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Parents anxious as kids head back-to-
school during pandemic

De La Salle Park will remain open this 
month, as staff continue to monitor visitor 
volume with the hope of removing some 
restrictions next week, according to a Town 
spokesperson.

The waterfront park reopened on July 20, 
with a limited capacity of 650 people.

Visitor parking was also restricted to 85 
spaces – sometimes raised to 95 – in the lots 
off Metro Rd, while more than 40 resident-
only spaces at the Chapel building parking lot 
were available.

Beachgoers were encouraged not to 
sunbathe or linger on the beach – with most 
staying no longer than an hour – part of a 
“beach in motion” concept borrowed from 
Innisfil, which reopened its beaches on June 
19, a full month before the Town.

Staff also drew circles on grassy areas to 
encourage visitors to socially distance while 
picnicking, and barbecuing was banned.

According to the Town, more than 45,000 
people have visited the park since it reopened, 
most complying with the new rules and 
restrictions, which carried a set fine of $150 
for violations.

“We are very pleased with the cooperation 
and support from both residents and visitors. 
Our guidelines and procedures were followed, 
allowing us to open our beach in a safe and 
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MELISSA WALKS LILY,  HER TEN-YEAR OLD DAUGHTER TO SCHOOL

Town keeps De La Salle Park open through September
By MIKE ANDERSON

unsure if it will stay that way,” Ashley Anne, 
mother of three, said.

Ms. Anne’s children will be attending 
senior kindergarten, grade two and grade five 
at an elementary school in Keswick.

By MICHELLE POIRIER

With kids heading back-to-school in 
Georgina, a lack of information and the 
looming threat of COVID-19 has some 
parents second-guessing their decision.

“We have decided to send them, but are 
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measured manner,” said Fire 
Chief Ron Jenkins.

With Georgina’s active 
COVID-19 cases remaining in 
the low single digits, there is 
no evidence that the reopening 
contributed to community spread, 
leading many to call the Town’s 
decision to reopen the park a 
success.

But the cost of reopening the 
park with enhanced COVID-19 
safety protocols, including 
additional fencing and signage, 
a new tracking system and more 
staffing, has been high.

The Town says a breakdown 
of the costs will be made public 
at a later date. But it appears that 
reduced parking revenues at De 
La Salle – nearly $30,000 to date 
– will do little to offset them.

According to Chief Jenkins, 
the cost was enough to prevent 
the Town from reopening its 
other major waterfront parks, like 
Willow Beach and Homes Point.

Still, some residents remain 
critical of the Town’s decision 
not to reopen its other waterfront 
parks.

In Pefferlaw, residents who live 
near Riverview Park, the Town’s 
most easterly beach, say that with 
only one public beach open in 
Georgina, non-residents showed 
up at their small waterfront park 
most weekends.

They say GTA day-trippers 
and campers from Green Acres, 
a nearby trailer park, frequently 
broke down fences at the park, 
ignoring COVID-19 signs and 

the threat of fines to access the 
beach.

“When it was really warm 
in July and August, myself and 
a few other neighbours were 
constantly telling people it’s 
closed,” said Terrence Jones, a 
spokesperson for the Riverview 
Park community.

“But they were just pulling 
down the big orange snow fence 
and going in anyway.”

Residents repeatedly called the 
Town’s bylaw office but said it 
was hard to get bylaw officers to 
come by.

“COVID has been very 
challenging. People try and go to 
the park, and when we tell them 
it’s closed, they swear at us,” said 
Palma Polesel, who’s frustrated 
with the Town’s response.

“I’ve been calling bylaw 
constantly, but I can only leave 
a message at the Town on the 

DE LA SALLE VISITOR PARKING 



Speak to our knowledgeable and  
certified staff about our extensive  

selection of food, treats and supplies

905-722-7600 
20887 Dalton Road  

Sutton

905-989-2503
24018 Woodbine Avenue 

Keswick

TWO GREAT LOCATIONS SERVING ALL OF GEORGINA
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Editorial: Late to the party

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Re: Town of Georgina threatens 
LSRCA with legal action.

The Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority made the 
wrong choice in accepting six-
figure donations from developer 

While Innisfil, Barrie and 
Whitchurch-Stouffville approved 
cannabis retail stores in January 
2019, Georgina Town Council 
voted 4-3 to opt-out of the 
provincial roll-out, despite a 
Town sponsored survey which 
found a majority of respondents 
wanted pot shops in their 
community. 

In part, that vote was influenced 
by the Town not meeting a 
minimum threshold of 50,000 
residents - the 2016 census states 
45,418 — set out by the AGCO.

But that point could have been 
overlooked, as the census was 
three years-old.  Regardless, it 
is now moot, as the AGCO has 
waived that stipulation.  

Council’s anti-cannabis bias 
was also fuelled by a belief that 
pot shops were too much trouble, 
and would not provide any 
substantial benefits, including 
additional taxation or revenues to 
the Town.  However, this is not 
the case. 

By opting-out, the Town 
received less than $30,000 
from the nearly $40 million 
Ontario Cannabis Legalization 
Fund (OCLIF), set aside to help 
municipalities shoulder the 
costs associated with cannabis 
legalization. In short, it left 
money on the table. 

These funds were part of 
Ontario’s share of the federal 
excise tax on recreational 

cannabis.  
The good news is there may 

be more money coming down 
the pipe; if the federal-provincial 
agreement on cannabis excise 
sharing is updated — a call that 
is currently being made by the 
Association of Municipalities 
Ontario (AMO).  

According to the AMO,  these 
funds could be used to fund local 
benefits, like youth and community 
programs. 

Thanks to a last minute request 
by Regional Coun. Rob Grossi, 
at the August 19 virtual council 
meeting, a staff report on how 
other municipalities have dealt 
with pot shops will be brought 
forward to council for review this 
fall, perhaps opening a door that 
was firmly closed before.  

The Town of Georgina, late 
to the party,  may soon approve 
cannabis retail stores in Keswick, 
Sutton and Pefferlaw, creating 
much needed employment, a 
share of federal excise taxes and 
economic spin-offs for business 
areas ravaged by the pandemic. 
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TENNYSON TIDBITS 

Congratulations to MTO em-
ployee Samantha Sarasin 
(Osborne) who will be heading 
to Columbus, Ohio in August 
for the North American In-
spectors' Championship 
(NAIC) representing Ontario. 
Samantha competed this 
month at the Provincial In-
spectors’ Competition and 
finished first earning her a spot 
at the North American compe-
tition. Samantha will be the 
second female officer in On-
tario's 25 year history heading 
to NAIC with the last one oc-
curring 17 years ago. Good 
luck, Sam!  

As of Friday, July 20, Geor-
gina’s ban on all outdoor and 
open burning fires has been 
lifted. Also, as per a Town by-
law, the use of municipal wa-
ter for watering lawns or gar-
dens, washing vehicles or fill-
ing swimming pools is only 
permitted between the hours of 
6:00 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. between May 15 
and September 30 of each 
year. An even numbered ad-
dress may use water out-
doors only on even numbered 
days of the month and an odd 
numbered address may use 
water outdoors only on odd 
numbered days.

There has been concern over 
the increasing number of cats 
that have gone missing and 
Shirley Jakonen in Pefferlaw 
believes coyotes may be re-
sponsible. She is urging cat 
owners to keep their pets in-
doors, especially in the early 
morning and evening.  
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She said her children’s first 
day was September 10, but it was 
not until September 8 that they 
received any information.

“I’m confident in what I have 
taught them and what they need 
to do. Even my son in senior 
kindergarten will be wearing 
a mask, and we have been 
practicing keeping them on,” she 
said.

September 8 was the official 
opening date given to parents 
by the York Region District 
School Board (YRDSB), but 
some parents did not get the 
information they needed until 
days later, if at all.

YRDSB sent out an email 
survey to parents in mid-August 
to help the board plan for in-class 
and online instruction.

The survey found that while 
more than 70 per cent of York 
Region students opted for in-
class instruction, over online 
learning, there were major 
differences between secondary 
and elementary students. While 
only one in five secondary 
students opted out of in-class 
instruction, one out of every 
three elementary students did 
so, selecting online learning 
instead. According to Georgina 
Trustee Cynthia Cordova, there 
are several reasons for this, 
including a more supportive 
environment at home and more 
options for elementary students 
to opt back into school later in 
the year.

Still, she concedes that safety 
concerns are top of mind.

“I think everybody equally has 
concerns. The only difference 
with elementary is that grade 
four and up wear masks, and 
under grade four, they don’t,” 
said Ms. Cordova, who’s also the 
parent of school-aged children. 
“The concerns are that the school 
buses could have kindergarten 
up to grade eight, and some are 
wearing masks, some aren’t. And 
at recess time, you’ll have some 
children wearing masks, and 

SCHOOLS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

others not. So no masks for the 
younger ones possess a little bit 
more concern.”

Ms. Cordova sympathizes 
with parents and acknowledges 
that some information was late 
in getting to them.

“I know that the timetables 
were not getting in there till 
the last minute. So that caused 
some anxiety. As a trustee, I 
want people to understand that 
everybody’s basically flying the 
plane as we’re building it during 
these times.”

She also said the board is 
working to get class sizes down 
and public health has developed 
a plan to deal with any potential 
outbreaks.

Michelle Sedore-Goodman is 
one of those anxious parents. She 
has three children she is sending 
back to school.

“Unfortunately, they only gave 
us six days to decide when they 
sent out the survey, so not having 
all the information, I said yes to 
ensure a spot for them,” she said.

Her son and daughter attend 
grades 10 and 11 at Keswick 
High School (K.H.S.). She said 
she feels confident K.H.S. is 
keeping its class sizes down, as 
both children will be going into 
the school every other day for 
two-and-a-half hours of class.

But she’s not as impressed 
with Jersey Public School, where 
her youngest daughter will start 
grade three. She said the class 
sizes are too large, and the 
children in grade three and below 
do not have to wear a mask.

This is concerning for her, 
as her son has a compromised 
immune system, and she does 
not want her daughter to bring 
COVID-19 home.

Ms. Sedore-Goodman is also 
frustrated with YRDSB’s lack 
of flexibility. When she inquired 
about changing her daughter to 
online classes, she received an 
email stating it would not permit 
changes.

“The board has not, in my 
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opinion, given families enough 
information to make decisions 
based on actual facts like 
numbers,” she said.

However, Ms. Cordova said 
that YRDSB will accommodate 
changes at a later date, and that 
parents can add their children to 
a waitlist for online instruction.

Heather St. Amant-Salvati 
is also having second thoughts 
about sending her daughter back 
for grade 10 at Our Lady of the 
Lake Catholic Academy.

“I honestly wish I kept her 
home,” she said.

Her daughter will be attending 
class in person and online, but 
they just found out on September 
8 what cohort she is in and still 
did not know the date or time she 
will start.

Parents who are keeping 
their children home are also  
struggling to get information 
from school boards.

Amanda Staples posted in 
a community Facebook group 
reaching out to other parents who 
are keeping their children home, 
asking if they had received any 
information yet. The post was 
answered by numerous parents, 
saying they have not heard 
anything.

Ms. Staples, who’s daughter 
will complete kindergarten 
online, lives and works on 
a dairy farm, has two other 
young children, and her father 
is awaiting a lung transplant 
and cannot become exposed to 
COVID-19.

“I felt if we sent her to school, 
then I could no longer visit with 
my father as it would be too big 
of a risk to him,” she said.

She said online learning 
worked well for them in 
the spring, but she needs to 
know what is expected -- to 
accommodate her life around 
schooling, her other children and 
the farm.

“The more information that 
is coming out about how the 
schools are going to run, the 

happier I am I chose to keep her 
home,” she said.

Amanda Link has also chosen 
to keep her children, who 
are supposed to be in senior 
kindergarten and grade three, 
home. She has filled out three 
different forms confirming 
that she will be keeping them 
home but did not received 
any information on the actual 
schooling.

“I am keeping them home 
because numbers are going up, 
and I still feel it is very unsafe 
for the kids to go back,” she said. 
“There is not enough information 
as to whether or not this disease 
can harm children, and that is 
worrisome.”

While many parents are 
anxious and second-guessing 
their decision to send their 
kids back to school, some are 
confident that their kids will be 
alright.

Natalie Wolfe-Edwards said 
she is not worried about sending 
her daughter to school for grade 
six, because as an essential 
worker she sees more people in a 
day than her daughter will see in 
her school cohort.

Despite the uncertainties, 
many parents believe they are 
making the right choice for their 
children, but there is still angst.

“It is extremely bittersweet, I 
am nervous, but they want to go 
back, it is a tough place for kids, 
parents and teachers to be in,” 
Ms. Anne said.

“I understand the frustration 
that parents have — because 
when you’re not settled, your 
kids aren’t settled,” Ms. Cordova 
said.

“Lowering your stress level, 
as much as possible, is the best 
thing to do. And in time, we’ll 
get better as we learn the system, 
and how this is going to look for 
a year. This is a challenging time 
for everyone, let’s just take one 
step at a time, and we’re going to 
get through this together.”
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2020 Georgina Studio Tour set 
to run September 26 & 27

SHERRY CRAWFORD

BRETT HILL

By EWA CHWOJKO-SRAWLEY

The 2020 Georgina Studio 
Tour, a perennial favourite with 
artists and art lovers, will take 
place on September 26 and 27.

The preparations started 
shortly after the 2019 Studio 
Tour but came to a halt when 
the pandemic struck. The new 
management had many difficult 
decisions to make but it all 
worked out, and 23 artists are 
excited to share their works with 
our ever supportive community.

One of the participants is 
the Sutton artist, Brett Hill. He 
hopes for a great turnout, and 
admits that his small business has 
suffered a lot, since many of the 
retail outlets which were carrying 
his products were closed down.

“I decided to take some courses 
on how to market and sell online. 
I tried to figure out new sales 
channels, I updated my portfolio 
and my website,” Mr. Hill said.

“I’ve also used the time to 
write new cards and develop 
new products. I made a line of 
Essential Worker buttons and 
quarantine-themed buttons that 
have been really popular.”

Sherry Crawford, an 
Indigenous artist, also doubled 
her efforts in online marketing, 
but she admits she much prefers 
to exhibit her artworks in a 
physical space where she has a 

chance to chat with visitors and 
share her stories.

“I am excited to have my 
works exhibited at the Georgina 
Arts Centre and Gallery during 
the Studio Tour. My show was 
scheduled for June 2020, but was 
cancelled due to the pandemic.”  

Apart from Sherry Crawford’s 
works you will also see works 
by two other Indigenous artists, 
Lauri Hoeg and Jacob Charles.

The Georgina Arts Centre and 
Gallery is participating in the 
Studio Tour for the first time. For 
this special occasion visitors will 
have a chance to get a glimpse 
of several new additions to the 
Gallery’s Permanent Collection 
by various Inuit and West Coast 
artists.

For a list of artists and locations: 
 http://georginastudiotour.com/
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weekends, so it’s hard to get the 
bylaw officers to come as often as 
they need to.” And when bylaw 
officers do attend, they issue 
warnings rather than fines, which 
residents say offer little or no 
deterrent.

“There’s a number of people 
that will just come over and stop 
and take the chance,” said Joseph 
Pollice, who owns a cottage 
next to the park. “They go for a 
swim, and they hide their stuff 
in the bushes. The bylaws just 
escort them off. I’ve never seen 
anybody get a fine. It’s supposed 

to be $750.”
Many residents, frustrated with 

people breaking the rules, want 
the Town to switch Riverview 
Park, from a public to a private, 
or resident-only, park.

“If the residents comply with 
social distancing, we should be 
able to access the beach,” said 
Susanna Cuda, who’s cottage is 
across from the park.

“Why can someone who 
doesn’t live here hop the fence 
and use the beach, but I can’t. I 
don’t think that’s fair.”

DE LA SALLE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
RIVERVIEW BEACH RESIDENTS
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Georgina home to many of 
Canada’s at-risk wildlife
By MICHELLE POIRIER

The population of Ontario’s 
at-risk species are in decline, 
according to a new report, and 
many of these species live right 
here in Georgina.

The World Wildlife Fund 
(WWF) Canada recently released 
The Living Planet Report Canada 
2020, which reported that 
populations of at-risk Canadian 
species have declined by 59 per 
cent and threatened species of 
global conservation concern have 
declined in Canada by 42 per 
cent, from 1970 to 2016.

Gail Lenters, founder and 
board president of Shades 
of Hope Wildlife Refuge in 
Pefferlaw, said many at-risk 
wildlife have gone through their 
doors.

Ms. Lenters said snapping 
turtles, bald eagles, peregrine 
falcons, red-headed woodpeckers 
and wood thrush are species of 
special concern in Georgina.

She also said barn swallows 
and chimney swifts are 
threatened species, and Acadian 
flycatchers and little brown bats 
are endangered species for this 
area.

According to the species 
at-risk section of the Ontario 
website, endangered species 
face imminent extinction or 
extirpation; threatened species 

are not endangered, but are likely 
to become endangered if steps are 
not taken; and species of special 
concern are not endangered or 
threatened, but may become so.

She said some of these species 
have not been seen very often 
or very recently in Georgina, 
and a major reason for that is 
urbanization and clear cutting.

“We don’t have barns that 
swallows can nest in anymore. 
They are called barn swallows 
because they nest in the old 
wooden barns. They are all torn 
down, so they have all lost their 
homing areas. And for the other 
birds it is very similar, their 
habitat is being ruined,” she said.

Paul Harpley, president of the 
South Lake Simcoe Naturalists, 
said Blanding’s turtles, a 

SHORT-EARED OWL

BLANDING ‘S TURTLE
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threatened species,  spotted 
turtles, an endangered species, 
and short-eared owls, a species 
of special concern, are additional 
species at-risk that were 
historically more common in 
Georgina, but have not been seen 
as frequently.

Mr. Harpley said he suggests 
the community become more 
engaged with nature, and utilize 
the regional forests, Sibbald 
Point Provincial Park and Lake 
Simcoe to learn more about the 
ecosystems around us.

“Things like snapping turtles; 
they are a species of concern that 
the average person who is not 
really that engaged would not 
think as locally at risk, because 
you can see them all the time. 
They cross the roads, they get 
hit by cars and they are around a 
lot,” he said.

Human disturbance, urban 
development, pollution, 
transport, agricultural activity 
and climate change are just some 
of the threats affecting species in 
Canada, according to the WWF.

“We can urbanize with 
consideration, there are cities and 
municipalities that plan around 

park areas or around land spaces 
where the animals live, and they 
only take sections instead of 
clearing the whole thing. From a 
leadership level our municipality 
leaders have to recognize that 
we need to coexist,” Ms. Lenters 
said.

Mr. Harpley added that with a 
growing population development 
will happen, but the community 
needs to be more engaged and 
government officials need to take 
the wildlife into consideration; 
thinking of the reptiles that may 
bask in the sun on the asphalt or 
the birds living in the trees.

“I think people need to 
understand that all species out 
there are here for a reason, they 
have a purpose in our ecosystem, 
losing any one of them could 
change that ecosystem and we 
may not have any idea how until 
that happens,” Ms. Lenters said.

“So it’s important to maintain 
balance and, if we’re losing 
species, most likely it is because 
something we as humans are 
doing. So, we just need to 
be aware and try to mitigate 
those losses by adjusting our 
behaviour.”

BARN SWALLOW

RED-HEADED WOODPECKER
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Dave and Anita Haynes, owners 
of Sutton Home Hardware, have 
been selected as this year’s 
Georgina honourees for the 11th 
annual Portraits of Giving by 
Merk Photography.

Portraits of Giving was 
started by Karen Merk to create 
awareness and inspire the 
community through photography, 
stories, education and to share 
the importance of corporate and 
social responsibility in York 
Region.

“We are grateful to be getting 
that award, and we are humbled 
as well. This has been an 
interesting year, that’s for sure,” 
Mr. Haynes said.

Mr. and Mrs. Haynes were 
nominated for the award by 
Karen Wolfe, former publisher 
of The Georgina Post, because 
of their sponsorships, donations 
to those in need and their 
contribution to The Kinsmen 
Sutton Santa Clause Parade.

“They are fine people with 
a giving heart and a smiling 
nature. Their recognition 
here is a deserving and fitting 
acknowledgment of their 
passion for the community and 
dedication to charitable and 
fundraising events . So thank you 
very much for everything you 
have done through the years and 
congratulations,” Ms. Wolfe said 
in the virtual Portraits of Giving 
Georgina presentation video on 
Facebook.

Portraits of Giving honours 
Dave and Anita Haynes

The caption under Ms. Merk’s 
photograph of Mr. and Mrs. 
Haynes says one of their greatest 
accomplishments was to partner 
with the Georgina Kinsmen Club 
in 1998 to start Sutton Santa 
Clause Parade because of how 
the parade brings the community 
together.

“We are very honoured to 
celebrate Anita and Dave Haynes 
this year in our 11th Annual 
Portraits of Giving exhibit, who 
have been pillars in the Georgina 
community for a long time. This 
year more than ever, we need 
to celebrate the good we see 
around us and to keep helping 
our community,” Ms. Merk said.

The photography exhibit 
is on a six month tour across 
York Region with 16 honourees 
this year and it is heading to 
Vaughan next. The exhibition has 
honoured 119 people since Ms. 
Merk started Portraits of Giving 
11 years ago.

The Georgina Kinsmen Club 
are the Georgina honourees 
sponsor this year and Merk 
Photography is presenting 
a cheque for $200 for the 
Georgina Food Bank, Mr. and 
Mrs. Haynes charity of choice, 
to help during this difficult 
year. Due to COVID-19, large 
groups of people could not 
gather for the presentation, 
so Ms. Merk has posted the 
presentation on Facebook at 
https:/ /www.facebook.com/
MerkPhotography/.

By  MICHELLE POIRIER

ANITA AND DAVID HAYNES
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As ardent golfers will tell you, 
there are major tournaments 
like The Masters, the British 
Open, and the U.S. Open. And 
then there is the Orchard Beach 
Open: instead of attracting the 
big money players, the Open 
hosts a group of veteran duffers, 
perennial optimists who regularly 
set the course on fire with scores 
in the 50’s --- that is, for nine 
holes.

The historic Orchard Beach 
Open, sometimes referred to as 
the Orchard Beach Classic or the 
Conn Smythe Trophy Cup, has 
been an annual sporting event for 
over three years, an unparalleled 
test of skill and mental fortitude.

This August, six strikers, 
whose ages closely matched 
their handicaps, set out in 
conquest of the venerable Conn 
Smythe Trophy, named after 
the eponymous founder of the 
course (note: no such trophy 
exists; the tournament organizers 
simply thought it was a suitable 
moniker).

Playing without the usual 
gallery due to COVID-19, each 
competitor set out with an eye on 
the ultimate prize: a 1958 Arnold 
Palmer persimmon 4-wood, 
valued at approx. $12.95. The 
runner up would go home with 
a dozen used golf balls, most in 
good condition, although some 
appeared slightly elliptical.

Third prize, not to be sniffed 
at, was a bankroll of Canadian 

The Orchard Beach Open

Tire money (valued at $1.25), 
along with a boxed set of four 
coloured tees. From the get-go, 
competition was intense, and 
generally speaking scores were 
calculated honestly; gimmies 
were not granted for putts longer 
than six feet, each was allowed 
only four mulligans, and players 
had the option of hitting from a 
bunker or throwing the ball out, 
which makes good sense.

As players came into the 
clubhouse after the tournament, 
they expressed admiration for 
the excellent course conditions. 
With fairways in such great 
shape, many were able to reach 
greens after attacking the ball six 
or seven times, a testimony to 
careful turf management.

The greens themselves, 
however, were subject to 
criticism: not only was it observed 
that their foxy design (by Stanley 
Thompson) made putting 
difficult, but the size of the holes 
was altogether too small.

This year’s Conn Smythe 
Trophy Cup winner was Mike 
Chapman, who scored 45 to lay 
claim to the vintage 4-wood. 
Runner-up Steve Mortimer 
was just a stroke behind at 46, 
good enough for the used golf 
balls. Mike Byrnes and Mike 
O’Reilly tied for third place with 
47, causing some consternation 
among the players on how to split 
$1.25 in Canadian Tire money 
evenly.

By  LORNE HICKS

MIKE O’REILLY TEES OFF
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Georgina’s hot real estate 
market continued through August. 
Sale prices were up nearly 27 
per cent compared to same time 
last year. That’s the third-highest 
price growth in the GTA, behind 
King and Oakville.

According to TREB, the 
average selling price for all 
freehold sales in Georgina was 
$710,451 compared to $552,132 
in August last year. The listings 
inventory dropped by 47 per cent 
compared to the same month 
last year, creating a shortage of 
options for buyers. Most listings 
were selling within three weeks 
on the market with 98 per cent of 
the asking price on average.

Having a property reasonably 
priced, sellers can count on a 
getting an offer within a week 
or two on the market. However, 

sellers must be prepared that most 
offers entail conditions, such as 
financing and home inspection. 
That means that the sale will be 
conditional upon buyers arranging 
their financing within a specified 
number of days and/or inspecting 
the property and finding the 
inspection report satisfactory in 
the Buyer’s sole and absolute 
discretion. Conditions usually 
take 5-7 business days to fulfill. 

The hot market this summer 
may be attributed to Toronto 
buyers. Trading a condo in 
Toronto for a three-bedroom 
home near a lake became an 
attractive idea to people who can 
work remotely. While it’s hard 
to predict next spring’s outlook, 
Georgina’s real estate market 
is most likely to keep robust 
throughout this fall.

By KAT ANDERSON

August another hot month 
for real estate in Georgina

LETTER TO THE EDITOR CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

DG Group and have shown they 
cannot be trusted to preserve our 
environment. For twice issuing 
a Section 28 permit to bulldoze 
the North Gwillimbury Forest, 
they should resign. It is now 
time for Caroline Mulroney to 
“listen, care and stand up for 
us” and ensure that the Province 
does not do an end run around 
council and issue DG Group 
a permit to destroy the forest. 
Instead the Province should fund 

Conservation Authorities so they 
should not have to compromise 
themselves before developers

Marie-Claire Caron, Pefferlaw                                                                                                                                        


