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NAVIGATING UNCHARTERED WATERS
In these challenging times, we would like to reach out to you and let you 
know that helping you is still what we do. If you have real estate needs that 
cannot wait, we hope you will call, email or text. If you need sound advice or 
just to chat, please feel free to CALL US today!  We are all in this together 
and if we can stay on the same page and treat others as you would like to 
be treated, together we will prevail.

With at least 58 nursing homes across the 
province reporting outbreaks of COVID-19, 
these are anxious times for people with 
loved ones in long-term care. 

As of publication, more than 70 people 
have died from the virus in Ontario’s long-

term care and retirement homes, accounting 
for close to 50 per cent the province’s 
COVID-19 deaths, according to the ministry 
of health. 

This grim fact has led to some people 
pulling their loved ones out of long-term 

Families fear for loved ones in long-term care

Despite the promise of wage subsidies and 
interest-free loans, many local businesses in 
Georgina are struggling to pay rent and may 
not be able to re-open when the pandemic 
is over.

Elio Riccelli, owner of Elio Ristorante in 
Sutton, had to shut his business down and lay 
off his staff over three weeks ago. He has put 
a hold on his rent payments and is waiting to 
see what will happen in the upcoming weeks 
or months.

“We’re just on a standstill right now,” he 
said.

Mr. Riccelli is aware of the initiatives the 
federal government is implementing but is 
not very hopeful. “I think they’re promising 
more than what they’re going to give. I don’t 
believe in everything that they’ve promised,” 
he said.

Elio Ristorante is not the only business 
in Georgina that has had to shut their doors 
during this time. Pepperwood Design, in 
Jackson’s Point, and Elpida Café & Roastery, 
in Keswick, have also closed due to 
COVID-19.

Alicia and Andy Dubrawski, co-owners of 
Pepperwood Design, have had to lay-off two 
of their part time employees. Alicia is still 
working, trying to run the business online, 
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MAUREEN CELEBRATES HER 56TH BIRTHDAY WITH HER MOM

By MIKE ANDERSON

Local businesses are struggling to stay afloat during COVID-19 crisis
By MICHELLE POIRIER
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STOUFFVILLE TOYOTA Haig Has 
Your Vehicle 
Solution  
New Or  
Pre-Owned 
Financing  
& Leasing

1288 Millard St. on Hwy 48 south of Bloomington Rd.
(905) 642-6688  |  www.stouffvilletoyota.com

BRING THIS AD AT INITIAL MEETING AND RECEIVE A BONUS! 
ASK HAIG >  HOW HE CAN ARRANGE LIMITED 0% FINANCING 
ASK HAIG > HOW TO ARRANGE PAYMENTS FROM $15 WEEKLY WITH A TRADE 
ASK HAIG > TO ARRANGE TO BUY YOUR VEHICLE WITHOUT A PURCHASE

YARIS
COROLLA
CAMRY
AVALON
RAV 4
4RUNNER
SIENNA
MODEL 86

SUPRA
TACOMA
PRIUS
CHR
TUNDRA
SEQUOIA
HIGHLANDER

CALL OR TEXT 
647.223.8100 HAIG

Haig Ampagoumian represents StouffvilleToyota and lives in Georgina. 
He has 40 years experience with Toyota providing creative payment 
solutions to fit virtually any budget or challenge. Haig has created a 
Special Pricing Program for Georgina residents. Requires proof  of  
residency to qualify. By appointment only: 
                                      647.223-8100  |  haig@stouffvilletoyota.ca

Haig Ampagoumian

SERVICING ALL OF  
GEORGINA & AREA: 
• Keswick • Sutton  
• Jackson’s Point • Virginia  
• Cannington • Port Bolster  
• Brown Hill • Uxbridge  
• Pefferlaw • Brechin  
• Brock • Beaverton

LOCAL BUSINESSES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

but is not being paid.

“I had a few orders for free 
deliveries of paint but so far 
I can only take payment by 
e-transfer, and I know full well 
that my customers are very cash-
strapped right now. So I’m in the 
process of setting up a real online 
store that can take credit card 
payments securely,” she said.

Since their store is closed and 
they are not bringing in their 
regular income, they are living 
off of their emergency savings.

“The store can’t afford to pay 
for anything right now so I am 
having to support both the store 
and ourselves as a family with 
just the funds in my personal 
emergency account, because, of 
course, neither my husband nor I 
are getting paid by the store. My 
emergency account will be down 
to zero by the end of April,” she 
said.

Justin Zielonko, co-owner of 
Elpida Café & Roastery, said the 
concern for safety and a lack 
of sales was what made them 
initially decide to close down.

“We have enough in savings 
to cover the rent for our café for 
April, however, should the café 
remain closed for another month 
or two, with little income coming 
in, we will have a hard time being 
able to afford it, without any 
external help,” he said.

They have re-opened for 
delivery to generate some 
income and will apply for the 
federal benefits.

“We appreciate any support 
we can get, however, they won’t 
make up for the extent of income 
lost for most businesses. Even if 
we got $2000 month, it would 
not cover the expenses at the 
café and for our home. While it is 
a good start for the government 
to make, it will not be enough to 
keep us going very long,” he said.

Mrs. Dubrawski said she hopes 
that the federal packages will be 
able to help her business as well.

“I’m pretty sure we’ll be eligible 
for the 75 per cent wage subsidy 

for our employees, including 
myself and my husband, as our 
business dropped by way more 
than 30 per cent after March 15. 
That will certainly help us out 
personally but for the store I 
foresee us having to apply for the 
business loans to tide us over if 
we have to be closed in May and 
June,” she said.

In the meantime, they have 
been getting creative with ways 
to keep a stream of income 
coming in.

“We’re offering a brand new 
product line for us, which are 
craft kits for both adults and 
children that provide a creative 
activity for when you’re stuck 
indoors,” she said.

“Now that we can’t have people 
in the store, we’re planning on 
offering the workshop items 
along with all the materials 
needed to finish them, and I will 
do YouTube tutorials that my 
customers can follow along.”

“There’s no way this will 
produce the kind of revenue 
we normally have but honestly, 
every little bit helps.” 

ELIO RICCELLI
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Speak to our knowledgeable and  
certified staff about our extensive  

selection of food, treats and supplies

905-722-7600 
20887 Dalton Road  

Sutton

905-989-2503
24018 Woodbine Avenue 

Keswick

TWO GREAT LOCATIONS SERVING ALL OF GEORGINA

Editorial: Rent subsidy for small 
business desperately needed

We all agree these are 
unprecedented times that require 
drastic measures. 

During the 2008-2009 financial 
crisis, the feds spent billions to 
support big businesses that were 
considered too big to fail. 

Now it’s time to help small 
businesses shuttered by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

While the feds are offering 
an emergency wage subsidy 
and interest-free loans, these 
measures are too late and exclude 
too many small businesses.

For the time being, the Canada 
Emergency Business Account 
will provide interest-free loans up 
to $40,000.  However, these loans 
will be restricted to businesses 
with a payroll between $50,000 
and $1 million, thereby excluding 
many mom-and-pop shops.  
Besides, many small businesses 
can’t afford to take on more debt.  
  What they need immediately is 
a commercial rent subsidy, and a 
legal guarantee that they will not 
be evicted for not paying their 
rent. 

The Canadian Federation of 
Independent Business (CFIB) 
is calling on the province to 
provide rent relief and certainty 
for commercial tenants and 
landlords.

Rent is one of the biggest 
month-to-month costs for a 
small business, and while 64 per 
cent of CFIB members surveyed 

were able to pay April’s rent, 
only 20 per cent have deferral 
agreements in place with their 
landlords, which doesn’t bode 
well for upcoming months. 

“April rent was really tough, 
and many businesses will find 
May an absolute nightmare if 
things don’t change,” said Ryan 
Mallough, CFIB director of 
provincial affairs for Ontario. 

“Ontario should move to 
reduce property taxes and 
introduce a rent subsidy for 
hard-hit businesses, like those 
forced to close by provincial 
essential services rules.”

The CFIB is recommending 
provincial hardship grants of 
$5,000 a month for “businesses 
provincial governments forced to 
fully or partially close and those 
affected by revenues losses.”

Ontario’s NDP opposition 
party has also called for a 75 
per cent subsidy up to $10,000 
per month in rent for small 
businesses. 

While some may call this 
corporate welfare, extreme 
measures are required to prevent 
a wave of bankruptcies that 
will desolate small Ontario 
municipalities like Georgina. 

Wage subsidies will not be 
effective if the employer is 
unable to stay in business. 

It’s time to bail-out our small 
businesses that are so essential 
to our economy and community.
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LONG-TERM CARE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

care to ride out the pandemic at 
home with them. 

But for many people like 
Maureen McDermott, 56, who 
lives in Udora, that’s not an 
option.

Ms. McDermott’s mother, Elsie, 
92, who suffers from Alzheimer’s 
and dementia, requires constant 
care from personal support 
workers (PSWs).

Elsie is a resident of Sutton’s 
River Glen Haven Nursing 
Home, owned and operated by 
ATK Care Group Limited. 

The 119-bed long-term care 
home was quick to respond 
to the threat of COVID-19 in 
late February, adopting new 
protocols including a nurse 
at the front door to check the 
temperatures of visitors and to 
ensure everyone sanitized their 
hands. 

“The level of care and decisions 
they’ve made over COVID-19 has 
kept the unit completely safe. 
And for that, I’m so incredibly 
grateful,” said Ms. McDermott, 
who’s mother has been a resident 
of River Glen Haven for just over 
a year. 

But it’s been a stressful time 
for Ms. McDermott, as she can 
no longer visit her mother.

On March 14, the province 
told long-term care homes to 
restrict visits to only those with 
a family member who is very ill 
or involved in end-of-life care. 

Not being able to visit her 
mother has deeply affected Ms. 
McDermott, who is Elise’s sole 
caregiver.

“I had four siblings pass away, 
so I’m doing this on my own,” she 
said. “So there are times when I 
get overwhelmed and burst into 
tears. So it’s really difficult.”

While staff at River Glen Haven 
help her to Skype her mom, it’s 
no replacement for physically 
seeing her and hugging her.

“Picturing your mom scared 
and terrified and not being able 
to hold her and console her is the 
absolute worst,” she said. 

Ms. McDermott says the 
home’s PSWs are doing their 
best to console her mother, 
but they’re no replacement for 
family. 

“They’re angels every single 
one of them,” she said. “I’ve 
walked in there at times, and 
there’s been one on each side 
of my mum hugging her, and I 
know they can’t do that right 
now. It’s tough for me too. I’m a 
big hugger.”

And without that constant 
attention, her mother has 
become extremely anxious at 
times. 

“I Skyped with her yesterday, 
but two hours later, she had 
completely forgotten that 
conversation had taken place and 
called me in total distress,” she 
said.

“There’s nothing I can do about 
it. I can just show compassion 
and care and love and do what I 
can do.” 

No longer having access to 
her mother, Ms. McDermott has 
been forced to catch a glimpse 
of her through a first-floor 
window at the nursing home. 
And, on March 31, she decided 
to celebrate her 56th birthday 
outside her mom’s window. 

“I’m going to decorate 
her window and bring some 
balloons, put a little sign up 
saying you became my mom 56 
years ago today,” she said.

“You’ve got to reinvent things. 
I posted something on Facebook 
that says instead of birthday 
cards and well wishes, can 
everybody just shoot my mom 
an email or send her artwork. 
She doesn’t have a clue who they 
are, but she loves getting them.”

Although she approves of the 
precautions River Glen Haven 
has taken, Ms. McDermott is 
concerned that it might not 
be enough. She’s particularly 
worried about the lack of 
personal protection equipment 
(PPE), like face masks, for PSWs. 

She’s worried that one of the 
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staff might be asymptomatic and 
unwittingly infect a resident, 
possibly her mom. 

“I’m terrified that one of these 
PSWs is going to be a carrier, and 
they’re going to walk into work,” 
she said. “And my mom gets 
infected, and I’m not going to be 
able to be there with her.” 

“That is my biggest fear — that 
my mom dies alone in there. So 
let’s keep these front line workers 
safe for God’s sake.” 

For Willow Beach resident 
Dave Dewaal, 58, that fear is 
constant. His 89-year-old mother 
is a resident at Markhaven Home 
for Seniors in Markham, the site 
of a recent COVID-19 outbreak 
that has left six residents dead.

“What’s making me anxious is 
not being able to see my mother,” 
he said. “I know if she got it, the 
chances are not good at her age.”

Mr. Dewaal and his brother, 
who lives just five minutes away 
from the nursing home, are 

able to communicate with their 
mother using FaceTime. But even 
that’s stopped, as staff are too 
busy dealing with the outbreak. 

While some families can 
see their loved ones through 
windows, Mr. Dewaal, who’s wife 
has underlying health issues, 
can’t risk visiting the nursing 
home. Instead, he calls the head 
nurse for updates on his mom’s 
condition.

“My mom can’t even talk on 
the phone,” he said. “But I think 
it’s kind of good that she has 
Alzheimer’s, because she would 
be very nervous if she knew what 
was going on right now.”

Like many of the family 
members, Mr. Dewaal is grateful 
for the work the staff are doing 
under such difficult conditions. 
He also says since the outbreak, 
staff have received more PPE 
from the province.

“They have everything now, so 
they don’t touch my mother,” he 

said.

While the risk to the province’s 
most vulnerable population 
remains high, public health 
officials have promised to 
increase testing in Ontario’s long-
term care homes. 

There is also a commitment 
to improving infection control 
measures, including isolating ill 
patients.

However, there’s still a shortage 
of face masks and other PPE for 
PSWs, with unions, associations 
and opposition parties calling on 
the government to divert more 

supplies of PPE to long-care 
homes.

These developments follow 
the province’s controversial 
temporary emergency order for 
long-term care facilities, which 
removed training requirements 
for PSWs and allowed the use of 
volunteers to fill-in for staff who 
catch the virus.

To date, more than 580 of 
Ontario’s healthcare workers 
have tested positive -- 351 in 
nursing homes -- representing 
close to  ten per cent of total  
confirmed cases.  

ELSIE IN HER ROOM AT RIVER GLEN HAVEN
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Community initiatives pop up 
during the COVID-19 crisis 

STEVE JACOBSON HOLDS CLOTH MASK FOR PSWS

By MICHELLE POIRIER

While the COVID-19 crisis 
brings anxiety and uncertainty, it 
is also inspires the best in people.

And that’s what’s happening in 
Georgina, as some residents have 
started initiatives to help out 
their community.

Steve Jacobson, former chair 
of the Jackson’s Point BIA, has 
launched “SOS Georgina,” a 
Facebook page designed to find 
ways to help people during the 
pandemic.

“I’m looking to fill gaps, I’m not 
looking to duplicate what’s out 
there,” he said.

Mr. Jacobson says one of the 
gaps in Georgina is the lack of 
face masks for residents, as well 
as for personal support workers 
(PSW) in local long-term care 
homes.

He has received a donation of 
enough material to make 250 face 
masks and has volunteers lined 
up to sew the masks together.

“I know there’s a controversy 
over these cloth masks, but the 
reality is people like them and 
it gives them a sense of doing 
something and contributing, and 
it also gives people a sense of 
comfort to wear them. I realize 
that they are not a prevention, 

but they do stop you from 
sneezing and coughing all over 
individuals,” he said.

Dr. Theresa Tam, Canada’s 
Chief Public Health Officer, 
recently changed her position on 
people wearing masks after the 
U.S. Centre for Disease Control 
recommended that all Americans 
start wearing homemade cloth 
face masks outside to help reduce 
the transmission of the virus.

Dr. Tam says that if it is not 
possible to maintain distance, 
then “having an additional 
covering and a barrier to prevent 
you from spreading droplets to 
others is a reasonable thing to 
do.”

Mr. Jacobson also plans to 
help people with limited or 
no internet services to access 
federal benefits, like the Canada 
Emergency Response Benefit 
(CERB).

“There are a lot of areas in 
Georgina that don’t have internet 
capabilities and there are also 
a lot of people in Georgina who 
don’t have computers,” he said.

“I have set up a small team 
right now of bookkeepers and 
accountants and we will go out 
through this page and we will 
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reach out to help these people 
who do not have technology 
available to apply for EI or these 
government programs.”

Any residents who need help 
with applying for government 
programs will be able to speak 
to one of the volunteers on the 
phone and pass their data on to 
fill in the application.

Mr. Jacobson is keeping his 
eyes open for any other areas he 
can help.

“I will try and identify gaps 
that need help and we’ll go out 
there and find a solution to help 
the people,” he said.

What Mr. Jacobson is 
struggling with is getting his offer 
of help out to the non-connected 
community, the people without 
internet and computers.

If you know of someone who 
needs help applying for EI or 
other government financial 
help, ask them if they would 
like you to send an email to 
sosgeorgina2020@gmail.com, so 
a phone call can be arranged.

While S.O.S. Georgina is doing 
great things, it’s not the only 
community initiative to launch 
during the pandemic.

The Georgina Pop-Up 
Breakfast Club is a non-profit 
organization recently co-founded 
by Emilee Elliott, Yasmine Stetieh 
and Erin Brimble.

This organization was started 
to help feed children that were 
reliant on breakfast clubs at their 
schools, but are not receiving 
meals while their schools are 

closed.

“We started this program 
because we identified the gap left 
when the schools closed. There 
are so many students who rely 
on their school’s breakfast clubs,” 
Ms. Elliott said.

They are making the process 
as easy as possible; if your child 
or children are in need, you can 
send a private message to  The 
Georgina Pop-Up Breakfast 
Club  Facebook page, tell them 
your address and they will drop a 
bag off for you.

They are also taking the 
safety of the families using their 
services seriously.

“We work individually for 
purchasing, sorting and bagging 
and take great care to hand-wash 
and sterilize in every step of the 
process. There is no in-person 
contact allowed. All deliveries 
are made to you as porch drop-
offs, we will alert you when your 
package has been delivered,” they 
say on their FB page.

The contents of the bags will 
vary, but include things like 
cereal, pasta, granola bars, fruit, 
crackers and more to provide 
children with breakfast, snacks 
and even lunch.

In less than two weeks they 
have delivered just over 100 bags, 
and have 100 more ready to be 
delivered.

If you would like to donate 
to this program, you can send 
an email money transfer to 
popupbreakfastclub@gmail.com.

READ MORE AT GEORGINAPOST.COM
THE GEORGINA POP-UP BREAKFAST CLUB



n 8   04.10.2020  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM    

Town extends property tax  
deferral to 90 days

Mayor Margaret Quirk and 
Town CAO David Reddon 
approved a series of measures 
on April 6 to assist residents and 
local businesses deal with the 
financial impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Both officials are currently 
operating under the Town’s 
Emergency Plan, which has 
delegated authority to them to 
make decisions without prior 
approval from Council.

These new measures include 
waiving the penalty and interest 
on unpaid property tax for 90 
days, which is an extension from 
the 30 days initially approved 
by Council on March 24, for 
the April 27 installment of the 
interim tax bill.

Also, unpaid water and 
wastewater bills will not be 
transferred to property tax 
accounts, and a proposed rate 
increase has been waived by 
York Region and the Town of 
Georgina.

The property tax deferral alone 
will cost the Town approximately 
$470,000; however, that cost may 
be partially offset by savings 
incurred through the closing of 
Town recreational facilities, like 
the ROC.

The Town has also made it 
easy to stop paying property 
tax through a pre-authorized 
property tax payment plan.  

Although the Civic Centre is 
closed to the public, call customer 
service at 905-476-4301, or email 
to info@georgina.ca requesting 

to stop your pre-authorized 
payments. 

The Mayor and CAO have 
also approved a grant of $10,000 
for each of the three Business 
Improvement Areas (BIAs), 
Keswick, Sutton and Jackson’s 
Point, to support their annual 
budgets for 2020.

This will result in the 
elimination of the annual fees 
that commercially assessed 
properties contribute towards the 
activities undertaken by the BIAs, 
according to a spokesperson for 
the Town.

Additional programs under 
the Community Improvement 
Plan grant program are being 
considered, although no details 
have been released yet.

An internal staff task force 
group has also been established 
to work with other York Region 
municipalities and South 
Lake Community Futures 
Development Corporation to 
look at funding opportunities that 
might benefit local businesses.

The Town’s Economic 
Development and Tourism Office 
launched a webpage  for local 
businesses that will provide up 
to date information and access 
to programs: www.georgina.ca/
business.

Local businesses can also 
email Town staff directly at  
ed@georgina.ca. To ask questions 
over the phone, contact Karyn 
Stone, Manager of Economic 
Development and Tourism, at 
905-476-4301, ext. 2312.

CIVIC CENTRE CLOSED
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Non-medical masks help stop 
spread: Canada’s top doctor

For several weeks now the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO), the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) in the US and 
the Canadian government 
have recommended that those 
not working in the healthcare 
industry should avoid wearing 
masks. That conclusion 
has shifted quickly as more 
research becomes available 
on asymptomatic individuals 
spreading the virus. 

While physical distancing and 
frequent hand washing are still 
the most important strategies for 
preventing spread of the disease, 
the CDC and Dr. Theresa Tam, 
Canada’s Chief Public Health 
Officer, are now recommending 
that when in public settings where 
other social distancing measures 
are difficult to maintain, such 
as grocery stores, pharmacies, 
and public transportation, that 
everyone wear a homemade 
cloth face covering. 

Surgical masks and N95 
respirators (also masks) are still 
to be reserved for healthcare 
workers who are in short supply. 

Healthcare workers continue 

to face a severe shortage of 
protective gear, including surgical 
masks, N95 respirators, and 
personal protective equipment 
(PPE) in both the US and Canada. 

Dr. Tam has until recently been 
hesitant to recommend mask 
usage for the general population 
but is now officially endorsing 
face mask use for the general 
public. 

In the past Dr. Tam has 
been concerned that constant 
adjusting of masks could lead to 
people touching their face more 
and has instead focused on hand 
washing and physical distancing. 

“It’s known that masks can 
become contaminated on the 
outside or when touched by your 
hands,” noted Dr. Tam on Twitter 
last week. Avoid touching your 
face mask while using it, wash 
and disinfect if fabric or discard 
and  replace it with a new mask 
as soon as it gets damp.”

On Monday Dr. Tam officially 
endorsed the use of homemade 
masks but is warning against 
relaxing other habits, such 
as physical distancing, hand 
washing, and touching your face. 

By JAMES BURROWS

CP PHOTO: DR. TAM

Reports from China as early 
as January suggested that highly 
contagious asymptomatic or 
mildly symptomatic young 
people could be spreading the 
disease without realizing it. 

In a study released last week 
by the CDC, numerous examples 
of presymptomatic spread were 
discussed. One alarming report 
of a choir practice in Washington 
on March 10 has received 
wide attention and the report 
noted that “presymptomatic 
transmission likely played a role 
in SARS-CoV-2 transmission to 
approximately 40 of 60 choir 
members.” 

Some have noted that some 
Asian countries that widely use 
masks have experienced milder 
outbreaks but the correlation 
isn’t quite that even, as Singapore 
has not recommended masks but 
due to high levels of testing, quick 
contract tracing, and isolation for 
positive cases and contacts, has 
been able to keep the virus under 

control. 

Singapore has recently shifted 
course, however, citing evidence 
of asymptomatic spread of the 
virus and is planning to distribute 
masks to every home.  

The CDC recommends 
that homemade cloth face 
masks should: “fit snugly but 
comfortably against the side of 
the face, be secured with ties or 
ear loops, include multiple layers 
of fabric, and allow for breathing 
without restrictions.  

They should also be able to 
be laundered or machine dried 
without damage or change to 
shape.” 

For more information on how 
to properly clean and use a face 
mask visit: www.cdc.gov

Currently there are many 
online resources for making 
your own face mask, including:  
www.instructables.com.
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How to shop for groceries 
during COVID-19 pandemic

Shopping trips are extra 
stressful these days as 
epidemiologists and governments 
try to grapple with how the 
spread of COVID-19 occurs. It’s 
hard to know if you should wash 
your produce or disinfect every 
package brought home.

Best practice is to remember 
that the virus enters your body 
through the eyes, nose, and 
mouth. Keeping your hands 
away from your face at all times 
and washing your hands for 20 
seconds before and after handling 
food or eating will minimize any 
possible exposure. 

Plan to send only one person 
from your household to shop 
at a time. Most grocery stores 
now reserve the first hour after 
opening for seniors, those who 
need extra help, and vulnerable 
populations, such as the 
immunocompromised. 

Expect lines outside of most 
stores as staff are trying to 
minimize the number of people 
inside a store at any given time. 
Also, try and minimize the 
amount of time you’re browsing 
and have a shopping list ready 
before you go.

Only touch items you plan to 
buy. While in the store be sure to 
keep at least six feet away from 
other customers and most stores 
are no longer accepting cash, so 
bring your debit or credit card 
with you.

Once you’re home put your 

groceries away and immediately 
wash your hands. 

In numerous studies it has 
been found that the virus can 
remain on some surfaces, notably 
cardboard and plastic, for up to 
72 hours. 

Even if the virus is on a 
package, by washing your hands 
before and after eating, and not 
touching your face, you should 
be able to minimize the small 
possibility of being infected in 
this way.

Amir Attaran, a professor in 
the School of Epidemiology, 
Public Health and Community 
Medicine at the  University of 
Ottawa  agrees that everything 
does not need to be washed 
thoroughly but it’s important to 
wash your hands before and after 
handling groceries or eating.

Attaran also recommends 
regularly cleaning your house as 
a best practice.

This means regularly cleaning 
counters, and surfaces that are 
commonly touched. Always wear 
gloves when cleaning and use 
soap and water. 

Commonly touched surfaces 
can include tables, doorknobs, 
light switches, countertops, 
handles, desks, phones, 
keyboards, toilets, faucets and 
sinks. 

For more information on 
cleaning your home visit   
www.cdc.gov.

By JAMES BURROWS
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 Local art gallery launches virtual 

portal for aspiring artists

What do toilet paper rolls and 
art have in common? Just look at 
these images! 

When you unleash your 
creative powers even humble 
objects are transformed into art. 
What is even better, you can 
share your creations with all of 
us in our new virtual gallery.  

The Georgina Arts Centre & 
Gallery website is now a virtual 
meeting place for all artists and 
aspiring artists in our community.  

We just opened it, and we 
are waiting for pictures of your 
drawings, paintings, sculpture, 
artistic photography, doodles, 
anything creative; very few 
restrictions apply! You can create 
or, better yet you can re-create. 
Look at famous paintings online 

and imagine it is you holding that 
sword or riding that stallion (if 
you don’t happen to have a horse, 
use an old bike). 

If you just want to enjoy art, 
visit the gallery on Facebook. 

Our current exhibition 
IMAGES OF HOME – TWO 
PERSPECTIVES by Jennifer and 
Tom Zsolt is there. 

We also feature artworks from 
the gallery Permanent Collection.  

We look forward to the day 
we can open our gallery doors to 
you again. In the meantime, let’s 
get creative, and stay connected 
through art.

Send your pictures to Ewa at 
curator@gacag.com with title 
“Georgina Creates.” Website: 
www.gacag.com
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