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learning a skilled trade at Georgina’s new 
GTTI Skilled Trades Institute, which opened 
its doors earlier this month.

“I lost my job due to COVID,” said Mr. 
Lamanna, who supports a wife and two 

Skilled Trades Institute launches in Georgina

Local business owners are crying foul after 
being fined for breaking COVID-19 rules. 

“The infractions are for failing to follow 
the rules for businesses as described in the 
Rules for Areas in Stage 1 issued under 
the Reopening Ontario Act,” said Tanya 
Thompson, Communications Manager for the 
Town of Georgina. 

“These rules state that businesses must post 
a Safety Plan, and they must display their 
capacity limits.”

“At this point of the pandemic, officers are 
not encouraged to issue warnings; however, 
officers are authorized to use their discretion. 
If a warning is issued, it would be for a minor 
violation that can be corrected immediately,” 
she said.

But several business owners argue the 
infractions are minor in nature, and, in some 
cases, no warnings were issued before fines 
were given. Some also feel they were unfairly 
targeted, and they all say they intend to fight 
the fines in court. 

The Post asked the Town to comment, 
but Ms. Thompson replied the Municipal 
Law Enforcement Division “cannot provide 
further comment at this time while the matters 
are going through the legal process.”

Angelo’s Sportswear in Keswick was the 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

CARPENTRY CLASS AT GTTI SKILLED TRADES INSTITUTE

By MIKE ANDERSON

Local business owners fined for breaking COVID-19 rules
By MICHELLE POIRIER 

It’s not easy to make a midlife career 
change, let alone during a pandemic. But for 
Pat Lamanna, 38, who recently lost his job as 
a barber in Barrie, there’s no turning back.

Mr. Lamanna is one of 108 students 
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FINES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

first business to be fined, although 
it was not for violating Reg. 
82/20 - Rules for Areas in Stage 
1. Instead, the store was fined 
for being open contrary to Pt. 1 
– (ROA) Business Regulations.” 

On January 5, Roseann 
Guglietti, the store’s owner, was 
fined $880 for displaying clothing 
racks outside her store. She said 
she had been warned by a bylaw 
officer twice in December about 
the racks, before the provincial 
state of emergency, but that 
her father, Angelo Pillon, who 
founded the store in 1966, is in 
the habit of bringing them out 
every morning. “It’s something 
that’s done every single day; it’s 
been done every single day for 
the last 25 years,” she said. 

After Mr. Pillon leaves, she 
said she pulls the racks in, but got 
busy and forgot the day she was 
fined. 

“I said to them [in December], 
my dad is 87 years old, he does 
it every single day,  I will do the 
best I can,” she said.

Ms. Guglietti said she will fight 
the fine in court. She does not 
think a clothing rack can cause the 
spread of COVID-19, especially 
when Walmart is allowed to have 
shoppers indoors. 

“Everybody is suffering 
here, and the bylaw people, the 
government people, they’re all 
getting paid still, we’re not. If we 
don’t do business, we don’t get 
paid,” she said.

“There has been support out 
there, but that support only takes 
you so far when you have $7,000 
a month in rent to pay, and you 
have heat, hydro, and you still 
have to pay those when you’re in 
a lockdown.”

“We’re not out to hurt anybody; 
we wear our masks, we have 
sanitizer, we sell masks, we’re 
just here to make a living,” Ms. 
Guglietti said.

Sutton Smoke & Convenience 
and Ben’s Pharmacy in Sutton 
were fined last week for not 
posting capacity limits, which 

is an offence under Reg. 82/20 - 
Rules for Areas in Stage 1 (ROA). 

Nirav Patel, the owner of 
Sutton Smoke & Convenience, 
believes his business was unfairly 
targeted, as no one else in the 
plaza was fined, even though 
they also did not display capacity 
limits. 

Mr. Patel is upset that he was 
fined for not having a “single 
piece” of paper in his window 
and doesn’t understand why he 
wasn’t given a warning first. He 
said he intends to fight the fine in 
court. 

Erin Abdel-Sayed, the owner 
of Ben’s Pharmacy, is also 
upset about being fined for not 
displaying capacity limits in her 
window. She said no one told 
her it was required, and she also 
wonders why she wasn’t warned 
first. She also said the bylaw 
officer was misinformed about 
the pharmacy’s capacity limits. 

“He said we’re only allowed 
25 per cent capacity. But we’re 
essential, so we’re allowed 50 per 
cent,” said Ms. Abdel-Sayed, who 
will also fight the fine in court. 

“We have been working very 
hard through the pandemic. We 
have been risking our lives, and 
our families lives every day here 
to serve our community and serve 
all the patients here. That’s not 
how we should be treated.”



Speak to our knowledgeable 
and certified staff about our  
extensive selection of food, 

treats and supplies

905-722-7600 
20887 Dalton Road Sutton
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The short answer is yes. And our 
readers seem to agree. The Post’s 
online poll found 98.5 per cent of 
respondents (989) favoured small 
retailers reopening, while only 
1.5 per cent (15) were opposed. 

Last week, the Small Urban 
GTHA Mayors, including Mayor 
Margaret Quirk, issued a release 
urging the province to “level the 
playing field” and “only allow 
essential items to be sold in big 
box stores during the lockdown.” 

They also want the province 
to consider “implementing 
shopping by appointment” and 
revising “capacity limits” in local 
businesses based on building 
square footage. 

“We hope to see these 
measures considered at the 
earliest appropriate time to ensure 
equality for all businesses,” the 
release reads. 

However, in an email to The 
Post, Mayor Quirk walked back 
the Mayors’ call to ban big-box 
retailers from selling “non-
essential” items. 

“The intent is for equity in 
retail,” she said. “It was not to 
“ban” non-essential items for sale 
in stores like Walmart, but to put 
them on the same footing as other 
retailers selling the same items.” 

However, some would like to 
see big-box retailers banned from 
selling “non-essential” items if 
the current restrictions continue. 

Steve Jacobson, Chair of 
the Jackson’s Point BIA, said 

Should small retailers reopen?
the lockdown is unfair and 
is impacting small retailers 
disproportionately. 

“Let Walmart sell groceries 
and turn off the rest of the store. 
And the same with Costco; they 
did that in Quebec. They allowed 
them to sell groceries and roped 
off the rest of the store,” he said. 

“It’s not that hard to do in 
today’s environment. You just 
turn off the UPCs on those items 
that are not allowed to be bought. 
It’s all automated. So they can go 
to the grocery aisle, but they can’t 
go buy a pair of shoes.” 

If the province is considering 
taking steps to “level the playing 
field,” it should act soon. 

The Canadian Federation of 
Independent Business (CFIB) 
last week raised its estimate 
of how many Canadian small 
businesses will permanently close 
due to the pandemic. “Today, 
CFIB increased its estimate 
on the number of permanent 
small business closures due to 
COVID-19: we project 181,000 
business failures on top of 58,000 
reported in 2020. This means 1 
in 5 businesses may no longer be 
there at the end of the pandemic,” 
Dan Kelly, CEO and Chair of the 
CFIB, tweeted on January 21. 
According to CFIB, that means 
2.4 million jobs (20 per cent of 
private-sector employment) are at 
risk due to the business closures. 
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children, and found the institute 
through an online search.

“This is basically a life 
turnaround. They are giving me 
a second chance. I’m here today, 
starting a new career and a new 
life. “

Mr. Lamanna, who is taking 
a 26-week flooring course, said 
the big selling point for him was 
the offer of free tuition. “Normal 
semester tuition is $9,000. And 
your textbooks will start at 
$3,600. Here the costs are almost 
nothing,” he said.

The GTTI Skilled Trades 
Institute, which receives 
funding from multiple levels 
of government, including 
$2.6 million from the Town of 
Georgina, offers free 26-week 
residential construction pre-
apprentice programs in carpentry, 
electrical, plumbing, HVAC, 
roofing, flooring, cabinetry, and 
drywall and an introduction to 
CAD (computer-aided design).

According to Phil Adams, the 
institute’s Director, the goal is 
to get students “job-ready” by 
giving them hands-on practical 
skills to succeed in the trades.

“We’re trying to give an 
opportunity to some of the 
disadvantaged groups, including 
people who have lost jobs, that 
normally wouldn’t get that 
chance,” he said.

“And given the fact that we’re 
able to deliver this training free 
of tuition is a huge advantage for 
some of the students, who may 
not have the means to pay.”

Mr. Adams adds that another 
big advantage is the training is 
based on the Ontario College of 
Trades (OCT) curriculum, which 
is the apprenticeship training 
standard in Ontario.

“When the students leave our 
training facility their job-ready. 
And they’re going to have the 
skill sets that employers are 
looking for.”

Still, Mr. Adams admits that 
launching the institute during a 
pandemic hasn’t been easy.

Hiring instructors and on-
boarding students were done 
virtually, as in-person meetings 
weren’t possible.

And COVID restrictions meant 
that classes had to be limited to 
a maximum of eight students and 
one instructor.

But perhaps the biggest 
challenge was securing a home 
for the institute.

Construction delays, caused by 
the pandemic, meant that the new 
campus, slated to be built at 1614 
Metro Rd, wouldn’t be ready in 
time.

“We wanted to have had our 
facility up and running for this 
cohort to come in. Unfortunately, 
that didn’t happen,” Mr. Adams 
said. “So, we were looking for a 
plan B.”

Plan B was renting multiple 
buildings at the Salvation Army 
Camp in Jackson’s Point.

“The Salvation Army has 
been fantastic and opened up 
their doors for us. And we are 
modifying some of their larger 
buildings for our practical lab 
spaces, where we were able 
to deliver all the practical 
components of our program. So 
it’s not our plan A, but it’s a very, 
very good plan B.”

While it’s taken a lot of deft 
planning, hard work and support 
from the community to get to this 
point, Mr. Adams is confident that 
the institute will succeed.

“The jobs are definitely there. 
The pandemic has affected all 
aspects of life, including the 
trades. But as far as residential 
construction goes, it hasn’t 
slowed.”

Mr. Lamanna agrees.
“The trades are where the 

money is, and the sky’s the limit.”
The GTTI Skilled Trades 

Institute is now accepting 
registrations for its summer term, 
visit www.gtti.ca/skilled-trades-
institute.
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For the 121st year, the National 
Audubon Society has organized 
the annual Audubon Christmas 
Bird Count across the Western 
Hemisphere.

This year, this long-running 
wildlife censuses was carried 
out between December 14 and 
January 5 by tens of thousands of 
bird-loving volunteers all while 
abiding by regional COVID-19 
rules.

The twelve decades worth of 
data collected by participants 
continue to contribute to one 
of only two large existing 
pools of information notifying 
ornithologists and conservation 
biologists about what 
conservation action is required 
to protect birds and their habitats. 

The Uxbridge count was 
held on December 27, 2020 and 
the Beaverton count was held 
December 30, 2020. Both North 
Durham counts benefitted from 
the influx of northern finches 
adding to the variety in this year’s 
Christmas lists. Uxbridge’s count 
hit 61 species surpassing its 
previous high of 53 in 2014.

Beaverton hit 55 species, 
its third highest. More people 
participated in both counts this 
year and the weather in Uxbridge 

was clear, making observation 
conditions ideal.

Beaverton’s weather was poor, 
but the birds showed up, albeit in 
smaller numbers, and the diversity 
was seen at backyard bird feeders.

Evening and Pine grosbeaks, 
Common and Hoary redpolls, 
Pine siskins, Red crossbills, and 
Bohemian waxwings were all 
seen in Uxbridge with Common 
redpoll flocks being the most 
numerous species (over 2000). 

For more information go to 
w w w. N o r t h D u r h a m N a t u r e .
com. Enjoy winter and the 
diversity of birds that it brings. 

Christmas Bird Count Results: 
Uxbridge hits new record
By JAY THIBERT

PINE SISKIN

COMMON REDPOLL
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Town launches culinary event
By MICHELLE POIRIER

The Town of Georgina’s 
Economic Development and 
Tourism Division is launching 
a new culinary event, Taste of 
Georgina.

“You’re invited to experience 
the Taste of Georgina, a “prix 
fixe” food series that will 
awaken your taste buds and 
allow you to explore a variety 
of local restaurants,” the Town’s 
website says.

The event will run from 
Saturday, February 6 to Friday, 
February 19.

“Taste of Georgina supports 
and promotes our restaurant 
sector, which has seen a 
significant decrease in revenue 
as a result of COVID-19,” Karyn 
Stone, Manager of Economic 
Development and Tourism, said.

“Through this event, the 
Economic Development and 
Tourism office hopes to stimulate 
economic activity in Georgina 
and help our restaurants keep 
their doors open during the 
historically slower winter 
season.”

One of the participating 
restaurants is Big Bone BBQ in 
Keswick.

“I think it’s great to promote 
community, and definitely the 
restaurants, because during 
COVID-19 I’m going to say 
three quarters of the restaurants 
are suffering because of 
everything going on, so hands 
down anything that can be done 
is going to help us,” Audrey 
Rombos, owner of Big Bone 
BBQ, said.

She said her restaurant has a 
strong take-out focus already, 
but that this event should help 
other restaurants.

Another participating 
restaurant is Lake Simcoe Arms 
Pub in Jackson’s Point.

“It might open a few people’s 
eyes of how many restaurants 
are really out there in Georgina,” 
Becky Massey, Front of the 
House Manager at Lake Simcoe 
Arms Pub, said.

She said business has been 
quiet, but she is hopeful that the 
event will spark interest in what 
local restaurants have to offer.

“They might make a fun time 
of it, saying, ‘okay we’re going 
to pick these three restaurants 
and we’re going to try a meal 

BECKY MASSEY, LAKE SIMCOE ARMS
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from these three’, or people 
that haven’t tried one of the 
restaurants, this can be their first 
tasting experience,” she said.

The Town website says due 
to COVID-19, this event is 
being promoted as take-out and 

delivery, as indoor dining is not 
currently permitted during the 
Provincial State of Emergency.

For more information and 
to see which other restaurants 
are participating visit www.
georgina.ca/tasteofgeorgina.

VINCENZA “VEE” & CHEF ALAN, THE CORNER HOUSE BISTRO



Question: Am I eligible for the land transfer tax 
first time homebuyer’s rebate? How much can  
I receive?

When you buy a home or any vacant land in Ontario, 
you must pay land transfer tax to the province. This 
tax is calculated based on the purchase price of the 
home or vacant land. The Ontario government has 
a program for first-time homebuyers, where, if you 
qualify, you can receive up to $4,000.00 in a rebate, 
which is taken off at the time your property closes.

How much of the $4,000.00 rebate you receive is 
based on the percentage of the first-time home-
buyers purchasing the property. For example, if two 
people are purchasing a home, and only one per-
son qualifies as a first-time homebuyer, that means 
50% of the purchasers qualify and they will receive 
$2,000.00 of the rebate. If three people are purchas-
ing a home and all three qualify, then 100% of the 
purchasers are first-time homebuyers and will receive 
the full $4,000.00.

There are five main criteria for being eligible for the 
first-time homebuyer’s rebate if the agreement to 
purchase was made after December 13, 2007. First, 
you must be at least eighteen years of age. Second, 
you must be a Canadian citizen or permanent resi-
dent. Third, the property you are purchasing will need 
to be your principal residence within nine months 
of you closing your transaction. Fourth, you cannot 
have owned a home or have had any interest in land, 
anywhere (including outside of Ontario and Canada) 
ever before. And fifth, if you have a spouse (which 
includes a common law spouse), the spouse cannot 
have owned a home, anywhere in the world, while 
they were your spouse. If this is the case, no refund  
is available. 

If you have any questions about whether you qualify 
as a first-time homebuyer, give our office a call, and 
one of our lawyers would be happy to answer them. 

187 Simcoe Avenue, Keswick, Ontario L4P 2H6
Tel. 905 476-2555                Fax 905-476-2560

The Law  
& You:

with  
Mackenzie McMullin  

Barrister and Solicitor

Real Estate • Corporate Law • Wills & Power of Attorney • Estates

ALTWERGER LAW  
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
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A pair of bald eagles were 
recently spotted enjoying a 
shore lunch near Lake Dr. East 
and Courting House Place in 
Jackson’s Point. A Mallard duck 
was on the menu.

The gruesome meal was 
captured by Grant Brown, 73, an 
amateur wildlife photographer, 
who took the photos with a 
Panasonic Lumix equipped with 
a 25-600mm zoom lens.

Mr. Brown said the bald eagles 
were approximately 200 feet from 
the shore, perched on an ice edge.

“I thought it would be an osprey 
because we have a lot of ospreys 
around here. But as I got closer, I 
realized it was a bald eagle right 
away,” he said.

“I take a lot of pictures of birds 
here. We actually have a calendar 
that we put out with our neighbour 
Paul. But I’ve never seen a bald 
eagle. So I was really happy to be 
able to get 20 pictures. They just 
stayed there, and they would look 
up every once in a while at the 
people along the road watching.”

Mr. Brown said it was 
interesting to watch how the 
two predatory birds interacted, 
as there was definitely a pecking 

order during the luncheon.
“The bigger one was the 

female. The other one, the male, 
stood back about ten feet just 
watching. When the female 
finished eating, it flew away, and 
the male came up and finished 
eating the duck,” he said.

During the 1970s, the 
bald eagle was on Ontario’s 
endangered species list, but it has 
since made a comeback.

According to the Ministry of 
Environment, Conservation and 
Parks (MECP), the bald eagle 
has “Special Concern” status, 
which means the species is not 
endangered or threatened but may 
become threatened or endangered 
in the future.

“Bald eagles typically 
migrate south between August 
and January along major river 
drainage systems from the Great 
Lakes and spend the winter as 
far south as Missouri or northern 
Tennessee,” said Gary Wheeler, 
an MECP spokesperson.

“The availability of food 
is the most important factor 
determining where bald eagles 
spend their winters. Some 
bald eagles remain in Ontario 

Bald eagles spotted at  
Jackson’s Point
By MIKE ANDERSON

BALD EAGLE: PHOTO GRANT  BROWN
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TENNYSON TIDBITS 

Congratulations to MTO em-
ployee Samantha Sarasin 
(Osborne) who will be heading 
to Columbus, Ohio in August 
for the North American In-
spectors' Championship 
(NAIC) representing Ontario. 
Samantha competed this 
month at the Provincial In-
spectors’ Competition and 
finished first earning her a spot 
at the North American compe-
tition. Samantha will be the 
second female officer in On-
tario's 25 year history heading 
to NAIC with the last one oc-
curring 17 years ago. Good 
luck, Sam!  

As of Friday, July 20, Geor-
gina’s ban on all outdoor and 
open burning fires has been 
lifted. Also, as per a Town by-
law, the use of municipal wa-
ter for watering lawns or gar-
dens, washing vehicles or fill-
ing swimming pools is only 
permitted between the hours of 
6:00 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. between May 15 
and September 30 of each 
year. An even numbered ad-
dress may use water out-
doors only on even numbered 
days of the month and an odd 
numbered address may use 
water outdoors only on odd 
numbered days.

There has been concern over 
the increasing number of cats 
that have gone missing and 
Shirley Jakonen in Pefferlaw 
believes coyotes may be re-
sponsible. She is urging cat 
owners to keep their pets in-
doors, especially in the early 
morning and evening.  
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all winter, often congregating 
over areas of open water with 
sufficient prey or where high 
deer populations are present, and 
carcasses may be found.”

The sight of two bald eagles 
feeding on the shoreline ruffled 
the feathers of some of Mr. 
Brown’s neighbours, who were 
worried about the safety of their 
pets.

But Jolanta Kowalski, a 
spokesperson for the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Forestry, 
said residents shouldn’t be 
concerned.

“It is rare for a bald eagle to go 
after domestic pets. Golden eagles 
are much more predatory, but both 
species do a lot of scavenging 
of carcasses, particularly in the 
winter,” she said.

“You often see them in an area 
where waterfowl congregate 

around open water. They hunt 
ducks, geese, gulls and other 
waterbirds. But often take 
weakened, sick or injured birds.”

Mr. Brown, who, after retiring 
two years ago, moved to Jackson’s 
Point from Toronto with his wife 
Debbie, said the bald eagles 
would feature prominently in 
next year’s calendar.

He’s also an amateur 
watercolourist and plans to paint 
one of the majestic birds.

“I’m doing more painting 
and taking more pictures. So, 
I combine the two. If I’ve got a 
nice photograph, I paint it,” Mr. 
Brown said.

“It’s beautiful living along the 
lake. It’s been great for my wife 
and I because we both enjoy 
having nature right beside our 
back door.”

PAIR OF BALD EAGLES FEEDING: PHOTO GRANT BROWN
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How to stay healthier, happier 
& engaged during a lockdown

As we begin 2021 in our 
current pandemic pause, we can 
take the time to reflect on ways 
to pursue health and fitness goals, 
learn new skills and enhance 
spirituality.

While many of us enjoy 
the camaraderie of in-person 
continuing education, since we 
are mostly home-bound, there 
are still many online course 
options available.

You can explore virtual 
learning in Ontario through the 
website www.studyonline.ca. 
The office is located within The 
Learning Centre for Georgina in 
Keswick, but due to COVID-19 
they’re happy to provide 
information and support by 
phone, email or Zoom.

The Town of Georgina is 

launching a new range of 
courses through online recreation 
programming. Some courses 
are free, and others have 
nominal fees. Visit georgina.ca/
recreation to register.

The line-up includes 
everything from cake decorating 
to animation for cartoons and 
gaming. There are perennial 
favourites like cooking classes 
and photography workshops, and 
craft-making instruction for wind 
chimes and walking sticks.

There’s also a unique new 
offering called Black Saturday 
School for youth, where 
participants explore Black 
History in a safe, co-creative and 
fun space.

Seeking more support for 
body and soul? There are a 

By TINE NOVOTNY

ONLINE COOKING CLASS: ADOBE STOCK
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CHEF AMY SYMINGTON

number of meditation and yoga 
teachers in Georgina, such 
as Ashley Drysdale of Devi 
Healing in Jackson’s Point. She 
has taken her Gathering of the 
Goddesses online on the fourth 
Friday of every month.

Georgina has a variety of gyms 
such as 24/7 NRG Fitness in 
Keswick. Owner and personal 
trainer Robin Smith has created 
an app to access membership 
options and classes on digital 
platforms.

Did you participate in Sober 
January this year? The Canadian 
Cancer Society has come up with 
its own Dry February campaign, 
which is both a fundraiser and 
public health promotion. Sign 
up and get those sponsorships 
going: www.dryfeb.ca.

If you want to support local 
restaurants this (pandemically 
different) Valentine’s Day, 
use yelp.ca to check out 
independent purveyors.

There are numerous vegetarian 
options, but if you’re ready to 
take the leap to cooking your 
own vegan meals, order The 
Long Table Cookbook by Chef 
Amy Symington.

Symington grew up on a 
family farm in Ontario, where 
the dinner table was always filled 
with relatives, friends and other 
visitors enjoying fresh, home-
cooked meals.

Symington is a professor at 
George Brown College, and is 
the culinary nutrition program 

coordinator at Gilda’s Club 
Greater Toronto, a non-profit 
organization supporting those 
whose lives have been touched 
by cancer.

Symington lost her own 
mother to breast cancer, and 
she’s donating 100 percent of the 
royalties from her cookbook to 
support Gilda’s Club.

Although it will still be a 
while before we can reap the 
emotional and social benefits of 
sitting together at a communal 
table, you’ll be amazed at how 
delicious Symington’s vegan 
recipes taste.

Be ready to wow your own 
circles with healthy dishes for a 
new and improved 2021!
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