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THE SEARCH CONTINUES...
We still have a HOT market! Thankfully, interest rates 
remain low & buyers are still on the hunt! If you have 
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wondering what your home would sell for, maybe you 
are considering selling here & locating a little farther 
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An announcement on October 19 by Dr. 
David Williams, Chief Medical Officer of 
Health, released on the Ontario website, 
recommends those in areas that have reverted 

A Covid Halloween: To trick or treat, or not?

The Georgina Nurse Practitioner-Led 
Clinic (GNPLC) has provincial approval to 
proceed with a second-round of drive-thru 
COVID-19 testing.

Like the first drive-thru testing offered 
on July 29, the site will be the Sutton Arena 
parking lot at 48 Hawkins St.

However, this time the testing will be pre-
booked and will occur over two hours on 
Wednesday, October 28, from 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m.

Residents can book a test by calling 1-888-
470-2222, ext. 6171, but calls will only be 
answered from Monday to Friday.

According to Clinical Director Beth 
Cowper-Fung, GNPLC will be able to 
administer up to 50 pre-booked tests, with 
two cars being processed every five minutes.

No walk-ups will be accepted, and only 
residents without COVID-19 symptoms can 
book an appointment.

There are also strict restrictions on who can 
be tested.

“The ministry has set out guidelines about 
asymptomatic testing, and there’s a fairly 
narrow group of people that they are willing 
to run the tests for,” Ms. Cowper-Fung said.

That group includes residents or workers in 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

HAWKINS HALLOWEEN HAUNT FOR HUNGER - FOOD AND TOY DRIVE

By MICHELLE POIRIER

Province green lights local COVID-19 testing in Georgina
By MIKE ANDERSON

With Halloween fast approaching and York 
Region being pushed back to a modified Stage 
2, parents have conflicting views on whether 
they will be taking their kids trick-or-treating 
this year or not.
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TESTING CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

long-term care homes, visitors to 
LTCHs, residents or workers in 
homeless shelters, international 
students who passed their 14-
day quarantine, farmworkers 
and members of Indigenous 
communities.

Ms. Cowper-Fung hopes to 
offer testing every two weeks, 
with the next drive-thru scheduled 
for November 11.

“We were able to get to get 
this one pushed through, which 
is amazing,” Ms. Cowper-Fung 
said.

“And I’m hopeful we’ll be 
able to do this every two weeks. 
Because that’s how often these 
poor folks that want to visit their 
loved ones have to be tested. And 
so far, we have not had a pharmacy 
that has had the capacity to be 
able to do this work.”

“But it depends on where it 
fits into the regional planning for 
hotspots and how many tests are 
being done in what areas,” she 
added.

Maureen McDermott, who 
started an online petition on 
change.org demanding more 
local testing – which collected 
more than 300 signatures — is 
relieved that GNPLC is now 
able to provide local COVID-19 
testing, possibly on an on-going 
basis.

“I wish it had happened sooner, 
but I’m relieved it’s happening 
now,” said Ms. McDermott, who 
is an essential caregiver for her 

93-year-old mother at River Glen 
Haven.

“I would feel better if it was 
confirmed for every two weeks. 
Because this isn’t going away, 
and as an essential care giver, I 
have to go for testing every two 
weeks.”

While GNPLC is funded by 
the ministry of health, the testing 
is not covered under its primary 
care mandate, according to Ms. 
Cowper Fung.

“This is additional work that 
we aren’t funded for, or have the 
time for, but we’re doing it,” she 
said.

“I think this is very important 
for the community, and my staff 
are there with me on this. We’re 
doing this to help out folks, 
particularly those who are visiting 

GNPLC DRIVE -THRU COVID TESTING, JULY 29
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selection of food, treats and supplies

905-722-7600 
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Faced with a 28-day lockdown, 
which the province may extend, 
restaurant, movie theatre and gym 
owners in Georgina are frustrated 
and angry.

After all, they did all the right 
things to ensure a safe reopening, 
adopting COVID-19 protocols 
and stepping-up cleaning and 
sanitization. 

According to Public Health, 
there are currently just four 
active cases in Georgina. And 
not one infection resulted from 
an outbreak in a local restaurant, 
movie theatre or gym. 

In fact, Georgina’s current 
positivity rating — the percentage 
of COVID-19 tests that produce a 
positive result — is 0.48, while 
the rest of York Region is 4.5. 

Editorial: Is the cure worse 
than the disease?

Residents of Georgina, 
including small business owners, 
have successfully flattened the 
curve.

Deciding which municipality 
should move to Stage 2, modified 
or not, should be determined 
based on transmission data, 
rather than imposing a blanket 
restriction. 

As York’s northernmost 
municipality, with many mostly 
rural areas and low-density, 
Georgina should not be lumped 
in with Vaughan, Markham and 
Richmond Hill. 

The Post recently asked Mayor 
Margaret Quirk if Georgina, due 
to its low active cases, could be 
exempted from Stage 2.

According to Mayor Quirk, 

LAKE SIMCOE ARMS PREPARES FOR STAGE 2

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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TENNYSON TIDBITS 

Congratulations to MTO em-
ployee Samantha Sarasin 
(Osborne) who will be heading 
to Columbus, Ohio in August 
for the North American In-
spectors' Championship 
(NAIC) representing Ontario. 
Samantha competed this 
month at the Provincial In-
spectors’ Competition and 
finished first earning her a spot 
at the North American compe-
tition. Samantha will be the 
second female officer in On-
tario's 25 year history heading 
to NAIC with the last one oc-
curring 17 years ago. Good 
luck, Sam!  

As of Friday, July 20, Geor-
gina’s ban on all outdoor and 
open burning fires has been 
lifted. Also, as per a Town by-
law, the use of municipal wa-
ter for watering lawns or gar-
dens, washing vehicles or fill-
ing swimming pools is only 
permitted between the hours of 
6:00 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. between May 15 
and September 30 of each 
year. An even numbered ad-
dress may use water out-
doors only on even numbered 
days of the month and an odd 
numbered address may use 
water outdoors only on odd 
numbered days.

There has been concern over 
the increasing number of cats 
that have gone missing and 
Shirley Jakonen in Pefferlaw 
believes coyotes may be re-
sponsible. She is urging cat 
owners to keep their pets in-
doors, especially in the early 
morning and evening.  
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HALLOWEEN CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

to a modified Stage 2 not allow 
their children go trick-or-treating, 
and instead find other ways to 
celebrate. 

“As Ontarians begin to prepare 
for Halloween this year, I’d 
like to remind everyone to take 
extra precautions to ensure you 
are keeping yourself and your 
families safe,” he said. 

While this announcement 
changed some parents’ minds, 
others are still determined to go 
out. 

“We are taking our kids trick-
or-treating. We do not want them 
to miss out on an important 
yearly experience,” said Keswick 
resident Allie McHenry. “My 
stepdaughter picked a cool 
costume that comes with a 
mask this year, and we will be 
distancing when we can. Most 
participating families have found 
cool new ways to hand out candy 
this year with limited contact.” 

Kat Cieszynska, also from 
Keswick, said her family is going 
out too.

“We have a plan to visit people 
in our bubble, family and our 
close neighbours. Then we will 
spend the night doing fun stuff 
with them instead of all-night 
trick-or-treating,” she said.

“York Region Public Health 
along with the Province have 
recommended that areas in the 
modified Stage 2 not have the 
traditional door-to-door trick or 
treating,” Mayor Margaret Quirk 
said in her Facebook post.

“But Halloween has not been 
cancelled,” she continued. “Public 
Health is asking that changes 
be made to how you celebrate. 
Choose what is comfortable for 
you and your family.” 

For many parents, that 
means following the province’s 
recommendation. 

Keswick resident Crystal 
Campbell has decided not to 
go out. She has a three-year-old 
son, and she wants to keep the 
Halloween spirit alive for him 
this year, even if she is not taking 

him door-to-door. “I’m inviting 
my nieces and nephew over for a 
daytime Halloween hunt, I’ll be 
hiding candy-like Easter eggs in 
the backyard,” she said. 

Megan Houston, a resident of 
Jackson’s Point, said they are not 
going out either.

“We’ve decided to stay home 
and do our own thing. We can 
make things fun at home. I’d 
rather give up Halloween to have 
Christmas,” she said. 

Ms. Houston said her kids are 
huge Halloween fans, so they 
will be dressing up, eating their 
favourite treats, ordering a pizza 
and watching a scary Scooby-
Doo movie. 

For those still going out 
on Halloween, Dr. Williams 
recommends walking with 
members of your household, 
trick-or-treating outside, wearing 
a face covering, not lingering at 
doorsteps, social distancing, and 
avoiding touching high-touch 
surfaces and washing your hands 
or using hand sanitizer frequently. 

For those handing out candy, 
he recommends wearing a face 
covering, washing your hand 
regularity, and not leaving treats 
in a bucket or bowl for children to 
grab from, but instead using tongs 
or other similar tools. 

Residents looking to have 
some distanced Halloween fun 
can visit the annual Hawkins 
Halloween Haunt for Hunger 
Food and Toy Drive at 9 Hawkins 
Street in Sutton from October 17 
to 31, between 7:00 to 9:30 p.m. 

Sutton resident Laurie Carriere 
has modified her and her family’s 
annual event to be a drive-by 
“fun-raiser” where you can 
see their, and some of their 
neighbours, spooky displays. 

Along the route are bins to 
place donations of non-perishable 
food items and toys. These 
donations help the Georgina Food 
Pantry, the Optimist Club, Santa’s 
Helpers and local Churches to 
assist those in need. 
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‘STOP SYSTEM -WIDE RESTAURANT CLOSURES’: RESTAURANTS CANADA

informal discussions with other 
levels of government regarding 
Georgina’s cases versus other 
larger municipalities have 
occurred. 

But, while politicians from 
Durham and Halton Region - 
concerned about the impact on 
small business - continue to voice 
their opposition to being moved 
to Stage 2, our Mayor is holding 
fast and prefers not to “second 
guess” health officials. 

“We may have a few cases 
today – but as we have seen 
before, that can change quickly,” 
said Mayor Quirk in an email to 
The Post. 

“Everyday people travel 
outside of our community to 
work, to go shopping and we 
can’t control that. We can’t 
second guess health officials, and 
we need to do our part to try and 
stop this virus that has gone on 
for too long.”

“Even if Georgina was not 
lumped in with the rest of YR 
– there would also be concerns 
that we would then be put in 
the position of becoming a 
‘destination’ – similar to what 
we saw happen in the GTA with 
some areas.”

While these may be valid 
concerns, we need to start 
thinking outside the box, as the 
concept of “pivoting” to survive 
the pandemic is a pipe dream for 
many small businesses. 

Restaurants Canada, an 
industry lobby group, says that 
without government support and 
a change in policy half of all local 
restaurants are at risk of closing 
in a year. 

Without indoor dining, most 
restaurants are no longer viable 
-- patio and take-out service are 
not enough to keep the wolf from 
the door; gyms cannot sustain 
themselves with Zoom fitness 
classes; our only movie theatre is 
closed again with no other source 
of revenue. 

If we are afraid of becoming a 
destination for GTA day-trippers, 
why can’t we limit patrons to 
locals only? 

If you want to make a 
reservation or see a movie, you 
should be required to show proof 
of residency. 

Public Health can also play an 
active role, with more inspections 
and enhanced enforcement, to 
ensure these businesses remain 
safe. 

While it may seem draconian, 
so is closing down whole 
sectors of our local economy, 
bankrupting scores of small 
business owners and laying-off 
hundreds of workers. 

With no vaccine in sight, we 
need to learn how to live with the 
virus, which means finding ways 
to keep small businesses open 
while keeping our residents safe. 

EDITORIAL CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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‘We’re devastated’: Gym owners 
cry foul over Stage 2 closure
By  MIKE ANDERSON

Small-gym owners in Georgina 
are upset they are being forced to 
close as York Region returns to a 
modified Stage 2 lockdown for 
28-days.

They also can’t understand 
why the province is allowing 
dance and martial arts studios to 
remain open while their gyms are 
targeted for closure, especially 
after implementing COVID-19 
protocols and enhanced safety 
measures, including limiting 
the number of clients in the 
gym, mandatory mask-wearing, 
when clients are not engaged in 
exercise, and regular cleaning 
and sanitization.

“We worked so hard to get 
ready and go above and beyond 
the protocols,” said Robin Smith, 
the owner of 24/7 NGR Fitness in 
Keswick, which was the subject 
of a random check conducted by 
public health after reopening on 
July 24.

“We passed with flying 
colours, and the inspector even 
said you guys are doing more 
than you need to do,” she said.

Ms. Smith, whose business is 
celebrating its 25th anniversary 
in 2020, also said her customers 
were doing their best to adhere to 
the strict protocols.

“Our clients were amazing. 
People were cleaning everything. 
Wearing their masks, unless 
they were engaged in physical 
activity, and just so respectful of 
everything,” she said.

“So to go backwards when 
we’ve done so well is quite 
disheartening.”

Lisa Leask, who owns 
Back2Basics Fitness and Health 
in Baldwin, is also upset about 
having to close again, especially 
after spending more than 
$100,000 renovating her new 
gym last September.

“We’re devastated,” said Ms. 
Leask, who had also implemented 
enhanced COVID-19 protocols, 
including handing out personal 
sanitization kits to clients.

“The first time we got shut 
down, it was supposed to be 
temporary, and it was five 
months.”

While Ms. Leask tried to 
survive by offering online Zoom 
classes and renting out fitness 
equipment, she said it was barely 
getting them by.

“By the time we opened again, 
we ended up with about a third 
of our members back. It felt like 
we were starting from scratch 
again.”

ROBIN SMITH
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LISA LEASK

Ms. Smith also said the first 
closure severely impacted her 
business, which lost more than 
70 per cent of its clientele.

“We hadn’t recovered by a 
long shot from the four months 
we were locked down. Now, 
this closure puts us down to zero 
revenue again.”

She estimates that once her 
gym is allowed to reopen again, 
it will take more than 18 months 
to recoup her losses.

“We’ve lost a lot of customers. 
So, I’m going to ask all my 
clients when they come back to 
bring their friends.”

Ms. Smith is also launching 
a new virtual gym, which she 
hopes will attract new clients, 
allowing them to do workouts 
at home. But she admits it’s an 
uphill battle.

“We’re losing people because 
they’re not comfortable coming 
back to the gym, or they’ve lost 
their jobs. And this isn’t where 
they can justify spending their 
money,” she said.

“Like any business owner, 
we’re always planning for the 
future, and the future is so 
unknown.”

Both gym owners believe 
Georgina should not be lumped 
together with the rest of York 
Region, as the Town has only 
four active cases and a positivity 
rating near zero, while the region 

has over 800 active cases and a 
positivity rating of 4.8.

“When you look at York 
Region, the southern part, 
Markham and Vaughan, is where 
the numbers are. So we should 
look at the southern part of York 
Region and the northern part 
separately,” Ms. Smith said.

“We already have the term N6 
for the six northern municipalities 
in York Region. So we know 
there already is a line. So why 
couldn’t we consider that line for 
this closure?”

“I understand that we need to 
be safe,” she added.

“But we are following the 
protocols, and our population 
density is so different. And 
the gyms in Georgina are all 
privately owned, and the owners 
are involved in the day to day 
operations, making sure that 
everything is being followed and 
is safe.”

While gyms in Georgina 
somehow managed to survive the 
first lockdown, it’s not clear they 
will be able to survive another.

“In northern York Region, we 
are being punished for what’s 
happening in Vaughan and 
Markham,” Ms. Leask said.

“We’ve got 28-days to get 
through; I hope it only remains 
28-days. And I can keep people 
motivated to keep our doors 
open. “
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TESTING CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

BETH COWPER-FUNG TESTS RESIDENT

at River Glen Haven and had such 
a rough time with COVID-19.”

Still, Ms. Cowper-Fung 
admits that the testing couldn’t 
go forward without the support 
of multiple agencies who have 
provided in-kind services, like 
York Region Paramedic Services, 
transporting test samples to 
the lab, and Central LHIN co-
ordinating phone bookings, 
providing administrative support, 
and posting test results.

The Town of Georgina is 
also providing the Sutton Arena 
parking lot free-of-charge, and 
promoting the testing event on its 
social media sites. 

But, while Ms. McDermott 
greatly appreciates the efforts 
of GNPLC, she wonders that 
without dedicated funding will 
local testing in Georgina be 
viable going forward.

“I’m shocked by that,” said 
Ms. McDermott. “I just assumed 

that it’s something that is wholly 
funded by the government 
because the government 
mandates it. “

“Certainly moving forward that 
doesn’t give me a warm, fuzzy 
feeling. If it’s being pulled out of 
their own private funding, how 
long can it go on for? It needs 
to be funded by the Ministry of 
Health, the Ministry of Long-
Term Care, the ministries that are 
demanding that I be tested every 
two weeks; they need to pony up 
and pay for it. “

Test results, according to 
Central LHIN, should be 
available within 48 hours.

The results will be posted 
online at https://covid-19.ontario.
ca and require an OHIP card 
number to access.

If residents do not have an 
OHIP card or cannot access a 
computer, the staff at the GNPLC 
will assist them. Ms. Cowper-

Fung acknowledges there was a 
hiccup last time when residents 
couldn’t access their test results 
over the August long-weekend, 
as the province was conducting 
maintenance on its website.

However, according to Central 
LHIN, enhancements to the 
“patient results viewer” have 
been made on the site and the 
issue has been addressed. 

The Fill a Purse for a Sister 
Campaign helps raise awareness 
of domestic violence and intimate 
partner violence, all while 
collecting a purse filled with 
necessities for women in shelters.

“Domestic violence is on 
the rise during Covid, because 
women are more isolated,” said 
founder Angel Freedman, who is 
kicking-off the campaign’s 6th 
annual drive, which runs until 
December 1.

Ms. Freedman, a resident of 
Stouffville, is a social worker and 
an advocate for women facing 
domestic violence. She said she 
got the idea for the campaign, 
which continues to grow each 
year, after receiving a Facebook 
link about a Texas woman running 
a purse donation campaign.

“It was 11:30 at night six years 
ago, and I said yes, this is a good 
thing, I think I’ll call it Fill a Purse 
for a Sister Campaign. So I made 

a Facebook page, and I collected 
1,500 purses in my living room,” 
she said.

The following year she collected 
3,000 purses, and the campaign 
continued to grow as more and 
more people heard about it. Last 
year 10,000 purses were collected 
across Canada. “Social media is a 
beautiful thing,” she said.

Geraldine Nerdjivanian, 
a resident of Baldwin, is the 
Community Lead for Georgina for 
the second year. As Community 
Lead, she is responsible for 
setting-up the drop-off locations, 
collecting the purses and storing 
them until December. She said 
she volunteered to become 
Community Lead after donating 
purses in previous years and 
wanting to do more.

“Georgina is such a fantastic 
and generous community. I knew 
that bringing the campaign here 
would bring awareness,” she said.

Purse campaign raises awareness of domestic violence
By MICHELLE POIRIER

Last year, Georgina residents 
surpassed her goal of 150 purses 
and ended up donating 185. This 
year, Ms. Nerdjivanian hopes to 
donate over 200 purses.

There are three drop-off 
locations in Georgina, one in 
Sutton at Sweet Pea Boutique, 
130 High St, and two in Keswick 
at Twig Gardens & Co, 10 The 
Queensway S, and Auntie M’s 
Closet, 482 The Queensway S #2.

COVID-19 guidelines are in 
place at all drop-off locations. 
When dropping a purse off, 
you should be wearing a mask, 
keeping a physical distance from 
others, and using hand sanitizer.

The drop off locations have a bin 
lined with a clear plastic bag; once 
the bag is full, they have to close 
the bag and put it away for at least 
72 hours. The purses collected 
in Georgina will be donated to 
Sandgate Women’s Shelter in 
Sutton and other women’s shelters 

and crisis centres in York Region.
Ms. Freedman said she called 
Yellow Brick House, a shelter in 
Richmond Hill, to make sure they 
would still accept purses during 
the pandemic, and they told her 
they were needed more than ever.

“A simple thing like a purse 
can make such a big impact on 
someone who escaped abuse and 
is left with nothing. It’s helping 
a sister in need and letting her 
know we have her back,” Ms. 
Nerdjivanian said.

If you would like to donate 
a gently used or new purse, 
include contents like shampoo, 
conditioner, a toothbrush, 
toothpaste, deodorant, a hairbrush, 
and feminine hygiene products. 
You can also add a coffee shop 
gift card, and, perhaps, a note 
to give hope. If you do not have 
a purse to donate, you can also 
send an e-transfer donation to 
angelfreedman@rogers.com.
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Local restaurants struggle  
after reverting to Stage 2

After reverting to Stage 
2, the Lake Simcoe Arms in 
Jackson’s Point is struggling, but 
management is determined to 
continue.  

“Once you close the doors 
it’s hard to reopen; once we 
shut down, we are defeated,” 
says Becky Massey, front house 
manager. 

So far, the restaurant keeps 
a full menu; the patio is now 
equipped with powerful heaters, 
and the patrons are encouraged to 
bring their own blankets. 

The sign outside invites you to 
a Parka Party – we Canadians are 
not afraid of the cold. 

“We can carry on because of 
loyal customers; I know that some 
feel lonely, and the restaurant is a 
second home for them. True to 
the name of the restaurant, we 
shall take up arms and fight to 
stay open,” Ms. Massey adds.  

Without much help from the 
government, small businesses 
must rely on their own 
resourcefulness, and on the 
community. 

Jane Farnham, a Sutton 
resident and a great supporter of 
local enterprises, came for lunch 
at the Lake Simcoe Arms. She 
says that banning indoor dining 
seems too harsh, especially since 
restaurants are adhering to strict 
measures. 

Charlie Young, general 

manager of the Mansion House, 
says that he hangs in because the 
community keeps him motivated. 

It’s easier to close than to keep 
open – he declares – but I don’t 
want to let my loyal customers 
down. 

“Recently, when it was warm 
and sunny, many patrons texted 
me, and I was forced to open the 
patio.” 

“It shows that we are like one 
big family, supporting each other 
in hard times. People want to get 
out of the house, to keep sane.” 

For now, however, the patio 
is closed, and the restaurant 
offers take-outs only, as Mr. 
Young tries to minimize loses. 
For him installing and running 
heaters would be too expensive. 
He was also forced to lay off 10 
employees, and to simplify the 
menu. He admits that financially 
he is not getting by very well. 
Bills keep coming, but cash flow 
is short.

He feels that the government 
did not do enough to save small 
hospitality businesses. He took 
out a loan but is worried he may 
not be able to repay it, because 
it will take years to rebuild his 
business. He thinks that the 
decision to close all indoor 
dining in York Region was 
not well thought through.  He 
asks, why shut down the entire 
region, which is so diverse? 

By STEEVE CHWOJKO

VEE AND ALAN PALENCHUK
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CHARLIE YOUNG

why not rather shut down by 
municipality? 

It seems that the majority of 
outbreaks happened at night 
clubs, places which sell a lot 
of alcohol. Perhaps family 
restaurants would be able to keep 
going if selling alcohol were 
banned. 

“My restaurant is licensed but 
I don’t need to sell alcohol to stay 
afloat,” he says.  

The owner of the Corner House 
Bistro, Vee Palenchuk, takes yet 
a different approach. Because 
there is no place for a patio at the 
restaurant, after consulting with 
staff, she decided to close for two 
weeks, and after that focus on 
take-outs and meat boxes. 

She admits that it is not really 
profitable but she is determined 
to stay in touch with the 
community. 

“I don’t think it was fair to 
ban indoor dining in Georgina, 
because we have had so few 
active cases, and we all stick to 
the correct protocols,” she says. 

“Now we’re being punished! 
Perhaps if they pass a law that 
when someone from outside 
Georgina wants to dine here, I 
can legally say ‘no’ without any 
repercussions.” 

She says she took advantage 
of all available grants and loans, 
including wage subsidies, but 
is still not financially safe. 
Additional programs, she says, 
would be very helpful, maybe 
from local or even regional 
government; they should be 
more active in supporting small 
businesses in this crisis.

“We have a great community 
and I really hope that our 
restaurants can survive,” she 
says. 

“It’s going to be really sad if 
there’s a lot of closure, because 
most of the restaurants in town 
are not chains, but are ‘mom 
and pop’ businesses. It’s not 
just shutting the door. When 
this happens the entire family 
is devastated. And there are 

mortgages to pay. There’s a lot of 
loss that can happen, not just the 
loss of the business. It’s the loss 
of so much more.”   

Elaine Coates, the owner 
of Black River Coffee, saw 
the second wave coming, and 
secured heaters and a tent for her 
patio. 

She jokes that Canadians are 
used to cold weather, and she 
expects patrons still to come - of 
course, dressed for the occasion. 

But she is realistic about the 
challenges she, and other small 
businesses, are facing. 

“If we are allowed to reopen 
at the end of November, my 
business will survive, mainly 
because of the generosity and the 
spirit of the community. But if it 
goes beyond that, I really don’t 
know yet what I will do. I want 
to remain optimistic.”

There are over 80 restaurants in 
Georgina, small, mainly family-
owned. Each one is dealing with 
the restrictions differently, and all 
are concerned that they may be 
on the brink of closing for good. 
Of course, big chain restaurants 
will survive because they have 
more resources. 

But small places, beloved by 
the locals, such as the Mansion 
House which has been operating 
since 1857, might disappear 
forever.  
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A Closer Look, the community 
development initiative, hosted an 
Information Sharing Workshop in 
March and from that has created 
information cards for Georgina 
residents which list the contact 
information for different service 
providers. 

They used the information 
gathered to create the information 
cards to combat the issue they 
discovered in their December 
2019 report, that a major issue for 
low-income residents in Georgina 
was the lack of knowledge of 
available services. 

The report, which was funded 
by United Way Greater Toronto, 
was led by Jericho Youth Services, 
Georgina Community Food 
Pantry and Routes Connecting 
Communities.

“The cards will help residents 
navigate the network of human 
services quickly and easily,” 
Danielle Koren, Executive 
Director of Routes Connecting 
Communities, said in an email. 

“The community assessment 
concluded that service users in 
Georgina lack knowledge about 
existing services. This is partly 
due to the fact that many of the 
groups operating in Georgina 
are operating as satellite 
locations for organizations that 
are headquartered outside of 
Georgina and therefore residents 
do not always know what services 
are available to them.” 

They created nine different 
information cards in total, 
including for mental health and 
addiction, transportation, health, 

legal and financial support, 
employment and education, 
housing and homelessness, 
disability, child and youth, and 
food security.

“They are great and easy to use 
resources for anyone in Georgina 
looking for available services,” 
she said.

The cards will be updated 
yearly in order to keep the 
information up to date for 
residents who need it.

There will be cards located 
at different service providers 
around Georgina, such as Routes 
Connecting Communities, 
Vaughan Health Centre and 
the Georgina Food Pantry, but 
any organization can reach 
out to order cards by emailing 
geraldine@acloserlookgeorgina.
ca or downloading the cards at 
www.acloserlookgeorgina.ca/
infocards. 
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Community initiative creates 
info cards listing vital services
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