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Local schools to reopen February 18

Non-essential retailers will be allowed to 
reopen on February 22, after the provincial 
stay-at-home order lifts and York Region 
is allowed to move back to either the grey 
“lockdown” or red “control” stage.

However, any change remains conditional 
on COVID-19 case counts and the spread of 
variants.

“This is not a reopening or a return to 
normal, it’s an acknowledgment that we are 
making steady progress,” Christine Elliott, 
Ontario’s Minister of Health, said.

“We are taking a cautious approach to 
returning to the framework. If a region 
experiences a rapid acceleration in COVID 
transmissions, or if the health care system 
becomes overwhelmed, a new emergency 
brake can be implemented.”

The provincial announcement, delivered at 
a press conference on February 8, occurred 
after thousands of letters were sent to Premier 
Doug Ford’s office, urging him to reopen 
businesses.

“For those business owners who are 
struggling, I want you to know we listened,” 
Premier Doug Ford said.

“We’ve been working day and night to 
find every possible way to safely allow more 
businesses to reopen. And now we are taking 
decisive action.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Non-essential retailers set to reopen on February 22
By MIKE ANDERSON

Aprille Kearsey, a resident of Jackson’s 
Point, said her daughter Ava is excited to head 
back to school to finish senior kindergarten.

“She misses her teacher and friends and 
getting out of the house,” Ms. Kearsey said.

By  MICHELLE POIRIER

While most parents are happy that schools 
will reopen for in-person learning on 
February 16, some are concerned about the 
new COVID-19 variants and will be keeping 
their children home.
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While non-essential retailers 
will be allowed to reopen, they 
face strict restrictions, including a 
25 per cent capacity limit.

They will also need to have 
a system in place for patron 
screening.

However, the province is 
not allowing inside-dining in 
restaurants. And bars and gyms 
will remain closed for now.

Still, it’s good news for small 
retailers who have struggled 
through a second province-wide 
lockdown, which came into effect 
on December 26, and the stay-
at-home order added four weeks 
ago.

“I’m definitely looking 
forward to reopening,” said 
Alicia Dubrawski, owner of 
Pepperwood Design, a boutique 
furniture and gift store in 
Jackson’s Point.

“It’s really horrible sitting in an 
empty store waiting for people to 
come and hopefully pick up stuff. 
I’d much rather have the store 
open. We’re not going to be able 
to have too many people in the 
store, but it’s certainly better than 
zero.”

According to Ms. Dubrawski, 
the lockdowns have severely 
impacted her business, with sales 
dropping by 40 per cent in 2020.

While she tried to “pivot” by 
establishing an online store, she 
admits her sales were limited.

“It’s definitely kept us alive. 
But the only thing we sell online 
is paint. Because most of the other 
stuff that we sell, like furniture, is 
tactile. We need walk-in traffic. 
And we haven’t had that since 
before Christmas.”

Ms. Dubrawski also feels that 
small retailers, like herself, have 
been unfairly penalized.

“It’s unfair that you can go to 
Costco or Walmart, where there’s 
lots of people, that’s apparently 
safe, but it’s not safe coming into 
a store where we might have three 
people in the store. It’s just kind 
of ridiculous.”

Indeed, the province’s move 

to reopen the economy may have 
come just in time, as a recent 
survey by the Georgina Chamber 
of Commerce found that more 
than 40 per cent of its members 
had seen their businesses shrink, 
with more than 30 per cent 
reporting they had laid off staff 
during the lockdowns.

“The Georgina Chamber of 
Commerce is anxiously awaiting 
health indicators and transmission 
rates leading up to February 22 
to determine which colour York 
Region will enter into once the 
stay-at-home order ends in this 
area. Although the announcement 
includes revisions to the 
COVID-19 framework, it may 
not be enough for some sectors 
that may still be restricted from 
opening,” Jennifer Anderson, 
Executive Director, Georgina 
Chamber of Commerce, said.

“Businesses in our community 
have been hit hard over the last 
ten months. Our stages and 
shutdowns have been determined 
by overall region numbers, not 
based on what our municipality 
has been going through. Plus, 
small businesses have been 
devastated with lockdowns when 
larger competitors have been 
allowed to remain open. It’s time 
for these businesses to see the 
light at the end of the tunnel…
we are hoping for brighter days 
beginning on February 22.”
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Should the Johnston Family 
Cemetery be moved?

What’s in a memory? What’s 
the point of Remembrance 
Day? Why do we honour the 
accomplishments of people long 
dead? How do we feel the impact 
of history?

In my experience, after 66 
years of a life full of meaningful 
moments, I have found that 
when remembering something 
or someone from the distant 
past, it is always immensely 
more impactful if the memory, 
or in many cases, new revelation 
and understanding, is physically 
connected to the actual location 
in which it took place. Feeling the 
intensity of the battle of Culloden 
in Scotland would be impossible 
without standing on the moor 
where the English mowed 
down the Scottish clansmen, 
wiping out their way of life. 
Understanding the colossal 
carnage and sorrow of the battle 
at Vimy Ridge would not be 
possible without standing among 
the graves, honouring the fallen. 
For any historically significant 
event or person (family), location 
is everything. Otherwise, it might 
as well be just a story no different 
from fiction. 

For the town of Pefferlaw, 
the Johnston family cemetery 
is historically significant. 
Newcomers and current residents 
all benefit from the history it 
represents and the pioneers’ 
efforts laying there, without 
whom the town, enjoyed today, 
might not exist. The Johnston 
cemetery site is prominent on the 
streetscape of Pefferlaw, acting as 
a constant reminder of the legacy. 
It proudly displays heritage and 
perspective of longevity, which 
gives meaning to living there. 

I sit on the board of the St. 
Georges Church Cemetery in 
Jackson’s Point. In that capacity, 
I have the privilege to participate 
in the preservation of historically 
significant gravesites. I can’t help 

wondering how absurd it would 
seem to be if we decided to move 
Stephen Leacock, Mazo De 
La Roche, Alfred Chapman, or 
indeed the Sibbald family from 
their “final resting place”?

Not only as an affront to 
historical significance would it 
seem absurd, but because when 
they were laid to rest, they likely 
knew where that site would be 
and that they would actually be 
“at rest” for all time. It is also 
likely that such words as “final 
resting place” would have been 
uttered by the family, loved 
ones, and the faith’s local pastor 
or minister. These are not just 
words. They are the commitment 
of the living to honour the dead 
and respect their memory so that 
their lives and accomplishments 
are not forgotten. Also so that we 
can connect with them, standing 
before them, their bodies beneath 
the ground upon which we stand, 
and in which they understood 
they would always be. 

Why have graveyards at all 
if we cannot trust that they will 
eternally protect our remains and 
memory?

What’s in a memory? It is 
nothing more than a story if we 
don’t preserve it and honour our 
reverence. 

I urge all concerned to 
consider the irreverence of 
moving the Johnston Cemetery 
as an assault, perhaps even a 
crime against the integrity of 
our moral responsibility and 
our commitment to upholding 
promises of the past.

Daryl J B Urquhart
Jackson’s Point

Editor’s Note: 
Email Ontario’s Burial Registrar 
(nancy.watkins@ontario.ca) with 
your comments re: the Johnston 
Family Cemetery during the 
45-day public comment period,  
which ends March 10
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Local fish hut operators brace 
for challenging season
By EWA CHWOJKO-SRAWLEY

PAUL GILES 

As soon as Lake Simcoe 
freezes, a small ‘town’ of 
colourful tents and ice huts 
appears along its 240-kilometre 
shoreline. Every winter, 
thousands of people flock to 
these shores to participate in the 
hugely popular winter activity 
that is ice fishing. 

But 2021 is shaping up to be 
very different. In previous years, 
the only worry was the weather: 
when will the lake freeze? When 
can we get out and drill our 
fishing hole? 

This year new COVID-19 
restrictions are having a 
significant impact on local fish 
hut operators, eliminating much 
of their traditional clientele, 
especially out-of-towners. 

“There are new restrictions on 
the rental of ice huts,” said Jolanta 
Kowalski, a spokesperson for the 
Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry (MNRF). “Ice huts 
may only be rented to a person if 
members of the same household 
will only use the hut, and the hut 
will not be used overnight.”

The COVID restrictions also 
apply to private hut owners. 

“Ice fishing huts should be 
treated the same as indoor 
gatherings and only be used 
with other members of your 
household,” Ms. Kowalski said. 

However, “if the person owns 
their own ice hut, they can stay in 
it overnight.” 

“Everything is up in the air,” 
said Helen Kucharchuk, owner 
of Pefferlaw Fish Huts and 
Peninsula Resort, who has been 
in business for over 50 years. 

“I cannot accept reservations 
until the lockdown is lifted, 
hopefully on February 22. If it’s 
extended much longer, the ice 
fishing season will be over.” 

Ms. Kucharchuk, who also 
provides accommodation for 
the out-of-towners, is already 
counting her losses. 

All the American fishermen 
who used to stay at her motel 
have cancelled. 

“Why would they pay for 
lodgings when the border guards 
may not even allow them into the 
country?”

Paul Giles, who owns Paul’s 
Fish Huts in Pefferlaw, estimates 
that his business is down at least 
75 per cent this season. 

“I’m only running six houses 
right now, I usually run 10 to 
12. I just did it because all my 
good customers, you know, all 
the families I deal with, I want to 
keep happy,” he said. 

“Everybody’s got to be from 
the same household. So buddies 
and people who work together 
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can’t go ice fishing.” 
“The season is so short, it’s 

almost a waste. The bait we 
put our money out for, we’ll be 
dumping back in the lake. But at 
least the lake will get a bit of a 
break. So the fish population will 
thrive and hopefully it will be 
better next year.”

While some hut operators, like 
Mr. Giles, are holding out, others 
have decided to pack it in for the 
season. 

Popular among the locals and 
the visitors is Hank Heynik Fish 
Huts in Jackson’s Point – but it is 
not operating this season. 

Nor is First Nation Cultural 
Tours, operated by Jacob Charles 
from Georgina Island. 

“Visitors are not allowed 
to travel to the island due to 
COVID-19 restrictions,” he says, 
“so I had to close my business. 
In addition to organizing 
fishing expeditions, I provided 
accommodation. This is not 

possible now.”
The new COVID-19 

restrictions have also meant 
difficulties for the organizers 
of popular fishing tournaments, 
which traditionally support local 
charities. 

The popular Lake Simcoe 
Championship Ice Fishing 
Derby, which raised a record 
$70,000 for Canadian Tire’s 
Jumpstart charity last year, will 
not go ahead this season. 

It seems this year’s ice fishing 
season is ‘all up in the air’ – a 
phrase everyone keeps repeating. 

However, among all of the 
uncertainties, one thing is for 
sure. As soon as possible, local 
enthusiasts of this popular 
Canadian winter sport will be 
out there, happily isolating 
themselves on the ice. But this 
time, it may be lonely.
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York Region opens free 
COVID-19 isolation centre
By MIKE ANDERSON

York Region has opened a free 
COVID-19 Voluntary Isolation 
Centre for residents who can’t 
self-isolate safely from others in 
their household.

The centre is available for 
anyone who is waiting for 
their COVID-19 test results; is 
COVID-19 positive or likely 
COVID-19 positive; or is a close 
contacts of a positive case. 

According to Dr. Karim Kurji, 
York Region’s Medical Officer of 
Health, 70 per cent of infections 
result from close contacts 
within households, and that 
larger households are now being 
affected. 

“The pattern has changed in 
York Region in that we started 
seeing larger households getting 
infected. So, in one instance, we 
had 12 people in a household, 
and nine of them got infected. 
And, we thought that maybe the 
pattern has changed and that it 
would be useful to have one of 
these isolation centres for us,” Dr. 
Kurji said. 

“It’s very difficult to self 
-isolate properly in a home 
situation. Unfortunately, by the 
time the results are known, the 
transmission might have already 
occurred to family members. So 
that’s the biggest negative. And, 
then if you live in a household, 
you are going to have droplets in 
various places, and there is the 
problem of maintaining physical 
distancing and wearing masks.”

The move also follows a 
recent increase in the number of 
confirmed cases of the B.1.1.7 
variant (U.K. variant) in York 
Region, which is reportedly 56 
per cent more transmissible. 

There are now 99 confirmed 
variant cases in York Region, 
including 20 U.K variant cases. 

Six variant cases have been 
identified in Georgina to date, 

with three being confirmed as the 
U.K. variant. 

According to public health, 
none of the variant cases have 
been hospitalized, and there have 
been no fatalities. 

While the isolation centre 
was planned before the onset of 
variant cases, Dr. Kurji urges 
those infected with a variant to 
self-isolate at the centre. 

“Given that the variant is 
much more transmissible, we are 
persuading them, if they wish to 
isolate there, that it will be better 
for them,” he said.

“We are trying to promote it 
quite aggressively because we 
want the community to make 
use of this facility because we 
truly believe that we can reduce 
the transmission due to close 
contexts within the household.”

The Centre, located in southern 
York Region, is a converted hotel 
with a 280-bed capacity. The 
exact location has not been made 
public to protect the privacy of its 
guests. 

Operated by the Canadian Red 
Cross and funded by the federal 
government, it is one of several 
isolation centres being set up in 
hots spots across the province. 

According to Dr. Kurji, anyone 
testing positive will be contacted 
by public health and encouraged 
to self-isolate at the new isolation 
centre. 

He also said the province is 
providing financial supports to 
help residents deal with the costs.

“Some people may not actually 
be able to self-isolate because 
of financial reasons. So, now 
they can be potentially assisted, 
depending on the eligibility 
criteria,” he said. 

According to Dr. Kurji, 
eligibility for “wrap-around 
supports,’ include assistance with 
rent, utilities and food, would 
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be determined by social service 
agencies.

For more information on how 
to book a stay, residents should 
contact Access York (email: 
AccessYork@york.ca; TTY 
1-866-512-6228). There is also 
information available on the 
Region’s website: www.york.ca/
isolationcentre. 

The facility offers free 
parking, and for those without 
access to a vehicle, free private 

transportation can be arranged. 
While the centre was intended 

to service hot spots like Markham 
and Richmond Hill, Dr. Kurji 
urges Georgina residents to 
consider self-isolating at the new 
facility. 

“It’s actually for any resident 
in York Region. Anybody can go, 
so we would urge people in the 
other areas to call Access York or 
get in touch with us. We want this 
facility to be used properly.”
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SCHOOLS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“Online learning has been 
going okay for Ava, and the 
teachers put in a lot of effort to 
keep students engaged, but with 
their schedule at home and Ava 
not being able to stay focused 
or use Google classroom on 
her own, they haven’t been as 
involved as they would like,” Ms. 
Kearsey said

“Of course, there is a bit of 
worry sending her back, but no 
hesitation. There does not seem 
to be many cases in our area, 
especially not in kids, and bottom 
line, we feel she needs to be back 
in school for full-time education 
and social stimulation. Being an 
only child, she has spent almost 
no time with kids her own age 
this last year,” she said.

She said the school has been 
sending information and updates 
and that teachers have always 
been accessible by phone or 
email. And, with the new safety 
measures, she’s confident her 
daughter will be fine.

“I think making all kids, even 
the lower grades, wear masks is 
crucial—something they should 
have been doing before. I am glad 
they are doing it now,” she said.

Under the reopening, YRDSB 
and YCDSB schools must 
follow new provincial health and 
safety measures requiring that 
masks must be worn in-class in 
grades one to three, a previous 
requirement for grades four to 12.

Although masks are still not 
mandatory in kindergarten, 
students are strongly encouraged 
to wear them.

However, for all other grades, 
masks are now required outdoors, 
including during recess and in all 
common areas. Students will also 
be discouraged from congregating 
before and after school.

Public Health is also now 
recommending that students 
wear three-layer masks following 
the Public Health Agency of 
Canada’s recommendation.

New screening measures will 
also be required for all school 

staff, secondary students and 
visitors. However, there are no 
details yet regarding what these 
measures will be, as the ministry 
is still finalizing the information, 
Cynthia Cordova, YRDSB Board 
Chair & Georgina’s School 
Trustee, said.

Ms. Cordova believes schools 
reopening will be good for 
students struggling without face-
to-face learning and those dealing 
with poor mental health.

She also said schools reopening 
would also help parents who need 
to go back to work.

Heather St. Amant-Salvati has 
decided not to send her daughter, 
Chloe, back to Our Lady of 
the Lake Catholic Academy in 
Keswick to finish grade 10.

“Chloe is going to stay at home 
and not return to any in-school 
learning,” she said.

“With a new variant and 
Chloe’s anxiety, she is doing well 
just staying at home and keeping 
in contact with friends over Zoom 
chats.”

Ms. St. Amant-Salvati said 
while online learning has been 
going well for Chloe, she thinks 
it is easier for secondary students 
than elementary students.

For instance, her sister 
struggles to work from home with 
three young children in online 
schooling and will be sending 
them back to in-person classes.

Whether students are learning 
from home or in-person, Ms. 
Cordova said parents need to 
reassure their children that 
everything will be okay.

“Their mental health needs to 
be looked at first and foremost, 
and the schooling will come. I 
think everybody is in the same 
boat, and that includes our staff 
because they’re still learning 
and, you know, it’s another year 
of challenges, and I think we’re 
going to all be okay. It’s just a 
matter of consistently looking 
after our well being,” she said.
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Mealshare and A&W Canada  
to help end youth hunger
By MICHELLE POIRIER

Mealshare, a social enterprise 
that connects local restaurants 
with local charities, has partnered 
with A&W Canada to provide 
meals to youth struggling with 
hunger.

The partnership started 
on February 1, and will 
run indefinitely, Joe Kotze, 
Toronto Community Leader for 
Mealshare, said.

All A&W locations across 
Canada are participating, and 
80 per cent of the money raised 
through the Keswick location 
will support the St. Alban’s Boys 
and Girls Club, which is an after-
school program run through Lake 
Simcoe Public School.

The other 20 per cent raised 
will go to Save the Children.

Mr. Kotze said they are hoping 
to provide over 1,000 meals 
through the Keswick location in 
2021.

To participate, customers can 
order a Cheddar Bacon Uncle 
Burger Combo from A&W on 
“Mealshare Mondays,” or they 
can “Make it a Mealshare” by 
adding $1.00 to their order the 
rest of the week, which will 
provide one meal to a youth in 
need.

Mealshare has provided 
over 3.8 million meals to 

Canadian youth since they 
started with their buy-one-give-
one model, where Canadians 
purchase a Mealshare item from 
participating restaurants, and one 
meal is donated to a child.

“Local franchisees from coast 
to coast are excited to be a part 
of this program because they’ve 
seen first-hand the needs in their 
communities and how these 
programs can provide immediate 
benefit and support,” said Susan 
Senecal, Chief Executive Officer 
at A&W Canada, in a media 
release.

Mr. Kotze said that COVID-19 
has significantly affected 
Mealshare, as many of the 
restaurants they partner with 
have been closed permanently or 
temporarily due to the pandemic.

“A&W was kind of a lifesaver 
for us, they have been an industry 
leader when it comes to green 
initiatives, like reusable straws 
and Beyond Meat Burgers, and 
so, the partnership is actually 
something we’ve been working 
on with them for a couple of 
years,” he said.

They are hopeful they will now 
be able to provide more meals 
than ever this year as this is their 
largest partnership, he said.

KEWSICK A&W 2019
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Why a pandemic can’t stop the 
mighty butter tart
By EWA CHWOJKO-SRAWLEY

Opening a new business during 
a pandemic is not for the faint of 
heart.

But if your business is baking 
mouth-watering, gourmet butter 
tarts, half the battle is already 
won.

Maureen Beggs’ micro-bakery 
Moetarts, at 132 High St in 
Sutton, is expanding rapidly, 
with customers scooping up her 
butter tarts faster than she can 
bake them.

But, like many success stories, 
this one was borne out of a crisis.

When COVID-19 caused 
the Wilfred Community Hall’s 
closure, Ms. Beggs was left 
without a commercial kitchen to 
bake her tarts.

On top of this, the local 
farmers’ markets, where she used 
to sell her tarts, were cancelled.

Ms. Beggs considered closing 
down her business after four 
years of operation.

“COVID forced my hand,” she 
said. “I had to fold the business 
or jump into the unknown.”

Pushed by her son to take a 
risk, she asked local chef and 
businesswoman Cori Doern for 

advice. That’s how the idea was 
born for a storefront location on 
High St.

At first, she just kept baking, 
eager to fulfill orders she 
had received from her loyal 
customers. But then the word 
spread, and new customers began 
to beat a path to her door.

At one point, she was waking 
up at 4 a.m. each morning, 
preparing pastry and baking all 
day.

She was working alone, 
with occasional help from her 
husband, Rob, who had to take 
time off from his job to help.

After almost burning out, Ms. 
Beggs had to scale things back 
a bit. But she still works long 
hours.

“I am grateful beyond words to 
the people in Georgina for their 
overwhelming support,” she said.

“Those who remembered 
me from farmers’ markets kept 
calling, asking when I would be 
baking again. They were telling 
me ‘don’t throw in the towel!’”

Ms. Beggs bakes classic butter 
tarts, plain, raisin and pecan, but 
her signature series, Skor and 

FRESH BUTTER TARTS
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MOETARTS, 132 HIGH ST

MAUREEN BEGGS

coconut, are also a big hit with 
butter tart lovers.

When asked what’s the secret 
ingredient that makes her tarts so 
irresistible is, she replies tongue 
in cheek that it is the amount of 
work and passion she puts into 
her baking.

She makes her tarts from 
scratch; she doesn’t use any food 
processors, and she rolls her 
pastry by hand. Labour intensive, 
for sure, but the results are 
amazing.

So amazing that she has 
already been asked to bake for 
supermarkets.

However, according to Ms. 
Beggs, that’s not part of the 
plan. She is going to stick to her 
‘old school’ ways and focus on 
quality.

Encouraged by an enthusiastic 
response and rave reviews by 
culinary experts, Ms. Beggs 
dreams about expanding her 
offerings by including cookies, 

bars and other tasty treats.
For now, she is happy that 

the bakery is finally open, and 
the aroma of fresh tarts wafting 
from the front door of Moetarts 
brings in new patrons every day 
— albeit one person at a time, 
thanks to COVID capacity limits.

To order Ms. Beggs’ butter tarts 
and cookies online, visit www.
moetarts.com.
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CLASSIFIED
Debra, I can’t see not spending the rest of my life 

with you. I love you. Happy Valentine’s Day, Allyn


