
$449,000

FREE ISSUE

May 10. 2021  
VOLUME 17  |  ISSUE 09

GEORGINAPOST.COM  

Local food bank tops $100k target in April 

The Town of Georgina is facing a legal 
challenge after it repeatedly refused to 
issue building permits to repair two aging 
boathouses at 121 Lake Drive N.

Nella Ieraci, whose company Icarus Inc. 
owns the property at 121 Lake Drive N., has 
filed an appeal in the Ontario Superior Court 
of Justice, under section 25 of the Building 
Code Act, after the Town’s building 
department denied her latest building permit 
application in January 2021 because she 
could not prove she owned the land under 
the boathouses.

The case could challenge the Town’s 
current policy of not issuing building permits 
to indirect waterfront property owners, so 
they can repair or replace boathouses, docks 
or other structures, unless they can prove 
they own the lakeside land across the road.

Mrs. Ieraci claims the Town has not acted 
in “good faith,” repeatedly denying, over a 
ten year period, building permit applications 
that would have allowed her to repair the 
boathouses, while at the same time issuing 
“Unsafe Orders” requiring her to tear them 
down.

Mrs. Ieraci argues the two boathouses, 
which date from the 1950s, should be 
considered “legal non-conforming,” which 
means they would be exempt from current 
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DUSHI QUITTNER HANDS CESAR CANEO $4,000 CHEQUE

Town of Georgina goes to court over building permit dispute
By MIKE ANDERSON

community for the continuous support,” said 
Cesar Caneo, the Pantry’s Executive Director.

“It’s a reflection of what we’ve already 
seen in the community. I’m relatively new 
to Georgina; I started back in December. 

By  MIKE ANDERSON

The Georgina Community Food Pantry 
raised $102,194, exceeding its goal of $100K, 
during its #GoodFoodChallenge fund-raising 
campaign, which ran during April.

“I just want to say a big thank you to the 

The lean price on this 2 bedroom, 1 bath home should 
grab your attention. This gracious older home has modern 
updates to the electrical, plumbing, windows & shingles. 
Ample corner lot with a detached 2 car gar. The covered 
veranda will be a favorite spot to sit & watch the action in the 
heart of Sutton! To taste this sweet deal Call us today!

FED UP WITH HIGH PRICES?
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But, I’ve seen the overwhelming 
support of residents and local 
businesses helping us help others. 
Especially those who are facing a 
tough time during the pandemic 
and who, unfortunately, have to 
go to the food pantry to make it to 
the end of the month.”

The Pantry is open on 
Thursdays and Fridays for food 
distribution. While each week 
varies, with Christmas being the 
busiest period, according to Mr. 
Caneo, the Pantry sees about 85 
families a week.

But he expects to see more in 
the coming year.

“It looks like this year will be 
tougher than last year, partially 
because some of the support that 
people had last year, like CERB, 
has expired or will be reduced,” 
Mr. Caneo said.

As many people are home and 
were probably not aware of the 
Pantry’s #GoodFoodChallenge, 
Mr. Caneo is especially grateful 

for the support from the Town 
of Georgina, which matched 
donations up to a total of $25,000, 
and local businesses, like realtor 
Jennifer Jones, who doubled 
the donations made through a 
gofundme page, contributing 
more than $16,000.

A special shout-out also goes 
to Dushi Quittner, manager of 
the Scotiabank in Sutton, whose 
branch matched its customers’ 
donations.

“We’ve been able to collect 
$2,000 as the result of the 
generosity of our customers. 
And the bank is supporting us 
during this drive by matching the 
$2,000,” said Ms. Quittner. “Our 
branch has always supported 
local charities. It’s just one of the 
things as a community bank we 
love to do.”

While the campaign is officially 
over, Ms. Quittner said customers 
can still make donations at the 
branch until the end of May.



Speak to our knowledgeable 
and certified staff about our  
extensive selection of food, 

treats and supplies

905-722-7600 
20887 Dalton Road Sutton

Natalia Zammitti 289-264-7626

Let me 
 

your house!
Sell

AskNatalia.ca

REALTOR

PUBLISHER | EDITOR
Mike Anderson

mike@georginapost.com

ADVERTISING | SALES
416.859.6291

mike@georginapost.com
Georgina Post is operated by Anderson 
Communications Ltd., and published 

on the 10th and 24th of the month. The 
contents of this publication are protected 
by copyright. Georgina Post accepts no 
responsibility for claims made for any 

product or service reported or advertised.

 05.10.2021  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM    3 n

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Legal malaise on Lake Drive
It’s been nearly two years since 

Town Council voted to move 
forward with sample appraisals 
of the lakeside lands along Lake 
Drive North and East.

The goal is to determine a fair 
market value that would allow 
the Town to sell the lands back 
to some 400 indirect waterfront 
property owners who live across 
the road, most of whom claim 
they’ve always owned them. 

The appraisals, completed in 
early 2020, have yet to be made 
public, although the Town has 
promised to bring them forward 
as part of a staff report at some 
point. 

The Town blames the delay on 
the pandemic and various legal 
challenges that have arisen. 

While the pandemic may be 
an excuse, although other Town 
priorities appear to be getting 
done, the legal challenges 
should and could have been 
avoided. They are, in large part, 
the result of the Town’s lack of 
transparency and obfuscation 
around the Lake Drive ownership 

dispute. 
And the Town’s failure to 

achieve some form of consensus 
with the Lake Drive property 
owners. 

In fact, Council has largely 
dismissed the recommendations 
of an ad hoc committee it 
appointed, that included 
Lake Drive property owners, 
established to find a workable 
solution that both parties could 
accept. 
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Chamber provides free rapid 
tests to local businesses
By MIKE ANDERSON

The Georgina Chamber of 
Commerce is offering free 
rapid COVID-19 screening 
tests to small and medium sized 
businesses in Georgina as part of 
the COVID-19 Rapid Screening 
Initiative. 

This initiative is in partnership 
with the Ontario Chamber of 
Commerce and the provincial 
and federal governments 

“The Georgina Chamber of 
Commerce is proud to be part of 
the COVID-19 Rapid Screening 
Initiative to distribute rapid 
tests to small and medium-sized 
businesses in Georgina,” said 
Jennifer Anderson, Executive 
Director of GCC, in a media 
release.  

“It is our hope that, through 
this program, we will be able to 
curb the spread and reopen our 
local economy safely.”  

Businesses with 150 
employees or less are welcome 
to participate in the program. 

The goal is to identify 
asymptomatic cases of 
COVID-19 in the workplace 
that might otherwise be missed, 
helping to curb the spread in the 
workplace, at home and around 
the community in Georgina. 

 Interested small and medium 
sized businesses can log 
into georginachamber.com/
workplace-screening-kits to 
order their two-week supply of 
rapid tests.  

 In the next two weeks, the 
kits will arrive at the Georgina 
Chamber of Commerce office at 
The Link in Sutton and be ready 
for pick-up.

A designate from each business, 
responsible for supervising the 
self-screening collection onsite, 
will be required to attend the site 
for the initial pick-up where they 
will receive video training to 
properly supervise the screening 
process and safely dispose of the 
used kits.  

 Each business will be 
required to electronically 
submit their screening results 
after each occasion and will be 
recommended to screen staff 
twice weekly. The accumulated 
data will be reported to the 
Ministry of Health bimonthly. 

 If a test results in a preliminary 
positive for COVID-19, the 
employee will be required to 
leave the workplace, arrange 
for a PCR Test within 24 hours 
at an approved COVID-19 
assessment site, and self-isolate 
until a confirmatory test result is 
received.  

If you are interested in 
receiving kits as part of this 
program, please fill out the 
request form at the following 
link. 

This will give the chamber 
an indication of interest in our 
community: georginachamber.
com/form/view/22917 

RAPID COVID-19 TEST
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Local pharmacies see ‘massive 
demand’ for AstraZeneca
By MICHELLE POIRIER

There are now seven 
pharmacies in Georgina 
administering the AstraZeneca 
(AZ) vaccine. And demand 
for appointments, available 
to residents 40 and older, is 
so strong, in some cases, it is 
outstripping vaccine supply.

Eustace Pharmasave at 936 
Lake Drive E. in Jackson’s 
Point started administering 
AstraZeneca  on April 21. The 
pharmacy has administered 200 
doses so far, with another 100 left 
to go. Appointments are booked 
online, but there is currently a 
200-person waitlist. Residents 
must have a valid Ontario Health 
Card (OHIP), or another form 
of valid government-issued 
identification, to get a shot.

Sherif Youssef, Pharmacy 
Manager, said most people show 
up for their appointments, with 
only one cancellation to date.

However, Sutton Apothecary 
at 121 High St. currently has 
no supply of the AstraZeneca 
vaccine and is not booking new 
appointments. The pharmacy 
started its program during the 
first week of April, administering 
650 doses before running out.

“There was a massive demand; 
we were doing around 40 to 50 
doses a day in the pharmacy,” 
said Husam Saleh, Pharmacy 
Manager. “The Government 
gave us a supply, and we used it 
all up here with the community. 
Unfortunately, we won’t have 

any more until the end of May.”
But, Mr. Saleh stressed that no 

AZ doses were wasted. “We do 
have a waitlist for cancellations 
because we don’t want to have 
any wastage; we wasted zero 
doses,” he said.

Despite hesitancy around the 
AstraZeneca vaccine, doctors 
and public health officials urge 
residents to take the first vaccine 
available to them. Here’s a list 
of local pharmacies offering the 
AstraZeneca vaccine:

 • Sutton Apothecary  
(121 High St., Sutton)
 • Eustace Pharmasave (936 
Lake Drive E., Jackson’s Point)
 • Rexall (76 Arlington Dr., 
Keswick)
 • Zehrs Markets (24018 
Woodbine Ave, Keswick)
 • DrugSmart Pharmacy (234 
Dovedale Dr., Keswick)
Last week, the province 

announced that more than 70 
pharmacies, in hot spots located 
in Toronto and Peel, are now 
offering Pfizer to all adults.
Moderna is being administered 
to all adults in 60 pharmacies 
located in hot spot areas in 
Durham, Hamilton, Ottawa, 
Windsor and York. The province 
says the availability of Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines in pharmacies 
will increase over the coming 
weeks. For an up-to-date list 
of Ontario pharmacies offering 
shots, visit https://covid-19.
ontario.ca/vaccine-locations.

PHARMACIST HOLDS AZ
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Sign War sweeps Georgina
By MICHELLE POIRIER

A sign war is underway 
between businesses in Georgina, 
encouraged by the Georgina 
Chamber of Commerce as the 
trend spreads throughout Ontario.

The call to action was posted 
on the Chamber’s Facebook 
page on April 2 and businesses 
were quick to join in. There are 
already 50 businesses posting 
their sign photos, some posting 
multiple signs. 

“We’ve had to get a little 
more crafty looking for ways 
to continue promoting our local 
businesses, especially when 
we’re being told to stay home 
other than for essential shopping, 
but we feel this initiative is a fun 
and free way to get your name in 
front of new customers,” Amanda 
Stewart, Membership and 
Events Co-ordinator at Georgina 
Chamber of Commerce, said.

Connors Music on The 
Queensway S. in Keswick is 
one of the many businesses 
participating in the ongoing sign 
war.

“We got called out by 
Queensway Marketplace, in a 
fun way, so we wanted to jump in 
and respond and poke fun at our 
lovely neighbours here,” John 
Connors, Sales Manager and 

Teacher at Connors Music, said.
Connors Music’s sign reads, 

“Hey Queensway Marketplace! 
You may have drumsticks, but 
they don’t rock like ours do!”

The Queensway Marketplace 
started the sign war with: “Hey 
Connors looking for treble? Meat 
us in the parking lot.”

“It was just something fun and, 
of course, it is always great to 
be engaged with the community 
online,” Mr. Connors said. 

Even the Town of Georgina 
has joined in on the fun. Their 
sign for the ROC and Civic 
Centre reads, “We’re ready to 
ROC this sign war!” And their 
sign outside of the Ice Palace, 
where the vaccination clinic is 
located, reads, “Sign War? Hit 
me with your best shot!”

THE QUEENSWAY MARKETPLACE, KESWICK

KESWICK HOME HARDWARE
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KESWICK HOME HARDWARE

Businesses are welcome 
to join in and come up with a 
call out to another business. 
If they want to post their 
sign on social media, tag  @
GeorginaChamberofCommerce 
and use the hashtag 
#georginasignwars.

Businesses do not need a 
physical sign to participate, 
many business owners who do 
not have signs are creating their 
own digitally.

Keep your eye on the 
signs around town and check 
out Georgina Chamber of 
Commerce’s Facebook page for 
a compiled album of sign photos.

Instead, the Town has taken a 
decidedly “dam the torpedoes, 
full steam a head” approach, 
guided, in no small part, by the 
Town’s lawyer Andrew Biggart, 
which has resulted in repeated 
trips to the courts and exorbitant 
legal bills for the taxpayer. 

Case in point, the Town’s 
refusal to issue building permits 
to Lake Drive property owners, 
leaving them with decaying 
decks, boathouse and other 
structures that have become an 
eyesore and, in some cases, a risk 
to public safety. 

Instead of passing an Interim 
Control Bylaw (ICB), which 
would be transparent to everyone, 
the Town chose to handle 
building permit applications on 
a case-by-case basis, forcing 
property owners to jump through 
hoops, only to cut them off at the 
knees by saying they don’t own 
the land. So, sorry, no permit. 

This action has provoked 
an appeal, under section 25 of 
the Building Code Act, filed 
in the Ontario Supreme Court 
of Justice (see page 1 story), 
which, according to the plaintiff, 
could cost the Town more than 
$200,000 in legal fees. 

The appeal follows a series 

of small claims cases that Lake 
Drive property owners brought 
against the Town last year for 
damages to their property values 
caused allegedly by the Town’s 
repeated public statements that 
the municipality, and not the 
indirect waterfront property 
owners, owned the lakeside 
lands. 

Those claims were settled out 
of court. The settlement details, 
including legal costs, have not 
been made public. 

The Town is also facing a 
judicial review, again filed in the 
Ontario Superior Court of Justice, 
over its “Lake Drive Jurisdiction 
Action Plan” after the Attorney 
General gave the case the green 
light to proceed. How much will 
that cost? 

The shame is that a Council 
motion can resolve the whole 
mess by selling the land back to 
the Lake Drive property owners 
as surplus municipal lands at 
the affordable price of $2 per 
square metre plus shared survey, 
administrative and legal costs. 
Problem solved, move on. 

“A lawsuit is a fruit tree planted 
in a lawyer’s garden.” - Italian 
proverb.

EDITORIAL CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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municipal regulations.
Mrs. Ieraci is confident that 

once a judge has reviewed the 
Town’s handling of her permit 
requests, the court will grant her 
appeal. 

“The Town is supposed to be 
a corporation that operates with 
supreme professionalism, but 
they don’t. They’re very back 
and forth, ” she said.

In 2011, after the Town issued 
its first “Unsafe Order,” Mrs. 
Ieraci got a court order allowing 
her to repair or rebuild the 
boathouses.

But the Town, according 
to Mrs. Ieraci, never issued a 
building permit — despite being 
required to do so - effectively 
derailing the process, which 
also required a permit from the 
LSRCA.

“When they signed that 
agreement, that was a settlement 
order agreed to between all 
parties. They should have moved 
forward with issuing the permit 
and recommended to LSRCA 
that we work together and move 
forward. But they held back. 
They never issued the permit,” 
she said.

“They should have told 
LSRCA that as far as they’re 
concerned, they’re done. Then 
LSCRA would have followed 
their footsteps and said, okay, 
it’s legal non-conforming.”

“I would like them to issue the 
permit. We just want to fix them 
up. We’re willing to spend the 
money and not have an eyesore 
on the lake.”

Mrs. Ieraci hopes her case will 
be heard this June.

“This is the last resort. I didn’t 
want to do this. But they left me 
no other door,” she said.

“The only way to do it is 
through the courts, which 
costs taxpayers’ money. But 
if the Town is not going 
to respect people’s rights 
and their responsibilities as 
administrators, then a judge will 
have to do it.”

While the Town will not 
comment on matters before the 
courts, it did provide further 
clarification around its policy 
of not issuing building permits 
to property owners along Lake 
Drive.

According to a Town 
spokesperson, the Town did 
issue building permits in the 
past along Lake Drive “where 
the owner had confirmed, 
without providing evidence of 
ownership, that they have title to 
the property.”

However, that policy has 
since changed.

“The Town now possesses 
greater information regarding 
ownership claims along Lake 
Drive than it had in the past, and 
as such, the Town will not issue a 
building permit unless evidence 
of ownership of the land is 
provided,” the spokesperson 
said.

“The Town has found this 
action to be prudent especially 
since the issues concerning 
ownership claims along Lake 
Drive have occurred and as 
litigation has ensued.”

This effectively means that 
most Lake Drive property 
owners can’t get a permit to 
repair their boathouses or 
docks, even if there is severe 
ice damage, as the ownership 
dispute is far from resolved.  

However, the Town may grant 
a building permit, if the property 
owner can prove it is a matter 
of public safety. “In the case of 
an unsafe condition or to avoid 
an unsafe condition arising, 
the Town will assess particular 
circumstances to determine 
whether action should be taken 
to protect public health and 
safety,” the spokesperson said.

“As Council is addressing 
the Lake Drive issue, staff will 
be bringing forward further 
information for Council’s 
consideration related to the 
issuance of building permits 
when unsafe conditions arise.”
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ClearWater Farm receives a 
$3.7 million grant
By MICHELLE POIRIER

ClearWater Farm in Willow 
Beach has received a $3.7 
million grant from the federal 
and provincial governments to 
complete the building of their 
barn and other projects.

According to Annabel Slaight, 
Founding Chair of the Ontario 
Water Centre, the charitable 
organization behind ClearWater 
Farm, the construction work will 
take about a year to complete and 
will allow the spaces to be safe 
and accessible for those with 
disabilities. 

“It’s allowing us to complete 
several things that the community 
has started, like the building of 
the barn, all of the infrastructure 
that’s required, including the 
water, sewage, electricity and 
gas, and additional things for 
the site that will make it safe and 
comfortable for visitors,” she 
said. 

Caroline Mulroney, MPP for 
York-Simcoe, announced on April 
29 that through the Investing in 
Canada Infrastructure Program, 
ClearWater Farm was approved 
for renovations.

“When the century-old barn at 
ClearWater Farm burned down, 
it marked a sad time for our 
community. However, residents 
came together to help rebuild the 
barn and now this funding will 
help us complete it,” she said in 
a news release. 

“I want to thank both the federal 
and provincial governments for 
their support and for coming 
together to make strategic 
infrastructure investments in 
communities when they are 
needed most.”

Of the $3.7 million grant, 
$1,999,998 was from federal 
funding, $1,666,499 was 
from provincial funding, and 
$1,333,499 is from recipient/
other funding, according to the 

MPP’s news release. 
“Further development of the 

site through this significant grant 
will help a community initiative 
with an already impressive 
track record become a Georgina 
centrepiece,” Mayor Margaret 
Quirk said.

While the farm has been closed 
to the public due to COVID-19, 
they have been busy with their 
crop growing and the start of five 
new Agripreneurs, Ms. Slaight 
said. 

“On the May long weekend, 
we are opening our farm stand 
again; we are increasing the size 
of it and increasing the range 
of things that we will be selling 
here. People will be able to 
come on Friday afternoons and 
Saturday mornings,” she said. 

Once COVID-19 regulations 
allow more things to reopen, the 
farm will launch a self-guided 
tour, so visitors can see all the 
things happening there. It will 
also be announcing a couple of 
exciting online initiatives at the 
end of May. 

“This support honours our 
community’s remarkable rally 
around an exciting idea — a 
farm that celebrates local food, 
connects young people with 
nature and honours our great 
Lake Simcoe,” Ms. Slaight said.

MPP CAROLINE MULRONEY
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LSRCA warns of possible  
outbreak of invasive species 
By SARAH GRISHPUL

The Lake Simcoe Regional 
Conservation Authority 
(LSRCA) advises residents to 
be on the lookout for an invasive 
species of moth that threatens 
the health of trees during the 
upcoming summer months.

Lymantria dispar dispar 
(LDD), more commonly known 
as the European gypsy moth, is 
an invasive insect species native 
to Europe and first discovered in 
Ontario in 1969. 

According to the LSRCA, 
tree monitoring levels show that 
the Lake Simcoe watershed will 
experience an outbreak of LDD 
from early June to July while the 
insect is in its caterpillar stage.

The larvae feed on hardwood 
tree leaves, including oak, maple, 
and elm, resulting in defoliation 
which leads the tree to become 
susceptible to disease and pests.

To mitigate the threat, York 
Region will be managing 
infestations by treating high-
risk street trees with TreeAzin, 
a biological insecticide made 
from Neem tree seeds, and by 
manually removing the eggs 
from lower-risk trees. 

The caterpillars can be easily 
identified by their dark, hairy 
appearance as well as the row 
of red and blue spots along their 
back.

Homeowners who suspect 
there is an LDD infestation in a 
tree on their property can wrap 
burlap or cloth around the tree 
trunks to collect the caterpillars 
and soak them in a bucket of 
soapy water.  

Egg sacs found on trees in 
late April and early May can be 
removed and discarded before 
the insect has hatched. 

Gloves should always be worn 
while handling the caterpillars 
and egg sacs to prevent possible 
allergic reactions.

The LSRCA advises against 
using pesticides, as the chemicals 
are harmful to the environment.

LDD infestations spotted 
on street trees near a regional 
road can be reported through 
AccessYork@york.ca or by 
calling 1-877-464-9675.

Infested trees located on 
neighbourhood roads should be 
reported to the Town.

EUROPEAN GYPSY MOTH
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Brent Shaw, the owner and 
operator of Shaw Pro Hardware 
in Pefferlaw has confirmed that 
he has sold the property and the 
business to two separate buyers. 
The sales are expected to be 
finalized the first of July. 

Mr. Shaw said the building and 
property located on Pefferlaw 
Road has been sold to a landscape 
company and the retail portion of 
the business including stock and 
fixtures, will be moved to another 
location by a different purchaser. 

Mr. Shaw has owned the 
hardware retail outlet for 25 years 
and his knowledge and helpful 
presence in the community will be 
greatly missed.  However he still 
expects to be “slightly” involved 
in the goings on about town. 

Pefferlaw is making quite a 
name for itself.  First it was maple 
syrup (Pefferlaw Creek), then beer 
(Pefferlaw Pale Ale) and now, 
toffee! 

Hiding in plain sight on the main 
street of Pefferlaw is Templeman’s 
Toffee, a family team of 
confectioners making a range of 
gluten-free, luxurious, gourmet 
toffees. The couple, who met and 
teamed up as former journalists, 
have stirred-up a custom recipe 
that has made headlines as award-
winning toffee. Depending on 
the season, they can use up to 
600 pounds of butter to meet the 
wholesale orders for their toffee. 
They moved their operation to 
a cafe venue once located in the 
former Don Kindness garage in 

2019 and they ship their complete 
line of crunchy, soft or chewy 
toffees to gift shops and wineries 
across North America. The toffees 
can be ordered with a variety of 
toppings: milk chocolate, dark 
chocolate, white chocolate, sea 
salt, walnuts, cashews and pecans. 

Rob Russell and Jean 
Templeman say they love 
Pefferlaw and regret that the 
COVID-19 restrictions have 
postponed the official public 
opening of their store. “We were 

all ready to open when the first 
lock-down was announced,” said 
Rob. “Pefferlaw people are the 
nicest people I have met,” said 
Jean. They are so supportive 
and welcoming. I never want to 
leave.”

Their line-up of toffees is 
promoted at various shows such 
as the One of a Kind Show and 
they take orders online at www.
templemans.ca.  (P.S. These 
toffees truly are deliciously 
awesome! Welcome to Pefferlaw!) 

PEFFERLAW
POSTINGS
By Karen Wolfe


