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Businesses face $5K a day fine for violating COVID-19 rules
By MIKE ANDERSON

York Region will charge businesses that fail
to stop or prevent the spread of COVID-19,
according to a media release issued on Nov.
22.
The Class Order was initiated by Dr.
Karim Kurji, York Region’s Medical Officer
of Health, and falls under Sec. 22 of the
Province of Ontario’s Health Protection and
Promotion Act.
Dr. Kurji said the order is “the next step
in a series of enhanced measures put in
place by York Region to limit the spread of
COVID-19.”
The order states that “failure to comply
with the Class Order is an offence for which
offenders may be liable, on conviction, to a
fine of up to $5,000 (for a person) or $25,000
(for a corporation) for every day or part of
each day on which the offence occurs or
continues.”
The measure follows a letter sent to the
Premier last week by York Region Chair
and CEO Wayne Emmerson and Dr. Kurji,
on behalf of York’s Mayors and Regional
Councillors, requesting that the region be
allowed to opt-out of a lockdown that was
later announced for Toronto and Peel Region.
The letter argued that the Red-Control
Zone restrictions, limiting five people indoors

SANTA CLAUS PARADE, 2019

Santa Claus Parade replaced by drive-thru
By MICHELLE POIRIER

The Santa Claus Parade will be replaced by
a drive-thru Parade of Lights this year.
Instead of sitting and watching the parade,
the parade and light display will stay static
while you drive through it.

Georgina’s drive-thru Parade of Lights,
hosted by the Town of Georgina and the
Georgina Kinsmen, will take place on
Saturday, December 5, between 4:30 p.m. and
8:30 p.m.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

MAKE THIS YOUR NEXT DESTINATION!
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PARADE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The static parade starts at
Civic Centre Road and Metro
and ends at Civic Centre Road
and Baseline Road with drivers
heading southbound. The route
goes through the Civic Centre
grounds and the ROC parkway.
All passengers must remain in
their vehicle to maintain social
distancing, and you cannot stop
the car during the show.
“Join us by travelling along the
ROC parkway in your vehicle
while experiencing a magical
holiday tribute with festive
lighting, community floats and
a visit from Santa Claus and his
reindeer in this reverse parade
format,” the Kinsmen said.
The Kinette Club of Sutton
will be collecting non-perishable
food items for the Georgina
Food Pantry. They will also be
collecting cash donations to help
the Food Pantry purchase fresh
produce. The Optimist Club of
Keswick will be collecting new,
unwrapped toys for their annual
toy drive.

PUBLISHER | EDITOR
Mike Anderson
mike@georginapost.com
ADVERTISING | SALES
Mike Anderson
416.859.6291
mike@georginapost.com
Georgina Post is operated by Anderson
Communications Ltd., and published
on the 10th and 24th of the month. The
contents of this publication are protected
by copyright. Georgina Post accepts no
responsibility for claims made for any
product or service reported or advertised.

11.24.2020 | GEORGINAPOST.COM

3n

Will ATK Care be held
accountable for COVID-19 deaths?
With the recent passage of
Bill 218, the Ford government
has made it significantly more
difficult for family members
whose loved ones died of Covid
in long-term care to get access to
justice.
According to the Ontario
Health Coalition (OHC), Bill 218
has raised the legal bar for family
members
seeking
damages
from LTC homes. Instead of
proving negligence, they must
demonstrate “gross negligence”
on the part of LTCH owners,
which, according to OHC, is a
“much steeper hill to climb.”
“It’s too late for the families;
their loved ones are gone. And
the only kind of closure they
could have, and the only kind
of accountability they can seek
now, is through litigation. To
see a piece of legislation that
indemnifies these homes crosses
every moral line in our society,”
said Natalie Mehra, Executive
Director of OHC. “There’s
been no penalties, no fines for
the homes. None of the home
operators have lost their licenses.
There’s been no criminal charges,
yet the homes’ behaviour, in
many cases, has been one of just
total disregard for the lives of the
residents in their care. “
We don’t have to look far to
see what impact this legislation
is going to have. With 36 deaths

reported at Sutton’s River Glen
Haven Nursing Home, during the
first wave of the pandemic, it was
one of the worst-hit LTC homes
— accounting for 16 per cent of
the 222 COVID-19 LTC home
deaths in York Region.
ATK Care, the home’s owner,
faces several lawsuits from
family members. They allege that
management did not physically
distance residents as the outbreak
spread from the second floor of
the home to the third floor. They
also allege that management
failed to adequately train staff
on the proper use of personal
protection equipment (PPE) and
did not communicate with family
members during the outbreak —
both conditions of ATK Care’s
license.
While Ontario’s Long-Term
Care COVID-19 Commission
has met with family members
and residents from hard-hit LTC
homes like Orchard Villa (70
deaths), there have been no faceto-face meetings with family
members or residents from River
Glen Haven.
There is a real possibility that
the tragedy that occurred at RGH
may be overlooked. Only civil
litigation initiated on behalf of
family members who lost loved
ones at RGH would be able to
shed light on what went so terribly
wrong. And that light, it appears,
may have been extinguished.

Speak to our knowledgeable and
certified staff about our extensive
selection of food, treats and supplies
TWO GREAT LOCATIONS SERVING ALL OF GEORGINA
905-722-7600
905-989-2503
20887 Dalton Road
24018 Woodbine Avenue
Sutton
Keswick

n4

5

11.24.2020 | GEORGINAPOST.COM

TENNYSON TIDBITS
As of Friday, July 20, Georgina’s ban on all outdoor and
open burning fires has been
lifted. Also, as per a Town bylaw, the use of municipal water for watering lawns or gardens, washing vehicles or filling swimming pools is only
permitted between the hours of
6:00 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
to 10 p.m. between May 15
Congratulations to MTO emand September 30 of each
ployee Samantha Sarasin
year. An even numbered ad(Osborne) who will be heading dress may use water outto Columbus, Ohio in August doors only on even numbered
for the North American Indays of the month and an odd
spectors' Championship
numbered address may use
(NAIC) representing Ontario. water outdoors only on odd
Samantha competed this
numbered days.
month at the Provincial Inspectors’ Competition and
There has been concern over
finished first earning her a spot the increasing number of cats
at the North American compe- that have gone missing and
tition. Samantha will be the
Shirley Jakonen in Pefferlaw
second female officer in Onbelieves coyotes may be retario's 25 year history heading sponsible. She is urging cat
to NAIC with the last one oc- owners to keep their pets incurring 17 years ago. Good
doors, especially in the early
luck, Sam!
morning and evening.

BUSINESS FINES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and 25 outdoors for public events
and social gatherings, should
be allowed to work before the
province moved the region into
lockdown. The Class Order will
come into effect at 12:01 a.m. on
Monday, Nov. 23.
It requires shopping malls to set
a maximum capacity for patrons
and monitor the capacity limit to
ensure physical distancing of 2
metres is maintained by patrons
and mall staff in common areas,
stores, washrooms, hallways and
entrances at all times.
All stores in the shopping
mall must also set a maximum
capacity limit and actively
monitor that capacity limit to
ensure physical distancing of 2
metres is maintained.
The shopping mall must also
actively manage all line-ups,
inside or outside the shopping
mall, or where patrons are
congregating,
maintaining
279
physical distancing.

Retail stores must also
“immediately set a maximum
capacity for patrons and actively
monitor the capacity limit to
ensure physical distancing of 2
metres is maintained by patrons
and mall staff in common areas,
stores, washrooms, hallways and
entrances at all times.”
Meeting and event spaces,
including banquet halls, hotel
conference rooms and special
event venues, also fall under the
Class Order.
“The operators of these
businesses must ensure all indoor
and outdoor gatherings for
religious services, ceremonies or
rites in weddings, funerals and
celebrations of life do not exceed
the number of persons that can
maintain a physical distance of
2 metres from each other,” the
order reads.
They also must “ensure that,
in no event, shall the gathering
exceed a maximum of 50
persons.”
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MAJOR COLEEN WINTER, CAROL & LESLIE HICKS

Xmas kettle campaign partners
with Zehrs and Walmart
By MICHELLE POIRIER

The Salvation Army kicked
off its annual Christmas Kettle
Campaign on November 14 at
Zehrs in Keswick, and it is hoping
to raise $48,000 this year.
The Salvation Army Georgina
Community Church partnered
with Zehrs and Walmart in
Keswick to host their Christmas
kettles this year. Many of the other
businesses that usually participate
are not due to COVID-19.
Major Colleen Winter, the
Salvation Army pastor in
Georgina, said at the kickoff
celebration that they were
thankful for their partners and
COVID-19 safety precautions
will be followed while collecting
donations.
“I want to say thank you to the
community here. This is a time
when we really need to offer
hope, and with COVID-19, we

realize there are a lot more people
hurting,” she said.
The $48,000 that they hope
to raise will all stay in the
community and will be used to
help those in need throughout the
year.
“That target is to help us
through the year with gift cards,
food, clothing, also networking
with other people, if we can’t do it

for them, we will get help through
other people for our community,”
she said.
Scot Davidson, MP for York
Simcoe, also attended the kickoff
event. He donated a red $50.00 bill
to add a little Christmas colour to
the kettle.
“There are a lot of people in
need this time of year, so this
is a time when we reach for the
best in ourselves and the best in
other people. And I want to thank
everyone for stepping up and
making contributions whenever
they can,” he said.
Leslie
Hicks,
Kettle
Coordinator, said the Georgina
Community Church is looking for
volunteers to stand at the kettle
locations for two-hour stints from
now until December 24. You can
contact Carol and Leslie Hicks, the
Kettle Coordinators, at (905) 9545154 to volunteer.

MP SCOT DAVIDSON
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FOOD PANTRY ACCEPTS DONATION FROM DAVE SZOLLOSY

Local food bank director retires
By MIKE ANDERSON

After nearly eight years of
running the Georgina Community
Food Pantry, Executive Director
Catherine Cook is retiring on
December 4.
Her successor is Cesar Caneo,
who brings over 25 years of
experience in the not-for-profit
sector. He was recently the
Director of Operations for the
Nourish and Develop Foundation
based in Cannington, Ontario.
Ms. Cook leaves big shoes
to fill. Since joining the
Pantry in April 2013, she has
worked tirelessly to improve
the nutritional value of food
provided to clients; introducing
the Healthy Food Policy,
which guides the Pantry’s
food purchasing practices, and
establishing the Nourishing
Possibilities Program, which
included a community garden
and kitchen – during her tenure,
the amount of fresh food in a
client’s hamper doubled, from 20
to 40 per cent.
Ms. Cook also expanded
the
Pantry’s
Community
Connections Desk, connecting
clients to over 16 different
organizations to help them with
finances, nutrition, housing and

addiction services.
Ms.
Cook
developed
cooperative partnerships with
other
not-for-profits,
like
CHATS and Routes Connecting
Communities, so volunteer
drivers could deliver food to
homebound seniors and clients
who lack access to transportation.
She also partnered with Routes
and Jericho Youth Services
to establish A Closer Look, a
unique community development
initiative funded by the United
Way of Greater Toronto, which
explores the needs of Georgina’s
low-income residents.
While directing the Pantry’s
day-to-day operations, Ms. Cook
led a fundraising committee
that raised more than $200,000
through unique events, including
Run for the Pantry, Pose for the
Pantry (Yoga sessions) and a
Halloween Pumpkin Party.
On November 12, Ms. Cook
accepted a donation of $2000
from the Retired Teachers of
Ontario (RTOERO – York
Region, District 34) presented
by Dave Szollosy, former Ward
3 Councillor and high-school
teacher.
While appreciative of the
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RTOERO’s generous donation,
the Pantry’s outgoing director
is calling on the community for
more support.
“During the pandemic, people
are not donating food nearly
as much as they used to. And
since they’re not donating food,
we really appreciate financial
donations. So, thank you very
much to the retired teachers for
coming through for us,” Ms.
Cook said.
“We’re getting to the point
now where we’re increasing the
amount of money that we spend
each week on food. And we
really don’t know what’s going to
happen in the next few months,
as more people will need our
help.
If we don’t get enough food
donations, enough financial
support, it’s going to be an
unknown for us. Hopefully,
we’ll be able to get through. The
community and Georgina are so

generous. So we’re really hoping
that everything will work out for
us.”
To donate to the Georgina
Community Food Pantry, visit
www.georginafoodpantry.com/
donate.

CATHERINE COOK
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MINISTER CATHERINE MCKENNA

Feds provide $16M to reduce
phosphorus in Lake Simcoe
By MIKE ANDERSON

York-Simcoe is not often the
recipient of federal largesse, but
that all changed earlier this month
when Infrastructure Minister
Catherine McKenna announced
$16 million in funding to help
build a new stormwater treatment
plant that will significantly
reduce phosphorus levels in Lake
Simcoe.
The minister made the
official announcement at a press
conference held at Willow Beach
Wharf in Georgina on November
12, with King-Vaughan MP Deb
Schulte,
Markham-Stouffville
MP Helena Jaczek, and York
Region Chair and CEO Wayne
Emmerson also making remarks.
“This project alone will
reduce phosphorus runoff into
Lake Simcoe by 40 per cent,
cutting algae growth in the lake’s
watershed, preserving fish habitat
and protecting a major source
of drinking water,” Minister
McKenna said.
“As I like to say, this is about
ensuring the water is safe to
swim, drink and fish.”
The state-of-the-art plant will
remove and treat six tonnes
of phosphorus annually from

agricultural runoff emanating
from farms around the Holland
Marsh, which is currently
discharged, mostly untreated, into
the Holland River, and eventually
into Lake Simcoe.
The $40 million project, a joint
partnership between the federal
government and York Region,
which is contributing $24 million,
will see a plant built on Bridge St.
in Bradford West Gwillimbury,
near the Holland River.
The federal government’s $16
million contribution was made
through the Disaster Mitigation
and Adaptation Fund (DMAF),
a $2 billion fund to help
communities build infrastructure
projects that protect them from
the threat of climate change.
According
to
Minister
McKenna, this project was
selected through a competition to
find the best projects across the
country.
“You’re seeing the impacts
of climate change here. You’re
seeing extreme weather, which
means you have massive runoff
and that just causes huge
problems. So having a new
treatment facility will make a real
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difference,” Minister Mckenna
said.
The
announcement
was
welcome news for the Lake
Simcoe Region Conservation
Authority (LSRCA), which has
been pushing for the project for
more than a decade.
“The
Holland
Marsh
is a significant source of
phosphorous,” said Mike Walters,
LSRCA’s CAO.
“Any option that can remove
that input into the lake is going
to show significant benefit.
We’re looking at the single
most important reduction in
phosphorus, within the watershed,
in the last 30 years. “
According to Mr. Walters,
the plant will not only remove
phosphorous; it will also recycle
nutrients found in the runoff,
providing local farmers with
fertilizer for their fields.
“The idea here is to actually
close the loop on phosphorus
with the Holland Marsh,” he said.
“Farmers are going to be able
to get some fertilizer back from
what they’re spreading, and it’s
going to be stopping the export
of that phosphorus into the river
system. “
Still, with phosphorus levels
continuing to exceed targets set

by the Lake Simcoe Protection
Plan (LSPP), some worry that the
plant, which will take four years
to be operational, maybe too little
too late to protect Lake Simcoe’s
fragile ecosystem.
York-Simcoe
MP
Scot
Davidson, for one, was hoping
to hear from Minister McKenna
that the Liberal government
would make good on its election
pledge to restore funding to
the Lake Simcoe Clean-Up
Fund. However, that was not
forthcoming.
“York-Simcoe doesn’t get
enough federal announcements.
We are federally underfunded,
and the numbers bear that out, but
we will take any funding we can
that goes to help the protection
of Lake Simcoe,” Mr. Davidson
said.
“But this is only one step in
a 20 step piece that’s needed.
That’s why we’re still calling
for the Lake Simcoe Clean-up
Fund to be reinstated. That was a
commitment made by the sitting
government. They made the
promise. They still haven’t done
it. There was nothing today that
I heard that was concrete, that
committed them to it.”

PHOTO OP IN WILLOW BEACH
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PAUL CONNORS

Music plays on even during a
pandemic
By STEEVE CHWOJKO

Over 15 Years Experience




“If music be the food of love, during these difficult times,” she
play on,” wrote Shakespeare said.
in his famous comedy Twelfth
Joe Agnello owns Georgina
Night. But what if you can’t Music on High Street in Sutton.
find anyone to play to during a Most music stores offer lessons,
pandemic?
but do you want to stand in front
Britt-Lynn Winch, a professional of a singer, or a trumpeter, who
harpist who plays for weddings, obviously cannot wear a mask
receptions, and galas, is just during the lesson?
one of many local musicians
“I’m not giving any lessons
who have been impacted by now,” he said.
COVID-19 restrictions.
“My students were adults,
“By February 2020, I was many of them seniors; I don’t
booked to play all through the want to take a chance, and online

summer. There were showers, lessons
wouldn’t work for them.

weddings, all kinds of events. The shop
is still open, some

They were all cancelled,” said people
come in once in a while

Ms. Winch, shaking her head.
to buy
strings, but revenue is
“I had just two weddings this down
80 per cent compared to
year. The rest were postponed to last year.” 
2021 and 2022. I am lucky that I 
Mr. 
Agnello stocked up on
have another job that can pay my inventory
in March, but now it is

expenses.”

just
sitting in the shop.

Of course, there is no backup
“Subsidies
help,” he said.

job for many performing artists “But If
I sell a guitar, I’m going
to maintain them through the to

lose the subsidy. I have to put
pandemic. And often, they find out my own  money to pay the
themselves out of work with little 
bills. The pandemic will go away

government support.
sometime, I hope, and then?

Ms. Winch considers herself 
Well, we’ll see what happens.”
one of the lucky ones. She has
Paul 
Connors runs Connors
a day job, and she’s managed to 
Music in Keswick. For the past
keep playing, albeit “virtually.” 
eight months, he has managed
“During the pandemic, I have 
to stay one step ahead of the

performed live on Facebook pandemic. 

to help raise funds for various
“When everything
locked
Ontario charities. It gives me joy down just at the beginning of
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the March school break, we had
a one-week window where we
had no students. We had time
to convert our entire lesson
programme to online teaching,”
he said.
Often that required him to
think outside the box. While a
lot of vocal pieces need a piano
accompaniment; his solution was
to record the piano, email it to
the student, then watch on Skype
or Zoom while the student plays
back the recording and sings
along.
“The ultimate test will be
in December,” he said. “We
are doing a virtual Christmas
concert, streamed online. Each
student will play to an audience
of a camera and a microphone,
while everyone else watches
from their own home.”
And sales? Has that been
affected?
The
answer
is
unexpected.
“Many people have decided
to use this ‘quiet’ time to take on
something new, and we’ve seen a
lot of sales of instruments. Also,
technology has responded to the
growing need for live-stream
performance, so there have been
increased sales of computer

BRITT-LYNN WINCH

interfaces, microphones, and so
on,” he said.
What about the future? Will
face-to-face become the norm
again? Once more, Connors
Music is one step ahead of the
game.
“We have been able to install
windows between the lesson
rooms. The student will go into
one room while the teacher is
next door with the window open
a crack to talk. Until it is safe,
we’ll keep a six-foot distance for
the lessons.”
The bottom line is, it doesn’t
matter whether music is the food
of love or not – just play on!

JOE AGNELLO
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Covid delays local dental clinic
for low-income seniors
By MICHELLE POIRIER

The pandemic has delayed the
opening of a local dental clinic
geared to low-income seniors
until the fall of 2021.
The Ontario Seniors Dental
Care Program (OSDCP) clinic is
located at The Link in Sutton and
will provide free routine dental
services for low-income seniors.
OSDCP is available to all
seniors who meet the eligibility
criteria for the provincially
funded program, said Rina
Lamba, Acting Director of
the Child and Family Health
Division for York Region Public
Health.
The program covers Ontario
residents aged 65 years or older
with an annual net income of
$19,300 or less for a single
senior, or a combined income of

$32,300 or less for a couple, and
who have no other form of dental
benefits.
The coverage includes checkups, repairing broken teeth and
cavities, x-rays, oral surgery,
anesthesia, treating infection and
pain, treating gum conditions and
diseases, and partial coverage for
dentures.
While Covid has put a hold
on the program, as the OSDCP
clinics are not operating in the
region, York is triaging seniors
and referring them to other
clinics providing emergency care
during the pandemic.
“If a Seniors Dental Care
Program client from York Region
requires emergency dental care,
they can call the Senior Dental
Care line, and they may be

ADOBE STOCK

referred to another Public Health
Unit which is currently providing
emergency dental services,” Ms.
Lamba said.
Although the Sutton OSDCP
clinic will not open until 2021,
seniors can still enrol in the
program.

For more information or to
apply, you can visit ontario.ca/
seniorsdental or call York Region
Public Health’s Seniors Dental
Care line at 1-877-464-9675
ext.75809 or 905-895-4293 for
deaf and hard of hearing seniors.

