
HOT, HOT, HOT!
It may be cold outside, but the real estate market is HOT! 
The inventory on houses/properties for sale is low and 
therefore driving sales prices to all time highs. If you are 
looking to sell your home or are just curious to see what 
the market would bear for a sale price, CALL US! We have 
qualified buyers looking for fixer uppers to model homes. 
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fined for various violations since inspections 
began in early January.

Dr. Bob Pike, owner of Pike Chiropractic 
Healing Centre, located at 204 Simcoe Ave in 
Keswick, said he felt “ambushed” after being 

Keswick chiropractor vows to fight fine

Yorkworks Employment Services, which 
provided free employment counselling to 
local residents for more than 20 years, will 
permanently close its locations in Sutton and 
Stouffville on March 31.

The agency, operated by the York Region 
District School Board (YRDSB), assisted 
unemployed and underemployed clients 
to transition back to the job market. It also 
helped local employers with hiring and 
retaining skilled workers.

The Sutton office, located at 20887 
Dalton Rd. in the Somerset Square Plaza, 
also provided a variety of no-cost training 
courses, including customer service and retail 
training, computer skills training, as well as 
occupational health and safety training.

Licinio Miguelo, Senior Manager, 
Corporate Communications, YRDSB, said 
that the board was forced to close the two 
locations because the Ministry of Labour had 
withdrawn its funding.

“The YorkWorks program is funded by the 
Ministry of Labour and the school board has 
been operating two of the nine sites across 
the region. Reductions in funding of the 
program from the Ministry have it made so 
that the school board cannot continue to run 
the two sites, the other sites will continue to 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

DR. BOB PIKE

By MIKE ANDERSON

Yorkworks Employment Services closes Sutton location
By MIKE ANDERSON

Town of Georgina bylaw officers continue 
to ticket local small business owners for 
breaking COVID-19 rules under Ontario’s 
Reopening Act.

Ten businesses have been charged and 
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YORKWORKS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

be operational,” Mr. Miguelo said 
in a statement to The Post.

However, according to Mr. 
Miguelo, staff at the two locations 
will not lose their jobs.

“The staff at the two sites run 
by the YRDSB will be absorbed 
and hired by the board,” he said.

The news has left many in 
the community questioning the 
timing of the closures.

They follow a recent survey 
of 113 local businesses by the 
Georgina Chamber of Commerce, 
which found that more than 30 
per cent of business owners had 
laid off staff due to the pandemic.

“This is disappointing to 
learn, and I am sorry to see this 
resource leave our community. 
Employment counselling is an 
important service to have at 
any time, particularly during a 
pandemic when so many have 
been impacted,” said Mayor 
Margaret Quirk in an email to 
The Post.

“The Town will be reaching 
out to the province and the school 
board, to learn more about this 
announcement, and to inquire 
about alternate plans for residents 
to continue to receive this type of 
support.”

SUTTON OFFICE

CLOSURE SIGN



Speak to our knowledgeable 
and certified staff about our  
extensive selection of food, 

treats and supplies

905-722-7600 
20887 Dalton Road Sutton
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While many of us breathed 
a sigh of relief as retired Gen. 
Rick Hiller announced the details 
of Ontario’s vaccine roll-out 
for residents aged 60 and older 
on February 24, it did little to 
diminish last week’s bad news 
that public health won’t open a 
vaccination clinic at Keswick’s 
Ice Palace until April. 

During a special meeting 
held at York Region Council 
on February 18, public health 
officials from York Region’s 
COVID-19 Vaccine Taskforce 
outlined their plan for the roll-out, 
which includes opening seven 
vaccination clinics, located in 
southern York Region, in March.  
The goal is to vaccinate 70 per 
cent of the region’s 1.2 million 
population by September. 

While the Ice Palace is slated 
to be added to the list of clinics, 
it will not be operational until 
April. Mayor Margaret Quirk 
requested that public health 
consider opening it in March, at 
the same time as the other clinics, 
but the request seemed to fall on 
deaf ears.

“Our CAO and staff have been 
working very closely with the 
vaccine task force, and we’re 
ready to go,” said Mayor Quirk. 
“And it concerns me when I see 
the Ice Palace is listed in April 
to open. And I know it depends 
on the supply of vaccines, but as 
this is the only one in the northern 
area, there will be questions. Why 
are we not opened at the same 
time as the ones in the southern 
area?” 

According to Dr. Karim 
Kurji, York’s Medical Officer 
of Health, Georgina will have 
to wait its turn. “The province 
expects us to sequence the 
delivery in accordance with 
the highest priority areas,” said 
Dr. Kurji. “And if you look at 
the case distributions, you will 
see that most of those seem to 
be concentrated in Vaughan, 
Markha and Richmond Hill. So, 

Waiting for the jab
that is where we are likely to 
have the greatest effect in terms 
of reducing hospitalizations and 
deaths.” However, Dr. Kurji said 
Georgina residents can access the 
two sites in Newmarket, located 
at the Ray Twinney Recreation 
Complex and the York Region 
Administrative Centre. There 
is no residency requirement to 
book an appointment, as long as 
you fit into the correct category. 
Residents will be able to book 
those appointments online once 
they register on the provincial 
website or through a call centre. 
The online booking system and 
service desk will go live on 
March 15. 

York Region Chairman and 
CEO Wayne Emmerson tried 
to assuage fears that northern 
communities will not get 
vaccines. “If we get a million 
doses, you will all get it in your 
municipalities; I promise you that. 
But the province needs to give us 
the vaccine to administer. We are 
not trying to cut out Georgina or 
East Gwillimbury,” he said.

Here’s a look at who can be 
vaccinated during Phase 2, the 
April to July timeline issued by 
the province, which is dependent 
on the availability of vaccines:
•  Older adults, beginning 

with those 79 years of age 
and decreasing in five-year 
increments.

•  People who work in high-risk 
congregate settings.

•  Frontline essential workers, 
including first responders, 
education workers and the food 
processing industry,

•   Individuals with high-risk 
chronic conditions and their 
caregivers.

•  Other populations and 
communites facing barriers 
related to the determinants of 
health across Ontario who are at 
great COVID-19 risk.
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issued an $880 fine on February 
4 for not having a COVID-19 
safety plan.

The Reopening Act states all 
businesses operating during a 
lockdown, including chiropractic 
clinics, must have a written safety 
plan, which outlines the measures 
taken to prevent the transmission 
of COVID-19.

Business owners must post 
the safety plan in a place where 
customers can easily see it. And it 
must be made available to anyone 
who requests it.

The provincial website states 
that “during an inspection…an 
inspector or compliance officer 
could ask whether you have 
developed a safety plan and may 
ask to see it.”

According to Dr. Pike, he was 
already following COVID-19 
guidelines provided by the 
College of Chiropractors of 
Ontario (CCO) and was not aware 
of the provincial requirement to 
post a safety plan.

“I had everything on my door, 
including the requirement to wash 
your hands before you come in. 
I had all my tables and chairs 
spaced. I had done everything 
I needed to do as a business 
person under the responsibilities 
that I have to the College of 
Chiropractors,” he said.

Dr. Pike said the bylaw officer 
entered his office unannounced 
while he was with a client and 
demanded to see his safety plan.

He also said the bylaw officer 
failed to notify him that she was 
acting on a complaint regarding 
his work premises.

“The Town was unprofessional 
in not telling me there had been 
a complaint against me, and they 
were disrespectful in walking 
into my office in the middle of a 
business day,” he said.

“I felt I was under attack. And 
that’s not the way I want to feel 
in my town. Believe me, if I were 
20 years younger, I’d be leaving 
Georgina.”

Dr. Pike also said the bylaw 

officer failed to exercise 
discretion, issuing a ticket 
without giving a warning.

“There was no warning. Zero 
warning,” he said.

“They had an agenda. Within 
a couple of minutes, they 
announced they might have to 
ticket me.”

Dr. Pike said after he got the 
ticket, he checked his computer 
but did not find any emails from 
the Town regarding a safety plan.

However, he acknowledges he 
did miss a reminder email from 
the Upper Keswick BIA, sent on 
February 1.

Dr. Pike said it was an honest 
mistake because the BIA’s new 
secretary sent the email—the 
regular secretary had recently 
resigned—and he didn’t 
recognize her name.

Still, Dr. Pike believes the 
Town should have contacted him 
directly and needs to do a better 
job informing local businesses 
about their responsibilities under 
the Act.

“The Town has a choice. It 
can use the excuse that they are 
following orders, and it’s not a 
Town problem. But the Town has 
a responsibility to the community. 
And I feel they are behaving 
inappropriately and treating me 
and others unfairly.”

Dr. Pike plans to fight the ticket 
in court and has a warning to 
local elected officials.

“There are ways of handling 
people in power who are over-
reaching. They can be voted 
out. I don’t imagine that the next 
election is going to be very kind 
to anyone who’s associated with 
the suppression of small business 
during a pandemic.”

The Post asked the Town for 
comment. But Municipal Law 
Enforcement does not release 
facts related to any specific 
charges and cannot provide 
further comment while the 
matters are going through the 
legal process.
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The Stephen Leacock Theatre 
of Performing Arts in Keswick 
is doing what it can to keep the 
community engaged during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, including 
livestreaming concerts. 

Royal Wood, a Juno Award-
nominated Canadian singer-
songwriter, will perform on 
March 12 at 8:00 p.m., and 
Whitehorse, a Juno Award-
winning Canadian folk-rock 
band, will perform on May 8 at 
8:00 p.m. 

The performances will take 
place at the Oakville Centre for 
the Performing Arts and will be 
available through livestreaming 
thanks to the Stephen Leacock 
Theatre’s partnership with 
Ontario Presents, a network 
that provides opportunities 
and resources to presenting 
organizations in Ontario. 

The Oakville Centre “is 
sharing their livestream events to 
provide a further reach to support 
Canadian talent, provide cultural 
opportunities and enable local 
theatres to engage with their 
community. We are grateful to 
be able to extend these events to 
the Georgina community,” Jodi 
Pridham, Manager of Client and 
Cultural Services for the Town of 

Georgina, said in an email. 
Ms. Pridham said, as a 

result of COVID-19 and the 
ongoing restrictions, presenting 
organizations and artists have 
been severely impacted, but that 
their staff are working to see 
what they can provide to the 
community. 

The Town of Georgina has 
posted a survey for residents 
to take to determine what the 
community would like to see 
from the theatre. 

“We are excited to engage with 
the community to learn what type 
of cultural experiences would be 
most preferred and to build an 
open communication link with 
our future patrons,” she said. 

“It is important to build strong 
relationships in the presenting 
community. The livestream 
events and our survey are 
anticipated to provide valuable 
information to bring us one 
step closer to building a strong 
cultural community.” 

To complete the survey and 
to buy tickets for the livestream 
performances, you can visit 
www.stephenleacocktheatre.ca. 
Tickets are $20.00, and you can 
use the pre-sale code: Georgina. 

Stephen Leacock Theatre to  
livestream Canadian artists
By MICHELLE POIRIER

ROYAL WOOD
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CGIFN to expand drone project
By MIKE ANDERSON

A drone-delivery pilot project, 
which provides contact-free 
delivery of personal protective 
equipment (PPE) and COVID-19 
testing supplies to the Chippewas 
of Georgina Island First Nation 
(CGIFN), could be expanded to 
deliver non-medical supplies, 
including everyday items 
like health-care products and 
groceries.

The pilot project, which 
started last summer, is operated 
by Drone Delivery Canada and 
funded by Indigenous Services 
Canada (ISC) in partnership with 
CGIFN, Air Canada Cargo and 
the Pontiac Group.

Daily test flights from Virginia 
Beach Marina to Georgina Island, 
even in inclement weather, have 
shown that drone technology 
can successfully supply remote 
Indigenous communities with 
essential medical supplies, 
including insulin.

With Sparrow drone flights 
taking less than five minutes to 
complete, the pilot project has 
gained support from many of the 
band’s elders, who remember a 
time when access to life-saving 
medicines was not always a 
given.

“Once as a child I was 
very ill with pneumonia, my 
uncle Stewart McCue took my 

grandfather’s hand sleigh and 
walked to Sibbald’s Point where 
he met Dr. Noble,” said Susan 
Hoeg, a Band Elder. “Stewart 
then pulled the doctor over the 
ice to the island with the much-
needed penicillin. With the 
arrival of the drone project, the 
Sparrow will be able to delivery 
medications to our community 
when crossing becomes 
difficult.” 

Lorna Fitzpatrick, who has 
been the island’s Community 
Health Nurse for more than 20 
years, said she’s happy that there 
is a rapid, contact-free way to 
get PPE and testing supplies to 
the island, especially during a 
lockdown.

But she said there are still some 
kinks to work out, including the 
logistics of getting swabs to labs 
for testing.

Still, she can see the how a 
drone-delivery service could 
help more remote northern 
communities.

“It would be very useful for 
them, because they don’t always 
have regular flights in. And if it 
was up North, the drone flights 
would probably go directly to the 
hospital. So, it would be possible 
to send swabs for testing,” she 
said.

With the pilot project set to run 

OPERATOR LOADING DRONE



   02.24.2021  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM    7 n

through 2021, the Band Council 
is now looking at other uses for 
the drones.

“It really had a medical 
focus at the beginning and 
now there are other ideas being 
considered,” Dylan Big Canoe, 
Communications Coordinator 
for CGIFN, said.

“The main focus was to avoid 
person-to-person contact with 
the pandemic ongoing, but 
members are excited that the 
drones could be used for other 
things.”

He said that drones could help 
supply the island during the two 
-to-three-week period in spring 
when the ice road is no longer 
safe and the ferry is still not 
operating.

“When the weather warms-up, 
testing will begin for supplies,” 
he said.

However, cargo capacities 
would probably have to be 
increased to make it feasible.

Right now, the pilot project 
is using Sparrow drones, which 
have a cargo capacity of just 4.5 
kgs (10lbs).

However, according to 
Michael Zahra, CEO of Drone 
Delivery Canada, the Sparrow 
could be replaced with either the 
Robin, which has a maximum 
11.5 kg payload, or the Condor, 

SPARROW DRONE
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The Lake Simcoe Protection 
Plan (LSPP), considered by many 
to be best-in-class environmental 
legislation and a model for 
watershed protection, is currently 
under review by Ontario’s 
Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks (MECP).

Local environmental groups, 
including the Rescue Lake Simcoe 
Coalition (RLSC), are concerned 
that the Ministry may decide to 
amend the plan by rolling back 
water quality targets and possibly 
eliminating some of the 118 
policies contained in the plan, 
including a critical phosphorus 
offset program run by the Lake 
Simcoe Region Conservation 
Authority (LSRCA).

“There’s been a lot of damage 
to environmental policies already 
done by this government. And 
there are a number of changes 
to the way planning works,” 
said RLSC Executive Director 
Claire Malcolmson, who cites 
the province’s recent use of 
Ministerial Zoning Orders 
(MZOs) to bypass environmental 
protections and fast-track 
development.

“We’re really worried about 
the impact of urban sprawl. 
Development does have a 
negative impact on watershed 
health. We have more of an 
uphill challenge because of those 
planning tools that have been 
changed.”

As part of the review process, 
the Ministry wants the public to 
complete an online survey on the 
provincial website, which will 
close on March 3.

However, Ms. Malcolmson 
said just completing the survey is 
not enough. She wants residents 
to reach out directly to their local 
MPPs with their concerns.

“I think it’s important that 
people tell the province what 

their priorities are, or simply to 
say ‘I really value Lake Simcoe, 
and I expect you to do everything 
in your power to protect its 
health.’ That’s the most important 
thing. The survey is not the most 
important thing,” she said.

“We would like people 
to go to our website (www.
rescuelakesimcoe.org) and sign 
our petition, which is quite 
specific and states we want to 
maintain the water quality targets 
in the LSPP.

The number-two thing is to 
contact their MPP. I would say 
the vast majority of politicians 
around Lake Simcoe campaign 
on protecting it, and they should 
feel the pressure from their 
constituents to do that. And that 
will motivate them at Queens 
Park to make the right decisions.”

While Ms. Malcolmson agrees 
there is a need to revise the LSPP, 
she wants it strengthened with 
provisions for penalties added.

“We don’t really want them 
to change the targets and the 
objectives of the plan. We 
really want them to focus on 
implementation. We need a very 
strategic and clear phosphorus 
reduction strategy that has some 
teeth,” she said.

“The details of how we’re 
going to lower phosphorous are 
already in the plan, but it’s a living 
document and has to be redone. I 
want it redone by individuals and 
a government that shows a firm 
commitment to understanding 
the issues and are willing to put 
some muscle into it because it’s 
heavy-lifting. It’s going to be a 
major job.”

According to the province, 
amendments to the legislation 
could be tabled later this year, after 
the province reviews feedback 
from the Ministry’s engagement 
phase, which lasted 75 days and 

Lake Simcoe Protection Plan 
faces provincial review
By MIKE ANDERSON
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TENNYSON TIDBITS 

Congratulations to MTO em-
ployee Samantha Sarasin 
(Osborne) who will be heading 
to Columbus, Ohio in August 
for the North American In-
spectors' Championship 
(NAIC) representing Ontario. 
Samantha competed this 
month at the Provincial In-
spectors’ Competition and 
finished first earning her a spot 
at the North American compe-
tition. Samantha will be the 
second female officer in On-
tario's 25 year history heading 
to NAIC with the last one oc-
curring 17 years ago. Good 
luck, Sam!  

As of Friday, July 20, Geor-
gina’s ban on all outdoor and 
open burning fires has been 
lifted. Also, as per a Town by-
law, the use of municipal wa-
ter for watering lawns or gar-
dens, washing vehicles or fill-
ing swimming pools is only 
permitted between the hours of 
6:00 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. between May 15 
and September 30 of each 
year. An even numbered ad-
dress may use water out-
doors only on even numbered 
days of the month and an odd 
numbered address may use 
water outdoors only on odd 
numbered days.

There has been concern over 
the increasing number of cats 
that have gone missing and 
Shirley Jakonen in Pefferlaw 
believes coyotes may be re-
sponsible. She is urging cat 
owners to keep their pets in-
doors, especially in the early 
morning and evening.  
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included a virtual town hall, an 
online public survey and various 
consultations with partner and 
stakeholder groups, including 
the Chippewas of Georgina 
Island First Nation (CGIFN) 
and shoreline municipalities like 
Georgina.

However, concerns have been 
raised that the 75-day engagement 
phase was rushed and didn’t 
provide adequate time for proper 
consultation.

In light of these concerns, 
Georgina Council, during 
its February 24 virtual 
session, approved a series 
of recommendations, which 
included calling on the province 
not to use MZOs to override 
the LSPP’s environmental 
protections, and not to approve 
any development that does not 
meet the “applicable standards 
targets and standards set out in 
the plan, particularly those related 
to phosphorus loading on Lake 

Simcoe.”
Ms. Malcolmson, buoyed 

by the support from most 
of Lake Simcoe’s shoreline 
municipalities, is hopeful that the 
province will listen. 

But she wants Doug Ford’s 
government to know it will be 
held accountable if the LSPP is 
weakened substantially.

“If they make a decision that is 
unpopular, then they are going to 
have to wear it,” she said.

“They should not forget that 
the Lake Simcoe Protection Act 
got unanimous, all-party support 
at Queen’s Park in 2008. It’s 
almost impossible to imagine 
that happening today. Garfield 
Dunlop, a Conservative MPP for 
Simcoe North, introduced the 
Lake Simcoe Protection Act as 
a private members’ bill the first 
time. The Conservatives initiated 
this. So I really hope this is not a 
partisan issue.”
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Pet groomers are now able to 
resume services

Pet groomers can resume 
regular grooming services after 
only performing services that 
are “strictly necessary” as York 
Region returns to the Red zone. 

Groomers were shut down 
during the State of Emergency. 
But they were allowed to 
reopen on February 4 after the 
Ontario government announced 

By MICHELLE POIRIER

GROOMING BY THE LAKE
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BLOW DRY

they could provide services 
“necessary to prevent an animal 
from requiring foreseeable and 
reasonably imminent veterinary 
care,” or services required from 
an order of the Provincial Animal 
Welfare Services Act.

Brandy Hartford, owner of 
Grooming by the Lake in Sutton, 
said they are doing their part to 
stop the spread of COVID-19 but 
it was challenging to be closed. 

“So much of what we do is not 
purely aesthetic, it’s for the care 
and the health of animals. We’ve 
received countless phone calls 
and messages from people who 
were concerned for their pets.
People need groomers to perform 
tasks that they are unable to do 
themselves,” she said.

Necessary services include 
nail clipping, trimming of the 
fur around the eyes, pads of the 
paws and sanitary areas, cleaning 
the ears and removing severely 
matted fur. 

“All of this is to keep them 
comfortable and safe, so without 
even going down the road of 
aesthetic grooming, all of that is 
stuff we do day-to-day,” she said. 

Josi Ferrara, a groomer at 
Paws in the Bath in Keswick, 
said since they’ve reopened, they 
have had a lot of grateful clients. 

“We’ve had a lot of nail trims, 
a lot of dogs that are severely 
matted and skin issues, the poor 
puppies,” she said.

“We have a few clients who 
were, before lockdown, getting 
weekly baths because they have 

skin issues, and I was thinking 
about them the entire time.” 

Paws in the Bath are re-
booking cancelled appointments 
before they start taking new 
appointments, and Grooming 
by the Lake is working their 
way through their call-back list 
as quickly as they can; you can 
follow their social media for 
updates. 

“All groomers, myself 
included, we’re just so glad and 
thankful for everyone, all the 
clients have been so supportive, 
they’ve all been very courteous 
and very understanding of the 
restrictions, and I know we are 
all fatigued by COVID, but 
everybody has been wonderful,” 
Ms. Hartford said. 
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her customers can view her stock 
and place orders. 

The COVID-19 lockdowns 
and isolation have resulted in a 
difficult adjustment for so many 
people. But in Ms. Quiring’s case, 
it has also been the harbinger of 
opportunity for generosity and 
caring. 

No one can do everything, but 
everyone can do something.

These are more than just words 
to live by for Savanna Quiring, 
a young Pefferlaw resident and 
teacher who has made the most of 
COVID-19 lockdowns by raising 
money for Shades of Hope. 

To date, Ms. Quiring has raised 
over $5,000 for the wildlife refuge 
in Pefferlaw. She has made and 
sold hundreds of throw cushions 
with decorative word art quotes 
or seasonal greetings on them 
and she has become a recycling 
depot for bottles, cans and plastic 
wine liners—a campaign that has 
already generated $500 in just a 
couple of months. 

When she first became aware of 
Shades of Hope, she organized a 

volley ball tournament that raised 
$2,300.00. Next, she volunteered 
at the refuge and quickly realized 
how much care each patient 
required. “Every little baby 
squirrel needs to be fed every 
couple of hours. One little squirrel 
that some people wouldn’t even 
care about, takes hours and it 
needs a cage, bedding, water, 
fresh fruit and vegetables,” she 
said. “And that is a lot of money.” 

Her fundraising drives have 
received help from suppliers 
of stencils and paint. Both 
Pepperwood in Jackson’s Point 
and Muddaritaville in Bobcageon 
have helped her keep her costs 
down by donating or reducing the 
cost of supplies. She says they 
also recognize the importance of 

helping sick and injured wildlife.  
“Shades of Hope is the only 

place within so many kilometres 
that does what they do and if they 
weren’t here, nothing would be 
done for all those animals,” Ms. 
Quiring said. 

She says she wishes she had 
been a veterinarian but her 
passion for animals and love 
of art has given her an outlet to 
be creative and help animals at 
the same time. In addition to 
her support for Shades of Hope, 
Ms. Quiring has been a foster 
volunteer for feral kittens and is 
planning to stage a fundraising 
campaign for the Georgina Feral 
Cat Committee.

She has a couple of other 
fundraising ideas brewing 
involving decorative word art--
one is for door mats and the other 
is tea towels for Mother’s Day. 
Most of her marketing is done on 
Facebook and she has her own 
page at Cushions for Hope where 

PEFFERLAW
POSTINGS
By Karen Wolfe

SAVANNA QUIRING


