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Nurse Practitioners hold COVID-19 
drive-thru testing event in Sutton

An on-going dispute in Willow Beach over 
access to a road end beach is closer to being 
resolved as the Town has confirmed the beach 
is for public use and not part of an adjacent 
property that is for sale.

The dispute between John Carlisle, the 
owner of 417 Lake Dr. E., who claims 
exclusive use of the beach, and Churchill Lane 
residents, who say they’ve been using the 
beach for decades, has been simmering since 
the early summer, with each side accusing the 
other of vandalism and bullying tactics.

On July 29, the Town took decisive action 
to resolve the dispute, placing boulders along 
the gravel shoulder, marking the beach’s 
boundary, and laying river rock to improve 
public access from Lake Drive. 

It also removed a temporary fence that 
residents had put up during the dispute, and 
asked them to take down resident-only beach 
signs and to stop using the beach to launch 
boats.  

This followed a meeting at the beach on 
July 21, between Churchill Lane residents and 
Town staff, in which Rob Flindall, the Town’s 
Director of Operations and Infrastructure, 
and Michael Vos, Road Operations Manager, 
confirmed Mr. Carlisle could not put up a 
fence that would block public access to the 
beach.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

BETH COWPER -FUNG SWABS RESIDENT

Beach War: Town weighs in on road end beach dispute
By MIKE ANDERSON

While 133 tests, including nine walk-ins, 
were completed during the four-hour event, 
no one tested positive for the virus. 

“All tests were negative. Some very happy 
folks will get to visit loved ones in other 

By MIKE ANDERSON

The Georgina Nurse Practitioner-Led 
Clinic (GNPLC) held its first “pop-up” 
COVID-19 drive-thru testing event at the 
Georgina Sutton Arena Hall parking lot on 
July 29.
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BEACH WAR CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

At that meeting, both Mr. 
Findall and Mr. Vos said Mr. 
Carlisle’s claim of exclusive use 
was not supported, as the beach 
belongs to the Town and has 
never been surveyed.

The dispute came to a head on 
July 8, when Mr. Carlisle, who is 
trying to sell his vacant lot across 
from the beach, brought his 
contractor to take measurements 
for a proposed fence along 80-
feet of the waterfront, including 
the beach, in front of his property.

They were met by a large group 
of Churchill Lane residents, who 
weren’t happy about him putting 
up a fence and blocking their 
beach access.

“I went there to look at it. 
The contractor didn’t even get 
a chance to measure, because 
there were 40 people there,” 
said Mr. Carlisle, who told The 
Post he never intended to put 
up a fence, but was concerned 
about potential vandalism to his 
property.

“The reason this started was 
the people on Churchill damaged 
the property. They spray-painted 
a tree. They spray-painted the 
front of the road, and they 
illegally put up a fence,” he said.

Residents counter that their 
private beach signs were also 
vandalized or removed without 
their permission, and that Mr. 

Carlisle has no right to put up a 
fence, as the street has been using 
the beach since the 1950s.

“They’re starting a war 
over a few feet of waterfront. 
It’s not even really theirs. It’s 
government-owned. Nobody 
on Lake Drive owns their 
waterfront,” said Ben King, a 
long time resident of Churchill 
Lane, who’s been swimming at 
the beach his whole life.

Residents also claim that 
Mr. Carlisle’s real estate agent, 
Marilyn McLaughlin,  repeatedly 
approached them on the beach, 
accusing them of trespassing and 
threatening to call the police.

On at least once occasion, 
according to residents, York 

TOWN ROAD CREW AT CHURCHILL LANE 
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Re: Pefferlaw Law Dam to 
operate this summer: LSRCA 
Board

Twenty-one years ago I moved 
to Pefferlaw,  my property is 
located on the river and has no 
dock, and no recreational craft.  It 
has been left in its original state.

After moving in I went down to 
the river’s edge and this is what I 
saw:  A deer came out from across 
the river to drink, I counted  29 
Canada Geese floating down the 
river, a beaver appeared with a 
fern leaf held vertically in his 
mouth and painted turtles came 
onto my backyard to lay their 
eggs.  Otters scurried on the river 
bank while Great Blue Herons 
flew overhead.  I felt like I was in 
a Disney movie.

Letter to the Editor
I went to the same spot this 

week and this is what I saw.....
no geese, no beaver, no deer, no 
Great Blue Herons, no turtles,  
no otters.....nothing but a trickle 
of water and weeds where our 
river used to be.  Our river was a 
wetland and is now totally devoid 
of any living thing.

But, to quote the LSRCA, 
our river is for the purposes of 
recreation.  IT IS NOT! It was 
a thriving ecosystem which you 
have wiped out with one fell 
swoop!!

HOW DARE YOU!
P.S.  We’re talking about a 

glorified beaver structure here 
not the Hoover Dam!

Ingrid March
The Woodlands

PEFFERLAW DAM 2019
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TENNYSON TIDBITS 

Congratulations to MTO em-
ployee Samantha Sarasin 
(Osborne) who will be heading 
to Columbus, Ohio in August 
for the North American In-
spectors' Championship 
(NAIC) representing Ontario. 
Samantha competed this 
month at the Provincial In-
spectors’ Competition and 
finished first earning her a spot 
at the North American compe-
tition. Samantha will be the 
second female officer in On-
tario's 25 year history heading 
to NAIC with the last one oc-
curring 17 years ago. Good 
luck, Sam!  

As of Friday, July 20, Geor-
gina’s ban on all outdoor and 
open burning fires has been 
lifted. Also, as per a Town by-
law, the use of municipal wa-
ter for watering lawns or gar-
dens, washing vehicles or fill-
ing swimming pools is only 
permitted between the hours of 
6:00 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. between May 15 
and September 30 of each 
year. An even numbered ad-
dress may use water out-
doors only on even numbered 
days of the month and an odd 
numbered address may use 
water outdoors only on odd 
numbered days.

There has been concern over 
the increasing number of cats 
that have gone missing and 
Shirley Jakonen in Pefferlaw 
believes coyotes may be re-
sponsible. She is urging cat 
owners to keep their pets in-
doors, especially in the early 
morning and evening.  
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provinces or long-term care,”  
Beth Cowper-Fung, GNPLC’s 
Clinical Director, said.

Although Ms. Cowper-Fung 
was hoping for a bigger turnout, 
with 400 swabs available for 
testing, she wasn’t sure they 
could have handled any more 
vehicles.

“I was hoping to get more. But 
we were steady. And so even if 
we had 400 cars show up, I don’t 
know that we could have seen 
them all, and it would have been 
horrific to turn them away,” she 
said.

“Those 133 people will now 
go out there into the community 
and say it doesn’t kill you. It’s 
not that bad. And so we may have 
more interest going forward.”

While some residents were a 
little apprehensive about getting 
the test, they were grateful not 
to have to drive to Southlake’s 
COVID-19 Assessment Center in 
Newmarket to get it done.

More than a dozen vehicles 
lined-up for the start of the “no-
appointment necessary” testing, 
which was offered from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

The first car to enter the 
parking lot was driven by Joan 
from Jackson’s Point, who has 
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary 
Disease (COPD) and wanted 
to get tested for some peace of 
mind.

“I do cough, and I just wanted 
to make double sure,” she said.

“I think it’s a great idea 
because many people can’t get 
down to Newmarket or just don’t 
want to, because they’re afraid 
to go to the hospital where they 
might catch it.”

That sentiment was echoed 
by Rachel, from Pefferlaw, who 
wanted to get a test because she 
hasn’t seen family members, 
including her sister who’s ill, in 
four months.

“I think a lot of people have 
wanted something like this 
earlier. Because it’s too far to 
drive to Newmarket,” she said.

DRIVE-THRU TESTING CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Despite concerns that expanded 
community testing might lead to 
a spike in Georgina’s COVID-19 
case numbers, several residents 
said that it’s necessary to curb the 
spread of the virus.

“We’re doing a pretty good 
job. But with the beaches opening 
up, I’m concerned. It’s important 
to test because some people are 
carriers and don’t even know 
they have it,” Joan said.

“I think testing is good. 
Because you’re not going to 
know who’s sick and who’s not, I 
think it’s for the best. We should 
know,” Rachel added.

Rachel would like to see 
more drive-thru testing, as more 
people are coming from outside 
Georgina during the summer 
months.

“A lot of them are acting 
foolishly and not obeying the 
laws.”

Mayor Margaret Quirk also 
wants to see more community 
testing going forward.

“If you’re asymptomatic and 
you’ve got the COVID virus, 
you need to know, and we as a 
community need to know,” she 
said.

“At the very beginning of this 
pandemic, the head of the World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
said that the key to bringing the 
pandemic under control is testing, 
testing, and more testing.”

Mayor Quirk also emphasized 
that testing on this scale, couldn’t 
happen without the leadership of 
the GNPLC.

“They have health care 
professionals. They know what 
they’re doing. This didn’t just 
happen overnight. This took a lot 
of planning. We, as a Town, don’t 
have the ability to put a testing 
site in. So it’s great that the nurse 
practitioners have stepped up to 
do it.”

While the event was a 
logistical challenge, requiring 
contributions from various 
health agencies, the Town of 
Georgina, local not-for-profits 
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133 COVID-19 TESTS WERE COMPLETED IN FOUR HOURS

MAYOR QUIRK WITH BETH COWPER-FUNG

Sutton TD Canada Trust branch set to reopen Sept 8, after 
being temporarily closed due to COVID-19 since March 18.

Georgina Farmers’ Market’s official opening on Aug 9;  runs at 
the LINK every Sunday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. until Sept 27

Council fast-tracks Lakeville-Jackson’s Point, a 33 unit condo 
development with 11 townhomes; sales begin Sept 2020.

A R O U N D

TOWN

and businesses, Ms. Cowper-
Fung is considering more drive-
thru testing events in the coming 
months.

While a date has not been 
set, she is currently in talks 
with York Region Public Health 
and Central LHIN to find ways 
to streamline the process, and 
possibly establish a phone line 
for pre-booking tests.  

While she said that the actual 
swabbing was fast, there was a lot 
of time spent handling people’s 
IDs, processing paperwork and 
labeling samples. 

She’d like to double the 
number of administrative staff at 
the testing site. And pre-booking 
would allow forms and labels to 
be printed beforehand, saving 
time. 

Still, Ms. Cowper-Fung 
estimates it took just 16 minutes 

from start to finish, if the vehicle 
was six car lengths behind.

Test results, which typically 
take from 36 to 72 hours, were 
posted online at covid-19.
ontario.ca and required an OHIP 
card number to access.

If residents didn’t have an 
OHIP card or were not able to 
access a computer, GNPLC staff 
were available to assist them.
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Georgina’s first craft  
brewery set to open soon
By MICHELLE POIRIER

JAKLYN, KYLE, BRENNAN

Local beer lovers have 
something new to cheer about, 
as Turkey Shoot Brewing Co. 
(TSBC) is set to open its doors in 
Georgina.

While TSBC is currently 
using other brewer’s facilities to 
produce its beer, it’s planning to 
open a craft brewery in Georgina, 
possibly in Keswick. The exact 
location has yet to be announced, 
as TSBC is still in the process of 
finalizing a commercial lease, 
but it will appear shortly on their 
Facebook page.

TSBC co-owners Kyle Stewart, 
head brewer and sales manager, 
his fiancé, Jaclyn Dipietro, 
general manager, and their long 
time friend, Brennan Roy, brewer 
and finance manager, started the 
business after Mr. Stewart moved 
back to Ontario after living in 
British Columbia.

While in British Columbia, Mr. 
Stewart followed the progress of 
a start-up craft brewery, and saw 
how it soon became a destination 
location for beer lovers and 
tourists alike.

“We thought, why not try to 
do something similar and build 
a community hub somewhere. 
Jaclyn suggested Georgina, and 
now we’re trying to make our 

way there,” he said.
“She suggested Georgina 

because that’s where she grew 
up, and there’s no craft beer there 
yet. It very much has that small-
town community vibe we want.”

The three partners are all from 
small towns in Ontario, Ms. 
Dipietro is from Baldwin, Mr. 
Stewart is from Belmont, and Mr. 
Roy is from St. Thomas.

For the last year, Mr. Stewart 
said they have been working out 
of his basement in Etobicoke, 
brewing, sampling for friends 
and refining their recipes.

After their launch plans had to 
be pushed back for months due to 
COVID-19, TSBC launched their 
first beer, the Pefferlaw Pale Ale, 
on July 11 at Bailey’s Homestead 
in Keswick.

Mayor Margaret Quirk has 
shared her support for the 
company, posting about them on 
social media.

“Georgina is home to many 
exciting businesses and services, 
and now we can say that we have 
our very own brewery,” Mayor 
Quirk said.

“I have personally sampled 
their Pefferlaw Pale Ale, and I 
know this is something that many 
in our community and beyond 








Top Wood•Shield Best!

Sutton Home Hardware
20938 Dalton Road
Under The Water Tower

Before you stain there are two simple secrets to a
long-lasting fi nish – QUALITY STAIN and PREP WORK. 

Together they create a beautiful long lasting fi nish, without 
prep the odds are high you will be redoing your 

project again next year.
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will embrace and support. I had 
the opportunity to virtually meet 
with the owners, who shared 
some great ideas they have on tap 
for their business.”

Something that sets TSBC 
apart from other craft breweries 
is that they use 100 per cent 
of Ontario grown hops.“This 
is something we are proud of, 
and we are always going to be 
doing, we’re not going to change 
our philosophy. We are heavy 
supporters of local business and 
Ontario gown products,” Mr. 
Stewart said.

While the initial launch 
went well, the trio is excited to 
open their own location with a 
taproom, retail, events and the 
opportunity to showcase local 
food. “We’re really excited that 
the town has been so welcoming 
so far because it is such a weird 
time to be launching a business, 
especially a business built around 
interactions,” Mr. Stewart said.

You can find Pefferlaw Pale 
Ale at Offsides Sports Bar and 
Grill, The Beach Lakefront 
Bar and Grill, The Boondocks 
Eatery, Ramada by Wyndham 
Jackson’s Point and Lake Simcoe 
Arms Pub. “Gobble, gobble,” 
Mr. Stewart and Ms. Dipietro 
said at the end of the call. For  
more information visit, www.
turkeyshootbrewingco.com
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Hospice Georgina starts round 
two of Catch the Ace raffle
By MICHELLE POIRIER

Hospice Georgina has started 
the second round of their popular 
Catch the Ace raffle, after a 
successful first round that went 
on for 50 weeks and awarded one 
lucky winner a final jackpot of 
$52,525.50.

The second rounds’ week one 
winner was Rosa Gosselin, who 
won $179.00 with card #17, a 5 
of Diamonds.

Catch the Ace, based on the 
card game Chase the Ace, is a 
progressive jackpot, multiple-
draw, weekly raffle, licensed 
through the Alcohol and Gaming 
Commission of Ontario (AGCO).

“As Hospice Georgina is only 
partially funded, our annual 
operating budget depends not 
only on grants and donations 
but also on fundraising,” Laurie 

Knapp, Office Manager at 
Hospice Georgina, said.

“The fundraising portion is at 
least 33 per cent of our budget. 
We thought the Catch the Ace 
game would be fun and was 
something that had never been 
tried in Georgina.”

Part of the raffle’s appeal, 
besides a progressive jackpot, is 
it’s easy to play.

According to the AGCO 
website, the person with the 
weekly winning ticket selects 
one card for the deck. If the Ace 
of Spades is selected, they will 
win the progressive jackpot and a 
percentage of the proceeds from 
the draw.

If the Ace of Spades is not 
selected, they only get the 
percentage of the proceeds, and 
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the progressive prize portion of 
the ticket sales is rolled over into 
the progressive jackpot for the 
next draw.

During the second round, 
tickets will be sold in tiers, three 
tickets for $5.00, 10 tickets for 
$10.00 and 60 tickets for $20.00.

The first round ended before 
COVID-19 lockdowns started, 
so this time around, they have 
had to move the raffle completely 
online and are not selling physical 
tickets.

Hospice Georgina will collect 
50 per cent of the sales, and that 
will help them continue to support 
their clients and community by 
providing their programs at no 
charge, Ms. Knapp said.

“Hospice Georgina is a caring 
community of trained volunteers 
dedicated to providing non-
medical emotional and spiritual 
support to all people in Georgina 
with a life-threatening illness, 
and also to their families and 
caregivers,” she said.

During the COVID-19 
lockdown, Hospice Georgina 
staff and volunteers started to 
work at home, continuing regular 
contact with seniors through 
phone calls or ZOOM meetings, 
Ms. Knapp said.

They also got a grant from the 
United Way that allowed them to 

give additional support to their 
clients, including purchasing 
tablets and internet service for 
seniors, so they could see familiar 
faces while stuck at home.

“What joy it was to see a 
95-year-old participant, who had 
never been on such a device, light 
up in amazement as they spoke 
with the other familiar faces in 
the group. They said, ‘Are you 
all sitting in your own homes?’” 
Mr. Knapp said.

Though Ms. Knapp said 
they would miss seeing the 
community through their 
physical ticket sales around 
Georgina, they hope people will 
still purchase tickets online to 
support Hospice Georgina, and 
hope others will help the older 
supporters if they need assistance 
with online payments for tickets.

The draws will be every 
Wednesday until someone has 
“Caught the Ace.”

Ticket sales for Week 3 will 
end at 9 p.m. on Wednesday, 
August 12. The draw will be 
live-streamed to announce 
the randomly selected week’s 
winner.

To purchase tickets visit, www.
hospicegeorginacta.com.

MEGHAN SAVOIE WINS BIG IN ROUND ONE 
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Jaymee Irwin, 11, has been 
making fidget cubes to raise 
money for the Georgina Animal 
Shelter and Adoption Centre and 
to raise awareness for mental 
health.

“One of my main goals is to 
help animals. I’ve loved animals 
my whole entire life and I’ve also 
had bad mental health,” Jaymee 
said.

Jaymee’s mother, Nikole 
Irwin, posted a video Jaymee 
recorded to a local Facebook 
group where she explains the 
features of her fidget cube and 
her fundraising goal.

“She got a lot more orders 
than we ever though she would. 
And this isn’t something that we 
had suggested to her, she did the 
video and she was very insistent 
on wanting to put it online to 
show people that it was okay to 
talk about mental health,” Ms. 
Irwin said.

“Our family is open with 
mental health. Jaymee suffers 
from generalized anxiety and I 

Keswick girl sells fidget cubes 
for local animal shelter

do as well. She’s very open about 
it, talks to people about it and 
says it’s okay, it’s nothing to be 
ashamed of.”

Jaymee said fidget toys and 
animals have helped her mental 
health. She currently has four 
pets, one bunny, one dog and two 
cats.

The fidget cubes take her 
approximately 15 to 20 minutes 
to make and she is charging $5 
per cube, $3 from the proceeds 
will go toward the animal shelter. 
She has made just over 20 of the 
120 orders she has gotten so far.

Each side of the cube has 
a different aspect, things 
like memory foam to squish, 
something to slide back and forth 
or something to shake.

Fidget toys can help people 
with anxiety, ADHD or other 
mental health issues calm or 
distract themselves during 
stressful situations.

The Facebook post has 
generated a lot of support, with 
residents offering to donate to 

By  MICHELLE POIRIER

JAYMEE HOLDS FIDGET CUBE WITH HER DOG JARVIS
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Jaymee’s cause without needing 
a fidget cube in return. What she 
said she would do in this case is 
still make the fidget cubes, but 
donate them to her school for 
students who may need them.

Jaymee said she does not have 
a limit to the number of fidget 
cubes she is willing to make, she 
wants to make sure everyone is 
happy.

“She surprises me,” Ms. Irwin 

said. “We couldn’t be prouder.”
Ms. Irwin said they have talked 

to the Georgina Animal Shelter 
and Adoption Centre and that 
they are very grateful, surprised 
and are excited to meet Jaymee.

If you would like a fidget cube 
made by Jaymee, you can reach 
out to Nikole Irwin on Facebook.
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BEACH WAR CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Regional Police (YRP) did order 
people off the beach.

On June 20,  Ms. Nanci  
Oliveira Silva, who lives on 
Churchill Lane, and her five-
year-old son were ordered to 
vacate the beach by a YRP 
constable, who arrived with his 
cruiser’s lights flashing.

“He came up to me and said 
you can’t be here. This is private 
property. And then he went over 
and screamed at my son, who 
was still in the water. And my 
son started to cry,” she said. “I 
felt embarrassed like I was a 
criminal.”

Ms. McLaughlin denies ever 
calling the police, but did not 
deny that she asked residents to 
vacate the disputed beach area. 

In a phone interview, Ms. 
McLaughlin expressed her 
frustration with Churchill 
Lane residents and upheld Mr. 
Carlisle’s exclusive use of the 
beach.

“These people have no brains 
about anything. They don’t 
understand surveys, deeds, 
legalities, nothing. I’ve talked to 
them several times. The bylaw 
people have talked to them. The 
police have talked to them. And if 
they continue with this nonsense, 
they will be charged,” she said.

“The owner is going to put up a 
fence, which he is entitled to do, 
marking out where his exclusive 
use is and making it clear. So 
these people know where they 
can swim. And a buyer knows 
where they can swim when they 
buy it.”

With that option seemingly off 
the table, Mr. Carlisle believes 
he’s being unfairly singled out. 
He said he’s just like any other 
indirect waterfront property 
owner along Lake Drive, and he 
has a right to claim exclusive use 
of the waterfront in front of his 
property, even though it’s not on 
his deed.

“Anybody that has property on 
Lake Drive has exclusive rights 
to use the waterfront in front of 
their property,” he said.

Vladimir Soukharev, an 
unofficial spokesperson for the 
residents, while pleased with the 
Town’s response, is not claiming 
victory yet.

“I feel good that the Town is 
progressing. We’ve been told 
that our beach is public. And the 

VLADIMIR SOUKHAREV BY RESIDENTS FENCE

Town is placing boulders where 
the temporary fence was to mark 
the access point for us,” he said.

“I have more confidence that 
this will be resolved, but I know 
we definitely still have to keep an 
eye on this.”

Mr. Carlisle said he would 
discuss the Town’s position with 
his lawyer.


