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York Regional Police charge 23 in local fentanyl bust
By MIKE ANDERSON

York Regional Police have charged 23
people with drug trafficking and other
criminal offences for distributing fentanyl in
Georgina.
The arrests follow a public warning about
the dangers of fentanyl use issued by YRP
in October, after police responded to 14
overdose calls between July 1 and September
18, which resulted in two deaths.
Project Homecoming involved six full-time
investigators from the #3 District Criminal
Investigations Bureau, based in Sutton.
Between October 1 and November 4, police
executed five search warrants and seized 77
grams of fentanyl, along with other drugs,
including cocaine, crystal methamphetamine,
hydromorphone pills and cannabis.
“We definitely made an impact,” said
Detective Darren Burd, the project’s lead
investigator.
“When we executed search warrants, we
got a lot of feedback. They knew we were
targeting people selling fentanyl.”
According to Det. Burd, the project did
not take down a single drug ring but focused
on various groups and individuals in the
community who were distributing fentanyl
and other opioids. “We targeted them for a
month and executed as many search warrants
as possible and arrested as many involved

REMEMBRANCE DAY PARADE 2019

Remembrance Day parade cancelled
By MICHELLE POIRIER

While its annual Remembrance Day parade
may be cancelled this year, the Sutton Legion
is still urging residents to remember veterans
and active-duty soldiers on November 11 at
11 a.m..

“The important thing is to remember
those veterans who gave their lives. And to
remember those who came back for what they
sacrificed, and their families for what they
sacrificed,” said Stephen Wiebe, President

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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WHILE YOU TAKE TIME TO REMEMBER...
What truly counts in your life, consider calling us
to see this BRAND NEW home being built in a
quiet lakeside community with Lake Simcoe
access. QUALITY CUSTOM Built BUNGALOW by
a reputable builder supplying New Homes Warranty.
Still time to pick colours. Remember CALL US today.

Sandy Young

Sales Representative

Office: (905) 722-3211 & (905) 476-4337
sandyyoung.ca
buygeorginahomes.com

Toll Free: (877) 356-7033

sellwithsandy@gmail.com
laura.rackham@gmail.com

Laura Rackham
Sales Representative
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around it,” said Det. Burd, who
added that the confidential tips
obtained through Crime Stoppers
were instrumental in getting
judicial approval for search
warrants.
According to a YRP media
release, fentanyl is 100 times
more potent than morphine. If
mistaken for another less-potent
opioid like morphine, heroin or
oxycodone, overdoses can easily
occur.
Two milligrams of pure
fentanyl (the size of about four
grains of salt) is enough to kill the
average adult. If combined with
alcohol and other drugs, including
prescription medications, the risk
of a fatal outcome increases.
Depending on how it’s
administered, the user may not
notice the difference until it’s too
late.
A fentanyl overdose can
be treated with the antidote
naloxone, which is available freeof-charge at most pharmacies.
However, according to police,
immediate medical attention is
still required.
Det. Burd said the while
stepped-up enforcement disrupts
fentanyl trafficking; the opioid
crisis is a health issue that isn’t
going away.
“It’s a health concern number
one. We need to continue to stay
on it. With every person we deal
with in an arrest, we talk to them
about counselling and addiction
services. Because we understand
it’s a horrible addiction,” he said.
“We know that it’s going to be a
continual problem, but whatever
we can do to limit it within the

WHITE FENTANYL

community and prevent new
people from trying it, that’s our
biggest goal.”
Det. Burd sees education as a
big part of the solution.
“Education is paramount. We
need to educate the people that
haven’t used it that it’s not worth
trying. We also need to educate
the people that are addicted to it,
that there are services out there
can help them come off it.”
For more information on how
agencies across York Region are
working together to reduce opioid
harms, read the Opioid Action
Plan at www.york.ca.
Anyone with information
on opioid trafficking should
contact the York Regional
Police #3 District Criminal
Investigations Bureau at 1-866876-5423, ext.7341, or call Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-222-tips, or
leave an anonymous tip online
at www.1800222tips.com.
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Orange, but for how long?
Ontario’s new tiered approach
to Covid restrictions is welcome
news for local restaurant, bar and
gym owners, who were forced to
close when the province moved
York Region back to a modified
Stage 2 on October 19.
York Region has reopened as
“Orange-Restrict,” which means
indoor dining is allowed with
a max capacity of 50 people.
However, only four people can
be seated together. Restaurants
and bars must also close by 10
p.m. and cannot serve alcohol
after 9 p.m. Restrictions for gyms
include a capacity of 50 patrons,
who can only stay a max of one
hour.
Each colour-code is based on
data from different health units,
with reassessments occurring
every 28 days. For instance,
the test positivity rating - the
percentage of tests that are
positive - for the Orange-Restrict
level must be between 2.5 and
9.9 per cent.
York Region has a current test
positivity rating of 5 per cent so there is some breathing room
before the region is bumped up
to the next level, Red-Control,
which would bring back modified
Stage 2 restrictions.
However, it is possible that a
sudden spike in cases, like we see
in Peel Region, could push the
region, and Georgina along with
it, into the Red zone. This would
be unfortunate, as Georgina’s test

positivity rate is just one per cent,
with only eight active cases. And,
according to public health, our local
restaurants, bars and gyms have not
experienced any outbreaks.
Mayor Margaret Quirk recently
asked Dr. Karim Kurji, the region’s
medical officer of health, whether
a more surgical approach could be
taken with smaller municipalities,
carving them off from the rest of the
region.
Dr. Kurji does not support
this option. “Carving up the
region is going to pose enormous
challenges for us because it would
mean different communications
strategies, different enforcement
strategies, different rules,” he said.
However,
as
Georgina’s
active cases continue to remain
substantially lower than other larger
municipalities, like Markham and
Vaughan, the argument for a more
surgical approach remains.

INDOOR DINING RETURNS

Speak to our knowledgeable and
certified staff about our extensive
selection of food, treats and supplies
TWO GREAT LOCATIONS SERVING ALL OF GEORGINA
905-722-7600
905-989-2503
20887 Dalton Road
24018 Woodbine Avenue
Sutton
Keswick
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TENNYSON TIDBITS
As of Friday, July 20, Georgina’s ban on all outdoor and
open burning fires has been
lifted. Also, as per a Town bylaw, the use of municipal water for watering lawns or gardens, washing vehicles or filling swimming pools is only
permitted between the hours of
6:00 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
to 10 p.m. between May 15

Congratulations to MTO emand September 30 of each
ployee Samantha Sarasin
year. An even numbered ad(Osborne) who will be heading dress may use water outto Columbus, Ohio in August doors only on even numbered
for the North American Indays of the month and an odd
spectors' Championship
numbered address may use
(NAIC) representing Ontario. water outdoors only on odd
Samantha competed this
numbered days.
month at the Provincial Inspectors’ Competition and
There has been concern over
finished first earning her a spot the increasing number of cats
at the North American compe- that have gone missing and
tition. Samantha will be the
Shirley Jakonen in Pefferlaw
second female officer in Onbelieves coyotes may be retario's 25 year history heading sponsible. She is urging cat
to NAIC with the last one oc- owners to keep their pets incurring 17 years ago. Good
doors, especially in the early
luck, Sam!
morning and evening.

Over 15 Years Experience








DRAFT BUDGET

Town projects 1.45 % tax hike
in 2021 - lowest in 10 years
By KAREN WOLFE

If it weren’t for the pandemic, spending of $14.3 million for a
the 2021 projected municipal tax new $27 million Civic Centre.
increase of 1.45 per cent could That project has been shelved for
be considered a tasty morsel in the time being with a new “to be
a pre-election budget. But due determined” timeline.
to the impact of Covid 19, staff
The other project to get pushed
have carefully crafted a draft back and scaled down, is the
budget that shows uncommon rehabilitation of West Park.
restraint in their list of wants Originally approved as a $10
279
plus an uneasy picture of trying million project, the 2021 draft
to complete $26.4 million worth budget allocates $500,000 for
of capital projects that were work in 2021 and an additional
approved in previous budgets but $800,000 in 2022. The complete
not finished. That work, on top rebuild has been moved to 2029.
of another $8.3 million in new
But it all still means an increase
capital projects for 2021 plus the in property taxes and according
pre-approved MURC spending, to one resident, now is not the
leaves a monumental workload time 
to ask for more money.

for next year.
“There
should be a zero

Despite the fact that the draft tax
increase,” said Gerry

budget predicts the pandemic Bones, a Keswick

resident and
will be with us well into next member
of the Georgina Fair

summer, staff are also estimating Tax Association.
“There is no

that user fees, leases and rentals 
reference to the fact that given
will continue to bring in pre- the current

state of the economy,

pandemic revenues of $3 million residents
and businesses will have

plus.
reduced disposable
incomes.”

Some of the new work in 2021

He said an overview of the

includes $2 million for road process
seems to indicate that

maintenance and rehabilitation, little
if nothing
was done to

$850,000 to replace a tanker for 
trim expenses on budget items.
the fire department, $500,000 
“I refuse to believe that every
for the rehabilitation of West
department could not trim a
Park and $760,000 to update 
couple of percentage points from

information technology at the their budget.”
Civic Centre. The Town will also 
The draft budget negotiations
spend $1 million for a building
by
council will be held in a

condition assessment program.
virtual
setting on December 1


Obvious by its absence in and 2. The document
is on-line at
the $78 million draft budget georgina.ca 
document is the pre-approved
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Keswick Staples donates to buy
school supplies for kids in need
By MIKE ANDERSON

As the pandemic makes
fundraising challenging for many
local service groups, some are
turning to corporate partnerships
to help them assist those in need.
Keswick Staples presented
Jericho Youth Services with
a $1,025 gift card on October
29, which will help purchase
educational books and school
supplies for more than 200
children – aged six to 13 – who
participate in its after school
programs.
The funds were collected from
Staples’ customers, who were
prompted at the cash to donate
to the Kiwanis/Staples Start to
Smart – Back to School Program,
which began in September and
wrapped up last month.
“Parents are having a very

difficult time with their children,
with some of them half in and
half out of school. It’s a really
expensive time of year when kids
are going back to school. So here
at Staples, we thought we could
help out. And, this is our way
of doing that,” said Chris Bell,
general manager of the Keswick
Staples.
Mr. Bell credits the generous
customer donations to a recent
uptick in business that Staples
has seen during the pandemic, as
more people work from home.
“People are spending more
this year. And that’s a big key. I
have a range of steady customers
that come in here. I see them
two or three times a week, and I
appreciate them coming in, and I
service them to death,” said Mr.

MICHAEL YOUNG, CHRIS BELL & SUSAN GORMAN

Bell, who’s happy the funds are
going to a local service group
rather than into a larger corporate
fund.
The Kiwanis/Staples Start to
Smart – Back to School Program,
run by the Kiwanis Foundation of
Canada, partners local Kiwanis
clubs with Staples stores.
“Staples has traditionally
done things where they’ve

taken excess product and maybe
gathered some funds and given
them to the local charities, but
they told us their store managers
aren’t really in the business of
knowing who to talk to in all
the communities,” said Michael
Young, the program’s coordinator
for Eastern Canada.
“Not
every
community
has such a well-connected


relationship as Chris Bell and

Jericho Youth Services in this
case. So I think for Keswick, it
couldn’t be a better deal.”
Mr. Young is hopeful that this
fundraising model can help local
service groups geared to children
raise much-needed funds for
their programs.
According to the foundation’s
website, previous prompted
donation campaigns run by
Staples have raised as much as
$500,000.
“Now there’s 111 Staple stores,
and there are about 77 Kiwanis
Clubs in Ontario. And if we can
convert that to 50 to 75 per cent
of the stores talking to these
clubs, think of the relationships
we can build,” he said.
“I love this strategy because
now the people who are actually
in the business of talking to the
people who need funding have a
relationship with an organization
that can help drive funds.”



With the pandemic severely
handicapping her efforts to
fundraise,
Susan
Gorman,
Jericho’s executive director, said
she’s glad to have support from
retailers like Staples.
“While we have funders, like
the United Way, York Region,
and the Town of Georgina, a lot of
our operating and programming
budget comes from fundraising.
And, of course, that has not
happened this year. So, there’s
been a huge loss. So, this will be
very helpful.”
“We deal with a lot of families
who are struggling financially.
But it’s hard to keep asking. And
there are so many other not-forprofits and small organizations
who keep asking the same
people, and it’s not a neverending pot, as we know. So to
make the fundraising network
extend outside of Georgina is
very beneficial.”
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JENNIFER ANDERSON AND ROB GROSSI 2019

Georgina Cares cancels live
TV auction on Rogers tv
By MICHELLE POIRIER

Georgina Cares was preparing
for their 25th annual live TV
auction, but due to COVID-19,
the charity has decided to cancel
the popular fundraiser.
Instead of the auction,
Georgina Cares will still tape a
program for Rogers tv, channel
10, to be aired on Sunday,
November 29, at 1 p.m., 5 p.m.
and 9 p.m. to explain what their
role is in the community.
“We did not want to put
anybody in a situation where it
would compromise their health
by running the auction this
year,” Rob Grossi, President of
Georgina Cares, said.
“We thought what we would
do is cancel the auction, but
still go on TV for an hour or

so. And what we’re going to
do is essentially a program that
explains what we do.”
He said, though they rely on
the generosity of the people in the
community through the auction,
the logistics of doing a live TV
auction during COVID-19,
and the fact that many of the
companies which would usually
donate are struggling during this
time, they decided it was best to
wait until next year.
During the program, they will
encourage people in town to
donate to Georgina Cares and
other charities, like the Georgina
Food Pantry and the Salvation
Army Kettle Campaign, over the
winter holidays.
Mr. Grossi said Georgina
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Cares’ motto is “help kids be
kids.” He said they do this by
helping families who may have
come into financial hardships by
covering costs for extracurricular
activities for kids under the age
of 15.
They also have the Compassion
Fund, which helps families going
through something like an illness,
a house fire, or other extenuating
circumstances to help eliminate
financial stress.
Mr. Grossi said most of the
work they do is behind the
scenes. He said one of the random
acts of kindness that Georgina
Cares did this year was giving
approximately $2,500 in $25 gift
cards from Food Basics, Fresh
Co, and No Frills for the cashiers
and managers to hand out to
those they know who may need
some extra help paying for their
groceries. They have also helped
with donations to The Georgina
Pop-Up Breakfast Club and the
Georgia Food Pantry.
They have also helped parents

pay for music lessons for their
children at Connor’s Music,
where Connor’s would subsidize
part of the cost, and Georgina
Cares would pay the balance.
“We still have some resources,
we have done some good financial
planning over the years, and we
have got some good partnerships,
so we can still help people. This
will put a dent in our resources,
not having the auction, but we
know that people will continue to
support us,” Mr. Grossi said.
Georgina Cares was recently
the recipient of proceeds from
the Smile Cookie Campaign,
run by Tim Horton’s, and they
received $17,733.10.
“We will be back, hopefully,
next year, bigger and better than
ever,” he said. If you would like
to donate to Georgina Cares, visit
georginacares.ca/donate.
If you need financial help or
know of someone who does,
you can visit the Georgina Cares
website for further information
on how to apply.








VOLUNTEERS AT THE LIVE AUCTION, 2019
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of the Sutton Royal Canadian
Legion Branch. “Freedom is
never free. It comes with a cost.”
Not only is the parade cancelled
due to COVID-19, but the Legion
is also limiting the service at the
Keswick and Sutton Cenotaphs
to 25 people each to ensure the
health and safety of their members
and the community. The services
start at 10:30 a.m., and the Legion
asks that the public do not attend.
“Wreaths for the services will
be placed before the services.
There will be no public speaking,
just a brief ceremony where the
National Anthem, Last Post and
Reveille will be played along
with the Royal Anthem,” a
release reads.
With the parades cancellation,
residents have made their own
plans to remember veterans
safely.
“We have gotten resources
from Veteran Affairs; we are
reading and learning. My kids and
I are writing postcards to those in
service. We plan to decorate our
home and windows with poppies,
visit the cenotaph the day before
and then do our own moment
of silence and remembering at
home,” Sutton resident Heather
Hodgins said on Facebook.
Others are sharing stories of
family members who have fought
for our country.
“My grandson and I will
be talking about my Dad and
Granddad, both sides of his
family, and remembering why we
have our freedom,” said Cheryl
Woodyatt, a resident of Sutton.
“I’ll be spending it at my
brother’s gravesite. He was killed
in Afghanistan in 2010 while
serving our beloved country,”
Jennine M. Collier, sister of
Sapper Brian Collier, said on
Facebook.
One resident, Heather St.
Amant-Salvati, is passing down
stories of her grandfather, a World
War II veteran, to her daughter.
“We start remembering on
November 1. We have our

remembrance masks and post
pictures of our grandparents’
on social media that fought in
the war. On November 11, we
will remember our fallen ones
by talking about memories and
displaying a sign in our window,”
she said.
Ms.
St.
Amant-Salvati’s
grandfather, Henry St. Amant,
enlisted at the age of 21 and
served in Canada, the U.K.,
France, Belgium, Holland and
Italy, where he was wounded,
but recovered enough to work
odd jobs and became a truck
driver moving artillery and other
soldiers. He was discharged after
the war, returned to his work
at the coal dockyard in Britt,
Ontario, and later became a truck
driver for Gulf Oil. He passed
away in 2013 at the age of 95.
This year, poppies will still
be available for a donation, but
you will not see many Legion
members out.
“There is no tagging this year,
we will have two taggers in
Walmart two days this week, and
that’s the extent of it, the rest is
just poppy boxes in the stores,”
Pat Gooderham, the Legion’s
Poppy Chair, said.
If you would like to donate to
the Poppy Fund, you can send a
cheque made out to Sutton Legion
Branch 356 to 21 East Street, Box
521, Sutton West On., L0E 1R0.
Please include “For Poppy Fund”
in the note section.
If you are looking for ways to
commemorate the day, there are a
few things you can do with your
family around Georgina.
On November 11, from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m., the Georgina Military
Museum will be accessible to
Georgina residents to pay their
respects. Sid Giddings, President
of the museum, said that
COVID-19 precautions would be
in place, and only one family will
be allowed in a building at a time.
Laurie Carriere, a resident of
Sutton, encourages everyone to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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MADISON & MEGAN DONATE $750 TO LEGION’S POPPY FUND

Sisters knit poppies to raise
funds for local veterans
By MIKE ANDERSON

Two sisters from Keswick
have raised $750 for the Sutton
Legion’s Poppy Fund by knitting
400 poppies and selling them.
Madison, 15, and Megan
Foran, 12, sold the poppies for $3
each, with some people donating
more. They raised over $1500, of
which $750 was donated to the
Legion, and the balance to the
Stronach Regional Cancer Centre
in Newmarket.
“It was actually our stepmom’s
idea,” Madison said. “She was
like, ‘Oh, I found this old knitting
book upstairs in your room.’ And
she said, ‘I saw this really cute
flower design. And I was thinking,
you know, maybe you could do
a fundraiser for November, and
then we could donate half of it to
the Legion and then the other half
to the cancer centre.’”
“Both our parents are teachers,
so they sent out emails to their
schools, to all the other teachers
and principals and secretaries.
And our stepmom advertised on
social media. I was surprised how
quickly we sold out.”
“I’m proud that we’ve raised so
much money for the foundations
we’ve chosen,” added Meghan.
“They’re
amazing,”
said
stepmom Kate Pitkin. “We have
been working on this since the
end of February.”
“Our neighbour and our
closest friend were just recently
diagnosed with cancer at the

centre. So on top of supporting
the vets, who are so important to
us, we also felt that it was very
important to donate half of our
money there.”
Sutton
Legion
President
Stephen
Wiebe
and
Pat
Gooderman, Poppy Chair, were
on hand to accept the donation
from Madison and Megan.
“Well, this is just awesome,”
said Mr. Wiebe. “Aside from
helping local veterans, the biggest
thing that we try to do is engage
with youth.”
“Obviously the programs that
we’ve tried are working, because
I’m getting calls from teachers,
from students and these girls here,
who recognize the importance of
the poppy and the symbol of what
it means, which is just a great
thing for us. So, it means that
even the young are remembering,
which is what we want.”
Mr. Wiebe said that the girls’
donation will help local vets who
need assistance.
“Right now we’re in our poppy
campaign. The money that we
raise this time of year goes
directly to support veterans in our
community. So when a veteran
reaches out to us, we see what we
can do.”
According to Ms. Gooderman,
the Poppy Fund helps about six
local veterans a year with their
medical expenses and other bills.
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REMEMBRANCE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

place a poppy picture and light
in their windows to honour the
veterans.
“Let’s light up Georgina and
Canada in honour of our veterans
and show how bright our love
for them is. Please buy a poppy
and donate money in support
of the Royal Canadian Legion
veterans,” she said in a Facebook
post.
The Georgina Public Library
is running Postcards for Peace,
a program to commemorate
Remembrance Day. Postcards
and envelopes are available at all
three branches for you to write to
a veteran or active-duty soldier to

REMEMBRANCE DAY LAWN SIGN

share your thanks. The postcards
are available until November 18
and can be returned through the
book return slot and should be
addressed to Veterans Affairs
Canada.
At 11 a.m. on November 11
on Rogers tv, you can watch
the annual coverage of the York
Regional Police Remembrance
Ceremony from #3 District in
Sutton, which was recorded on
November 6. Rogers tv will be
replaying the coverage at 2 p.m.
and will air other Remembrance
Day programming throughout the
day.

