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Barber not sure he can stay in business 

Despite significant upgrades to the 
water treatment plant on Georgina Island, 
which were completed in December 2019, 
the Chippewas of Georgina Island First 
Nation (CGIFN) remains under a boil water 
advisory that was first issued in April 2014.

Councillor Benson Big Canoe said CGIFN 
is prepared to lift the advisory, but only if 
the First Nation receives additional funding 
from Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) to 
extend the water main to the island’s east 
side, which remains unserviced.

“The First Nation isn’t comfortable lifting 
the boil water advisory until all our members 
have access to that water,” said Coun. Big 
Canoe, who manages infrastructure projects 
for CGIFN.

While the plant upgrades, which cost 
$7 million, provide more than 200 band 
members, who live mainly on the southwest 
and north end of the island, access to safe 
drinking water, the east part of the island 
still gets its drinking water from lake lines.

Coun. Big Canoe said this affects over 30 
members in about 10 to 15 households. But 
he adds the lack of clean, safe tap water is 
also impeding future development on that 
side of the island.

More than 500 members are living off-
reserve, and he said some of them might 
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RALPH HIRMANN

CGIFN waiting for federal funding to lift boil water advisory
By MIKE ANDERSON

in his shop at a time, conducted temperature 
checks, recorded names and cell numbers, 
and continuously disinfected his barber tools, 
cape and chair, spending $400 on alcohol 
sanitizers each month.

By  MIKE ANDERSON

When Ralph Hirmann heard the news that 
he would have to close his barbershop again, 
he got angry.

After all, he thought he was doing 
everything right. He only allowed two clients 
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want to return.
“When we designed the water 

plant, we designed it for 20 
years. We didn’t just design it for 
today; we designed it for future 
growth,” Coun. Big Canoe said.

“We might have more 
residents, more households 
built. There’s a lot of people who 
own land but aren’t at the right 
time in their lives to build. And 
then some people own land that 
don’t live on reserve that might 
want to move back and have the 
opportunity to build too.”

While ISC recently approved 
$1.4 million in funding for 
repairs to the existing water 
distribution system, Coun. Big 
Canoe said an additional $5 to 
$6 million would be needed to 
extend the water main 5 km to 
service the east side.

In an email to The Post, a 
spokesperson for ISC said that 
the department is reviewing 
the First Nation’s funding 
application. However, no 
deadline for a decision was 
provided.

This concerns Coun. Big 
Canoe because any further delay 
may mean the project is not 
tendered this year.

“We were trying to shoot 
for construction this year, but 
that timeline seems a little bit 
farfetched because you need to 
tender these things in April or 
May,” he said.

“We’re trying to expedite the 
process by possibly doing the 
design. The band will cover 
the cost as long as we get a 
funding agreement that ISC will 
reimburse those costs.”

Still, Coun. Big Canoe is 
confident that the project will be 
approved.

“We have a really good 
working relationship with the 
folks from ISC that we’ve 
been working with. Things 
could be faster, but anywhere 
in government, things could be 
faster.”

“They are just as adamant 

about getting us off the boil 
water advisory as we are.”

CGIFN’s boil water advisory 
is one of 54 active advisories on 
First Nations reserves, including 
44 in Ontario, impacting 26 
communities.

While the Liberal government 
initially said it would have 
all long-term drinking water 
advisories on First Nation 
reserves lifted by March 2021, 
it has been unable to make good 
on that promise.

However, Indigenous Services 
Minister Marc Miller recently 
pledged $3.5 billion to lift the 
remaining advisories by the end 
of 2021.

Minister Miller’s renewed 
commitment follows a critical 
Auditor General of Canada 
report,  released in February 
2021, that said the federal 
government was not doing 
enough to ensure First Nations 
had access to safe drinking 
water.

“Access to safe drinking water 
is a basic human necessity. I 
don’t believe anyone would 
say that this is in any way an 
acceptable situation in Canada 
in 2021,” Auditor General Karen 
Hogan said.
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What is plan B? 
On April 9, York Region 

reported that due to a reduction 
in vaccine shipments it will 
be forced to temporarily close 
several vaccination clinics on 
April 13, including the Georgina 
Ice Palace and Canada’s 
Wonderland.  

“Regrettably, we are now 
facing an imminent and serious 
reduction in vaccines given new 
delays in the Moderna shipment 
for York Region, which was 
expected to arrive on April 12,” 
said Patrick Casey, Director of 
Corporate Communications, in 
a statement emailed to The Post. 

“Due directly to this delay, we 
are now unable to accommodate 
many of the newly announced 
eligibility groups outlined 
this week by the provincial 
government, including offering 
COVID-19 vaccines to residents 
between the ages of 60 and 64.”

At the same time, York Region 
is experiencing a surge in 
COVID-19 infections.  

On April 11, York Region 
Public Health reported 574 new 
infections, one of the highest 
daily cases counts to date. 

This unfortunate state of affairs 
prompted  Wayne Emmerson, 
York Region’s Chairman and 
CEO, to pen a letter to Ontario 
Health Minister Christine Elliot, 
urging the Ford government to 
ship additional doses to York 
Region. 

“York Region is experiencing 
a surge in COVID-19 cases. 
Because of this, we are shifting 
our priorities from not only 
protecting our most vulnerable 
individuals but to also 
address areas in York Region 
experiencing the highest incident 
rates, hospitalizations and 
mortality,” Mr. Emmerson wrote.

“Without additional vaccine, 
we will not expand fully to 
protect the remaining eight of 13 
provincially identified ‘hot spot’ 
areas, including residents and 
essential workers such as those 
working in manufacturing plants 
and educators.”

Unbelievably, the province’s 
response to the letter was a hard 
no. In short, we simply do not 
have the vaccines on hand to jab 
enough arms.  Who is to blame 
for this?  And what is to be done?

While Prime Minster Justin 
Trudeau was boasting that 
Canada would be “first in line” 
after securing millions of vaccine 
doses from major pharmaceutical 
companies, like Pfizer, last 
year, the Liberal government 
did virtually nothing to build 
up Canada’s domestic vaccine 
manufacturing capability, which 
was limited at best. 

It’s only recently that new 
vaccine manufacturing facilities, 
largely private companies, like 
Sanofi in Toronto and Biologics 
Manufacturing in Montreal, have 
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Bradford bypass threatens 
Lake Simcoe’s health: report
By SARAH GRISHPUL

Local environmental groups 
are concerned that the province is 
overlooking the impact its major 
infrastructure projects, like the 
Bradford Bypass, will have on 
Lake Simcoe’s health.

“There doesn’t seem to be any 
consideration with any of those 
projects about whether this will 
be a net benefit to the people that 
surround the lake,” said Margaret 
Prophet, the Executive Director 
of The Simcoe County Greenbelt 
Coalition.

The Bradford Bypass is a 
proposed provincial four-lane 
highway that would connect 
the 400 with the 404. The new 
highway will pass through the 
northern edge of Bradford and 
the Holland Marsh.

Ms. Prophet warns that land 
with a lot of pavement will lead 
to significant salt runoff in the 
lake.

“The Conservation Authority 
for Lake Simcoe basically said 
if the salt issue doesn’t get under 
control, it could see Lake Simcoe 
being toxic within 60 years,” she 
said.

Another concern is the Town of 
Innisfil’s plan to build a new GO 
train station, along with several 
public and private facilities to 
service its future Orbit “Smart 
City” development, which could 
see the Town’s population grow 
from 37,000 to 150,000 residents.

Innisfil is seeking a Minister’s 
Zoning Order (MZO) from the 
province, which, according to 
environmental groups, will allow 
the Town to bypass existing 
environmental protections and 
public consultations.

According to Ms. Prophet, 
removing farmland and wetlands 
to facilitate this project will put 
further pressure on Lake Simcoe.

Local environmental groups 
have long opposed the proposed 

Upper York Sewage Solution 
(UYSS), which would see a state-
of-the-art sewage plant built near 
the Holland River to service 
future growth in Newmarket, 
Aurora and East Gwillimbury.

Operating at full capacity, it 
could discharge 47 million litres 
of treated sewage into Lake 
Simcoe per day.

Ms. Prophet said that tourism 
and businesses around the lake 
depend on its cleanliness. And 
many communities, including 
Georgina Island, home to the 
Chippewas of Georgina Island 
First Nation (CGIFN), rely on the 
lake for drinking water.

Ms. Prophet believes Lake 
Simcoe is at a critical point in 
its recovery and that Ontario’s 
current growth planning threatens 
that progress.

She argues that urban sprawl, 
and the infrastructure projects 
needed to support it, could 
overwhelm the area’s sensitive 
woodlands and wetlands and 
bring an unhealthy excess of 
phosphorus into the lake.

“We want to keep our economy 
strong. We want to reduce the 
amount of debt. We want to keep 
Lake Simcoe. There are solutions 
to all of those things that we can 
do,” she said, “It just so happens 
that none of these projects do any 
of those things,” she said.

Ms. Prophet urges residents 
in Georgina who care for Lake 
Simcoe’s well-being to vote 
for elected officials who will 
prioritize the lake’s health.

For more information on the 
environmental threats facing 
Lake Simcoe, read Lake Simcoe 
Under Pressure in 2021: Key 
Stressors and Solutions, a 
report written by the Executive 
Directors of The Simcoe County 
Greenbelt Coalition and The 
Rescue Lake Simcoe Coalition.
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North Durham Nature’s April 27 
webinar on Algonquin wildlife
By JAY THIBERT

North Durham Nature is 
excited to feature the highly 
respected naturalist, natural 
history author and nature 
photographer, Michael Runtz, on 
our April 27 webinar.

Mr. Runtz has a deep 
connection to Algonquin 
Provincial Park and is sure to 
provide a feast of information and 
visuals during his presentation

His association with 
Algonquin spans nearly 50 years. 
He has explored the far corners 
of this famous park and has 
interacted with, and intimately 
photographed, many of the wild 
species found there.  

He hosted the international 
television series Wild by Nature, 
authored and illustrated 14 
natural history books, including 
Algonquin Wild and Dam 
Builders: The Natural History of 
Beavers and their Ponds.    

In addition, he has written 
more than 1,100 natural history 
articles for newspapers and 
magazines. When not roaming 
the wilds, Mr. Runtz teaches 
Natural History and Ornithology 
courses at Carleton University.

Please register by e-mail 
at northdurhamnature@gmail.
com if you are interested in 
attending. To find out more about 
North Durham Nature, visit 
www.northdurhamnature.com.

BEAVER EATS VIRGIN ‘S BOWER: RUNTZ

LOON WITH CHICK: RUNTZ

BLACK BEAR: RUNTZ
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Town set to launch campaign 
promoting local businesses
By MICHELLE POIRIER

The Town of Georgina’s 
Economic Development and 
Tourism department is gearing 
up to launch Georgina Made, a 
new campaign to highlight local 
business owners, including those 
operating home-based businesses.

“We are looking for local 
business owners who grow, 
manufacture, make or sell locally 
made products in Georgina,” 
Karyn Stone, Manager of 
Economic Development, said.

Ms. Stone said the idea for the 
campaign came about as they 
were guiding businesses through 
the pandemic and working with 
many home-based businesses that 
needed exposure.

“We want to showcase the 
talents and skills in Georgina to 
those who may be unaware of 
them and to potential investors 
and collaborators who can help 
these businesses commercialize 
their products and scale up their 
businesses,” she said.

A key component of the 
campaign will be an online 
business directory which will 
“provide an additional platform 
for businesses to feature their 
products online.”

Retailers who sell locally made 
products will also be included in 

the directory.
“When you shop locally, you’re 

doing more than spending money. 
You are supporting local business 
owners and your community as a 
whole. Data shows local retailers 
return more than 50 per cent 
of their revenue into the local 
economy, compared to just 14 
per cent for national chains,” Ms. 
Stone said.

Danielle Perry, who owns 
Whipple Tree Country Store in 
Keswick, is excited to have her 
retail store listed in the directory.

“I think it’s a great idea. I 
appreciate any campaign that 
supports local businesses during 
these times,” she said.

“I think it will help our 
business. The Georgina Chamber 
has already launched something 
similar, and we’ve had quite a 
few people in the store because 
of it.”

Ms. Perry, like other small 
business owners, is frustrated with 
the constant closures, including 
the current lockdown measures, 
which will force her to close her 
doors to indoor shopping again.

But she is grateful for the 
support from the Town and her 
loyal customers.

JEYSABEL PEARSON-MACKINNON
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WHIPPLE TREE COUNTRY STORE IN KESWICK

“We appreciate their continued 
support and are proud to live in 
this community,” she said.

Jeysabel Pearson-MacKinnon, 
owner of Cakes by Jez in 
Keswick, will also have her 
business featured in the online 
directory.

“I think this is a great idea; 
anything to help support local 
at this point is appreciated,” she 
said.

“As a small business owner 
with a storefront, I can tell you 
this has been the most financially 
and emotionally stressful time,” 
she said.

She estimates her sales have 
declined 65 to 75 per cent during 
the pandemic, forcing her to rely 
on the federal government rent 
assistance program to stay in 
business.

“Supporting local is crucial, 
I’m saddened daily to hear of 
friends having to close their 
businesses,” she said.

Ms. Stone said 45 businesses 
have ask to be included in the 
directory and they get new 
submissions every day.

“So far, the majority are 
home-based, which indicates 
we have several businesses with 
growth potential. We will be 
reaching out to large employee-
based businesses before launch 
to ensure they are represented on 
the directory,” she said.

The Town is planning to 
launch the online directory this 
summer. The new campaign 
will carry into 2022 and support 
the existing Georgina Chamber 
of Commerce’s Shop Local 
campaign.

Those interested can submit 
their business through an 
online form at georgina.ca/
GeorginaMade. For more 
information, you can email ed@
georgina.ca or call 905-476-
4301.
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“It’s frustrating,” said Mr. 
Hirmann, who opened Ralph’s 
Barbershop in Keswick eight 
years ago this August and 
estimates he’s spent upwards of 
$10,000 to make his barbershop 
safe. 

“I’m doing everything the 
government asks me to do. And 
then I see malls with thousands 
of people in them. There’s no 
contact tracing, and there’s 
nobody taking numbers. There’s 
no way you can tell how many 
people are in there.”

Mr. Hirmann said opening a 
barbershop in the community 
where he lives was always his 
dream. And the thought of closing 
his shop for good is almost too 
painful to bear. 

But the numbers don’t lie; 
with no revenue coming in and 
expenses piling up, he may have 
no choice.

“I’m not confident that I can 
stay in business,” Mr. Hirmann 
said. 

“I have a mortgage at home 
and everything else a family 
needs. Then I have heat, hydro, 
rent, phone and cable to pay at 
my shop. My monthly bills are 
$10,000 to keep the shop running. 
If I’m not open, how do I pay 
that?”

He said he’s already had to 
lay off one employee and reduce 
his expenses wherever he can. 
So, there’s nothing else to cut. 
“People rely on me to provide a 
good wage and feed their families. 
And when I can’t do that it makes 
me feel horrible,” he said.

Like many small businesses, 
Mr. Hirmann qualified for the 
Canada Emergency Business 
Account (CEBA), the federal 
interest-free business loan. 
But facing another month-long 
closure, he’s not sure how he can 
pay it back.

“There’s a lot of small 
businesses in the same boat as 
me. I gotta pay back the $60,000 
loan, plus my own money of 
$20,000 to keep the shop open. 

So I’m $80,000 in the hole,” he 
said.

“I’m going to be off another 
month, and the federal 
government will want their 
money back at the end of the year. 
And how do I pay for it? When 
I’ve spent eight months of last 
year off, and now we’re starting 
with another month this year. I 
can’t catch up. It’s impossible.”

Mr. Hirmann doesn’t believe 
that small businesses are 
responsible for the spread of 
COVID, and now they are being 
punished for it. 

“Who in their right mind 
thinks a small business that has 
two to 10 people at a time in 
their business is responsible for 
spreading COVID? But you can 
have 3,000 people in the mall?”

He believes small businesses 
can operate safely as long 
as COVID-19 protocols are 
followed and enforced. 

“I would like to see small 
businesses open with strict 
guidelines that are checked 
regularly by Town bylaws,” said 
Mr. Hirmann, who’s surprised 
that no one from public health 
ever visited his business.

Many of his customers have 
called on him or messaged 
him urging him to stay open in 
defiance of the lockdown, but 
that’s something he’s loathe to do.

But Mr. Hirmann is considering 
some form of public protest, 
although he admits that’s going to 
be difficult with the recent stay-
at-home order.

“A demonstration is going to be 
difficult to put together. I’ve been 
trying, and it’s just a lot of red 
tape. I don’t want to do anything 
illegal because I know I’ll lose 
clients because some people 
might agree with the government. 
So it’s a very hard line.”

“This is not about COVID 
in my eyes. This is not about 
safety protocols. It’s about small 
businesses being shut down. It’s 
unjust.”
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Town introduces new textile 
waste diversion program
By SARAH GRISHPUL

The Town of Georgina is 
collaborating with Diabetes 
Canada and York University to 
introduce a new textile diversion 
program this year to reduce 
the number of used clothes in 
landfills while supporting an 
important charity and Canadian 
waste diversion research.

“The diversion program 
will help the Town ensure the 
textiles collected will not end 
up in landfills but recycled,” 
said Edgar Tovilla, Manager of 
Environmental Services for the 
Town of Georgina.

According to the Town of 
Georgina, residents accumulate 
about 500 to 600 kilograms of 
used textiles per year, typically 
sent to landfills or energy-from-
waste facilities.

Clothing made from natural 
fibres will decompose and 
produce harmful greenhouse 
gases that contribute to climate 
change, while clothing with 
synthetic fibres takes up space in 
landfills.

“The objective of the overall 
strategy is for municipalities to 
reduce the amount of waste that 
ends up in landfills,” said Tovilla, 
adding that the program will 
aid residents in reducing their 

concerns about the destination of 
their donations.

Diabetes Canada will pick up 
and deliver donations to Value 
Village stores, where proceeds 
raised will support research 
for healthcare professionals 
and resources for people with 
diabetes.

“The Town is also supporting 
Canadian research through 
the York University National 
Textile Diversion and Research 
Program,” said Tovilla, “which 
attempts to bridge the gap 
between academia, industry and 
government in issues surrounding 
waste.”

The textile diversion program 
accepts textiles such as adult and 
children’s clothing, footwear, 
undergarments, towels, pillows, 
and curtains in any condition.

Residents are encouraged 
to bring unwanted clothes to 
donation bins at the following 
locations:

•  Georgina Transfer Station, 
23069 Warden Ave.

•  Food Basics, 199 Simcoe 
Ave.

•  Green Storage Keswick, 33 
Church St.

•  UPI Gas Station & 
Convenience, 5 Victoria St.

DONATION BOX AT FOOD BASICS IN KESWICK



n 10   04.10.2021  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM    

Routes Connecting Communities 
pivots during pandemic
By MICHELLE POIRIER

Like many community-based 
organizations, Routes Connecting 
Communities, which provides 
affordable transportation services 
for seniors and those in need, had 
to pivot during the pandemic, 
creating new programs to help 
meet its clients’ unforeseen 
needs.

While there had been fewer 
overall rides provided this year, 
with most social events cancelled, 
Niv Balachandran, Routes’ 
Executive Director, said the not-
for-profit has seen an increase 
in requests for transportation to 
access essentials services.

“We’ve had more requests for 
food bank deliveries. There are a 
lot of single-parent families who 
said they were no longer able to 
go to food banks because they 
were home-schooling their kids,” 
Ms. Balachandran said.

During the pandemic, Routes 
began reaching out to isolated 
seniors. 

It started the Friendly Call 

program, matching its volunteer 
drivers with clients for regular 
phone calls to help curb 
loneliness.

Its most recent initiative is 
the Cyber-Seniors program, 
which is operated in partnership 
with Jericho Youth Services 
and funded by a grant from 
the Ministry for Seniors and 
Accessibility.

This program offers 
technology support and allows 
clients without access to a 
computer to borrow one, Ms. 
Balachandran said.

“What we noticed was that 
a lot of people needed to be 
able to connect online, but they 
may not know how to use their 
smartphones, laptops or tablets. 
So, we have a program where we 
have youth who has been trained 
to provide one-to-one tech 
support, as well as group sessions 
on general topics,” she said.

Ms. Balachandran said that 
the program has helped seniors 

DAVID  ATKINSON
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book their COVID-19 vaccine 
appointments.

Routes also helped seniors 
arrange transportation to 
vaccination clinics by either 
referring them to York Region 
Transit’s Mobility On-Request or 
providing them with a ride.

Routes’ volunteer drivers were 
added to the list of very high-
priority health care workers, 
receiving a shot in Phase 1 of the 
province’s vaccine rollout.

“It was a huge thing,” Ms. 
Balachandran said. 

“Because our drivers are on the 
front line, putting themselves out 
there all the time. Being able to 
get the vaccine helped them feel 
safer doing what they do.”

Dave Atkinson, one of the 
volunteer drivers, said he is 
glad that he was prioritized for 
vaccination because of the risks 
involved.

“It’s been a bit of a challenge, 
for sure. We have very direct 

ICE PALACE TO TEMPORARILY CLOSE

contact with people in somewhat 
confined quarters. Also, the 
nature of the business changed 
quite a bit,” he said.

In the past year, he said he 
has been making more food 
deliveries, as well as taking 
clients to doctor, dentist, and 
hospital appointments.

“What I have noticed is the 
degree of appreciation that our 
clients have for what we do at this 
time because they recognize that 
we’re taking risks, and they’re 
very appreciative,” he said.

Ms. Balachandran said Routes’ 
priority is to ensure their clients 
are safe and able to get to where 
they need to go.

“It was a bit of a pivot over the 
last year, but we have navigated 
it,” she said.

To find out more about the 
programs Routes offers, or to 
volunteer as a driver, visit www.
routescc.org.

EDITORIAL CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

been given the green light from 
Ottawa. However, Biologics 
Manufacturing will not be ready 
to start producing vaccines until 
2022, and Sanofi will only be 
operational by 2026.  

Contrast this with the UK, 
which also had a limited vaccine 
manufacturing capacity last year.  
It now has four plants churning 
out vaccines, and has succeeded 
in vaccinating more than 50 per 
cent of its population. 

Canada, a G7 nation, has just 
over 15 per cent of its population 
vaccinated with at least one dose.  
That’s good for 35th in the world, 
according to the New York Times 
Vaccine Tracker, behind Malta, 
Iceland and Slovakia.   

We are in a the midst of a 
national crisis akin to a world 
war.  ICUs are filling up across 
the country. Lockdowns are 
severely impacting our economy.  
Red tape and bureaucracy are 

impeding vaccine rollouts. It’s 
time for Prime Minister Trudeau 
to act decisively and invoke the 
Emergency Measures Act – that 
should be our plan B.  

The provinces’ efforts to deal 
with the pandemic are inadequate. 
Our national resources must 
be directed to bring a vaccine 
manufacturing plant online 
ASAP, and a national vaccine 
rollout plan implemented. 

The situation is dire; it’s now 
or never. 
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Ken and Lorraine 
Hackenbrook’s 60th Wedding 
Anniversary Parade is on 
Saturday, April 24 between 2:00 
pm and 3:00 pm. Please enter off 
Sunkist Beach Road in Virginia 
and follow the signs. 

Ken and Lorraine met in 
Scarborough in 1960 on Mother’s 
Day on a blind date set up by Ken’s 
brother. In Ken’s Volkswagen 
Beetle, they took a drive along 
Lake Ontario to Bonney Canoe 
Club to talk. They married the 
following year. Ken was working 
at McLean Hunter magazine and 
Lorraine worked as a secretary at 
Lebbury Park Jr. High School. In 
1970, with two children in tow, 
they moved to Georgina. Their 
twins were born a year later. 

It wasn’t long before Ken began 

volunteering in his community. 
He founded Georgina’s first 
hockey association together with 
Jim Woods and he dedicated 43 
years as Head Coach of the Sutton 
Minor Hockey School.  When he 
retired from McLean’s after 40 
years, he joined Canadian Tire in 
Georgina and worked there for 20 
years. He also served the people 
of Georgina as Town Councillor 
for 20 years.  

Lorraine worked at The 
Georgina Medical Clinic for 38 
years. She was the secretary for 
the Sunkist Beach Association 
and Virginia United Church for 
many years. Their long-standing 
volunteerism and contributions to 
the community were recognized 
in  2015 and 2017. Ken was 
honoured to received The Citizen 

of the Year Award in 2015 for 
his longstanding commitment 
to a number of charitable 
organizations, community 
groups and local events during 
the past four decades. Shocked 
by the honour Ken said, “I’m 
overwhelmed by the surprise. But 
I could never have done it without 
my wonderful wife, Lorraine; 
she’s my book of knowledge 
and constant support.” In 2017, 
Lorraine received the Senior 
Citizen of Character Award for 
“being a role model, as well as 
a concerning, caring and active 
citizen.”

The couple has four married 
children, nine grandchildren and 
three great grandchildren with one 
on the way!

PEFFERLAW
POSTINGS
By Karen Wolfe

CLASSIFIED

FOUND: Pedal Boat, washed up on 
shore in Chicken Bay in 2020.  If 
it belongs to you please contact 

shamanayerhart@hotmail.com
Please provide approximate date  
lost & photo or good description  

of the boat & we will arrange pick up.

OBITUARY

Mary Isabell Piercey
June 1st 1935 - April 4th 2021 
Peacefully at home on Sunday, 

April 4, surrounded by her family 
at the age of 86. Dearly loved 
mother of Mark, Miles, Monty 

and their spouses. Dear sister of 
Leah Comer. Lovingly missed 
by her precious grandchildren, 
Max Piercey, Sarah Saganash, 

Bobbi Kettle, Trinity and 
William Piercey and her great 

grandchildren, Markus and Hailey 
Saganash, Damon, Pixie, Cruz 

and Opie Piercey and Lily Kettle. 
Remembered with love by her 
extended family and numerous 

friends. Mary Piercey (nee 
Godfrey) was a respected member 

of the Pefferlaw community – a 
community she was born and 

raised in. She loved her family 
and treasured the family’s history 

in the village of Pefferlaw. She 
was a celebrated artist and was 
particularly accomplished as a 
portrait artist. She will be sadly 

missed but remembered fondly by 
all who knew her. 

Cremation has taken place and 
a Celebration of Life will be 

announced at a later date. 


