
Sandy Young
Sales Representative

Laura Rackham
Sales Representative

Office: (905) 722-3211 & (905) 476-4337     Toll Free: (877) 356-7033
sandyyoung.ca

buygeorginahomes.com
sellwithsandy@gmail.com
laura.rackham@gmail.com          

BRAND NEW TO BE BUILT!
We have permits in hand & you can be in by Fall!!  This 
approx. 1700 sq.ft. bungalow supplies 3 bedrooms, 2 baths 
& an entrance to an oversized 2 car garage in a lakeside 
neighborhood. Reputable builder in good standing. Tarion 
Warranty. Still time to personalize by giving us a call today!

FREE ISSUE

July 24. 2020  
VOLUME 16  |  ISSUE 14

GEORGINAPOST.COM  

passengers in the SUV, including a child, the 
bus driver and two transit passengers - were 
involved in the accident.

Georgina Fire crews used extrication 
equipment to get the SUV passengers out, 
with at least three people receiving medical 
attention from EMS, before being transported 

YRT bus T-bones SUV in Willow Beach

It was welcome news for Pefferlaw 
residents as the Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority (LSRCA) Board of 
Directors approved “minor” repairs to the 
Pefferlaw Dam, which will allow it to operate 
this summer.

On July 24, the LSRCA’s Board approved 
a recommendation to repair the truss supports 
for the bridge, which will allow for the safe 
installation of stoplogs, thereby ensuring 
higher water levels in the dam’s reservoir and 
the upper Pefferlaw River.

An engineering report commissioned by 
the LSRCA indicated that the truss bridge 
could be operated safely as long as the 
critical welding repairs are completed prior 
to operation.

Those repairs will now be done “as soon 
as possible,” with the costs, approximately 
$5,000, shared by the Town of Georgina. 
However, the bridge will remain closed to 
pedestrians.

The report also states that the dam will 
require more substantial repairs going 
forward, including concrete rehabilitation 
and the replacement of the pedestrian bridge 
and truss, which could cost over $600,000 
and must be completed within the next five 
years.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

BMW SUV T-BONED BY BUS

By MIKE ANDERSON

Pefferlaw Dam to operate this summer: LSRCA Board
By MIKE ANDERSON

A York Region Transit bus collided with a 
BMW SUV at the intersection of Kennedy Rd 
and Metro Rd N on July 25, sending at least 
three people to Southlake Regional Health 
Centre with non-life-threatening injuries.

According to Georgina Fire Chief Ron 
Jenkins, a total of seven people - four 
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BUS CRASH CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
YRT BUS INVOLVED IN CRASH

to hospital.
According to YRP, the accident 

occurred just after 12 noon, 
when the driver of the BMW, 
after stopping at the stop sign, 
proceeded south on Kennedy Rd 
across the path of the bus, which 
was moving west on Metro Rd N.

The force of the collision spun 
the BMW more than 40 feet 
across the intersection, where 
it landed on Metro Lane, a side 
road between Kennedy Rd and 
Sedore Ave, parallel to Metro Rd 
N.

According to one witness, the 
bus driver attempted to warn the 
SUV by honking the horn at least 
three times before the collision 
occurred.

YRP Const. Vince Suri said 
the bus had the right-of-way. “If 
the bus was traveling any faster, 
it could have been much worse. 
Thankfully, it was going the 
speed limit.”

According to Const. Suri, the 
accident was caused by driver 
error, and a careless driving 
charge will be laid against the 
SUV driver, who was from out-
of-town.

“I believe the BMW thought 
it was a four-way stop sign. It 
proceeded without taking any 
precautions,” he said. “The locals 
know the stop signs are only 
north and south, but people who 
come from out-of-town think it’s 
a four-way.” 

Residents say that the 
intersection is dangerous, and 

there have been numerous 
accidents there over the years.

Dave, who lives on Sedore 
Ave, would like to see traffic 
lights at Kennedy Rd and Metro 
Rd N. He said that there’s been 
a least four accidents a summer 
there, over the past ten years.

Rhonda, his neighbour across 
the street, agrees.

“There should be some traffic 
lights because over the 40 years 
I’ve lived here, there’s been 
nothing but accidents right 
there,” she said.

“It’s Metro and Kennedy, two 
busy streets. And people don’t 
watch where they’re going—
even kids when they’re walking 
or bicycling. And over the years, 
it’s just gotten worse with the 
population growth. Something 
should be done immediately, if 
not sooner.”
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To meet Forrest Jones is to 
meet someone with boundless 
energy, optimism and a strong 
can-do attitude.  I first met him 
last July when I purchased The 
Post from Karen Wolfe. 

As the local promoter behind 
CountryFest and numerous other 
local music concerts and events, I 
was anticipating someone with a 
big ego and an attitude to match. 

I was pleasantly surprised.  
Instead, Mr. Jones was down to 
earth and welcoming.  And after 
a few minutes of conversation, 
it was clear that he cared deeply 
for his community.  “I’m not in 
this to make a profit, I’m in this 
to raise money for charities,” he 
told me. Indeed, he has spent 
countless hours and a lot of his 
own money to provide a stage 
for local talent to blossom and to 
help support local charities and 
not-for-profits in Georgina.

At times, Mr. Jones has 
rubbed people the wrong way. 
And no doubt some detractors 
will be glad to see him go. But, 
he has always stood for what he 
believes is right.  He is a man of 
principle, tempered by kindness 
and compassion. 

Recently, Mr. Jones struggled 
mightily to make this year’s 
Georgina CountryFest happen, 
despite the constant challenge of 
COVID-19.  Finally, last week he 
was forced to throw in the towel.  
“Sorry I couldn’t make it work. 

Farewell Mr. Jones
I tried so hard. God Bless,” he 
wrote in a email to his sponsors.  

So it with some sadness that 
I bid him farewell. Mr. Jones 
has sold his house in Keswick, 
and will be moving closer to his 
sister in Collingwood. Farewell 
Forrest, we hope to see you 
again!

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
Our neighbours are being 

treated poorly while shopping at 
local retailers. Band members of 
the Chippewas of Georgina are 
often greeted with hostility when 
they present their status cards for 
tax exemption. The reaction they 
receive can be as subtle as eye-
rolling or as outright hostile as 
cursing and walking out of the 
store, leaving full shopping carts 
behind.

Many settled Canadians 
believe that indigenous peoples 
do not pay taxes. This is 
wrong. The tax exemptions are 
specific and limited – both in 
terms of who is eligible, what 
goods, income, or property 
the exemption applies to, and 
how much of an exemption is 
received. Not all First Nations 
peoples are entitled to use a 
status card, and not all taxes are 
exempt. First Nations individuals 
who are recognized as “status 
Indians” [sic] under section 6 
of the Indian Act are eligible 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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TENNYSON TIDBITS 

Congratulations to MTO em-
ployee Samantha Sarasin 
(Osborne) who will be heading 
to Columbus, Ohio in August 
for the North American In-
spectors' Championship 
(NAIC) representing Ontario. 
Samantha competed this 
month at the Provincial In-
spectors’ Competition and 
finished first earning her a spot 
at the North American compe-
tition. Samantha will be the 
second female officer in On-
tario's 25 year history heading 
to NAIC with the last one oc-
curring 17 years ago. Good 
luck, Sam!  

As of Friday, July 20, Geor-
gina’s ban on all outdoor and 
open burning fires has been 
lifted. Also, as per a Town by-
law, the use of municipal wa-
ter for watering lawns or gar-
dens, washing vehicles or fill-
ing swimming pools is only 
permitted between the hours of 
6:00 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. between May 15 
and September 30 of each 
year. An even numbered ad-
dress may use water out-
doors only on even numbered 
days of the month and an odd 
numbered address may use 
water outdoors only on odd 
numbered days.

There has been concern over 
the increasing number of cats 
that have gone missing and 
Shirley Jakonen in Pefferlaw 
believes coyotes may be re-
sponsible. She is urging cat 
owners to keep their pets in-
doors, especially in the early 
morning and evening.  
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DAM CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Still, questions remain whether 
LSRCA will continue to maintain 
the dam past 2020.

During the virtual meeting, 
CAO Mike Walters said that 
operating the dam is not part 
of LSRCA’s mandate, and the 
substantial repair costs necessary 
for its long-term viability exceed 
its financial resources.

“We would not be able to 
obtain funding from the province 
to do this because the structure 
itself is not considered a flood 
control structure. It is for the 
purposes of recreation. We do not 
have the financial resources to fix 
the structure. And that’s the hard 
truth,” said Mr. Walters, who 
also stated that decommissioning 
the dam might be better for the 
environment.

“Our policy is that we remove 
dams because they’re harmful to 
the environment. They block fish 
passage. They backup sediment 
and pollutants. They make the 
water warmer. And they reduce 
the oxygen within the water 
downstream for other species.”

However, environmental 
concerns aside, several Board 
members stressed the importance 

of the dam to the residents of 
Pefferlaw, and the need to keep 
it operating.

“I know there’s a lot of concern 
in the Pefferlaw community 
because the river and dam are the 
heart and soul of Pefferlaw,” said 
Georgina Mayor Margaret Quirk.

“A number of the residents 
have contacted me with their 
concerns and wanting to see the 
stoplogs put back in and the dam 
rehabilitated.”

Mayor Quirk was able to 
convince the Board to defer 
voting on a recommendation 
that would see the LSRCA 
“permanently discontinue” 
operation of the Pefferlaw 
Dam until the ownership 
issue is cleared up and public 
consultations can take place.

According to an LSRCA staff 
report, the Town of Georgina 
conveyed the adjacent properties 
to the dam to the conservation 
authority in the 1980s, to access 
government funding to repair and 
rehabilitate the dam.

After the repairs were 
completed, the dam was to be 
transferred back to the Town; 
however, that never happened.

HAIG  AMPAGOUMIAN ON HIS DOCK
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Instead, the LSRCA continued 
“in-good faith” to operate 
the dam annually with the 
installation and removal of 
stoplogs and flashboards to create 
the reservoir.

However, the actual ownership 
of the dam itself remains in 
question. So, the LSRCA has 
asked the province to conduct a 
review of its archives.

Once the ownership issue 
is resolved, LSRCA will look 
at various options, including 
transferring ownership of the 
dam, along with repair and 
operating costs, to the Town of 
Georgina, which, according to 
Board Chair Wayne Emmerson, 
has a better chance to tap into 
various levels of government 
funding.

While Mayor Quirk agreed 
to contribute to the cost 
of the welding repairs and 
expressed support for the dam’s 
rehabilitation, that final decision 
will rest with the council.

The format of the public 
consultations is also up for 
discussion, as Ontario’s Stage 
3 protocols prevent interior 
meetings of more than 50 people.

Several options were put 
forward, including meeting with 
a smaller committee representing 

PEFFERLAW DAM 2019

the interests of Pefferlaw 
residents.

Reaction to the LSRCA Board 
decision was generally positive 
from Pefferlaw residents.

“It doesn’t give us an exact 
okay we’re doing it. We’re 
spending the money. But Mayor 
Quirk wants to do that, and 
that’s important,” said Haig 
Ampagoumian, a river property 
owner, who’s been lobbying to 
replace the stoplogs this summer.

“I feel very positive. I feel 
Mayor Quirk is behind the 
residents, and she will do what 
it takes funding wise to get this 
looked after.”

Karen Wolfe, who presented a 
deputation to the board, and co-
founded Friends of the Dam, a 
community lobby group, agrees.

“We’re happy about the fact 
that we’re going to have some 
water in the river this summer,” 
she said.

“So we hope to see something 
by the middle of August. We’re 
pleased about that because, in 
all honesty, we are concerned 
about the environmental impact 
of having no water. They don’t 
seem do agree with us on that. 
But they don’t live here either.”

However, despite the win, Ms. 
Wolfe expects the real lobbying 

work will begin when the Town 
starts to consider the ownership 
issue.

“I felt Mayor Quirk sounded 
very conciliatory and that she 
wanted to work with us. I think 
she understands; you know 
that 3000 people have signed a 
petition, and there aren’t many 
more people in Pefferlaw proper 
than that. So, I’m hoping that she 
gets support from the rest of the 

council. And I think that’s where 
our lobbying efforts are going to 
go now.”

To that end, Ms. Wolfe said her 
group is launching a lawn sign 
campaign to save the dam.

“We don’t want this to fall off 
the front burner here right now. 
We think we’ve got everybody’s 
attention, and so we want to 
make sure that we keep it.”
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Port Bolster wood artisan 
hopes Stage 3 helps sales
By MIKE ANDERSON

BILL MAJOR IN HIS WORKSHOP

York Region’s move to Stage 
3 couldn’t come fast enough for 
Bill Major. 

Mr. Major, a wood artisan 
who specializes in live-edged 
woodcraft, is one of dozens of 
local Georgina artists and artisans 
who have been financially 
impacted by the pandemic. 

Unable to sell their work at 
local galleries, retail shops, or art 
and craft shows, they have seen 
their incomes drop drastically. 

“I think the main focus for 
all of us has been survival,” Mr. 
Major said. “And when you’re 
in a survival mode, artistic and 
creative work can be a kind of an 
afterthought.”

“We cut costs. We don’t carry 
the same inventory. But just 
because you’re not open doesn’t 
mean you don’t have expenses.”

Mr. Major estimates that he 
lost upwards of 80 per cent of 
his local sales, consisting mainly 
of one-of-a-kind live-edged 
charcuterie and cheese boards, 
as well as tables made from 
reclaimed hardwood.

“As far as local retail, 
COVID-19  really shut that 
down. And people aren’t 
entertaining. This time of year 
they’d have family and friends 
over to the cottage. So the cottage 
market, including Georgina Bay, 

Kawartha and Muskoka, which 
is a good market for my products 
virtually disappeared.” 

But every cloud has a silver 
lining as they say. And, the 
pandemic is no different. 

Faced with a looming disaster, 
Mr. Major adapted. 

He improved his website and 
took a course offered by the Town 
on Facebook and Instagram 
marketing. He also opened an 
online shop with ArtFest Ontario. 

Now, with Stage 3, Mr. Major 
is hopeful the tide may be turning. 

“Stage 3 will bring a little 
more freedom for people to come 
to our workshop and studio, 
still wearing masks and social 
distancing,” he said. “And I think 
there will be a little more freedom 
for people to entertain others, and 
this may help them be more open 
to buying our products.”

Mr. Major is also hopeful that 
the Studio Tour, a big event on 
the Georgina art calendar, will go 
forward for the last weekend in 
September. 

You can visit Bill Major’s 
workshop/studio in Port Bolster, 
but wear a mask and give him 
a call first at 289-221-1174. 
He’s also online at www.
liveedgewoodcraft.ca. 
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Local woman helps women & 
kids suffering from hair loss

Heather Scott, a resident of 
Sutton, has created, Helper Hair 
Box, a subscription box filled 
with things to help women and 
children who suffer from hair 
loss.

Mrs. Scott has had alopecia, an 
autoimmune disorder, since she 
was three years-old and does not 
have any hair on her head.  

Since opening her online wig 
boutique, Pretty Wigs To You, 
she said she has had a lot of 
parents reach out for advice and 
support for their children who 
have hair loss.  

“When they couldn’t afford 
a wig for their child, I would 
personally donate it to them. And 
then I’d include little fun things 
inside the box for the children, 
something just to boost their 
spirits and little notes of positivity 
for them, and that’s how the box 
got started,” she said.

Mrs. Scott said after she 
saw there was nothing like a 
subscription box specifically 
for hair loss on the market,  she 
decided to create it. She started 
a Kickstarter to fund the project 
and has surpassed her goal of 

$7,000. 
The boxes are customizable, 

she said. For children there will 
be things like hats, scarves and 
other items to boost their self 
confidence. The women’s boxes 
will have things like makeup, 
temporary eyebrow tattoos, 
helper hair and a motivational 
book. There will also be an 
option for women who choose 
not to wear any kind of hair. 

For every six boxes purchased, 
Mrs. Scott will donate one box to 
a child; and for every 12 boxes 
purchased, she will donate one 
wig to a child.

She said she has been getting a 
lot of support for the project, and 
has even had people from outside 
of the hair loss community 
purchasing boxes to be donated 
to a child or charity of their 
choice. 

The Kickstarter will be live 
until July 30, and any money 
raised over the goal will go 
towards the project. You can 
pledge at www.kickstarter.com/
projects/helperhairbox/helper-
hair-box.

By  MICHELLE POIRIER

HEATHER SCOTT

WOMENS’ BOX
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DG Group loses final bid to  
overturn LPAT ruling
By MIKE ANDERSON

The Town of Georgina will 
begin the process of rezoning 
DG Group’s Maple Lake Estate 
(MLE) lands in North Keswick 
as an Environmental Protection 
Area (EPA), protecting 
nearly 500 acres of the North 
Gwillimbury Forest from any 
future development.

This follows the dismissal 
of DG Group’s request to 
review LPAT’s December 2019 
decision, which prevents the 
developer from building a large 
scale development on the forest’s 
environmentally significant 
woodlands and wetlands that 
form part of the Lake Simcoe 
watershed.

The Local Planning Appeal 
Tribunal (LPAT) turned down 
DG Group’s request on May 14, 

but for some reason did not advise 
the Town or North Gwillimbury 
Forest Alliance (NGFA), the 
local environmental group that’s 
been fighting the development, 
of its decision until July.

Despite the delay, NGFA Chair 
Jack Gibbons welcomed the 
news.

“Well, it’s a great decision. 
It’s a final “No” to Maple Lake 
Estates. And it sends a very 
clear message to the Town of 
Georgina that wetlands cannot 
be developed,” he said in an 
interview with The Post.

“The Town is now legally 
obliged to amend the Maple 
Lakes Estates’s zoning bylaw 
to prohibit any development. 
They have to do it in three years, 
but we’re hoping that they will 

Top Wood•Shield Best!

Sutton Home Hardware
20938 Dalton Road
Under The Water Tower

Before you stain there are two simple secrets to a
long-lasting fi nish – QUALITY STAIN and PREP WORK. 

Together they create a beautiful long lasting fi nish, without 
prep the odds are high you will be redoing your 

project again next year.

DG GROUP SIGN ON METRO ROAD

amend the zoning bylaw much 
sooner to ensure that the lands 
are protected.”

According to Harold Lenters, 

Director of Development 
Services, the Town will amend 
the official plan and remove the 
MLE lands’ urban residential 



  07.24.2020  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM    9 n















































Over 15 Years Experience 




designation, as part of a wider 
zoning bylaw update this fall.

“I see us proceeding in the 
fall,” said Mr. Lenters during 
the virtual council meeting on 
July 15. “It’s the law. It’s what 
we have to do. So we will move 
forward.”

However, Mr. Lenters pointed 
out there are still a few areas of 
the MLE lands that will retain 
the urban designation. But they 
comprise less than 10 per cent 
of the total MLE lands and, 
therefore, can’t facilitate the 
proposed development.

He also said the Town would 
hire an environmental consultant, 
which will cost $60,000, to assist 
staff with the zoning update and 
amending the bylaws.

While DG Group cannot 
develop the MLE lands, it 
still retains ownership. So, it 
will likely seek some form of 
compensation from the province 
— not only for the land value but 

also for significant development 
charges it incurred, including 
$3.5 million it paid to build 
municipal water and sewer 
infrastructure to service the 
proposed development.

Mr. Gibbon believes the 
province may work out a 
deal with DG Group, perhaps 
swapping the EPA lands for lands 
more suitable for development.

He would also like to see the 
province work with the developer 
to create a public nature reserve 
that could help boost local 
tourism.

“The wetlands are now 
protected because of the LPAT 
decision, but they’re not open 
to the public. The total lands 
are about 900 acres when you 
include their lands south of Deer 
Park Dr, between Deer Park Dr 
and Boyers Rd. So there’s this 
potential for this huge, wonderful 
publicly owned nature reserve,” 
he said.
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Georgina Farmers’ Market will 
reopen August 2 at the LINK

The fifth anniversary of the 
Georgina Farmers’ Market has 
had a delayed start, but Natalia 
Zammitti, the market’s founder 
and president, is excited to open 
for this partial season.

The market will open at the 
LINK in Sutton on Sunday, 
August 2, three months after the 
original opening date, which was 
postponed due to COVID-19.

“It’s our fifth year, and we are 
super excited and grateful that we 
can open,” said Ms. Zammitti, 
who’s expecting 20 to 25 vendors 
this year, with new and returning 
vendors.

Ms. Zammitti and her mother, 
Donna Callfas, the market 
manager, have been working 
with the Town of Georgina and 
York Region Public Health to 
reopen the market in a way that 
will keep patrons and vendors 
safe.

The market will have a 
welcoming booth with masks 
available, and a handwashing and 
sanitizing station. Vendors will 
be spread apart to allow physical 
distancing, and patrons will enter 
one way and leave another.

“I think the market will still 
be good. I think the market will 
be different this year for sure, 
everything is different right now, 
but I still think it’s going to be 
good,” Ms. Zammitti said.

Vendors are also excited to 
reconnect with their customers.

Andon Arguirov, co-owner 
of Back to Basics Farms, is 
returning to the market after a 

rough start to the season with 
farmers’ markets being closed.

Mr. Arguirov said this year 
had been the worst for sales. He 
believes farmers’ markets should 
have been allowed to open like 
grocery stores were, but he is 
excited to return to the market.

“Back to Basics will be there, 
we have a lot of good vegetables 
and fruits, and we are happy to 
participate in the market,” he 
said.

Rick Nadeau, the owner 
of Everything Maple, is also 
returning to the Georgina 
Farmers’ Market this year.

“I’m very excited about going 
back and seeing my clientele,” 
said Mr. Nadeau, who lost 90 
per cent of his income due to 
the closure of the markets and 
festivals, where he would sell the 
majority of his product.

“It’s been a tough haul, but 
everyone’s in the same boat,” he 
said.

Mr. Nadeau said more people 
are shopping local now, and pent 
-up demand should help small 
businesses like his recoup some 
of their losses.

“They’re there to support 
local. What’s better than getting 
it from the people who make the 
product,” he said.

The market will be open on 
Sundays from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. at the LINK in Sutton, 
20849 Dalton Rd.

“We’re really excited to be 
back and see the community 
again,” Ms. Zammitti said.

By MICHELLE POIRIER

DONNA CALLFAS &  NATALIA ZAMMITTI IN 2019
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Agripreneur program gets 
$150,000 boost from province

An innovative training 
program run by the Ontario 
Water Centre, the not-for-profit 
that operates ClearWater Farm 
in Willow Beach, will receive 
$150,000 in provincial funding 
from the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food and Rural Affairs.

The Young Agripreneurs 
Program (YAP) provides hands-
on experience to young people 
interested in pursuing careers in 
regenerative agriculture, which 
aims to reverse climate change 
by improving soil health, water 
management and reducing 
fertilizer use.

The funding will allow 29 
young people to receive training 
to start their own eco-friendly 
farms.

The funding is part of 
a larger $3.3 million cost-
sharing program provided to 
58 projects through Ontario’s 
Rural Economic Development 
Program (RED).

The goal is to help rural 
and indigenous communities 
diversify their economies, 
retain skilled workers, build 
infrastructure and create jobs.

The funding was announced at 
an event held at Clearwater Farm 
in Willow Beach, on July 23, with 
Ernie Hardeman, Minister of 
Agriculture, joined by Caroline 
Mulroney, MPP York-Simcoe, 
and Annabel Slaight, Chair and 
Founder, Ontario Water Centre. 

“Supporting local jobs and 
removing barriers to investment 
and economic growth in rural 
communities is more important 
than ever,” Minister Hardeman 
said.

“As the economy reopens, 
our investments in the Rural 
Economic Development program 
will have a very real impact 
for communities across rural 
Ontario.”

“Through today’s investment, 
our government is creating jobs 
and driving economic growth at 
a time when it is needed most 
in rural Ontario,” added MPP 
Mulroney.

“By investing in today’s 
youth and career development 
through great local organizations 
like the Ontario Water Centre, 
we’re ensuring young people 
can stay and work in their own 
communities.”

“This new RED grant helps 
us envision 29 young people 
being able to follow their 
passion to become leaders in 
local regenerative farming,” Ms. 
Slaight said.

“They will have a viable 
pathway to being eco farmers – 
through access to land, capital, 
marketing and hands-on training. 
And the hope is that they will 
also become part of seeding a 
new kind of agriculture with 
meaningful local roots in 
Georgina and beyond.”

By MIKE ANDERSON

MULRONEY, SLAIGHT & HARDEMAN AT CLEARWATER FARM
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    FREELANCE REPORTER 
Georgina Post is looking for a 

professional reporter. Email resume
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The summer is hot and so 
is Georgina real estate. The 
demand for homes is at all time 
high and property prices reflect 
the sellers market.

According to Toronto Real 
Estate Board statistics, the 
average selling price of a home 
in Georgina in June 2020 was 
$717,114, which is 25% higher 
than the same month last year 
when the average selling price 
was at $523,300. 

The strong increases in sale 
prices can be attributed to a 
couple of factors. The main 
reason is a low supply of listings 
in the area. In June this year 
there were 153 active listings in 
Georgina, compared to 340 in 
the same month last year. 

The other reason for strong 

price gains is a larger pool for 
buyers searching for homes. 

During the COVID-19 
pandemic, a lot of people 
discovered new opportunities to 
work remotely that allow them 
to relocate from the busy Toronto 
areas. Located only 50 min away 
from Toronto, Georgina is an 
attractive spot for nature and lake 
lovers.  Buyers also are taking 
advantage of the low interest rates, 
sometimes in the low 2% range, 
offered by most major banks.

The fall market is expected to be 
as strong as last spring,  so sellers 
can count on maximizing the 
return on their properties this year.

By KAT ANDERSON

Georgina’s Hot Real Estate 
Market Continues

for certain tax exemptions. 
In Ontario, this includes an 
exemption of the Ontario tax 
portion of the HST (usually 8%) 
on several goods and services, 
provided that the individual 
presents proof of eligibility at 
the point of sale. For instance, a 
First Nations person with a status 
card purchasing goods such as 
tools or furniture or appliances 
would pay 5% tax, where others 
would pay 13% tax. In exchange 
for sharing their land, indigenous 

people receive certain benefits 
from both the Provincial and 
Federal Governments. This is not 
a privilege but their legal right 
under Canadian law. 

The indigenous community 
within Georgina are our 
neighbours and deserve to be 
respected. If you see someone 
being treated unfairly, speak up. 
Next time it could be you.

Rev. Deacon Nancy Glover
Parish of Georgina
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