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CUPID’S GOAL
Is to match you with this 3 bdrm, 2 bth  
bungalow that has seen Thousands of  
$$$$’s spent on improvements inside & out.   
2 cars (long) garage.  HUGE back deck w/hot tub & a view of bush 
with no houses behind! Located in Adult community w/inground 
pool & Clubhouse. For all the lovable details call us TODAY!$399,900

Despite being branded a “NIMBY” and 
told to get off his “high-horse,” Paul Brady 
remains undeterred in his efforts to save 
Bonnie and Lorne Park, also know as 
Jackson’s Point Park, from the developer’s 
shovel.

After all, Mr. Brady’s roots run deep in 
Jackson’s Point. His mother’s family settled 
here in 1849, and his father’s side in 1870.

He also spent many childhood summers 
swimming at Bonnie Beach and recently, 
with his wife Kim, made the Point his 

One man’s campaign to save Bonnie Park

Infrastructure Ontario, the provincial 
agency that owns the Sutton Hill Trail, says 
its prepared to sell the trail to the Town  
of Georgina. 

That’s good news for Ken McAlpine, 
Manager of Parks Development and 
Operations, who says the town has been 
waiting for an answer from the provincial 
agency for over three years. 

It’s also good news for local snowmobile  
riders who are regular users of the trail in 
the winter months.   

That’s because the trail, a former rail line 
which extends from Sutton through Brown 
Hill to Zephyr, will remain in public hands, 
and not be sold to private developers. 

But there are some caveats. 

According to Mr. McAlpine, Infrastructure 
Ontario will conduct an appraisal to 
determine the fair market price for the lands.  

However, he says it will not share the 
appraisal with the town.  

Mr. McAlpine recommends that the 
town conduct it’s own property appraisal to 
ensure it’s getting fair value. 

Mayor Margaret Quirk is also concerned 
about the costs of maintaining the trail. 

Currently, the trail is maintained by the 
Georgina Trail Riders Snowmobile Club, 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

PAUL BRADY

By MIKE ANDERSON

Georgina moves closer to purchasing major snowmobile trail
By MIKE ANDERSON
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STOUFFVILLE TOYOTA Haig Has 
Your Vehicle 
Solution  
New Or  
Pre-Owned 
Financing  
& Leasing

1288 Millard St. on Hwy 48 south of Bloomington Rd.
(905) 642-6688  |  www.stouffvilletoyota.com

BRING THIS AD AT INITIAL MEETING AND RECEIVE A BONUS! 
ASK HAIG >  HOW HE CAN ARRANGE LIMITED 0% FINANCING 
ASK HAIG > HOW TO ARRANGE PAYMENTS FROM $15 WEEKLY WITH A TRADE 
ASK HAIG > TO ARRANGE TO BUY YOUR VEHICLE WITHOUT A PURCHASE

YARIS
COROLLA
CAMRY
AVALON
RAV 4
4RUNNER
SIENNA
MODEL 86

SUPRA
TACOMA
PRIUS
CHR
TUNDRA
SEQUOIA
HIGHLANDER

CALL OR TEXT 
647.223.8100 HAIG

Haig Ampagoumian represents StouffvilleToyota and lives in Georgina. 
He has 40 years experience with Toyota providing creative payment 
solutions to fit virtually any budget or challenge. Haig has created a 
Special Pricing Program for Georgina residents. Requires proof  of  
residency to qualify. By appointment only: 
                                      647.223-8100  |  haig@stouffvilletoyota.ca

Haig Ampagoumian

SERVICING ALL OF  
GEORGINA & AREA: 
• Keswick • Sutton  
• Jackson’s Point • Virginia  
• Cannington • Port Bolster  
• Brown Hill • Uxbridge  
• Pefferlaw • Brechin  
• Brock • Beaverton

BONNIE PARK CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

home, renovating one of the old 
boathouses facing the harbour.

Mr. Brady is passionate 
about the waterfront and can’t 
understand why this “jewel” 
has been neglected for so many 
years. 

“If this were in Richmond Hill 
or Markham, it would be treated 
like gold. The beach would be 
groomed daily, and the docks 
would be kept up, “ he says. 

But what worries Mr. 
Brady most is the possibility 
that the waterfront may be 
changed forever by “ill-advised” 
development, cutting off public 
access to the lake and the vistas 
that he says are some of the best 
in Canada.

In 2017, the Bradys and 
several other concerned 
residents successfully opposed a 
proposal made by The Planning 
Partnership — a consulting 
firm hired by the town — to 
swap Bonnie and Lorne Park for 
marina lands owned by MSR 
Holdings, now known as DMCC 
Holdings.

This land swap would have 
allowed the developer to build a 
65-unit condominium or hotel on 
the parklands.

While Georgina Council 
eventually rejected the proposal, 
Mr. Brady says a development 
deal that could include the 
parklands is still on the table. 

“Most of the people who use 
the park don’t even know this 
discussion is going on. The town 
has been able to keep it off the 
radar,” he says. 

But Mr. Brady is determined to 
play the spoiler; his latest gambit 
is to seek a heritage designation 
for both Bonnie and Lorne Park.

He argues the harbour and its 
surrounding waterfront parks 
have played a significant role 
in the historical and cultural 
development of Jackson’s Point 
and deserve to be preserved for 
future generations. 

He also hopes a heritage 
designation will force the town 

to seek public input before 
brokering any development deal. 

But so far the town isn’t 
playing ball. The town’s Heritage 
Committee has twice deferred a 
vote on the heritage designation.

Ward 4 Councillor Frank 
Sebo, who sits on the Heritage 
Committee, appears dead-set 
against the idea. 

According to Mr. Sebo, a 
heritage designation would hand-
cuff the town’s redevelopment 
plans; in particular, any proposal 
to build a public boat launch at 
Bonnie Park. 

While Mr. Brady argues a boat 
launch would destroy the beach 
and restrict public access to the 
lake, he says he’ll support the 
plan — if that’s what the public 
wants. 

“The public needs to be part 
of the process. It can’t be done 
behind close doors,” he says. “If 
we get a heritage designation, 
then it gives us a sober second 
thought. It can always be 
repealed. So, I don’t understand 
the resistance to it.”

Meanwhile, the town will 
review the redevelopment of 
Jackson’s Point Harbour in phase 
one of the upcoming Waterfront 
Parks Master Plan. 

But it could be a case of deja 
vu, as the town has re-hired The 
Planning Partnership to come up 
with its new waterfront strategy.
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Speak to our knowledgeable and  
certified staff about our extensive  

selection of food, treats and supplies

905-722-7600 
20887 Dalton Road  

Sutton

905-989-2503
24018 Woodbine Avenue 

Keswick

TWO GREAT LOCATIONS SERVING ALL OF GEORGINA

Editorial: Where is federal funding 
for Lake Simcoe Clean-Up Fund?

Despite making a commitment 
during the 2019 federal election 
to provide $40 million for the 
Lake Simcoe Clean-Up Fund, the 
Liberals have apparently backed 
away from their promise. 

This is shameful. Especially 
in light of a recent report 
from the Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority 
(LSRCA) that says the lake’s 
phosphorus levels have been 
trending higher, spiking at 131 
tonnes in 2017, the most recent 
reporting period. 

This level is up from 73 tonnes 
in 2016, and significantly higher 
than the target of 44 tonnes set  
by the Lake Simcoe Protection 
Plan in 2009. 

Clearly, the lake is under 
pressure from increased sewage 
outflows, agricultural pollution 
and stormwater run-off. 

There’s also the negative 
impacts of invasive species and 
climate change. 

It’s strange that the Liberals 
would push a carbon tax to 
meet global targets set out in the 
Paris Accords, but conveniently 
ignore their own environmental  
targets at home — like cleaning 
up Ontario’s sixth-largest inland 
lake and ensuring the survival of 
it’s cold water fishery. 

A lake that is polluted and 
suffers from algae blooms is not 
a lake where people want to fish, 
swim-in or sunbathe next to. 

In short, an unhealthy Lake 
Simcoe will be devastating to 
this region’s local economy. 

According to MP Scot 
Davidson, during the ten years 
the Lake Simcoe Clean-up 
Fund was operational, close to 
28 tonnes of phosphorus was 
prevented from entering the lake  

This was achieved by planting 
thousands of native trees and 
shrubs to stabilize shorelines 
and reduce phosphorus run-off, 
and developing stormwater and 
sewage management systems 
that reduced point sources of 
phosophorus. 

Despite calls from 
Mr. Davidson and other 
Conservative MPs around the 
Lake, and the LSRCA’s own 
plea to restore funding, Prime 
Minister Trudeau, and his  
Environment Minister Jonathan 
Wilkinson have steadfastly 
refused to do so. 

It’s clear Mr. Trudeau and Mr. 
Wilkinson are playing politics 
with the health of Lake Simcoe. 
After all, a promise made, should 
be a promise kept. 

BY MIKE ANDERSON



n 4   02.10.2020  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM    

TRAIL CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

through an arrangement with 
the province.   

However, Mayor Quirk wants 
the town to explore possible cost-
sharing arrangements with York 
Region and East Gwillimbury — 
as at least one of the bridges on 
the trail needs extensive repairs. 

The trail will also require 
annual grading, according 
to Ward 5 Councillor Dave 
Harding, who’s company has 
done maintenance on the trial 
for several years on behalf of the 
Georgina Trail Riders.

Mr. Harding says the problem 
is not so much snowmobiles, but 
ATVs and dirt bikes that chew 
up the trail during the summer 
months. 

But even if a cost sharing 
deal is struck, it appears the 
town will have to absorb most 
of the bill. According to Mr. 
McAlpine, only one-tenth of the 
trail is in East Gwillimbury, the 
remaining nine-tenths is located 
in Georgina.  

According to Mr. McAlpine, 
the next step is for the town 
to issue an expression of 
interest to purchase the trail.  
In the meantime, the town will 
explore possible cost-sharing 
arrangements — including 
splitting the purchase cost  — 
with the Region and other 
municipalities. 
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Valentine’s Day is quickly 
approaching, but it’s not too late 
to make some reservations with 
plenty of events and special 
offers happening in Georgina.

From Thursday, February 
13 to Sunday, February 16, The 
Corner House Bistro in Keswick 
is running a special Valentine’s 
menu. They are open from, 5 
p.m. to 9 p.m. on Thursday and 
Sunday and 5 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday. You can call 
and book a reservation at (905) 
476-4800. 

On Thursday, February 13, 
Elpida Café & Roastery, Artistic 
Approach Studio and Petal 
Pushers Flower & Gifts in 
Keswick are hosting a Rose Petal 
Paint Night using real ground 
rose petals and ground coffee/
tea. The event will be held at 
Elpida Café and the cost is $35 
per painting. You can register by 
calling Elpida at (905) 535-4673 or 
Artistic Approach at (289) 470-
0288. Elpida Café is also offering 
Valentine themed drinks for a 
limited time, and from 8 a.m. 
on February 14 Keller Williams 
Realty Centres Brokerage and 
The York Region Eco Team are 
paying it forward with a hot or 
cold specialty drink on them.

On Friday, February 14, 
Symposium Cafe in Keswick is 
offering a Valentine’s Day menu 
from 11 a.m. You can call and 
book at (905) 952-3129.

The Briars Resort & Spa in 
Jackson’s Point is offering a 
special three course Valentine’s 
Day dinner menu. Featuring ahi 
tuna tartare, seared scallops, 
beef tenderloin and a dessert 
to share. Live music will be 
provided by Larry Baguley 
playing the grand piano. If you 
want to make a night of it, The 
Briars also offer a Valentine’s 
getaway stay with room, meals, 

and activities. You can call to 
make your reservation at (905) 
722-3271. 

Lake Simcoe Arms Restaurant 
in Jackson’s Point is running a 
special Valentine’s menu and 
contest on February 14. All 
customers who eat at the Arms 
on Friday can fill out a ballot 
to win one of three prizes: an 
hour’s couples massage from En 
Route to Recovery, a weekend 
stay at Gypsy By the Lake Bed 
and Breakfast, or a bouquet 
of flowers from Petal Pushers. 
Their Valentine menu runs from 
5 p.m. till 12 a.m. on February 14 
with other specials happening 
all weekend. You can make a 
reservation by calling (905) 722-
5999.

Ramada Jackson’s Point 
Resort & Spa are offering one 
or two night Valentine themed 
stays and a special Valentine’s 
Day menu. You can call and book 
a reservation at (905) 572-6232.

From February 14 to 16, Elio‘s 
Ristorante in Sutton is having 
a Valentine pizza and wine/
pint special. You can make a 
reservation by calling (905) 596-
3546.

For parents wanting a night 
out without the kids, Rumble 
Martial Arts in Keswick is 
offering a Valentine’s Day Kids 
Camp on February 14 from 5 
p.m to 9:30 p.m. A fun-filled 
night of games, fitness, various 
martial arts and a pizza party 
dinner. The cost per child is 
$25 and you can book online at 
keswickkidsmartialarts.com or 
call (905) 476-6621.

On Sunday, February 16, Crock 
A Doodle in Keswick is having 
a Valentine Tea with Peppa Pig 
and a chance for kids to paint 
their own piggy bank. You 
can register and pay online at 
crockadoodle.com.

















































Over 15 Years Experience 




Make this Valentine’s Day 
weekend one to remember
BY MICHELLE POIRIER
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That summer in Willow Beach...
REHEARSAL. FROM LEFT: MARION LAVIGNE, VIRGINIA MARRIN, SHAUN BENJAMIN 

By EWA CHWOJKO

Thirteen-year-old Maggie, a 
dreamer who lived in a world 
of novels and poetry, fell in 
love.  Years later, Margaret, now 
an adult, reminisces about those 
memorable August days, and 
feels a deep wish that things had 
been different. She is plagued by 
thoughts of “if only...”

Karin Kuch-Simpson, who 
plays Margaret, says “bringing 
this character to life has brought 
me a sense of joy and peace.” She 
adds, “I always tell my students 
that life is reflected in literature, 
and that literature is reflected in 
life.” 

“That Summer,” by Canadian 
playwright David French, takes 
place in 1990 with flashbacks 
to 1958. At the very beginning 
Willow Beach is mentioned, 
and it is probable that the 
author visited the shores of Lake 
Simcoe; the idea of his play was 
probably born here! For director, 

Harry Lavigne, the location 
was not what made him decide 
to stage the play. He says he is 
fascinated by how “in our minds 
we have memories, and we 
shape those memories in ways 
that may not be completely true 
to what really happened.”

The cast is small, only seven 
actors, but emotions run high 
as every character is full of 
contrasts and passions. They 
are played with commitment 
and dedication by a talented 
and mostly amateur cast. Shaun 
Benjamin from Keswick, who 
plays Maggie’s father, caught 
the theater bug some ten years 
ago when his daughter joined a 
community theatre. He loves it 
because it’s completely different 
from his everyday life. The same 
is true for Karin Kuch-Simpson, 
whose daily work is teaching. 
The only professional is Ann 
Smith, who plays an eccentric, 
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REHEARSAL. FROM LEFT: MARION LAVIGNE, KARIN KUCH-SIMPSON,  
VIRGINIA MARRIN, SHAUN BENJAMIN

VIRGINIA MARRIN, SHAUN BENJAMIN, MARION LAVIGNE, TIM VILAYPHANNH

bourbon-drinking, cigar-smoking 
Mrs. Crump. These three are 
joined by four teenage actors 
who love the stage and see their 
future in the world of theatre. 

THAT SUMMER by David 
French, presented by the talented 
actors of the Queensville Players, 
opens at the Stephen Leacock 
Theatre on Friday February 7, and 
runs until Sunday February 16.
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Make a WORLD of  
difference to the success of 
your event with DAVID JONES! 

Charities Welcome   |   Reasonable Rates   |   A.V.L.A. Licensed

905.476.7203  or  416.435.9108
davethedj.dj@gmail.com

Book Your 
WEDDING 

NOW!

WEDDINGS ♦ PARTIES ♦ SINGLES 
DANCES ♦ BIKE NIGHTS  
♦ SCHOOL DANCES, ETC.

Formerly the resident of DJ at CN Tower 
Sparkles Night Club with global experience in 
Singapore, Thailand, Bahrain, Germany, Holland, 
France, Sweden, Norway, Egypt..

The grape escape: how to have 
fun making your own plonk

The process of making wine 
always fascinated me. You pick 
grapes, put them in a barrel, 
then stand on them and tread 
to extract the juice. You wait a 
few years for the yeasts to act on 
the juice, which creates alcohol, 
then you bottle, label, and drink it.

I never had the chance to do 
any of this (except drink it). I 
always bought bottles ready 
for the table. I had the three 
pleasures, of course: the pop! 
As the cork comes out, the glug-
glug as wine is poured into a 
glass, then sipping the nectar 
of the gods, gently rocking in 
a hammock while watching a 
golden sunset (actually, while 
watching a golden sunrise is 
just as good; come to think of 
it, watching the sun overhead at 
lunchtime also works…). 

I moved from France to 
Georgina, and to my amazement, 
I found Georgina has something 
that France does not have—a 

place to make your own wine, and 
not just one place, but two places 
(Fellini Fine Wines, Keswick; We 
Make Wine, Sutton)!

“Hey, great!” I thought, “I’ll be 
in the middle of the shop, shoes 
off, pants rolled up, treading 
grapes!” Well, not quite. The 
juice (dozens of varieties, both 
red and white) is waiting for you. 
But the other steps, you do them 
all! You put the juice in a barrel, 
add the yeast, wait a few weeks, 
then comes one of the most fun-
filled parts: you bottle it yourself. 
A small quantity of your wine 
is syphoned into a glass so that 
you can taste it as you bottle, 
then you cork the bottles, add 
labels and a colourful shrink top, 
and stand back to admire thirty 
bottles of your very own wine! 

For the greatest thrill, get 
your artistic skills going and 
create your own labels: ‘Chateau 
Srawley, 2020’. Classy.

By STEEVE SRAWLEY

STEEVE SRAWLEY AND DAN FITZPATRICK, WE MAKE WINE SUTTON.



   02.10.2020  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM    9 n












n 10   02.10.2020  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM    

Nikki & Piper playing in the snow at Snofest 2020

Relaxing at the Chalet at the ROC during Snofest

Wagon rides from Rolling Sands Percherons Farm   Anna & Elsa from FrozenTubing at the ROC 

 Vanessa & Mia going tubing at Snofest

 Karen, Harper, Hudson & Brian at Snofest 2020

 Aydan, Oliver & Sara tobogganing at Snofest

SNOWFEST
KESWICK

FEB 2

IN &  
AROUND

TOWN
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Viviane & Tyler helping the people up the lift at SnofestPikachu with kids at Snofest

Eating French fries in the ROC Chale Officers Taylor & Rodgers with YRP 
mascot Morris the Moose at Snofest

Tobogganing down the ROC hillKidsWorld, inflatables, sponsored by 
FochFamily Real Estate Services



n 12  02.10.2020  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM   


 





GPL - All branches - Blind Date with a Book, Feb 
1 to 15 Get “fixed up” on a blind date… with a book, 
of course!  Library staff select books and wrap them 
in paper so you won’t know the “identity” of your 
date until you get home. If your date turns out to 
be a dud, all is not lost - fill out the ballot attached 
to each book for a chance to win a prize. Books 
available Feb. 1 - 15, last day for ballot submission is 
Feb. 23, prize draw is Feb. 25.
 

Georgina Leisure Pool - Valentine’s Day Sweetheart 
Swim, Thursday, Feb. 13, 6:45 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. Bring 
your sweetheart for a swim, and they swim for free! 
Wrist band policy and admission fee/policy applies.
 

5th Annual Lake Simcoe Championship Ice Fishing

Derby, Sun., Feb. 16 Entry Fee $250 Per 
Team (2 People Per Team) Register Online: 
IceFishingLakeSimcoe.com. Lottery Draw. Tickets 
$10 Each. $50K in Prizes. Proceeds in Support of 
Canadian Tire Jumpstart Charities.
 

Link Winter Market, Sunday, Feb. 16, 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Enjoy this popular one-of-a-kind shopping 
experience right in the heart of Georgina. Find gifts 
and treasures from local artisans, chefs, farmers and 
more. A great Sunday outing including horse-drawn 
wagon rides, live music, food demos and more! 
 

GACAG -  WORDS AND IMAGES, Until Feb. 23

Paintings by local artists,  based on writings by local 
writers! Reception and reading: Sunday, Feb 16 at  
1 p.m. 149 High Street, Sutton.

Georgina Ice Palace - Skate With Pride - Monday, 
Feb 17, 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. York Pride is hosting it’s 
first free skating event in Georgina on Family Day 
at the Georgina Ice Palace (Green Pad). The event 
includes a fundraiser BBQ , Hot Beverages, Snacks, 
Community Booths and a live DJ. 
 

Family Day Events, Monday, Feb. 17 Town of 
Georgina has got a lot on offer for Family Day 
with skating at the Ice Palace and Sutton Area, 
swimming at the Leisure Pool, and tubing, skiing 
and snowboarding at the ROC. There are activities 
for every member of the family.
 

ROC - Women’s Night Out Ski and Snowboard, 
Wednesday, Feb. 19, 5.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. Enjoy an 
evening of riding with like-minded women. This 
event includes a 90-minute ski or snowboard lesson 
by a certified female instructor and a delicious meal, 
fun games and prizes. Tickets are $45 +HST each or 
$30 +HST for ROC season pass holders. This event 
is for ages 18 and up. Registration is required.
 

Sutton Legion, 25th Anniversary - Thomas 
Crittenden Memorial Ice Fishing Derby, Wed., Feb.

19th, 7 a.m. - 4 p.m. Breakfast at Legion. 
Transportation to ice hut and return provided. Hut 
Rentals. Briars Accommodation. Roast Beef Dinner 
at 5.30 p.m. Tickets $30. Cash Prizes. Tel: 905-722 
8981 or 905-722-8171 
 

COMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

HELP WANTED

Jericho Youth Services hosts Bingo Night at the 
Link, Friday, Feb. 21, 7 p.m. 50-50 Draw and Snack 
bar. All proceeds go to support Jericho’s free 
programs. Visit facebook.com/GeorginaBingo for 
more info and additional dates.
 

Sibbald Point Provincial Park - Perchin For MS 
Ice Fishing Tournament, Saturday, Feb. 29 It’s 
tenth anniversary of Perchin for MS, a charity ice 
fishing tournament in support of ending MS and 
bringing awareness to the disease. The tournament 
is a one day, team event. To register visit: www. 
perchinforms.com
 

Georgina-Brock, Beaverton & Cannington Garden

Clubs, Seedy Saturday, Feb. 29, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Beacon Presbyterian Church, (413 Simcoe St, 
Beaverton). Guest speakers, seed swap, vendors, 
kid’s table and more.

 

Busy multidisciplinary clinic looking for a 
Registered Massage Therapist to join our 

healthcare team - flexible days/hours, existing 
clientele, rent on a percentage basis. Deep tissue 

and remedial exercise an asset. Please email 
resume to dr.dianegolding@gmail.com.

Happy Valentine’s Day

After 8 years, Rover still loveshis Cheesecake

Happy Valentine’s Day Debra

Love, Allyn

PERSONAL AD


 






