line at 1-866-
514-BEAR. Community reporting will 
contribute to more accurate data regarding 
local bear activity density.   
To help educate kids on local black bears, 
check out this fun and informative Bear 
Wise activity book published by the Minis-
try of Natural Resources.  
Visit https://
dr6j45jk9xcmk.cloudfront.net/

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
Telephone: (705) 437-2397 

Fax: (705) 437-2638 
  

Brent Shaw  

STORE HOURS 
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

NOW IN  
STOCK! 
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Being Bear Wise in Georgina... by Denise Roy both a community asset and 
a tourist destination. She was 
CEO, accountant, teacher, 
curator, caretaker, event 
organizer and fundraiser, until 
illness forced her to resign.

Catherine’s curious mind 
always seeks new challenges. She 
works with oils, watercolours, 
mixed media and acrylics. 
As a sculptor she uses wood, 
wire, ceramics, and clay. Her 
subject matter is as varied 

as her techniques, moving 
from traditional landscapes 
to intuitive, semi-abstract 
paintings, from portraits to 
humorous commentaries 
on the human condition. 

Visit the Georgina Arts 
Centre & Gallery between 
August 25 and September 22 
to see her work — exactly 20 
years after Catherine Babick 
fulfilled her dream of creating 
an art hub in our community.

ARTIST CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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If you are an urbanite like 
me who likes to channel their 
inner farmer, then a local 
country fair isn’t going to cut it.  

I need something more; a 
deep dive into what it’s like to 
live and work on a real farm. 

The problem is there aren’t 
many real farms in Toronto. 

And, even if there were, the 
farmers would be too busy 
growing crops and raising 
livestock to show me around.  
What I need is a farm open-house 
or a farmer meet-and-greet.

That’s the basic premise 
behind Field-To-Table, a unique 
self-guided tour of some of 
Georgina’s working farms.  

For one day, Saturday, August 
17th, local farmers were on-
hand to answer questions, 
provide demonstrations and 

impart their knowledge on 
everything from how to grow 
the best-tasting rhubarb, raise 
champion chickens, and care 
for the cutest baby lambs.

And I, like hundreds of 
others, was there to lap it all up.

Eight farms participated 
in the second annual Field-
To-Table event, which is put 
on by the Town of Georgina. 

And again it was a big 
hit, with visitors from far 
and wide purchasing fresh 
produce, delectable meats, and 
artisans’ crafts, while learning 
more about the area’s 200-
plus years of agricultural life.  

The farms were located 
throughout Georgina, and “tour-
ists” received collector stamps 
for their maps and the chance 
to win a grand prize draw. 

Because there was livestock 
present at many locations, 
guests were asked to please 
leave family pets at home – 
better than stuck in a hot car!

The Hutchings’ Family Farm in 
Pefferlaw was one of my stops.

Inside their on-farm shop, free 
sandwiches and coleslaw were 
served up by Nicole and Rob 
from The Belvedere Cookhouse.

Marie Breen also had a table 
selling heavenly smelling-soaps. 

Marie B’s Life Tree Products 
has 15 different varieties — I 
couldn’t resist one called The 
Kitchen Sink, with ground 
coffee and peppermint. 

Marie has been creating 
her soaps for about a 
decade, but the inspiration 
goes much further back. 

Field-To-Table: A Tour Of  
Georgina’s Working Farms
By TINA NOVOTNY

SANDRA HUTCHINGS 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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thankyou
we would like to thank all of our generous 
sponsors for a very successful TAKF event

please support our local sponsors!

Pefferlaw & District Lions Club
Town of Georgina
PAR
Homehardware Sutton
No Frills Sutton
Sobeys Sutton
Bonnie’s Ice
Virginia United Church Women’s 

Canadian Tire Keswick
MNRF & OFAH
Kirk Eddy
Pefferlaw Firefighters
Steven Bates
Giant Tiger Sutton
James Smokum Portable Toilets

“My grandmother made and 
grew everything living on a 
farm,” she says. “That’s why I 
wanted to keep up the tradition.” 

There was also a booth 
from the Georgina Chamber 
of Commerce, where 
Kendall Schwertfeger talked 
about the new tourism 
centre and other initiatives. 

“If I opened a local business, 
I would definitely join the 
Chamber of Commerce,” 
she said. “There’s so much 
they do for businesses, and 
also for new residents.” 

Erin Hutchings was a big 
help to Kendall and enjoyed 
The Railfence Bunch booth 
with their children’s books 
and fun activities for kids.

Though many of these folks 
grew up in the area, others come 
to start their own new histories. 

The Hutchings family has both, 
with husband and wife Kevin and 
Sandra meeting at a ice fishing 
derby before buying their “fixer-
upper” farm together in 2001. 

Joined by their three girls 
and son Aiden, the Hutchings 
are a true working farm family, 
producing eggs, chicken, turkey, 
lamb and seasonal vegetables 
— for sale from daughter 
Hayleigh during the event. 

The family also competes 
in 4H and at the Royal Winter 
Fair, where daughter Hannah 
won Grand Champion Lamb 
last year. “I still tear up, 
I’m so proud!” says Sandra. 

Sandra’s passions also run 
to inventing new products at 
the farm, such as wool dryer 
balls (good-bye wrinkled 
laundry!) and felt soaps. 

Her yoga and jar salad events 
are hugely popular, and she 
has even more ideas up her 
sleeve for “supporting local.”

So how does she juggle all the 
traffic as a mother of four, busy 
farmer and entrepreneur? “Just 
message me on Facebook,” she 
laughs. “I’m usually home, or I’ll 
let you know when I’ll be back!”

FIELD TO TABLE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 TRUSTEE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

she is still sticking to that story. 
The YRDSB sanctions ban Ms. 

Terrell-Tracey from attending 
private, advisory and public 
meetings until June 30th, 2020. 

While she still represents her 
constituents, she is barred from 
attending school graduations 
as a trustee, and her ability 
to communicate with her 
constituents through her YRDSB 
email account has been curtailed. 

While Ms. Terrell-Tracey 
understands the seriousness of 
the sanctions, she decided not to 
appeal because she wants to put 
it all behind her and move on. 

“I didn’t appeal it because 
I want what’s best for all the 
students,” says Ms. Terrell-Tracey. 
“It’s been really hard on me, but at 
the same time, maybe it’s a way 
to make peace in the community. 
I’m OK to be the fall person. I 
just want to move forward and do 
something for the Liberal Party.” 

While Ms. Terrell-Tracey 
is the first to seek the Liberal 
nomination in York-Simcoe, 

she still faces an uphill battle. 
She has obtained only 20 of 

the 100 nomination signatures 
required, and will still face 
a review process by several 
Ontario Liberal MPs and the 
Ontario Co-Chair of the party’s 
National Campaign Committee. 

While Ms. Terrell-Tracey 
acknowledges her recent past may 
disqualify her, she’s guardedly 
optimistic and confident that 
she can give MP Scot Davidson a 
good run for his money. After all, 
she ran in two previous municipal 
and school board campaigns, 
before being elected in 2018. 

“Having run in multiple 
past campaigns gives me the 
experience to take it to the next 
level,” says Ms. Terrell-Tracey. “I 
am not afraid to run against the 
Conservative Party. If I become 
the Liberal candidate for York-
Simcoe, I will be a contender, and 
I look forward to the challenge.” 



   08.24.2019  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM    11 n

WEATHER ALERT: 
TORNADO 

WARNING IN 
GEORGINA

AUGUST 17 TH

IN &  
AROUND TOWN

PAINTED PERCH  
FESTIVAL

AUGUST 10TH

NOSSA SENHORA DO 
MONTE FESTIVAL

MEDIRA PARK
AUGUST 17-18TH

SUTTON FAIR & 
HORSE SHOW:

1ST PLACE  
WELSH PONY
AUGUST 11TH

t

t

Jackson’s Point BIA

Hayleigh sells veggies

Guy on stage

Sandra Hutchings with champion chard Marie Breen with soaps

Patrick, 4, meets alligator

Anakin, 8, chalk paints

Childrens Parade.

Teresina & Fatima

Gladis

Lusy Sousa

BBQ Portugese Style

Carrie with Dolly the python 

Henry Adam surveys the damage in Pefferlaw      Photo: Katrina Campbell

Bella’s mom holds her winner

Dave Neeson: Best Council FishSusie Watson with best 3D perchKenzie Black with Normandy, Madelyn Grossi

 TRASH TO TREASURE JUDGES AT GACAG

FAMILY FUN  
DAY UDORA

AUGUST 18TH

FIELD TO TABLE

AUGUST 17TH
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GACAG - Time Flies When You Create, Solo 
Exhibition, Aug 18 - Sept 22

Catherine Babick, founder of the GACAG, Georgina 
School of the Arts, and Georgina Studio Tour 
exhibits her work. Meet the artist on Sunday, 
August 25 at 1 p.m.   

Georgina’s Farmers Market at The LINK, Aug. 25

Georgina’s Farmers Market from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
features more than 35 vendors offering a wide 
variety of local products: produce, meats, and baked 
goods. 

GPL - Avoiding Fraud & Scams, Aug. 27

Free, Drop-In at Pefferlaw Branch from 3 to 4 pm: 
Every year scammers and fraudsters manage to 
steal money and valuable personal information 
from innocent people. Protect yourself with the 
latest information from the Pefferlaw CIBC Branch 
and York Regional Police.

GPL -  Georgina Photo Club, Aug. 27

Free, Drop-In at Keswick Branch, from 7 p.m. - 
8:45 p.m. Casual get-together for local amateur 
photographers to connect, share photos, and learn 
more about photography from each other as well as 
industry experts.  For users of all types of cameras, 
including smartphone cameras! 

Club 55 Pefferlaw,  Euchre Tournament, Sept. 7

Join us for the  Big Bucks Bid Euchre Tournament at 
Pefferlaw Community Hall, 38 Pete’s Lane, Pefferlaw.  
Doors open at 12 p.m. and play begins at 1 p.m.  There 
will be snacks and the cost is $10.00. 

Ryan Joyce at Stephen Leacock Theatre, Sept. 7

Be entranced by the magic, illusions and other 
mind blowing mysteries performed by Ryan 
Joyce, magician extraordinaire. Two shows: 12 
p.m. & 3 p.m.  Ticket and info line 1-888-777-9793  
 www.benefitshow.net. In support of the Children’s 
Wish Foundations — Ontario Chapter. 

The Georgina-Brock Garden Club, Sept. 9

Join us for a slide show and hands on demonstration 
by Kim Ezechiels  on how to raise Monarch 
Butterflies, 7:30 p.m. at Wilfrid Community Hall.  

Georgina Pins and Needles: GTTI, Sept. 9

Georgina Trades and Training Institute (GTTI)

If you are interested in quilting, knitting, crocheting 
or any other needle arts, come and join us at 7 p.m. 
and remember to bring a mug for tea. Our season 
runs from September 2019 to June 2020. Yearly 
membership is $30.00. If you would like to visit to 
see what is going on, a charge of $5.00 is requested. 
If you have any questions, please contact Judith 
Ferguson 905-722-5800.

COMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Indoor boat/RV/car storage available for 
winter. Reasonable rates. Locked & secure. 

Outdoor storage  available. Woodville.  
Call or text Chris 416-951-1463

BOAT/CAR RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE

Harvest Day: Georgina Pioneer Village, Sept. 14

This is an annual event organized by the Georgina 
Historical Society to open up the Village to the 
public. All of the buildings will be open with 
guides and historical interpreters. There will also 
be displays and demonstrations going on all day, 
along with vendors and musical entertainment, just 
a fun family outing. The admission is pay what you 
can with proceeds going to the Village. Food and 
refreshments will be available on site, cash only as 
no ABM’s are on site.

39th Georgina Terry Fox Run,  Sept. 15

Have you registered online for the Georgina Terry 
Fox run? It starts from North Gwillimbury Park at 
775 Lake Dr. N., Roches Point.  Register at 8:30 a.m. 
Start at 10 a.m. Run/Walk/Bike: 1K, 5K, 10K. It’s more 
than just an inspiring run, its fun and for all ages! 

COTTAGE RENTAL

1100 sq.ft. all year cottage, great ice fishing. 
2-bdrm, sleeps 8 ppl. Holding tank, bring your 
own sleeping bags. Price varies depending on

number of ppl. Call Doug 905-436-9950


 






