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The Georgina Chamber of Commerce 
York-Simcoe All-Candidates’ Debate on 
October 7th was a highly anticipated event 
with close to 100 people at the Link in 
Sutton.  The two-hour debate also aired live 
on Rogers tv Georgina.  

Finally, voters in Georgina had a chance to 
hear the candidates outline their vision for 

Canada and their stand on important issues 
facing the riding before heading for the polls 
on October 21st.

However, they were in for a surprise.  
Cynthia Wesley-Esquimaux, the Liberal 
candidate for York-Simcoe did not appear 
in person although a pre-recorded video 
statement was scheduled to air after the live 

Liberal a No-Show at York-Simcoe Debate

The medical building which housed the 
Georgina Nurse Practitioner-Led Clinic 
(GNPLC) until a fire destroyed the site 
in 2018 will not be rebuilt due to a lack of 
funds, according to a news release issued 
by the Georgina Community Health Care 
Council (GCHCC).

While GNPLC continues to operate in 
a temporary facility at 152 High Street in 
Sutton, it was hoped that a new permanent 
clinic could be constructed on the former 
site at 21071 Dalton Rd. by the end of 2020. 

However, that plan has been shelved, as 
the $500,000 required to begin construction 
has not materialized.

“Georgina Nurse Practitioners fulfill a 
vital role in the delivery of local health 
care and we would like nothing more than 
to see them permanently settled in a well-
equipped, modern facility for their staff and 
patients,” said Jim Beechey, Chair of the 
GCHCC, a non-profit volunteer organization 
that owns the Dalton Rd. property.

“After close examination, the reality is 
that rebuilding the 60-year-old facility we 
lost on Dalton Rd. to modern standards 
is a substantial financial undertaking and 
one the Georgina Community Health Care 
Council is unable to shoulder alone.”

According to the release, The GCHCC was 
unable to bridge the $500,000 gap between 
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Rebuild of Georgina’s Nurse Practitioner-Led Clinic On Hold
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the fire insurance payout and 
the anticipated building costs 
of a new clinic. As a result, the 
GCHCC Board voted not to 
move forward with a rebuild at 
this time.

“We are saddened the 
Georgina Nurse Practitioner-
Led Clinic will be unable to 
relocate to our previous site 
as it served as a well-known 
location for health care in this 
community for more than 50 
years,” said Clinic Director Beth 
Cowper-Fung.

“Our registered patients will 
continue to receive team-based 
primary care at the GNPLC 
temporary location while 
permanent options are pursued.”

GNPLC, which has over 3,000 
registered patients, received 
a $1.63 million grant from the 
province in 2017.

However, these funds are 
earmarked for the clinic’s 
interior and cannot be used for 
building construction.

While the GCHCC receives 
no government funding, Mr. 
Beechey says he is open to a 
“white knight” coming forward; 
however, at this time he is not 

actively soliciting one.
When contacted by The Post, 

Mayor Margaret Quirk offered 
this email response:

“I know this decision was 
given much thought by both 
the GCHCC and the Nurse 
Practitioner Clinic after 
examining all the options and 
issues.  We will be reaching out 
to both organizations to see what 
the future plans are for both the 
Dalton Rd. property and a location 
for the Nurse Practitioner Clinic.” 


 





JIM  BEECHEY
NURSE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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The Georgina Community 
Heath Care Council’s (GCHCC) 
recent struggle to secure funding 
for a permanent home for 
Georgina’s Nurse Practitioner-
Led Clinic may be the proverbial 
canary in the coal mine when it 
comes to the state of health care 
in this municipality.

This summer, the Georgina 
Health Centre in Keswick, one 
of only a few medical clinics 
with extended hours, closed its 
after-hours walk-in clinic.  While 
there’s also a walk-in clinic at 
Walmart, it only offers extended 
hours on Wednesday until 8:30 
p.m.

So, if you’re sick after-hours, 
be prepared to drive to the 
emergency department at 
Southlake or to the Markham 
Stouffville Hospital – this is 
particularly challenging for 
residents who rely on public 
transit. 

And, while there are several 
family doctors in Keswick, 
they’re in short supply in the 
rest of Georgina.  According 
to GCHCC, there used to be 
six doctors in Sutton, but now 
there are only two – and they’re 
not taking any new patients.  In 
Pefferlaw, there is just one family 
doctor. 

Add to this the chronic 
shortage of long-term care beds 
and you have something akin to 
a health care crisis. 

Clearly, something needs to 
be done and fast.  

While the Town should be 

congratulated for recently 
inking a deal with York Region, 
which will see a public health 
nurse set-up shop in The Link, 
a cursory glance through the 
Town’s 2019 budget indicates 
that not a penny has been 
allocated to health services.  

While health care is  the 
responsibility of the province 
and the region, shouldn’t the 
Town contribute something?  
After all, the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
recently published a report 
entitled “Partners for a Healthy 
Ontario,” which acknowledges 
the critical role municipalities 
can play in improving health 
services and outcomes. 

Currently, the Town relies 
on GCHCC for direction in all 
matters medical.  

But GCHCC, a small non-
profit staffed by volunteers, 
receives no public funds 
and relies solely on personal 
donations. 

While the GCHCC has done 
a commendable job advocating 
for better health care services 
and recruiting doctors to set-
up shop in Georgina, by its own 
admission the task of seeking 
site plan approvals, obtaining 
building permits and raising 
funds for the construction of a 
new medical clinic is beyond its 
scope. 

Isn’t it about time the Town 
took a more active role in 
ensuring its residents have 
access to quality health care? 

Editorial: Health Care Crisis?



n 4   10.10.2019  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM    






Canada Votes 2019: Your York-Simcoe Candidates

What can you do to lessen the 
financial burden on middle-class 
families? 

The Liberal government has 
made historic investments over 
the past four years to help lessen 
the financial burden on middle-
class families. 

We’ve reduced federal taxes 
for 9 out of every 10 Canadians, 
and the Canada Child Benefit 
(CCB) has helped hundreds of 
thousands of Canadian families. 

There is more to be done, 
which is why we have committed 
to increase the CCB, cut taxes for 
Canadians who earn less than 
$147,000 per year, and reduce cell 
phone bills across the country.

What will you do to 
make homeownership more 
affordable?

A Liberal government will 
make homeownership easier 
for families with the First-Time 
Home Buyer Incentive, which 
will help Canadians save up to 
10% on the price of a new home. 

We’re also going to crack down 
on foreign speculation, which is 
artificially driving up the prices 
of homes in Canada. 

What happens nationally 
affects us locally. Our region 
is becoming a destination for 
people because of the high cost 
of housing in urban centres. 

What will you do to ensure 
more rural residents have access 
to high-speed internet? 

This is very important, and 
as the costs for internet and 
cell phones decrease through 
Liberal policy, the extension of 
broadband and fiber optics needs 
to be pushed forward. 

I am more than happy to take 
this on: I understand the value of 
connectivity for business owners, 
farmers, students, and seniors, 
especially when you live in rural 
or remote areas of Canada.

What other infrastructure 
projects will you push for York-
Simcoe? 

We absolutely need to look at 
the question of transportation 
as more people move into this 
riding from urban centres. 

Roads are being impacted 
and space considerations are 
becoming more significant. 

Working together at every 
level is vital. Federally, we have a 
responsibility to transport. 

We need more money to flow 
into our region to accommodate 
growing needs and population 
increases. I will do my part to 
argue for this attention.  

What will you do to ensure 
rapid urban growth does not 
impact the health of Lake 
Simcoe? 

This is SO important! 
I sat on the Lake Simcoe 
Science Committee to ensure 
discussions were inclusive and 
future-oriented.

Increasing development is 
impacting the quality of the 

Cynthia Wesley-Esquimaux, LIBERAL PARTY OF CANADA

lakebed and waters.
We have reduced excessive 

phosphorous by increasing 
public awareness, but we need to 
end excessive use of road salt and 
consider greener alternatives. 

We need to restart the expired 
Lake Simcoe Clean-Up Fund as 
well. On Georgina Island, we 
are considering a “re-wilding” 
project and summer job creation 
for youth to monitor effluents 
around Lake Simcoe. 

What is the best way to 
combat climate change? 

A re-elected Liberal government 
will immediately commit Canada 
to legislation to reach net-zero 
emissions by 2050. 

The best way to combat 
anything is to increase public 
knowledge of impacts. This I can 
do, as I am accustomed to public 
speaking and urging others to 
listen and learn. 

We must create a reason for 
people to be mindful about the 
environment I think kids are 
doing a great job in bringing 
this to the forefront. We can 
start by supporting their efforts 
financially and socially. 

What is your stance on 
Canada’s current immigration 
levels?

My stance is to welcome 
and face the reality of prepared 
integration. Increasingly, we’ll 
have environmental refugees 
coming to Canada along with 
migrants and immigrants. 

We have a vast land to support 
and protect. 

Bringing in more people to 
contribute is wise, but even 
wiser is preparing the ground for 
where these people will go and 
what they will do. 

We are not a self-contained 
nation. How will Canada comport 
itself on the world stage? 

We all have a responsibility 
to ensure we do a great job of 
nation building. 

 Why do you think you should 
represent York-Simcoe? What 
can you bring to the table?

I am a trained speaker, teacher, 
and people person with a 
doctorate in anthropology. 

I truly appreciate cultural 
differences and celebrate 
diversity. I have lived in this 
riding for 16 years. 

As an only child of a single 
mom in Toronto, I understand 
poverty and I understand how 
hard it is to be heard. I have 
learned how to deal gracefully 
with adversity. 

I am a strong woman from 
a strong family, with a great 
husband, four healthy children, 
and three much-loved pets. 



 10.10.2019  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM    5 n






Canada Votes 2019: Your York-Simcoe Candidates

What can you do to lessen 
the financial burden on middle-
class families? 

Knocking at the door, I’m 
hearing that people are having 
a tough time getting by. Liberals 
have raised taxes, racked up 
deficits, and made life more 
expensive. 

Canada’s Conservatives will 
bring a Universal Tax Cut, saving 
the average family $850 per year 
(on average) as well as benefiting 
lower income families. We’ll 
reintroduce children’s art and 
fitness tax credits, remove GST 
from home heating, and scrap 
carbon tax. We’ll cut red tape 
to compete globally, but not cut 
environmental laws. 

Capital is very fluid in our 
global world. Everyone wants 
new growth. Being efficient and 
nimble are very important.

What will you do to 
make homeownership more 
affordable?

First-time homebuyers are 
unnecessarily prevented from 
accessing mortgages. 

Canada’s Conservatives 
will remove the stress test 
for mortgage renewals to give 
homeowners more options. 
We’ll increase the amortization 
period from 25 to 30 year for 
first-time homebuyers. There’s a 
ton of surplus federal real estate 
available for development which 
will help with housing supply. 

We’ll also launch an enquiry 

into money laundering in 
Canada’s real estate sector. 

 
What will you do to ensure 

more rural residents have 
access to high-speed internet 
services? 

We need to have federal 
dollars flow into rural internet 
services. 

We have to look at internet 
infrastructure like we do 
highways and rural roads. As 
small business owners, farmers 
need basic services. 

They employ large amounts 
of people across Canada. 
People shouldn’t be punished 
because of where they live. We 
have to work with regulators to 
ensure that rural Canada is not 
forgotten.

What other infrastructure 
projects will you push for York-
Simcoe? 

We just announced the 
Bradford Bypass in conjunction 
with the province. I’m pleased 
Caroline Mulroney, Minister of 
Transportation, has officially 
approved the project. It remains 
the most critical infrastructure 
project in this riding. I will work 
to secure federal funding to 
make sure the project gets built 
as soon as possible. 

The diminishing number 
of health care facilities in 
our community is also a key 
concern. I believe the federal 
government has a leadership 

Scot Davidson, CONSERVATIVE PARTY OF CANADA

role in supporting public health 
care in our community, and I 
will work with the province to 
find a solution. 

What will you do to ensure 
rapid urban growth does not 
impact the health of Lake 
Simcoe? 

Canada’s Conservatives have 
made a commitment federally 
to provide $30 million over four 
years to clean up and protect 
Lake Simcoe. 

We are the only federal 
party committed to restoring 
the Lake Simcoe fund which 
was cancelled by the Trudeau 
Liberals. That was a big issue 
in the by-election: people in 
the riding weren’t happy about 
the cancellation. The Lake 
Simcoe Clean-up Fund will help 
restore over 200 community 
projects including tree planting, 
embankment stabilization, and 
phosphorus level reduction. 

 
What is the best way to 

combat climate change? 
We have a comprehensive 

plan outlining how we envision 
moving forward on the 
environment. Big emitters need 
to invest in green technology. 
Canada needs to assume a 
leadership role in conjunction 
with business and take climate 
change global. This is a global 
problem. 

We will invest in green 
technology and move forward 
in partnership with business. 

We will also remove the carbon 
tax, which is a tax plan, not an 
environmental plan. 

What is your stance on 
Canada’s current immigration 
levels?

Our party is committed to 
immigration levels consistent 
with what is in Canada’s 
best interest. We’ll restore 
fairness and compassion to 
the immigration system. We’ll 
have an emphasis on economic 
immigration and work to end 
illegal border crossings. 

I believe in supporting private 
sponsorship programs that are 
grassroots and community-
based. We don’t need a whole 
other government bureaucracy. 
We have to plan better for this 
growth that we know is coming. 
Planning is everything. 

 
Why do you think you should 

represent York-Simcoe? What 
can you bring to the table?

I’m a small-town entrepreneur. 
That’s what I bring that to table. 
I came in on a by-election. I’ve 
only been in (office) 50 days. I’m 
proud of what I’ve accomplished 
in those days. We need people 
in office now that aren’t career 
politicians. I’ve worked 12 hours 
a day my whole life. That’s 
all I know. I believe you’ll be 
rewarded for hard work. One of 
my constituents told me at the 
door, “Scot, don’t take your foot 
off the gas.” 
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Canada Votes 2019: Your York-Simcoe Candidates

What can you do to lessen 
the financial burden on middle-
class families? 

The tax burden on all 
Canadians is excessive. The 
People’s Party of Canada tax 
plan is simplified and easy to 
understand. 

Instead of waiting for a tax 
credit, you’ll know how much 
tax you’re paying based on your 
income. This will leave more 
money in your pocket rather 
than taking it out and giving it 
back to you later. 

We’ll end supply management 
and fix interprovincial trade 
barriers which are significant 
hurdles causing inflated prices 
of everyday staples.

What will you do to 
make homeownership more 
affordable?

Urban growth outside of 
metropolitan areas is at a point 
where supply doesn’t meet 
demand. 

We need to make housing 
more affordable in metropolitan 
cities to stem the outward 
flow. Can we reduce the tax 
burden on land transfer taxes? 
Is it a question of capital 
gain adjustment or lowering 
mortgage interest rates? 

Mass immigration also 
triggers unstable supply and 
demand. As well, foreign 
speculation creates market 
destabilization. 

We propose a large tax on 
speculators as a deterrent. 

What will you do to ensure 
more rural residents have 
access to high-speed internet? 

We need to create more 
competition in the sector 
providing our communications 
systems. The added competition 
could spur growth in rural 
areas for new businesses in 
telecommunications. 

This would result in reduced 
costings for people who use 
their systems. We believe that 
new infrastructure would create 
a competitive environment 
benefitting rural areas.

What other infrastructure 
projects will you push for York-
Simcoe? 

We need to reduce the burden 
of traffic in our urban settings. 
The 400-404 connection is a 
long-term project that we need 
to progress quickly. Previous 
governments have let this 
project fall through the cracks. 

The province now wants to 
reassess the 2002 environmental 
study. The People’s Party wants 
to get projects like this moving 
forward. 

More in-depth urban planning 
is needed for the growing 
population in order to reduce 
strain on existing infrastructure 
such as sewage and water supply.  

What will you do to ensure 
rapid urban growth does not 
impact the health of Lake 
Simcoe? 

We need to work with federal 

Michael Lotter, PEOPLE’S PARTY OF CANADA

and provincial environmental 
agencies to draw a hard line 
where our urban development 
needs to stop.

Unchecked urbanization 
will have a negative impact on 
Lake Simcoe’s ecosystem. The 
People’s Party believes in smaller 
government. Currently, this area 
is managed by three different 
environmental agencies, creating 
red tape. This is one of Canada’s 
largest water conservation areas 
and deserves the attention of a 
dedicated body of specialists. 

What is the best way to 
combat climate change? 

Our first step is to stop calling 
it an emergency or crisis. The 
People’s Party will withdraw 
from the Paris Accord, ending 
billions of dollars in subsidies for 
inefficient ‘green technology.’ 

Countries that produce 
excessive amounts of greenhouse 
gases need to be held accountable 
for their industries’ pollutants. It’s 
imperative that we focus foremost 
on Canada’s environmental 
concerns. 

We need to prioritize 
implementing practical solutions 
to ensure clean air and water for 
all Canadians, particularly those 
residing in remote First Nations 
communities. 

What is your stance on 
Canada’s current immigration 
levels?

The People’s Party believes 
that Canada should decide how 

many immigrants, and from 
where immigration takes place, 
and not to rely on an unelected 
body to dictate to us. 

The aim of immigration 
should be to benefit Canada 
economically. We need to 
substantially reduce the number 
of immigrants from 350,000 
to 100,000-150,000. Continued 
mass immigration will lead 
to economic and social strain 
which Canada cannot afford. 

Since 2017, 45,000 migrants 
have crossed the border at 
unregulated crossings. We’ll 
end open borders policy and 
withdraw from the UN Global 
Compact for Migration. 

 Why do you think you should 
represent York-Simcoe? What 
can you bring to the table?

I’m not a career politician. 
My motivation is to see Canada 
prosper and maintain our core 
identity. 

Our voice as Canadians is 
being drowned out by globalist 
agendas. We must be unified 
in our voice to maintain our 
sovereignty. As an immigrant, I 
have become Canadian. 

I value the freedoms, respect 
and fairness that I have been 
granted. Values that are worth 
protecting for this generation 
and the next. 

The People’s Party of Canada 
platform is the only one that can 
achieve this goal. 
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TENNYSON TIDBITS 

Congratulations to MTO em-
ployee Samantha Sarasin 
(Osborne) who will be heading 
to Columbus, Ohio in August 
for the North American In-
spectors' Championship 
(NAIC) representing Ontario. 
Samantha competed this 
month at the Provincial In-
spectors’ Competition and 
finished first earning her a spot 
at the North American compe-
tition. Samantha will be the 
second female officer in On-
tario's 25 year history heading 
to NAIC with the last one oc-
curring 17 years ago. Good 
luck, Sam!  

As of Friday, July 20, Geor-
gina’s ban on all outdoor and 
open burning fires has been 
lifted. Also, as per a Town by-
law, the use of municipal wa-
ter for watering lawns or gar-
dens, washing vehicles or fill-
ing swimming pools is only 
permitted between the hours of 
6:00 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. between May 15 
and September 30 of each 
year. An even numbered ad-
dress may use water out-
doors only on even numbered 
days of the month and an odd 
numbered address may use 
water outdoors only on odd 
numbered days.

There has been concern over 
the increasing number of cats 
that have gone missing and 
Shirley Jakonen in Pefferlaw 
believes coyotes may be re-
sponsible. She is urging cat 
owners to keep their pets in-
doors, especially in the early 
morning and evening.  
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debate broadcast. That didn’t 
happen on debate night, but it 
will be added to re-broadcasts of 
the debate, according to Rogers 
tv producer Jim Anderson.  

In her defence, Ms. Wesley-
Esquimaux declared her 
candidacy late – on September 
10th – and explained in a 
recent Facebook post that she 
would honour her previously 
booked speaking engagements 
in Kamloops, B.C. and Banff, 
Alberta which conflicted with 
the all-candidate debates in East 
Gwillimbury and Sutton. 

This didn’t sit well with some 
of the candidates who were 
frustrated by her absence. 

“It’s nice to have a fulsome 
debate with all the candidates,” 
said Scot Davidson, the 
Conservative incumbent for 
York-Simcoe. “Because our 
job is to hold the government 
responsible, it would be nice 
for the government to have a 
candidate.”

David Szollosy, a former 

Ontario NDP candidate for York-
Simcoe, was also disappointed.  

“They were poking an 
invisible person there,” said Mr. 
Szollosy. “I do respect Cynthia 
for allowing her name to come 
forward. I understand that it was 
a last-minute allowance of her 
candidacy. But is there actually 
a candidate running for the 
Liberal party in York- Simcoe?”

Despite the Liberal candidate’s 
absence, the debate was feisty 
at times, with both NDP 
candidate Jessa McLean and 
Green Party candidate Jonathan 
Arnold attacking Mr. Davidson’s 
position on climate change, and 
suggesting that the Lake Simcoe 
Clean-Up Fund, a key part of the 
his party’s platform, did not go 
far enough.

“Lake Simcoe is important, 
but we can’t hide behind Lake 
Simcoe as an environmental 
initiative, said Mr. Arnold. 
“That’s exactly what the 
Conservative party is doing.”   
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Boohzoo! Welcome! The 
Chippewas of Georgina Island 
hosted their 2019 Powwow on 
First Nation’s territory with the 
theme being Endad, (home). 

Changing the location from 
Sibbald Point Provincial Park 
to their Island home was a 
logistical challenge, involving 
careful consideration for 
transportation, parking, food, 
vendors, and moving large 
numbers of people. 

Powwow committee members 
had a lot of planning to do to 
ensure the celebration went 
smoothly. Understanding that 
they couldn’t have a Powwow 
without the dancers, drummers 
and vendors while realizing that 
the heart of the celebration was 
community and their willingness 
to welcome everyone to their 
home.

Free parking at the Virginia 
Beach Marina and on Black 
River Rd, with shuttle service 
to and from the Aazhaawe Ferry, 
allowed worry-free travel. 

Ferry manager Mike Big Canoe 
offered two days of continuous 
ferry service, transporting 
guests, vendors, dancers, 
drummers and dignitaries back 
and forth across the scared 
waters of Lake Simcoe. 

Despite gray skies and steady 
rain on Saturday morning as 
the first arrivals lined up for the 
ferry, volunteer Penny Trumble 
greets everyone with a big smile 
and calls of “Ahneen!”  (Hello, 
Welcome!) as she directs the 
crowd. 

Volunteers patrolled parking 
lots as Georgina Island Police 
moored nearby. Water Taxi 
drivers zipped back and 

Chippewas of Georgina Island 
Pow Wow Moves to The Island
By TANYA EDWARDS
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forth between the Island and 
the mainland.  The Aazhaawe 
ferry captain and crew waved 
from above at the gathering 
crowds. Spirits were high. The 
atmosphere was welcoming 
and friendly, perfect for a 
homecoming.

The 2019 Powwow 
committee’s main focus was 
to go beyond just a social 
gathering; they wanted to 

create opportunities for both 
aboriginal and non-aboriginal 
to gain knowledge and foster 
appreciation between First 
Nations and their guests. 

As smiling guests arrived back 
from the Island with remarks 
like “Highly impressed” and “I 
felt it in my heart,” it’s safe to say 
the 2019 Powwow was a great 
success.

POW WOW GRAND ENTRY
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Fire Chief: You Have Less Than 3 
Minutes to Escape a House Fire

While this fall’s annual open 
house at the Sutton Fire Hall had 
all the elements of a fun, family 
outing – bouncy castles, rides 
and games for the kids – there 
was also a serious, underlining 
message: fire kills. And it can kill 
quickly, often without warning. 

In a typical house fire, you 
have only two to three minutes 
to get out safely after a smoke 
alarm sounds, says Georgina 
Fire Chief Ron Jenkins.   

And that’s why he says families 
should plan and practice their 
escape route before a fire occurs. 

Having an escape plan is the 
theme of this year’s National 
Fire Prevention Week, which 
runs from October 6 to 12.  

“The goal of this year’s 
campaign is to educate people 
about the small but important 
actions they can take to keep 
themselves and those around 

them safe,” says Chief Jenkins. 
“Being aware of your 

surroundings is a skill people 
need to use wherever they go. 
Always look for available exits. 
If the alarm system sounds, take 
it seriously and exit the building 
immediately.”

Getting out fast is vital 
because most modern homes 
burn faster, says Chief Jenkins.

Open-concept floor plans, 
chipboard construction and 
modern synthetic furniture 
– referred to as “comfortable 
gasoline” by firefighters – all 
contribute to faster burn rates 
giving you less time to escape.

This fact was driven home 
by a dramatic side-by-side 
burn demonstration, which 
showed how quickly a fire could 
spread. The living room cell 
not equipped with a sprinkler 
system was consumed by fire – 
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Personal information submitted (e.g., name, address and phone number) is collected, maintained and disclosed under the authority of the Environmental Assessment Act and the 
Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act for transparency and consultation purposes. Personal information you submit will become part of a public record 
that is available to the general public, unless you request that your personal information remain confidential.

Can’t make it in person?
Participate in our online Open House 
from October 26 to November 30. Provide 
feedback, receive updates and have your 
say at york.ca/waterplan

Submit questions or comments, request 
accommodation or an accessible version of 
this notice or join the Master Plan Update 
mailing list by contacting:

Laura Alpi, Project Liaison
The Regional Municipality of York
17250 Yonge Street, Newmarket, ON  L3Y 6Z1
P: 1-877-464-9675 ext. 73029
F: 905-830-6927  |  water@york.ca

SATURDAY, OCT. 26, 2019
2:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
Aurora Seniors Centre
90 John West Way, Aurora

TUESDAY, NOV. 5, 2019
4 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
East Gwillimbury Sports Complex
1914B Mount Albert Road,East Gwillimbury

SATURDAY, NOV. 9, 2019
11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Thornhill Community Centre
7755 Bayview Avenue, Markham

The Regional Municipality of York is updating its Water and Wastewater Master Plan through the Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment master planning process. The Master Plan Update will identify and evaluate long-term strategies, programs and 
infrastructure projects for future water and wastewater servicing needs to 2041 and beyond. Join us and provide your feedback 
at the Open Houses listed above. Community and partner input will shape alternative strategies to address future water needs. 
These strategies will be presented for input at Open Houses in 2020; details to be confirmed.

YOU’RE INVITED!

BE A PART OF SHAPING YOUR WATER’S FUTURE 
Experience your water system through interactive displays and discover what’s involved in getting water to you. 
Your water has quite the journey, from planning, to pipes, to your home and even what happens after you flush. 
Meet some of the team behind your water and share your thoughts with us. Everyone is welcome. Kid-friendly 
activities and refreshments to enjoy.

Open House Round 1yourDIVEwatersystem
into

GEORGINA FIRE CHIEF RON JENKINS

K A R E N  W AT S O N   |   D I R E C T O R  &  A R T I S T

ART CLASSES FOR ALL AGES 
Register now for fall classes! 

Drawing and painting only  
$20 materials included.

SHOP AT OUR  
GALLERY

World Travel  
& Retreats

76 Damsel Circle,
Sutton West, ON

L0E 1R0
905.596.0205
905.716.9221

info@ 
watsonoriginal.com

typically called a flash-over – in 
less than two minutes.  

What’s also disturbing is 
that despite years of public 
education and multiple fire 
fatalities, fire inspectors still 
see homes without functioning 
smoke alarms. 

Chief Jenkins says 30 per cent 
of homes don’t have a working 
smoke or carbon monoxide 

alarm – often, homeowners 
didn’t change the batteries.  
And, another 5 per cent have 
no smoke alarm at all. “Their 
chances of escape are zero,” says 
Chief Jenkins. 

For more information about 
Fire Prevention Week and home 
escape planning visit georgina.
ca/fire
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Georgina Studio Tour  
Celebrates 25 Years

PAUL HARPLEY

By EWA CHWOJKO-SRAWLEY

Tables with flowing rivers, 
hand-carved guitars with 
embedded personal mementos; 
magic! The magician is Ron 
Walmer, who uses the most 
beautiful slabs of wood and 
some resin to create enchanting 
furniture and musical 
instruments which are shipped 
all over Canada from his little 
workshop on the shores of Lake 
Simcoe.

Mr. Walmer is one of thirty-
four artists and artisans who 
opened their homes and studios 
to Georgina Studio Tour visitors. 
It was a special event - the 
Georgina Studio Tour celebrated 
its 25th anniversary! Paul 
Harpley, an environmentalist 
and a painter, recalls that it 
began when he and two of his 
artist friends, Jeanette Shanks 
and Bruce Curtis, organized the 
Art in the Park event in Jackson’s 
Point. It ran successfully for a 
few years, steadily expanding, 
and then a group of local artists 
transformed it into an annual 
Georgina Studio Tour. 

Mr. Harpley is the only artist 
from the original group who 
is still exhibiting. His delicate 
drawings and paintings of 
animals and landscapes charm 
visitors to his studio nestled in 
rural Georgina. His daughter, 
Janet Harpley-Aco, who was a 
child when her father started 
exhibiting, today herself 

participates in the Tour, showing 
her own artistic creations. 
As a passionate children’s art 
teacher, she exhibits handmade 
colouring books celebrating the 
beauty of our planet, including 
our own Georgina.

This year eight new artists 
joined the Tour. One of them is 
Karen Watson, the world traveller 
from Sutton. She exhibited her 
paintings, photographs, and 
cards depicting faraway places–
and her own backyard. “I am 
excited to be a part of this event, 
it’s been a steady flow of visitors. 
What I like most is that there is 
a mixture of ages,” says Mrs. 
Watson. While we talk, Mary 
Jacobs from Toronto, on her 
way to her cottage, grabs one of 
Karen’s photographs depicting 
Alaska and exclaims: “Stunning, 
stunning, stunning!” 

Karen Watson, Nadya Edwards 
and Thelma Sellers presented 
their art in a barn. It was Thelma 
Sellers who convinced Norma 
Pegg, the owner of Homestead 
Orchards, to take artists without 
studios under her wing and 
a wonderful partnership was 
born. After all, we are a rural 
community, and barns should 
be used as art studios, shouldn’t 
they?

Susanne Cotton, who has 
been in charge of the Studio 
Tour for the last fifteen years, 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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Beth is dedicated to making the world 
a brighter place, one conversation at 
a time. She stumbled upon Routes 
Connecting Communities in a 
brochure when she was looking for 
something to do to fill her time and 
wanted to find a way to give back to 
her community. At 74-years-old, Beth 
is a confident driver and liked that 
Routes helps those who don’t drive 
and need assistance getting around. 
She gave Routes a call, got set-up as a 
volunteer, and 10 years later still has 
the same amount of enthusiasm as she 
did on day one. 
Beth is dedicated to staying active 
and relies on her vehicle to be 
able to make it to playing bridge, 
golf, curling, and Thai Chi. She 
understands how isolating it can be 
for others, especially seniors, who 
don’t have a vehicle to get around,
“I know the pitfalls of living in the 
country without a vehicle and access 
to public transit,” says Beth. “Some 
of the Routes riders can’t get to the 
bus stop. 
Up here, it can take almost the entire 

day to take the bus somewhere 
because the buses don’t run often.”
She recalls that in over a decade of 
volunteering with Routes, the most 
common destinations have been to 
the most necessary services; the bank, 
grocery store, pharmacy, library, and 
to see a friend. 
Beth enjoys connecting with all her 
riders but is especially keen to drive 
seniors because of the insight, great 
stories and history of the community 
that they offer. It is truly the 
conversation along the way, that has 
kept Beth volunteering year after year. 
“A lot of the riders have very limited 
contact with others because they don’t 
have transportation or know where to 
look for senior groups,” says Beth. 
“I like to make sure that the people I 
look after have a good experience. I 
talk to them and as they start to open 
up and tell me about themselves, the 
conversation just brightens up both of 
our days.”
 Beth’s schedule has allowed her to 
help a client with up to three doctors 
appointments each week. The client 

counts on Beth to be able to make it 
to every appointment and get relief 
from her chronic illness. She’s also 
extremely scent-sensitive, which 
makes going out in public very hard 
and potentially life threatening. Beth 
knows this and makes sure she uses 
scent-free detergent and no perfumes 
when she’s driving – often preparing 
days in advance for her rides. Her 
dedication to driving this Routes 
client is special, as they’ve formed a 
close and caring bond over their time 
driving together.
“We always have good conversations 
and lots of laughs,” says Beth. “I 
always keep the conversation light and 
enjoyable, because I want her to enjoy 
her time and take her mind of things. 
I make time for her every week, so 
that she can have the same driver and 
I’ve been driving her for a year and 
a half.”
For Beth, Routes has always been 
an easy way to give back to others 
who need her. From helping seniors 
get to their doctors’ appointment, to 
young mothers on their way to a baby 

nutrition group – Beth incorporates 
volunteer driving into her schedule 
every week. She’s actively trying to 
recruit her friends to drive for Routes 
too!
“It’s so easy to drive for Routes. If 
you’re busy you just say no, and 
you can make parameters,” says 
Beth. “I don’t drive any further 
than Newmarket, because I don’t 
like driving in the city. It’s never an 
obligation for me. I get paid for my 
mileage, everything always runs 
smoothly and there’s nothing to worry 
about. I wish more people would give 
it a try.”
According to Beth, the day she is 
unable to volunteer with Routes will 
be the same day she is calling them to 
send her a volunteer driver.
To learn more about becoming a 
Routes volunteer, or acquiring a ride, 
visit www.routescc.org. 

ADVERTISEMENT

A Friendly Conversation Goes A Long Way
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Make a WORLD of  
difference to the success of 
your event with DAVID JONES! 

Charities Welcome   |   Reasonable Rates   |   A.V.L.A. Licensed

905.476.7203  or  416.435.9108
davethedj.dj@gmail.com

Book Your 
WEDDING 

NOW!

WEDDINGS ♦ PARTIES ♦ SINGLES 
DANCES ♦ BIKE NIGHTS  
♦ SCHOOL DANCES, ETC.

Formerly the resident of DJ at CN Tower 
Sparkles Night Club with global experience in 
Singapore, Thailand, Bahrain, Germany, Holland, 
France, Sweden, Norway, Egypt..









opened her workshop to several 
artists, including the youngest 
art enthusiast, her 10-year-
old granddaughter, Sage. Mrs. 
Cotton explains that her goal 
is not only to promote local 
artists but also to bring tourism 
to Georgina. She hopes that 
guest artists from neighbouring 
communities will draw their 
followers to the shores of Lake 
Simcoe.

Many exhibitors presented 

old-fashioned, almost-forgotten 
crafts: weaving, quilting, press 
printing, embroidery, wood 
carving and more. What a feast 
for the eyes and mind! In our 
‘use it and lose it’ culture, it is 
refreshing to meet artists who 
work slowly, who lovingly select 
materials and put their heart 
and soul into their one-of-a-kind 
creations. Art lovers, mark your 
calendar for the 2020 Georgina 
Studio Tour!   

KAREN WATSON & MARY JACOBS STUDIO CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12
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IN &  
AROUND TOWN

STILETTOS & 
SNEAKERS 

SEPTEMBER 28TH

Guy on stage

CGIFN POW WOW
SEPTEMBER 28-29TH

Dancing in the Grand EntryDancer in jingle dress

Sandy, a traditional dancerKaren, Teresa and Maureen

Chippewa drummers and singers Cheryl Snow & Isabella K.

 Caroline Mulroney, Chief Donna Big Canoe & Elder Shelly Charles

Dancer in jingle dress and eagle feathers

THE ENNIS SISTERS
OCTOBER 4TH

t

t
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Last Curbside Giveaway of 2019. Saturday,  
Oct. 19th

This is the final  Curbside Giveaway  this year. 
Put unwanted items out at the curb for others to 
take free of charge between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. All 
unclaimed items must be removed by 5 p.m.

Peaceful Hearts 2nd Annual Buttertart Festival 
Saturday, Oct. 19th, 10 a.m to 4 p.m.

You won’t want to miss one of Georgina’s best events 
hosted by Peaceful Hearts Georgina Foundation. 
Miles of Sugary Smiles with Ontario Bakers & 
thousands of tarts, amateur baker contests, musical 
entertainment, shop a busy market with retailers, 
artisans and crafters, café and food. Face painting. 
Accessibility washroom trailer on site and extra 
wide aisles for wheelchair access. Admission $1 for 
adults and free under 18 years.

Georgina Pioneer Village – Family Fright Fiesta, 
Saturday, Oct. 19th, 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Join us at  Georgina Pioneer Village for the 
annual  Family Fright Fiesta. Kids can wear their 
costumes to this fun evening of Halloween delights. 
Balloon artists, stilt walkers, a magic show, haunted 
attractions throughout the village, giveaways and 
more.

GPL, Pefferlaw Branch – Fall Colours Walk, 
Saturday, Oct. 19th, 2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Free, registration required. This educational walk, 
provided by York Region forest experts, will teach 
participants about how the forest ecosystem 
changes in the fall. The walk will happen rain or 
shine, so please dress appropriately. To register, 
visit any GPL branch or call the Pefferlaw Branch 
705-437-1514.

GPL, Petter Gzoswki (Sutton) Branch – A Ghostly 
Gathering with the GPL Board. Tuesday, Oct. 22nd, 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Join us for a celebration of the spirits that linger 
in our local area, and an opportunity to meet the 
members of our Georgina Public Library Board.   
Enjoy hot cider and cookies with the Board 
members, a Halloween décor crafting session, 
test your knowledge of famous hauntings to win 
prizes, hear stories of local ghostly encounters with 
the Georgina Paranormal Society, and share your 
own spooky stories with us! (Please note: These 
activities are not suitable for small children.)

Pefferlaw Lioness Craft Sale. Saturday, Oct. 26th, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Port Bolster Hall – Children’s Halloween Party, 
Oct. 26th, 1 p.m. – 3 p.m. 

Enjoy lunch, draws, crafts and pumpkin carving.

Georgina Leisure Pool – Halloween Pool Haunt, 
Thursday, Oct. 24th, 6:45 p.m. to 8:15 p.m.

Get frightfully soaked at the 10th annual Halloween 
Pool Haunt at the Georgina Leisure Pool.  Enjoy 
enchanting games, ghoulish giveaways and hocus 
pocus. It’s spook-tacular fun for the whole family. 
Are you interested in an alternative to sugary treats 
for your trick-or-treaters this Halloween? Grab a 
spooky swim bundle at the pool for only $10 (tax 
included) for 10 child swim passes.

Egypt Hall – Halloween Dance, Saturday, Oct. 26th, 
8 p.m.

Celebrate our 30th Anniversary! It has been 30 
years since the original Egypt Community Hall was 
opened.   During that time, our events have raised 
over $115,000 for the community. We encourage 
everyone who has ever been a part of an Egypt 
sports team or received a sponsorship to attend.   
It is also our Halloween Dance.   Costumes are 
optional. All profits go to helping someone in our 
community. Tickets $10. Call: 905-722-3710.

Cedardale Church, Pefferlaw – Christmas Craft & 
Bake Sale. Saturday, Oct. 26th, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Christmas wreaths, centre pieces, candle holders, 
neck warmers, other unique items & homemade 
baking. For information on table rentals email 
Admin@CedardaleChurch.ca 

COMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Fully Furnished. No Smoking. No Pets.
Call: 905-722-3640

1 BEDROOM APARTMENT FOR RENT


 






