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THE SEARCH CONTINUES...
We still have a HOT market! Thankfully, interest 
rates remain low & buyers are still on the hunt! If you 
have questions about the real estate market, if you 
are wondering what your home would sell for, maybe 
you are considering selling here & locating a little 
farther out? CALL US TODAY.
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Cedarvale Lodge gets Moderna vaccine 

A group of Lake Drive property owners 
have filed small claims suits against the Town 
of Georgina and its lawyer for lost property 
values.

They say their property values have been 
impacted by the ongoing ownership dispute 
over the waterfront lots along Lake Simcoe’s 
southern shoreline.

According to the Town’s solicitor Andrew 
Biggart, the waterfront lots, located across 
the road from nearly 300 indirect lakeside 
property owners along Lake Drive North 
and East, are part of the Town’s 66-foot road 
allowance.

Mr. Biggart has also stated that the Town 
owns the land — beyond the road allowance 
— that extends to the water’s edge.

This claim is based on a legal opinion 
provided by Rusty Russell, a lawyer hired by 
the Town in the 1990s, who was regarded as 
an expert on municipal road allowances.

However, the plaintiffs are disputing the 
Town’s position.

“The Town of Georgina, through council, 
deliberately used the flawed opinion of 
Mr. Biggart as a rationale for ignoring and 
denying the rights of hundreds of property 
owners,” the plaintiff’s claim reads.

“This council is legally and morally 
obligated to consider the rights of all 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

CEDARVALE RESIDENT CAROLYNN SNOW GETS FIRST MODERNA SHOT

Residents sue Town for damages over Lake Drive land dispute
By MIKE ANDERSON

“We lost my aunt to COVID at River Glenn, 
so for the past ten plus months, we’ve been 
constantly on alert. So I don’t know that relief 
is even the right word. It’s more substantial 
than that. It’s a lot of stress off,” she said.

By  MIKE ANDERSON

For Lisa Snow, the news that her mother 
Carolynn would be first-in-line for the 
Moderna vaccine at Cedarvale’s long-term 
care home brought more than a sense of relief, 
it brought an end to constant worry.
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parties involved in any set of 
circumstances as past councils 
have done. Council hides 
behind Mr. Biggart’s unilateral 
proclamation of ownership as 
the justification of the denial 
of people’s rights. It is totally 
unacceptable. It’s legally and 
morally wrong and cannot be 
allowed to stand.”

Tim Danbrook, a spokesperson 
for the plaintiffs, said that Rusty 
Russell had acknowledged at the 
time that his legal opinion might 
not stand up to a judicial review, 
and stressed that a solution 
needed to be worked out with all 
parties involved.

“The man who wrote the 
opinion that Biggart is supposed 
to be relying on himself said, 
you know, you’re gonna need to 
work this out because there’s no 
legislation that applies,” said Mr. 
Danbrook.

 “This is at its core an 
expropriation proceeding.
They are trying to explain the 
expropriation of properties that 
they’ve already identified that 
they don’t need, so that they can 
sell them back to the people they 
are expropriating them off.”

“They are making declarations 
that they can’t prove legally. In 
the absence of a judge’s decision, 
who can say who owns what?”

The eight plaintiffs seek up to 
$35,000 in damages per claim, 
which is the maximum that can 
be awarded in small claims court.

They allege that the “actions 
and public representations” of 
the Town and Mr. Biggart have 
“diminished” the value of their 
lakefront properties.

Mr. Danbrook is particularly 
upset over statements made by 
Mr. Biggart during a July 24, 
2019 special council session 
held on the Town’s Lake 
Drive Jurisdiction Action Plan 
(LDSJC), which currently 
recommends that the Town divest 
itself of the waterfront lots by 
potentially selling or leasing 
them back to the adjacent indirect 

lakeside property owners.
During that session, Mr. 

Biggart said that if the Lake Drive 
property owners did not agree to 
the Town’s terms, the Town was 
within its rights to remove their 
docks and boathouses, whether 
or not they had acquired legal 
permits for them, and erect a 
fence preventing them from 
accessing the lake.

“It was reckless and 
irresponsible. And it’s not legally 
possible,” Mr. Danbrook said of 
Mr. Biggart’s statements. “Over 
my dead body at the steps of the 
Supreme Court of Canada, will 
that ever happen.”

Kenny Stockman, another 
plaintiff, wants the Town to stop 
what he calls “bully tactics” and 
start negotiating in good faith.

TIM DANBROOK
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Town faces massive funding gap
If you take a look at the 10- 

year Capital Plan that is on page 
19 in the 2021 Georgina budget 
document, it definitely looks 
like we should be able to raise 
taxes and other funding to cover 
planned expenditures listed in 
each of those 10 years. However, 
Ward 1 Councillor Mike 
Waddington rightly pointed out 
that Georgina has a backlog of 
infrastructure repairs to existing 
assets that should have been 
completed over the last number 
of years — but haven’t been. This 
infrastructure funding gap is in 
the tens of millions of dollars and 
that is money that isn’t accounted 
for in the 10-year capital plan. 

In other words, the 10-year 
capital plan that was presented 
includes expenditures that staff 
expects council will support 
but it ignores the backlog in 
upkeep and repairs to existing 
infrastructure that are needed 
now and will be needed in the 
upcoming years. Bottom line is, 
the 10-year capital plan paints 
a rosy picture but it doesn’t 
present the reality of the financial 
situation that the Town is in.

Over two days of budget 
deliberations, Councillor 
Waddington was able to identify 
upwards of $50 million worth of 
capital maintenance projects that 
we haven’t financially planned 
for. This includes things like a 
backlog of road work, buildings 
and facilities upkeep and smaller 

items such as water meter change-
outs. It goes without saying, a 
deeper dive into the needs of 
our existing infrastructure could 
identify even more deficiencies. 

We know that property tax 
increases in the coming years 
are predicted to be in the 4 and 
5 per cent range — especially 
if the MURC, new Civic Centre 
and new south Keswick fire 
hall projects get rolling after the 
pandemic. (Don’t forget, even 
though development charges will 
pay for the building of the MURC 
and fire hall, Georgina taxpayers 
are on the hook for the annual 
operating costs.) Then, if the cost 
of the backlog for existing capital 
projects gets built into the plan, 
our tax increases could land us 
somewhere along the ‘shocking’ 
continuum. 

Things may get even more 
tense by July 2023 when 
Georgina must complete an Asset 
Management Plan that considers 
the cost of maintenance for its 
core infrastructure assets and 
other municipal infrastructure 
assets as well. The expectation is 
that this plan will need to identify 
the infrastructure funding gap 
that exists  in order to be an 
accurate and useful planning 
document. But, as we all know, 
that will be a problem for the 
next council to figure out… but 
at least one councillor is willing 
to bring it to light now.              

                            Karen Wolfe
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TENNYSON TIDBITS 

Congratulations to MTO em-
ployee Samantha Sarasin 
(Osborne) who will be heading 
to Columbus, Ohio in August 
for the North American In-
spectors' Championship 
(NAIC) representing Ontario. 
Samantha competed this 
month at the Provincial In-
spectors’ Competition and 
finished first earning her a spot 
at the North American compe-
tition. Samantha will be the 
second female officer in On-
tario's 25 year history heading 
to NAIC with the last one oc-
curring 17 years ago. Good 
luck, Sam!  

As of Friday, July 20, Geor-
gina’s ban on all outdoor and 
open burning fires has been 
lifted. Also, as per a Town by-
law, the use of municipal wa-
ter for watering lawns or gar-
dens, washing vehicles or fill-
ing swimming pools is only 
permitted between the hours of 
6:00 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. between May 15 
and September 30 of each 
year. An even numbered ad-
dress may use water out-
doors only on even numbered 
days of the month and an odd 
numbered address may use 
water outdoors only on odd 
numbered days.

There has been concern over 
the increasing number of cats 
that have gone missing and 
Shirley Jakonen in Pefferlaw 
believes coyotes may be re-
sponsible. She is urging cat 
owners to keep their pets in-
doors, especially in the early 
morning and evening.  

















































Over 15 Years Experience 




n 4  01.10.2021  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM    

Food bank braces for increase 
in demand during lockdown
By MIKE ANDERSON

 RYAN CRONSBERRY, MAYOR QUIRK AND DAVID REDDON PRESENT TOWNS $10K DONATION

With news that the provincial 
lockdown may be extended, 
the Georgina Community Food 
Pantry is bracing for an increase 
in demand for its food and 
services.

According to Cesar Caneo, the 
Pantry’s new executive director, 
there was already a substantial 
rise in the number of families 
accessing the food bank last 
month.

Leading up to Christmas, he 
said the Pantry helped close to 
180 families – which he estimates 
was a 40 per cent increase over 
last year. And he expects to 
see even more families as the 
lockdown continues.

“It has been overwhelming,” 
said Mr. Caneo. “The pandemic 
is affecting many people in our 
community.”

“There are more people who 
are going to be out jobs, and 
that means the more people are 
going to need the services of the 
Pantry.”

According to Mr. Caneo, many 
of the Pantry’s recent clients 
were working in the hospitality 
and restaurant sector, and have 
been either laid-off or forced to 
work part-time hours.

“They have no other choice 
than to come to the Pantry,” he 
said.

While the Pantry is so far 

keeping up with the demand, Mr. 
Caneo is thankful to volunteers 
who have put in long hours.

“We have a super dedicated 
group of volunteers who are 
stepping up their effort and are 
committed to come pretty much 
every day to organize the food 
donations, and also to deliver to 
those who can’t come to the Food 
Pantry.”

Mr. Caneo is also grateful 
for the support the Pantry has 
received from the community.

“We were able, with the 
support of the community, to 
not only provide the typical 
staples, but a good amount of 
fresh and healthy food, including 
vegetables and fruit. And also 
,every family got gift cards from 
local grocery stores to purchase 
their own food.”

Last month, the Town of 
Georgina presented Mr. Caneo 
with a cheque for $10,000, 
which it hopes will prompt local 
businesses to make additional 
donations.

“I was very surprised. This is 
the first time I’ve seen a council 
with the Mayor approaching us 
with a donation. And we very 
much appreciate it. And, we for 
sure are going to use those funds 
to support the people who come 
here to the Food Pantry.”

“It’s an evolving situation,“ 
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THE POST DONATES $500 TO FOOD PANTRY

he said. “There are going to be 
more people out of jobs, and that 
means more people are going to 
need the services of the Pantry,” 
he said.

“Obviously the situation we 
are facing now is unprecedented. 
I would say that for those who 
can afford it, just share with 
others who are in need in the 
community.” If you would like 
to make a donation, visit www.
georginafoodpantry.com/donate.
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Seniors struggle with loneliness
By MICHELLE POIRIER

During the Ontario-wide 
lockdown, Georgina seniors say 
the hardest struggle they face is 
loneliness.

Margaret Van Den Hazel, a 
senior who lives in Keswick, said 
she thinks seniors are doing the 
best they can, but that it is lonely 
for many of them who live alone.

“I have a dog, and the dog is 
getting to the point where he’s 
getting tired of me talking to 
him,” she said.

She said her only outing is 
her weekly trip to the grocery 
store where she goes in the early 
afternoon to avoid the crowds.

“It’s very sad when you look 
forward to getting groceries, it’s 
something that you had to do, it 
was like a chore, and now it’s an 
escape from your house, it’s a 
pleasure, you really look forward 
to it,” she said.

To occupy her time, she 
has been cleaning her house, 
crocheting, calling her friends 
and family on the phone and 
using her phone to call in to her 
church Zoom meetings every 
Sunday, as she does not have a 
computer.

June Peach, a senior who lives 
in Sutton, has picked up knitting 
to occupy her time, along with 
talking to her friends on the 
phone and watching television.

“I do miss the connection with 
the Sutton seniors, they are a 
wonderful lot who go to Club 55, 
and we all miss one another and 
the friendship that is within that 
club,” Ms. Peach said.

Niv Balachandran, Executive 
Director for Routes Connecting 
Communities, said Routes started 
a new program to help deal with 
the loneliness their clients were 
facing during the pandemic: it’s 
called The Friendly Call.

She said the program started 
as a way to check in with clients 
they had not heard from in a 
while. The clients liked the 

phone calls so much they asked 
for regular check-in calls since 
some of them had no one else to 
check in on them.

“We matched people based on 
interest, so a lot of our seniors 
who were isolated were starting 
to receive weekly or bi-weekly 
calls where they could just talk to 
somebody about something that 
was of interest to them,” she said.

But The Friendly Call is not 
just a program for seniors, it is for 
anyone who may feel isolated, 
she added.

Another struggle that seniors 
and other vulnerable residents 
are facing during the lockdown 
is the ability to get groceries if 
they do not have access to a car, 
a credit card for curbside pick-
up, or are unable to go out due to 
their health.

Routes has also started a 
grocery program to deal with this 
issue, with the help of a grant 
from United Way.

“For people who were not 
able to get groceries or do 
curbside pick-up, we were able 
to get a small pot of funding 
to provide free groceries to 
people, especially for people 
who are low-income or living 
with a chronic illness,” Ms. 
Balachandran said.

This program allows the 
person in need to give a grocery 
list to the Routes volunteer who 
would go out and shop for them 
and leave the bags by their door 
at a pre-arranged time.

This program is still available 
for those in need themselves or 
if you know of someone else 
in need you can refer them to 
Routes.

For more information about 
the grocery program or The 
Friendly Call you can call Routes 
at (905) 722-4616.
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Jericho Youth Services gets 
Jumpstart Sport Relief grant
By MICHELLE POIRIER

Jericho Youth Services was 
selected as one of 668 sport and 
recreation programs across the 
country to receive a grant from 
the Jumpstart Sport Relief Fund 
to help operations during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Jumpstart, a charity that 
raises money to give kids the 
opportunity to access sport and 
play, announced the Jumpstart 
Sport Relief Fund in September.

This is “an $8 million fund 
that will help sport and recreation 
organizations continue to deliver 
programming in 2021 and 
beyond,” the Jumpstart website 
says.

“We are beyond grateful to 
receive this news and know 
how positive an impact it will 
have on sport and recreation 
organizations, and ultimately, on 
kids across the country,” Susan 
Gorman, Executive Director of 
Jericho Youth Services, said in 
an email.

Jericho has received $9,018 
from Jumpstart and this money 
will help them reset and rebuild 
their programs.

Ms. Gorman said the money 
will be put towards educating 
and training leaders to modify 
the activities with new health and 
safety measures, having program 

leaders go through the Respect 
in Sport Youth Activity Leader 
training course, and having 
staff read Coaching Kids of All 
Abilities and Keeping Girls in 
Sports.

“Some aspects of adapting 
include equipment for each child. 
We have 150 children and youth 
each week. Soccer balls, bounce 
balls, basketballs, skipping ropes, 
mini sticks, balls and badminton 
are just a few of the additional 
equipment that we purchased 
which will allow each program 
to have enough for each child,” 
she said.

They have also purchased 
pylons to mark space for 
physical distancing, PPE for staff 
and participants and cleaning 
and sanitation supplies for the 
equipment.

Jericho is Jumpstart’s 
community representative and 
has worked with them over the 
past 8 years.

Ms. Gorman said while 
working with Jumpstart, Jericho 
has helped 835 children in 
Georgina at a cost of $198,646.

Jericho is closed due to the 
province-wide COVID-19 
lockdown; programming will 
resume once schools reopen.

ADOBE STOCK
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Cedarvale Lodge Care 
Community received the 
Moderna vaccine on January 6, 
and nearly 60 long-term care 
residents received the shot on the 
same day.

“The remaining staff and 
essential caregivers will receive 
the Moderna vaccine at the 
residence so that everyone 
connected to the Cedarvale 
community is protected,” said 
Nadia Daniell-Coloarossi, a 
spokesperson for Sienna Senior 
Living. 

As essential caregivers, Ms. 
Snow and her husband were both 
vaccinated. But she said they will 
still need to be tested weekly and 
wear masks to visit her mother.

“It was kind of disappointing 
that we’ve gone through all of 
this, but we’re not at a point yet 
where we can relax and let our 
guard down,” she said.

While Ms. Snow said most 
residents at Cedarvale’s LTCH 
opted to get the vaccine, there 
were a few hold outs.

But her mother, Carolynn 
Snow, 79, who is president of 
the home’s Residents’ Council, 
is hopeful that they will soon 
change their minds.

“I am happy to be the first 
resident in the home to get the 
vaccine, and I hope this will make 
others feel more comfortable 
about getting the vaccination,” 
she said.

The vaccinations appear to 
have come just in the nick of 

time, as a caregiver at Cedarvale’s 
retirement community tested 
positive on January 7.

Cedarvale Lodge operates 
both a long-term care home and 
a retirement community that 
includes independent living 
residences.

Although none of Cedarvale’s 
LTC residents have been 
infected during the pandemic, 
the retirement community has 
suffered two outbreaks.

The first outbreak was reported 
on November 9, with four 
residents, one team member and 
two caregivers testing positive. 
That outbreak lasted 24 days and 
was declared closed on December 
12.

According to public health, 
distribution of the Moderna 
vaccine in York Region began on 
January 2.

There are 28 long-term care 
homes in the Region — 14 are 
currently listed in outbreak – with 
approximately 3,700 residents to 
vaccinate.

According to Patrick Casey, a 
spokesperson for public health, 
the Region has enough vaccine to 
complete the job. “The province 
has provided enough doses for 
every resident of the long-term 
care homes and retirement homes 
in York Region,” he said in an 
email to The Post. 

Initially, public health said 
the vaccinations, following 
provincial guidelines, were to 
wrap up by January 21, but Mr. 

VACCINES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1



  01.10.2021  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM    11 n

Casey said that the first dose of 
the vaccine should be completed 
by the week of January 11.

“In our current plan, all long-
term care residents in York 
Region who consent will receive 
their first dose by early this week; 
this includes River Glen Haven 
and Cedarvale Lodge,” he said.

While that’s welcome news, 
some health care experts say the 
vaccine roll-out should have been 
completed much sooner.

Doris Grinspun, CEO of the 
Registered Nurses’ Association 
of Ontario (RNAO), argues there 
has been missteps made with the 
Pfizer vaccine.

According to Ms. Grinspun, 
the vaccine can be temporarily 
stored in a regular fridge.

“With the Pfizer it was very 
clear early on that you can store 
it up to five hours in three to 
four degrees. It didn’t have to be 
minus 70,” she said.

“So Pfizer could have gone to 
the nursing homes because many 
of them are 15 minutes from 
most hospitals. In five hours, you 
would have administered all of 
them.”

Instead, the Pfizer vaccine, 
which was available weeks 
before the Moderna vaccine, was 
administered at hospital sites, 
making it more difficult for LTC 
residents and staff to get a shot.

Ms. Grinspun also argues 
that vaccinations should have 
occurred around the clock.“If we 
had gone 24/7 as it’s been done 

in other countries, then we would 
have been finished by January 
4. We would have saved a lot of 
grief and suffering, both on the 
staff and the resident side.”

Dr. Amit Arya, a palliative 
physician and Ontario Health 
Coalition board member, agrees.

According to Dr. Arya, the 
province delayed the roll-out of 
vaccines, which may have cost 
lives.

“We have exploding outbreaks 
in long-term care across the 
province. The seven-day average 
of deaths has tripled since the 
beginning of December,” he said.

“Technically, we should have 
been giving booster shots to 
everyone at this point. It should 
be almost at the final stage, but 
they sat on it for about three 
weeks. That’s obviously not good 
enough when we have this sort 
of terrible virus that can lead to 
death in hours.”

Both Ms. Grinspun and Dr. 
Arya point to issues with the 
province’s COVID-19 Vaccine 
Distribution Task Force, 
responsible for the roll-out of 
vaccines.

“I don’t think there was a 
proper plan, and there wasn’t 
proper leadership from the very 
beginning,” Dr. Arya said.

“It has a retired army general, 
an auto-parts CEO, but it’s 
lacking the people who actually 
give vaccinations on a annual 
basis.”
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“I want them to stop stating 
publicly that they own the land 
unless they can prove it with 
title,” he said.

“And if not, then we go back 
to where we were two years ago 
with the committee negotiating 
on how we can solve this issue.”

Mr. Stockman added the 
uncertainty is impacting property 
values along Lake Drive.

“The Town has gone on 
publicly stating that they own the 
land,” he said.

“If we wanted to put up our 
house for sale, it’s difficult for me 
to put it up and say we have the 
right of way or use of the water.”

“In my opinion, right now 
would be the worst time to sell 
any of these properties. Because 
without this getting resolved, 
you’re not going to get the top 
dollar for waterfront property.”

While the Town’s CAO David 
Reddon declined to comment 
on the legal action, the Town 

recently submitted its 57-page 
Statement of Defence against the 
plaintiff’s claims.

The Town denies all allegations 
in the claim and argues the 
plaintiffs have not suffered any 
damages.

“The Town has not finalized its 
decision on how to address the 
waterside land, and, as such, there 
can be no diminished property 
value for the Plaintiff’s property,” 
the statement reads.

The Town adds that the plaintiff 
has “no cause of action against 
it” and requests that the claim be 
dismissed with the Town’s costs 
paid by the plaintiff.

According to the Newmarket 
filing office, there are no in-
person settlement conference 
dates scheduled during the 
lockdown. However, if the parties 
agree, a remote hearing could be 
set.


