March 24. 2020
VOLUME 16 | ISSUE 06

CIVIL LITIGATION

GEORGINAPOST.COM

Knowledge & Experience
WHEN YOU NEED
IT MOST

905.476.9100

FR EE ISSU E

www.donnellgroup.ca

Georgina declares state of emergency over COVID-19 pandemic
By MIKE ANDERSON
The Town of Georgina joined the long
list of Ontario municipalities who have
declared states of emergency to deal with
the COVID-19 pandemic.
“There is no need to panic, but we do
need to take strong action as a community
in stopping the transmission of COVID-19,”
said Mayor Margaret Quirk, who issued a
declaration of emergency on March 19.
“This emergency declaration reinforces
the importance of social distancing and
self-isolation,” said Mayor Quirk in a media
release.
“This is an unprecedented global pandemic
and our role in helping to manage the spread
of COVID-19 is critical.”
The declaration will grant the Mayor
authority to implement the Town’s
Emergency plan, which allows it to
coordinate services and resources to “protect
and preserve the health, safety and welfare of
residents.”
The declaration also allows the Town to
protect volunteer emergency workers by
extending them WSIB coverage, should they
be required.
The Town has also activated its Emergency
Operations Centre, which will centralize
and coordinate efforts in response to the
pandemic.

ROAD SIGN AT WILLOW BEACH

Region confirms community spread of COVID-19
By MICHELLE POIRIER
There is evidence of local transmission of
COVID-19 in York Region, according to Dr.
Karim Kurji, York Region Medical Officer of
Health, who held a live briefing for media and
residents on March 22. Local transmission,
or community spread, happens when
individuals who did not have close contact
with a travel-related case, or any known case
of COVID-19, contracts the virus.

The York Region COVID-19 website,
which lists all know cases of the virus in
York Region, is now showing a large number
of cases that are being classified as under
investigation, which suggest community
transmission is the cause.
“Previously it was very easy for us to
label them as travel related. But now we are
increasingly having difficulty in determining

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

N/A Sunset Beach Rd, $659,000

NEW HOME TO BE BUILT!
Approximately 1700 sqft CUSTOM BUILT bungalow
offered in desirable Lakeside Community supplying 3
lakeside parks, community center & park, and a cement
boat launch. Reputable builder with New Homes Warranty.
3 bdrms, 2 bth, oversized 2 car garage w/ent to house.
Plenty of elbow space w/approx 146 feet of frontage.
PERSONALIZE your new home by calling us TODAY!

Office: (905) 722-3211 & (905) 476-4337
Sandy Young
Sales Representative

sandyyoung.ca
buygeorginahomes.com

Toll Free: (877) 356-7033

sellwithsandy@gmail.com
laura.rackham@gmail.com

Laura Rackham
Sales Representative
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STOUFFVILLE TOYOTA

1288 Millard St. on Hwy 48 south of Bloomington Rd.
(905) 642-6688 | www.stouffvilletoyota.com

CALL OR TEXT
647.223.8100

YARIS

HAIG

SUPRA

TACOMA
COROLLA PRIUS
CAMRY
CHR
AVALON
RAV 4
4RUNNER
SIENNA
MODEL 86

Haig Ampagoumian

Haig Has
Your Vehicle
Solution
New Or
Pre-Owned
Financing
& Leasing

TUNDRA
SEQUOIA
HIGHLANDER

SERVICING ALL OF
GEORGINA & AREA:
• Keswick • Sutton
• Jackson’s Point • Virginia
• Cannington • Port Bolster
• Brown Hill • Uxbridge
• Pefferlaw • Brechin
• Brock • Beaverton

Haig Ampagoumian represents StouffvilleToyota and lives in Georgina.
He has 40 years experience with Toyota providing creative payment
solutions to fit virtually any budget or challenge. Haig has created a
Special Pricing Program for Georgina residents. Requires proof of
residency to qualify. By appointment only:
647.223-8100 | haig@stouffvilletoyota.ca
BRING THIS AD AT INITIAL MEETING AND RECEIVE A BONUS!
ASK HAIG > HOW HE CAN ARRANGE LIMITED 0% FINANCING
ASK HAIG > HOW TO ARRANGE PAYMENTS FROM $15 WEEKLY WITH A TRADE
ASK HAIG > TO ARRANGE TO BUY YOUR VEHICLE WITHOUT A PURCHASE

EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTRE

EMERGENCY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The emergency declaration
follows an earlier decision to
close most of the Town’s facilities
to the public, including libraries,
recreational centres, municipal
buildings, and parks.
However, essential services,
like recycling and garbage pickup, will continue.
The
Mayor’s
emergency
declaration also aligns the
municipality with the province,
which declared a state of
emergency on March 16.
The provincial declaration will
allow the municipality to tap into
emergency funding.
However, the exact amount
and guidelines on how the
funds must be spent have
not been provided by the
province, according to a Town
spokesperson.
Georgina Council will also
consider ways to relieve the
financial pressure that many
residents are facing due to
COVID-19.
These measures may include
a property tax deferral, waving
the penalty and interest charges
for April, and adjustments to due
dates for water/sewer billings.
However, these measures
must be approved by council,
which will meet on March 24.
The Town has also make
significant changes to its parking
regulations.
Overnight parking enforcement
and the three-hour time limit on
all streets has been suspended

— but will be in place if there is
a snow event.
However, daytime parking
enforcement is still active.
For more Town information
related to COVID-19, visit
www. georgina.ca/COVID-19.

CIVIC CENTRE CLOSED
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Editorial: At war with a virus
Make no mistake about it; we
are at war. But the enemy doesn’t
wear a uniform or carry a gun.
It’s a virus. Invisible to the
human eye. Virulent. Borders
can’t contain it. And it moves
much faster than our politicians
or public health officials can react.
How do we defeat it? Stay
home. Self-isolate. Do not go
out unless you have to go to
the grocery store or pharmacy.
By eliminating all contact with
other people, you can break the
line of transmission. You will save
yourself and others who may be
more vulnerable to the disease.
Self-isolation must include
your children. They can’t go to
the park and play with other kids.
And, teenagers can’t hang out at
their friend’s house — all of this
must be put on hold for now.
If you need to get some fresh
air or walk the dog, practice
social or physical distancing
- stay at least two metres
from anyone you encounter.
If you are over the age of 65
or have an underlying health
condition
like
asthma
or
diabetes, have someone purchase
groceries for you and have
them leave them at the door.
While no positive cases have
been reported in Georgina, that’s
cold comfort for most of us.
Medical experts say it’s just
a matter of days until we start
to see community spread.

Indeed, our public health
officials
may
be
looking
through a rearview mirror.
The newly confirmed cases
released daily reflect people
tested days ago, who could have
spent up to 14 days with the virus
before developing symptoms there is also a 4 to 7-day backlog
of test results. In short, these
numbers are not an indication
of what’s happening right now.
As Dr. Theresa Tam, Canada’s
chief public health officer,
said last week: “I always tell
people it’s a bit like the light
from a star. What you’re seeing
reported today is something that
actually happened a while back.
A shortage of diagnostic test
kits is also preventing widespread
community testing, which is
required to help identify positive
cases and stop them from
spreading the disease, according
to the WHO and Canadian
infectious disease specialists.
Some doctors are saying that the
virus is already circulating in our
communities, and people without
symptoms (asymptomatic) may
be spreading the virus unwittingly.
This is upsetting news. But
it should help us to re-enforce
our resolve to break the line of
transmission. We must keep the
virus from spreading. Stay at
home. Self-isolate. That is the
only path to victory in this war.

Speak to our knowledgeable and
certified staff about our extensive
selection of food, treats and supplies
TWO GREAT LOCATIONS SERVING ALL OF GEORGINA
905-722-7600
20887 Dalton Road
Sutton

905-989-2503
24018 Woodbine Avenue
Keswick
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TENNYSON TIDBITS
As of Friday, July 20, Georgina’s ban on all outdoor and
open burning fires has been
lifted. Also, as per a Town bylaw, the use of municipal water for watering lawns or gardens, washing vehicles or filling swimming pools is only
permitted between the hours of
6:00 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
to 10 p.m. between May 15
Congratulations to MTO emand September 30 of each
ployee Samantha Sarasin
year. An even numbered ad
(Osborne) who will be heading dress may use water out
to Columbus, Ohio in August doors only on even numbered
for the North American Indays of the month and an odd
spectors' Championship
numbered address may use
(NAIC) representing Ontario. water outdoors only on odd
Samantha competed this
numbered days.
month at the Provincial Inspectors’ Competition and
There has been concern over
finished first earning her a spot the increasing number of cats
at the North American compe- that have gone missing and
tition. Samantha will be the
Shirley Jakonen in Pefferlaw
second female officer in Onbelieves coyotes may be retario's 25 year history heading sponsible. She is urging cat
to NAIC with the last one oc- owners to keep their pets incurring 17 years ago. Good
doors, especially in the early
luck, Sam!
morning and evening.

COMMUNITY SPREAD CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

travel as the source of infection.
So that leads me to be fairly
convinced that there is local
transmission occurring in York
Region,” he said.
With this news it’s important
that all residents follow the
recommendations for social
distancing and self isolation, by
keeping two metres between
you and others, avoiding crowds,
staying home if possible and
washing your hands regularly.
“This is particularly important
for
vulnerable
individuals,
individuals
who
may
be
elderly, individuals who may
have
immune-compromised
conditions,” he said. “It could
even just be high blood pressure,
because the experience in China
seems to reveal that. So again,
I would urge you to follow the
measures that have been pushed
by the province and others with
respect to social distances.”
279The virus is spread through
droplets when an infected
individual sneezes or coughs,
and these droplets then land on
surrounding surfaces, or hands
which then touch surrounding
surfaces. If another individual
touches the surfaces and then
touches their eyes, nose or
mouth, then they could contract
the virus.
“So please make sure that you
take measures that break the
chains of transmission. If we
work as a community together,

breaking those chains of
transmissions, there is no reason
why we can’t defeat this virus,”
he said.
But, despite the bad news, Dr.
Kurji says there is hope: “One of
our first cases has now reached
the point where both sets of
swabs, 24 hours apart, have
come back negative. And those
are the criteria that the federal
government and the province
has put forward as being the
criteria where we can discharge
those individuals. So, I’m pleased
to say that our first case has now
fully recovered. Also, there are
several other individuals who are
completely asymptomatic and
we hope in the days ahead they
too will be considered recovered.
So in essence, together we can
get through this difficult time,
and I have every confidence that
we will get through this difficult
time.”

DR. KARIM KURJI
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Local caremongers rally to help
isolated seniors and others in need
By MIKE ANDERSON
They are called caremongers,
people who volunteer to get
food and essentials to vulnerable
people during the coronavirus
crisis. And Danielle Trautman,
a 46-year old mother from
Keswick, is one of them.
“There are vulnerable people
out there who we need to
assist,” said Ms. Trautman, who
jumped into action after reading
anxious Facebook posts from
isolated seniors and people with
underlying medical conditions
who were too afraid to leave
their homes.
“It’s scary for them because
they read the news and watch
TV, and they can see that they’re
one of the most vulnerable
populations,” she said.
On Facebook, Ms. Trautman is
offering to pick up groceries and
prescriptions for free; she won’t
even accept money for gas.
However, she is careful to
maintain social distancing, with
people paying her through an
e-transfer, or leaving the money
under their doormat.
“It’s just kindness. It’s what you
should do,” said Ms. Trautman,
who doesn’t like to call what’s
she’s doing a service. “Besides,
gas is cheap now.”
Ms. Trautman says she’s
getting texts from seniors who
weren’t able to stock up on
groceries and other supplies.
“A lot of these seniors didn’t
get what they felt that they
needed,” she said.
Some people have preexisting medical conditions
and are too afraid to leave their
homes to shop.
One woman who contacted
Ms. Trautman said she had a rare
lung disease that required her to
be hooked up to an intravenous
pump that runs continuously.
“Your offer to help would be

greatly appreciated. I haven’t
been able to do much, if anything,
and now with this pandemic, I’m
really scared to leave my home,”
she wrote in a text.
Ms.
Trautman
is
also
concerned about the shortage
of baby formula, an essential
commodity whose scarcity
hasn’t been discussed much in
the news.
“We can use anything for
toilet paper, but when it comes
to things like baby formula it’s
off the shelf and this is what
these babies survive on. So for
me, I’ve even gone to the extent
of looking up how to make baby
formula.”
Despite fears of community
spread
and
a
possible
government lockdown, Ms.
Trautman is hopeful she can
continue helping others.
“As long as I’m feeling good
and I know that I’ve been in a
safe place, I have no problems
doing it,” she said. “Georgina
is a great community because
people are willing to help.”
If you would like to become
a
caremonger,
visit
the
“#Caremongering /Georgina
Working Together” Facebook
group, where you can offer to
run errands for seniors and
other “vulnerable” residents.

DANIELLE TRAUTMAN
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LESLIE, BROOKLYN AND CARTER

Georgina residents self-isolate
to stop spread of COVID-19
By MICHELLE POIRIER
With public health officials
repeatedly urging people to
practice social distancing and to
self-isolate at home, it looks like
the message is getting through
to Georgina residents.
“I’m personally staying away
from public places. My anxiety is
through the roof, I won’t even go
to the doctor to have my anxiety
medication refilled,” said Lesley
Sedore, a mother of two, an
11-year-old son and a 12-year-old
daughter, who lives in Sutton.
Ms.
Sedore
asked
her
workplace for minimal shifts
for the next three weeks so she
could look after her kids. But
she has a friend bring groceries
to her house because she can’t
bring herself to go outside.
Ms. Sedore’s mother passed
away in 2009 due to being
immune-compromised during
the H1N1 pandemic and says this
is exacerbating her anxiety.
“I think it has a lot to do with
it. When something like that
hits so close to home, it’s kind of
impossible not to panic a little,”
she said.
Ms. Sedore is not the only one
afraid to leave her house. Liane
Austin-Vickers, who lives in

Keswick, is also staying indoors.
“I have severe COPD (chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease)
and can’t risk getting sicker,” she
said.
Ms. Austin-Vickers lives with
her children and partner. Her
daughter, who is diabetic and
asthmatic, is also self-isolating
after returning home from
University.
Her son is awaiting his
workplace to relocate employees
to remote locations, and her
partner works at a low-risk job,
and he is the one going out to do
the shopping. “I am not leaving
the house until this passes,” she
said.
Ms. Austin-Vickers says they
are all coping okay; her daughter
is bored and is unsure of how her
University will figure out the end
of year labs and marks, but she
is glad to be home after getting
over a bout of pneumonia.
But while most residents are
staying-in, some are venturing
outside with their families,
while, of course, practicing
social or physical distancing
— keeping a minimum of two
metres away from others.
Colin McKenna, a Keswick
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resident and father of three
young children, a newborn,
4-year-old and 7-year-old, is
following the public health
directives and turning them into
something useful, picking-up
litter.
“Turn your social distance
into social good this weekend,”
Mr. McKenna posted on
Facebook along with a picture of
the garbage he and his children
picked out of the ditches along
Lake Simcoe.
“We aren’t quarantined, but
we are not taking the children
to public places. We won’t be
spending all our time doing this
surely. But a couple of times, I
hope to take them out,” he said.
Meanwhile,
residents
of
Georgina Island are also selfisolating. Theresa Marianne
BigCanoe is living by herself and
has not left the island in a week.
“As a resident of Georgina
Island, I haven’t stepped foot
out of my door since this news
broke,” she said. “I do want to
make one last trip to stock up
and ride this out completely.”
While public health officials
recommend stocking up on
essentials, they also say to avoid
panic buying, which has been
seen across the province with
shelves of toilet paper, hand
sanitizer and non-perishable
foods wiped clean.
On Georgina’s community
Facebook groups, you can see
residents upset with the panic
buying and offering to buy and
deliver necessities to elderly
or
immune-compromised
individuals who have been
unable to go for themselves.
Thankfully,
several
local
retailers and grocers have
adjusted their hours to ensure
more
“vulnerable”
senior
residents can get what they
need.
Shoppers
Drug
Market,
in Keswick and Sutton, are
dedicating their first opening
hour to customers who “need

assistance and consideration,”
including seniors 65 and older
and people with disabilities.
Shoppers will also offer the
20 per cent discount for Seniors
Day discount on regular priced
items for the first hour or each
day.
Also, the Keswick Zehrs is
opening everyday from 8 a.m.
to 9 a.m. for seniors to shop.
And, the Sutton Sobeys has also
reserved 7 a.m. to 8 a.m. for those
over 65.
With the province mandating
restaurants, bars and other
non-essential buildings close to
the public, many more people
will be staying home. And, for
parents, like Ms. Sedore, with
kids suffering from cabin fever,
it’s going to be a challenge.
“The kids are fine with being
home from school, obviously,
but I’m limiting their interaction
with other kids, and my daughter
is not happy about it. A lot of
people think I’m overreacting,
but I don’t know any other way
to cope, it’s consuming my every
waking thought,” she said.
If you at home with kids,
there are some online resources
to help pass the time, and keep
them engaged.
While the Georgina Public
Library has shut all branches
until April 5, it does offer a
list of online resources such
as e-book borrowing, indoor
activities, educational materials
and movies for kids with library
cards at georginalibrary.ca
Schools are closed until April
6, but York Region District
School Board does offer online
resources for children to keep
them learning while not in
school, they are organized by
grade and subject at yrdsb.ca
The province has also
launched a new online learning
portal, called Learn at home,
which provides curriculum
studies for elementary and
secondary students.
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Local food bank sees increased
demand due to pandemic
By MICHELLE POIRIER
Residents laid-off as a result of
the pandemic are beginning to
show up at the local food bank,
according to Catherine Cook,
Executive Director of Georgina
Community Food Pantry.
“We serviced more than the
usual number of clients,” said
Ms. Cook, who opened the food
pantry last Thursday evening
and Friday morning.
“Typically, we get about three
new households, but 12 of them
were new last week.”
Ms. Cook says she has also
been taking calls from people,
anxious about their situations,
who have never used a food
bank.
“I think there’s going to be a
lot of people who are affected
economically by this pandemic,

and they’re going to be very
much concerned about the next
while,” she said.
The pandemic has also forced
the pantry to change the way it
distributes food.
With the Link in Sutton closed
to the public, the pantry is
providing food to clients outside
its doors, three grocery bags per
household.
Clients are separated by
pylons placed 2 metres apart,
which accommodates about four
households. The rest wait in
their cars until they are called to
join the line-up.
“We maintain the social
distance that is required and get
people in and out as quickly as
possible. So they just come to
the doorway, register, then get

their food, and then they’re off,”
she said.
“Right now, we have to prepackage the food. We don’t have
the luxury of giving people the
food of their choice.”
But Ms. Cook says that the
grocery bags are filled with
things like fresh produce, soup,
peanut butter, cereal, pasta,
beans, milk and eggs.
“We hope to sustain that, but
we go day-to-day because we
never know what restrictions
are going to be put in place by

either the federal, provincial or
local government. Things might
change,” she said.
While the food pantry has
enough supplies for now, Ms.
Cook says if the pandemic lasts
for months, it would impact
donations and the pantry’s
Easter food drive, which
accounts for a large share of the
year’s food supplies.
If the food pantry is forced
to close, she hopes that family,
friends and neighbours will be
able to offer food to those in need.

Top Wood•Shield Best!
Before you stain there are two simple secrets to a
long-lasting finish – QUALITY STAIN and PREP WORK.
Together they create a beautiful long lasting finish, without
prep the odds are high you will be redoing your
project again next year.

Sutton Home Hardware
20938 Dalton Road
Under The Water Tower
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“Their networks will have to
come together and help them
through it, and hopefully it won’t
be for too long,” she said.
“Typically, people come once
a month, and they get about four
to five days of food. So if they
can find a way to bridge that
gap, and we can arrest the virus
quickly, then people might not
miss out on much.”
The food pantry is also putting
together an information package
for their clients, so they are
aware of the support programs
offered by various levels of
government.
“Hopefully, the government
will come through to make life
a bit easier for the time being,”
she said. “A lot of people are
not getting enough money for a
living wage. So their finances are
already stressed.”
Georgina Community Food
Pantry is open Thursday from
5 p.m to 8 p.m., and Friday

from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Check
g e o r g i n a f o o d p a n t r y. c o m
for any changes affecting
upcoming weeks.
The food pantry is always
accepting donations. If you
would like to donate food
items, you can do so through
local grocery stores; Zehrs,
Food Basics, FreshCo, Sobeys
and No Frills.
You can also make a cash
donation through the food
pantry’s PayPal account.






CATHERINE COOK

Over 15 Years Experience
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Laid-off workers must wait for
federal benefits
By JAMES BURROWS
With more than a million
laid-off workers applying for
Employment Insurance (EI)
over the next two weeks, the
federal government is set to pass
a series of economic stimulus
programs costing $27.5 Billion.
An additional $55 billion in
credit programs and business
loans will also be included in
the package, bringing the total to
more than $82 billion.
To put this into context, the
global financial crisis in 2009
resulted in a federal stimulus
package of $45.4 billion.
The current stimulus package
amounts to three per cent of
Canada’s GDP.
But
that’s
considerably
lower than proposed stimulus
packages in the U.K. (15% of

GDP) and the United States (10%
of GDP).
More importantly, Canada
appears to be opting for a slower
rollout than some immediate
packages being proposed south
of the border.
This means most laid-off
workers will not receive their
benefits until well into April or
even May.
Here is a quick rundown
on who can benefit from
announced programs and how
to access those programs. For
more information and updated
information, visit Canada.ca.
To begin with, if you are selfemployed or an independent
contractor, you are not eligible
for Employment Insurance.

ADOBE STOCK

EMERGENCY CARE BENEFIT
If you are ineligible for EI
sickness benefits and are sick,
quarantined, or forced to stay
home to care for children, this
benefit will provide $900 biweekly for up to 15 weeks.

SENIORS
Required minimum withdrawals
from Registered Retirement
Income Funds (RRIFs) will be
reduced by 25 per cent for 2020.

FIRST NATIONS, INUIT, AND
METIS NATIONS
EMERGENCY SUPPORT
$305 million for a new
BENEFIT
distinctions-based Indigenous
This program is for those not Community Support Fund.
eligible for the Emergency Care Information is not yet available
Benefit and who do not qualify for how this fund will be
for EI. Specific details are still delivered.
not available, but federal Finance
Minister Bill Morneau has stated EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE
that the benefit should function ELIGIBLE WORKERS
A medical certificate will
similar to the Emergency Care
no
longer be needed to access
Benefit.
EI
sickness benefits. The
Applications
for
these
federal
government already
programs will be available in
waived
the
one-week waiting
April through the CRA My
period
to
apply
for benefits on
Account website.
March 11. Additionally, the EI
ADDITIONAL SUPPORT
Work Sharing Program will be
FOR LOW AND MODERATEextending the eligibility to 76
INCOME CANADIANS
weeks and reducing eligibility
A one-time payment that requirements. This program
will average $400 for singles provides benefits to workers
and $600 for couples will be who agree to reduce their
available through the Goods and regular working hours due
Services Tax credit.
to developments beyond the
Canada Child Benefit will control of employers.
be increased by $300 a child
FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR
starting in May.
BUSINESSES
Your tax filings will calculate
A temporary small business
both of these programs and the
wage subsidy has been proposed
government is urging those who
that will encourage businesses
are eligible to file as soon as
to retain employees. The subsidy
they can despite the filing date
will be equal to about 10 per cent
being moved back to June 1 for
of wages paid for three months
individuals.
to a maximum of $1,375 for each
employee and up to $25,000 per
STUDENTS
A moratorium on student-loan employer. All businesses can
repayment, including interest now defer their tax filings until
accrual, will take effect March August 31.
30 and last until September 30.
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What to do if you think you have
been infected with COVID-19
By JAMES BURROWS
If you believe you have
symptoms
of
COVID-19
the Ontario Government is
asking you to immediately
self isolate and use the online
self assessment tool available
at Ontario.ca first before seeking
further help.
If you do not have access to the
internet you can call Telehealth
Ontario at 1-866-797-0000 or
York Region Public Health at
1-877-464-9675. Local medical
clinics do not have testing
available and only designated
sites such as Southlake Regional
Health Centre have testing
available.
Common symptoms of the
virus include dry cough, fever,
difficulty breathing but can also
include other flu and cold-like

symptoms. Only contact 911 if
you need urgent medical care,
are having difficulty breathing,
or are experiencing other severe
symptoms.
Once you have been advised
to visit an assessment centre and
are living in Georgina, you can
travel to the Southlake Regional
Health Centre in Newmarket
and go to the main entrance of
the Emergency Department. You
will be screened by a nurse.
The Ontario government
wants you to know that not
all cases that arrive will be
tested. After you are assessed a
determination will be made as
to whether testing is necessary
on site.
Testing is being expanded
across Ontario with now more

CANADIAN PRESS

than 400 cases testing positive
across the province. For the
current status of cases in
Ontario, visit Ontario.ca. For
cases specific to York Region,
visit york.ca
Georgina has declared a state
of emergency and it is important
for individuals to remain as

socially isolated as possible until
further notice.
Visitation is also being
restricted
across
Ontario
hospitals, and is currently
suspended at Southlake, for
more information visit www.
soutlake.ca

Social distancing: dos and don’ts
to curb spread of COVID-19
THE CANADIAN PRESS
Social distancing is one of the
most effective ways to contain
the spread of COVID-19. While
specific restrictions on what
Canadians can do vary from
province to province, here are
the basic Dos and Don’ts of
social distancing, as advised
by the Public Health Agency of
Canada and chief public health
officer Dr. Theresa Tam:
DO
aStay home as much as
possible.
aGet fresh air, go for a jog
or walk your dog but always
keep two metres (six feet
or about two arms-lengths)
distance from other people.
aGo to the grocery store or
pharmacy as needed but keep
the two-metre distance and

wash your hands upon your
return home. Shopping online
and arranging to have things
dropped off at your home is even
better.
aWash your hands often
with soap and water for at
least 20 seconds, especially
after using the washroom and
when preparing food. The extra
scrubbing time matters. Use
hand sanitizer if soap and water
aren’t available.
aCough or sneeze into a
tissue or the bend of your arm,
not your hand. Dispose of any
tissues as soon as possible in a
lined wastebasket and wash your
hands afterwards.
aClean high-touch surfaces
frequently
with
regular
household cleaners or diluted
bleach (1 part bleach to 9 parts

TOWN SIGN IN SUTTON

water). This includes things like
doorknobs, toys, toilets, phones,
electronics, remote controls
and bedside tables.
aUse technology to keep in
touch with people at higher risk
like the elderly or those in poor
health. Avoid personal contact.

no sleepovers, no parties
and especially no public
gatherings in crowded spaces,
like
conferences,
concerts
or sporting events (if there are
any on).
r Avoid public transportation
or, if you must use it, travel at
uncrowded hours.
r Don’t shake hands or kiss
DON’T
cheeks
in greeting.
r Avoid all non-essential
r
Don’t
touch your eyes,
gatherings. That means no
nose,
or
mouth
with unwashed
visits with your neighbours
hands.
or friends, no play dates,
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OBITUARY
John Drinkwater Sibbald III (1928 - 2020) was
a charming friend who had an iconic presence in
our community. With a legacy few others will ever
achieve in Georgina, his passing on Friday, March
20 creates a huge void, certainly among his family,
but also among those of us who cheered his passion,
his commitment and his candid conversations.
Known as the patriarch of the Sibbald family
and the owner of the Briars from the 1960s until
it was sold in 2017, John was a life-long champion
of the arts, local history, the environment and
his beloved Lake Simcoe. His stewardship and
public service were recognized by his peers
and he accepted numerous awards and notable
distinctions over the years for his leadership in
environmental and heritage preservation. In 2011
he was the recipient of the Ontario Lt.-Governor’s
Lifetime Achievement Award for working to
preserve Georgina’s rich heritage. In 2012 he won
the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority
2012 George R. Richardson Conservation Award of
Honour and became an honorary lifetime member
of the Board of Directors.
A respected business leader and at one time,
Georgina’s largest employer, he was also the owner
of the Red Barn Theatre and mourned its loss as
Canada’s oldest professional summer theatre venue
when it was devastated by fire in 2009. He was a
passionate supporter of our volunteer community
and our many not-for-profit organizations. He will
be sadly missed by all.
Our condolences go out to his devoted family-his wife of 61 years, Barbara (nee Watts) and his
three sons, Peter, Hugh and Andrew and their

COMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Georgina Dragon Boat Club membership drive.
New members can register online at www.
georginadbc.ca.
For more information email:
dragon@georginadbc.ca. The club is going ahead
with registration but is advising people they aren’t
taking money until they know what their season
may look like.

families. I hope their sorrows and grief will be
lessened by the collective affection of a community
who is grateful for the passion of a young boy who
proudly stood up before his grade one class and
declared...”I am John Drinkwater Sibbald the third”.
Rest in peace, John.
Due to the pandemic, a community celebration is
being postponed. Memorial gifts to the Alzheimer’s
Society of York Region, the St. George’s Endowment
Fund or Lake Simcoe Conservation Foundation are
appreciated. Please support your local Food Bank.
Donations, the sharing of stories and memorial
condolences may be arranged through Forrest &
Taylor, Sutton, 905-722-3274; forrestandtaylor.com.
Karen Wolfe

The Town of Georgina has taken precautionary
measures regarding facilities and programs.
Civic Centre: Closed to the public effective
immediately. During this time, the Civic Centre
will be staffed and residents can contact customer
service at 905-476-4301 or by email at info@
georgina.ca, and make payments through online
banking.
Town parks: The Town of Georgina is closing all
Town parks until further notice, including the two
skateboard parks. Notices will be posted.
The Link: The Link is closed to the public.
Georgina Leisure Pool, Georgina Gym, Sutton
Arena, Georgina Ice Palace and Club 55 locations:
Closed until April 5.
Georgina Public Library: Closed until April 5.
Stephen Leacock Theatre: All performances are
cancelled until further notice.
Georgina Animal Shelter: Closed to the public.
Staff will be on site to provide animal care. The
shelter appreciates donations, however, at this time
we ask residents to hold on to them for now until
the centre re-opens to the public. Any donations left
at the door will not be accepted.

