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own unique set of challenges.
The institute’s faculty and staff had initially 

planned to hold a single graduation event for 
its first cohort of 75 pre-apprentice graduates 
at the Sutton Arena.

Grad Day! GTTI Skills Trades Institute

A decades-long dispute over the future of 
360 hectares of the North Gwillimbury Forest, 
known as the Maple Lake Estates lands, was 
finally settled last week when the province 
announced the lands would be transferred 
to the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation 
Authority (LSRCA) and become part of 
Ontario’s Greenbelt.

“We are protecting the North Gwillimbury 
Forest for future generations. I will be issuing 
an MZO [Minister’s Zoning Order] to ensure 
that these environmentally sensitive wetlands 
in Georgina’s North Gwillimbury Forest 
are protected under the Greenbelt,” said 
Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing, who was joined by York-
Simcoe MPP Caroline Mulroney,  LSRCA 
Board Chair Wayne Emmerson and CAO 
Rob Baldwin, Mayor Margaret Quirk and 
Ward 3 Councillor Dave Neeson for the 
announcement, which was streamed live on 
YouTube on June 16.

“Today is an historic day for the residents of 
Georgina and York Simcoe,” MPP Mulroney 
said. “For years, a solution was sought that 
would respect both the environment and the 
property rights of the owner. Yet, for years, 
this issue was left unresolved until now. 
Our government has answered the bell and 
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DEVON DWINNELL HANDS DEIDRA JORDAN HER GRAD CERTIFICATE

By MIKE ANDERSON

Province transfers Maple Lake Estate lands to LSRCA
By MIKE ANDERSON

With all the obstacles the GTTI Skilled 
Trades Institute has overcome this year, 
including limits on class sizes and moving 
an entire campus on short notice, it wasn’t a 
surprise that graduation day would pose its 
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is making sure that Georgina’s 
North Gwillimbury Forest 
remains untouched forever.”

The MLE lands, located west 
and south of Woodbine Avenue 
and Metro Road North, were 
slated for development by the 
DG Group, which planned to 
build a 1,703 unit subdivision on 
provincially significant woodland 
and wetlands.

However, the North 
Gwillimbury Forest Alliance 
(NGFA), a local citizens 
group, won a landmark appeal 
at Ontario’s Local Planning 
Appeal Tribunal (LPAT) in late 
2019, which forced the Town 
of Georgina to rezone 99 per 
cent of the MLE lands as an 
“Environmental Protection 
Area,” preventing any future 
development.

According to NGFA Chair Jack 
Gibbons, the successful LPAT 
appeal also reduced the market 
value of the MLE lands, putting 
the province in a better position to 
buy it — although the exact terms 
of the deal have not been made 
public.

“When we started this 
campaign ten years ago, most 
people in Georgina thought we 
didn’t have a chance,” Gibbons 
said. “Most people thought it was 
impossible to beat the DG Group, 
but we’ve shown them that when 
citizens unite, they can achieve 
great gains for their community.”

Councillor Dave Neeson, a 
long-time opponent of the MLE 
development, also credited the 
community for standing up to the 
developer.

“The courage and tenacity 
of the Georgina community in 
tirelessly seeking the protection 
of the North Gwillimbury Forest 
has paid off — in a major way,” 
said Coun. Neeson in a media 
release.

“An environmental win of this 
magnitude will have a positive 
ripple effect well beyond the 
forest borders for generations 
to come, protecting the health 

of Lake Simcoe and the greater 
community.”

Gibbons says NGFA is looking 
forward to working with LSRCA 
to make the new nature preserve 
more accessible to residents, 
including adding more walking 
trails.

He also hopes the nature 
preserve can be expanded.

“The next step is to enhance 
the ecological value of the new 
nature reserve,” Gibbons said. 
“There’s a potential to either 
increase or create new wetlands. 
There is also a potential to create 
a habitat for grassland birds. So 
we are certainly looking forward 
to working with the conservation 
authority to make the nature 
reserve even better than it is 
now.”

MPP CAROLINE MULRONEY
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Pefferlaw resident Kathy 
Crawford, the owner of seven 
Pekin ducks, says she was caught 
between a rock and a hard place 
when a Town bylaw officer, 
responding to a neighbour’s 
complaint, told her she was 
violating a zoning bylaw and 
gave her two weeks to get rid of 
the ducks. 

Still, Crawford, an early 
childhood educator, was prepared 
to fight to save her ducks, which 
she had raised for four and half 
years on her riverside property, 
after they were born in her 
kindergarten classroom.  

She was slated to speak to 
council on June 23, intending 
to ask for an exemption from 
the bylaw that states  residential 
property owners cannot raise 
agricultural animals, like ducks, 
on their property.  

She was prepared to argue 
that her Pekin ducks were not 
agricultural livestock. However, 
they did require shelter and 
protection from predators 
because they cannot fly. 

But Crawford was a no-show 
at council on June 23, because 
last week she got a surprise visit 
from the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry (MNRF).

MNRF told her she wasn’t 
allowed to release her ducks in 
the Pefferlaw River because they 
could spread disease and possibly 
mate with wild ducks, creating a 
kind of mutant duck. 

While Crawford does not 
agree with MNRF’s concerns, 
as there are no mutant offspring 
floating in the Pefferlaw River, 
she wasn’t prepared to have them 
penned up all day.   

“That’s not fair to them,” 
she said. So she found a nice 
farm family to look after them. 
“They’ve sent me pictures of 
them swimming on their pond. 
So that makes be bit happier,” 
she said. But she admits she’s 
still very sad and upset about 
losing her ducks.  

According to a MNRF 
spokesperson, the Town called 
a MNRF Conservation Officer 
on June 14. During the call, the 
Town inquired if there were any 
violations under the Ministry’s 
regulations, which no doubt 
prompted the visit. 

“On June 17, our Conservation 
Officer met with the owner of 
the ducks and explained our 
legislation and the potential 
violation under the Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Act - 
Release of imported wildlife,” the 
spokesperson said. 

Crawford’s story was picked 
up by several media outlets, 
including Barrie CTV. 

An online petition “Save the 
ducks!” on change.org also had 
more than 2,000 signatures. 

Is it possible the Town called 
MNRF to bail it out of an 
embarrassing “no-win” situation? 

Quack-gate: Who called MNRF?
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Bylaw shuts down cricket pitch
By MIKE ANDERSON

The Town’s bylaw department 
wants Prakash Bala to cease 
playing cricket on a practice 
pitch he built on his property at 
6675 Smith Blvd. or face charges 
and substantial fines for violating 
the Town’s zoning bylaw.

According to the Town, Bala 
is operating a recreational sports 
field that is not permitted on rural 
properties.

But Bala argues that his 
rudimentary cricket pitch, which 
he built in 2019, is for practice 
only and not intended for 
tournaments, which are played 
at a dedicated cricket pitch at 
the Bethesda Sports Field in 
Stouffville.

He also says his cricket pitch, 
which he named the Georgina 
Puram Cricket Club (GPCC), is 
not a money-making proposition.

Bala says he receives no fees 
or donations for allowing his 
friends and fellow cricketers a 
chance to hone their skills. He 
maintains the pitch and cuts the 
grass by himself to save costs.

He also points out that not 
one of his neighbours has 
complained about the weekend 
pick-up games, involving around 
20 cricketers, ten a side, played 
before the lockdown.

In fact, more than 50 
neighbours and local businesses, 
including the pastor of the local 

church, have signed a petition 
urging the Town to allow the 
cricket pitch.

While the Town has offered 
Bala a solution, it appears to be 
a long, costly process without a 
guaranteed outcome.

The Town wants him to work 
with its planning department 
to obtain an Official Plan 
Amendment (OPA) and a Zoning 
Bylaw Amendment (ZBA) to 
allow a recreational sports field 
on his property.

But OPAs and ZBAs are a 
public process, and council 
would have to give its approval.

Initially, Bala was prepared 
to hire a consultant to obtain 
the amendments. But now he 
is crying foul after finding out 
the process may cost him more 
than $60,000, including $36,000 
in upgrades to the pitch and the 
construction of a new washroom, 
as well as $19,900 for the zoning 
amendments.

Faced with these costs, Bala 
would like the Town to grant him 
an exception from the bylaw.

He says he wants to promote 
cricket in Georgina and get more 
residents involved, which might 
eventually lead to a municipal 
cricket pitch like Stouffville’s.

But if his cricket pitch is shut 
down, he says that goal may 
never be attained.

BALA ON HIS CRICKET PITCH
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RYAN  TAYLOR & DEIDRA JORDAN

GTTI CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

But despite being below the 
arena’s 15 per cent capacity limit, 
the Town wasn’t keen on the idea.

So they split the graduating 
class into eight small one-hour 
classroom ceremonies that ran 
over two days to accommodate 
social distancing and capacity 
restrictions.

While the classroom 
ceremonies were decidedly 
low-key, with the instructors 
giving out certificates and no 
family members present, most 
agreed it was better than a virtual 
graduation.

The speeches, although short 
and sweet, seemed heartfelt. The 
applause was genuine. Everyone 
in attendance was happy for 
the students and what they had 
accomplished over the past 26 
weeks.

After a series of group photos, 
the graduates signed their names 
on a big banner mounted on the 
arena’s sideboards and wished 
each other success in their new 
careers.

Ryan Taylor, 28, from 
Newmarket, has already lined up 
a job at R.A. Graham Electrical 
Contractors in Richmond Hill.

He credits his electrical 
instructor Devon Dwinnell for 
teaching the skills he needed to 
get the job.

“Devon is a great instructor. 
I’ve thoroughly enjoyed learning 
from him,” Taylor said.

“He prioritized the skills and 
knowledge that we’re going 
to need to do the job. And it’s 
already proven to be useful to 
me, even in the two weeks I’ve 
worked so far.”

“And the staff at GTTI were 
tremendously helpful with 
finding the job that I’m currently 
working now. So, it’s been very 
important in starting my career as 
an electrician.”

Taylor, who used to work as 
a forklift operator, encourages 
young people to enroll in GTTI if 
they’re thinking about a career in 
the skilled trades.

“If you want a job in the trades. 
I think this is a great start to that. 
And it’s free. You can’t beat that.”

Keswick resident Deidra 
Jordan, 23, who originally 
studied chemical engineering 
technology and is the only female 
student in her electrical class, is 
still finalizing her apprenticeship. 
But she’s confident that she will 
land one soon.

“For women, it’s definitely 
going to be harder because there 
are some men that just see you as 
a woman. But as long as you have 
the right mindset and the right 
attitude, you’re going to be fine,” 
she said.

“If you like being hands-on, I’d 
recommend it 100 per cent. I’ve 
always been a hands-on person. I 
can’t sit at a desk all day. I always 
like to be moving around and 
doing something.”

Director Phil Adams is pleased 
with the institute’s progress over 
the past six months.

“We are over 60 per cent 
placement for all students. So it’s 
very much a success story,” he 
said. “I’ve been in post-secondary 
for a number of years. And this 
success rate is better than I’ve 
ever seen achieved in the trades.”

He’s also confident that the 
institute will have no problem 
attracting students for its summer 
session. “We’re wait-listed in 
some of our trades already. And 
we are poised to begin July 5 
with a full complement of 120 
students.”
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Beloved by his patients, Dr. 
George Burrows was devoted to 
his family practice and the clinic 
he founded, often working seven 
days a week and 24-hours on-
call.

He made thousands of house 
calls over the years when other 
doctors refused to do so and 
spent countless hours in hospitals 
delivering babies, averaging 80 
deliveries a year.

Dr. Burrows passed away on 
May 23, 2015, after practicing 
medicine in Georgina for 59 
years. His last house call was just 
ten days before he died.

Health Georgina recently 
announced it would honour the 
memory of Dr. Burrows with 
a plaque installed on a granite 
rock near the entrance of the new 
Georgina Nurse Practitioner-
Led Clinic (GNPLC), currently 
under construction at 21071 
Dalton Rd., the former site of Dr. 
Burrows’ clinic.

The unveiling will occur 
when Health Georgina turns the 
keys over to GNPLC later this 
summer.

By all accounts Dr. Burrows 
lived a remarkable life.

He was born in Sutton on May 
7, 1928, the fourth generation of 
his family to live in Georgina.

He received his MD from the 
University of Toronto in 1954, 
and, after completing his final 
round as an intern at the Hospital 
for Sick Children, he hung up his 
shingle on High Street in Sutton 
in 1956.

But he soon realized that a 
group practice would benefit the 
community more than a solo 
practice, so he began recruiting 
doctors and established  a 
medical clinic.

The Georgina Medical Clinic, 
which also served as an urgent 
care facility, opened its doors at 

21071 Dalton Rd. in 1961.
It would grow to include nine 

family doctors and three Nurse 
Practitioners and be considered 
one of the most innovative 
and progressive clinics in the 
province, housing a surgical 
procedure room for suturing and 
resuscitation, as well as an x-ray 
room.

Although he would eventually 
sell the clinic to the Georgina 
Community Health Care 
Council (GCHCC), which later 
became Health Georgina, he 
was determined to see the clinic 
continue to serve the community. 
According to his nephew Pat 
Burrows, he donated half the 
purchase price back to the 
GCHCC.

In the days before OHIP, 
Dr. Burrows wouldn’t charge 
families who couldn’t afford his 
services and often paid for their 
children’s prescriptions.

“He told me he used to deliver 
a baby and get paid with two 
chickens,” Burrows said. 

“George was a giver, certainly 
not a taker. Money wasn’t 
everything to him; the gift of 
his time was something he gave 
freely.”

Dr. Burrows’ dedication was 
legendary in the community.

His daughter Heather Davies, 
a registered nurse, remembers 
him responding to a terrible 
snowmobile accident on 
Georgina Island in the late 1960s 
that took the lives of two 12-year-
old children.

Dr. Burrows drove across the 
ice road, which was late forming 
that winter, with his door open 
so he could jump out if the car 
began to sink.

“He just opened the door and 
gunned it,” said Davies. “He 
figured he would jump for it if he 
went through the ice.”

Health Georgina to honour 
memory of Dr. Burrows
By MIKE ANDERSON
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DR. GEORGE BURROWS

In 2006, Dr. Burrows was 
honoured as “Family Physician 
of the Year” for Ontario by the 
College of Family Physicians of 
Canada.

But his contributions were 
not only in the field of Family 
Medicine.

He was a councillor in the 
village of Sutton for five years 
and the first Mayor of the 
Township of Georgina in 1971, 
after the amalgamation of Sutton, 
Georgina township and North 
Gwillimbury township.

He sat another term as Mayor 
in 1975 and as ward councillor in 
1980.

While on council, he worked 
to improve subsidized housing, 
senior citizens’ apartments, and 
recreational facilities.

He also helped establish 
the York Region Branch of 
the Canadian Mental Health 
Association and the Georgina 
Family Life Centre.

A quote attributed to him 
reads:

“I’ve always said that most 
people live one life… but a family 
doctor is involved in thousands 
of lives. In essence, you become 
part of each patient’s life.”
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On June 1, during National 
AccessAbility Week, the Town 
of Georgina announced the 
installation of the Freedom 
Glider, an accessible swing made 
for wheelchair users.

The installation of the swing 
at The ROC playground was in 
partnership with Peaceful Hearts 
Georgina Foundation, and the 
Town’s Accessibility Committee 
supported the initiative.

Karin Cacciola, Founder and 
Chair of Peaceful Hearts, said 
her son Carter, who has cerebral 
palsy and is quadriplegic and non-
verbal, has used an accessible 
swing in the past.

“Carter, who is in a wheelchair, 
used to attend Camp Hope in 
Pefferlaw. He used to attend the 
Community Living Camp in 
the summer, and this property 
had a vintage wheelchair swing. 
It was made out of wood — it 
looked like it was made out of 
fence posts, it was that vintage. 
But they used to line up in the 
morning in their wheelchairs,” 
she said.

“It was like full-on giggles, 
they were so lit up. Going in a 
swing like that, they get to have 
a different experience.”

Cacciola said the new swing 

is thanks to Mayor Margaret 
Quirk, who she called a caring 
and compassionate person who 
always stands up for the special 
needs residents of Georgina.

Mayor Quirk created a 
Facebook fundraising event 
for her 60th birthday and asked 
for donations to raise funds for 
Peaceful Hearts in order to cover 
part of the cost for the swing. The 
rest of the funds were provided 
by the Town.

In return Peaceful Hearts 
wrote a cheque back to the 
Town of Georgina to put toward 
the accessible swing. It was a 
partnership, Cacciola said.

“We continue our work 
of finding ways to improve 
accessibility and inclusion in 
our community so our parks and 
amenities serve every resident. 
I would love to see additional 
parks with this type of swing 
and other accessible playground 
equipment,” said Mayor Quirk.

“I was involved with the 
Town’s first All Abilities 
Playground at R.L. Graham 
P.S. many years ago. It was the 
first in York Region from what I 
remember.”

Cacciola said the swing can be 
used by wheelchair users of all 

Town installs wheelchair 
swing at The ROC
By MICHELLE POIRIER

PEACEFUL HEARTS VISITS NEW SWING
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FREEDOM GLIDER

ages.
“We’re very excited that the 

Town of Georgina is on the move 
to create more accessibility for 
our community. This swing is a 
luxury to have in the park. I think 
it’s going to be fabulous for many 
other organizations, Community 
Living, Deaf Blind and some 
seniors, who can get out and have 
fun,” Ms. Cacciola said.

Stephanie Fraser, Landscape 
Architectural Planner for the 
Town of Georgina, said the 
ROC was chosen for its central 
location and accessible amenities 
like parking, washrooms and the 
splash pad. If the swing becomes 
popular they would look into 
other suitable locations for 
accessible play equipment.

Fraser said the safety surfacing 
for the swing is scheduled to be 
installed during the last week 
of June and, after all safety 
inspections, the swing will be 
ready for use.

The Town is working to 
increase accessibility with all 
new parks, playgrounds and trails 
designed to meet Accessibility 
for Ontarians with Disabilities 
Act (AODA) compliance and 
improvements being completed 
at Young’s Harbour, Glenwoods 
Park and the Sutton  Multi-use 
Facility, she said.
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Chamber opens registration 
for Georgina Scavenger Hunt

The Georgina Chamber of 
Commerce’s Discover Georgina 
Community Scavenger Hunt is 
taking place on Saturday July 17 
and registration is open. 

This is the third time the 
Chamber has run this event after 
two successful hunts in August 
and October of last year. 

“We started it as a way for 
people to be able to get out and 
discover Georgina and all that it 
has to offer while maintaining 
social distancing and maintaining 
the rules that are in effect,” 
Jennifer Anderson, Executive 
Director of the Georgina 
Chamber of Commerce, said. 

“We wanted to look at ways to 
get people to discover their own 
backyard and become tourists in 
their own community.”

 The hunt is three hours long 
and includes stops at many 
locations across all of Georgina, 
including attractions, historical 
sites, landmarks and local 
businesses.  

Anderson said some of the 
locations are mandatory stops, 
while others are optional. Each 
spot has a certain number of 
points associated with it, and 
teams are to take selfies while 
there as proof for points for 
prizes.   

She said, though they are able 
to safely run the event as they 
did last year, they would like 
this year to be more interactive, 
but they are waiting to hear 
information on new COVID-19 
guidelines.

The scavenger hunt is open to 
people of all ages and abilities. 
A team will be one carload and 
it costs $30 per team to register.

Anderson said some teams 
can get very competitive while 
others are just looking to enjoy 
a day out and learn about what 
Georgina has to offer.

She said, though the scavenger 
hunts started to allow people to 
get out during the pandemic, they 
will continue to run the hunts 
beyond COVID-19, because it 
has been well received and helps 
support the community. 

Visit www.georginachamber.
com to register. 

By MICHELLE POIRIER

TEAM SELFIE
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Mealshare and A&W provide 
500,000 meals to youth in need
By SARAH GRISHPUL

Mealshare, a national 
restaurant charity program, and 
A&W Canada announced that 
since forming a partnership in 
February, they have provided 
more than 500,000 meals to 
youth in need across Canada.

“We have been blown away 
these past months by the impact 
A&W has had for our program 
and for all the youth we support 
across the entire country,” 
Jeremy Bryant, Co-Founder of 
Mealshare, said in a news release. 

On June 14th, A&W switched 
the Mealshare Monday item to 
the Beyond Meat Burger. 

On Mondays, customers who 
purchase a Beyond Meat Burger 
at the Keswick A&W, located at 
23520 Woodbine Ave., will help 
provide a youth in need with one 
nutritious meal.  

“We are excited to see the 
impact the Beyond Meat Burger 
will have in our goal of reaching 
1.25 million meals shared this 
year,” Bryant said. 

Customers can also “Make it a 
Mealshare” any day of the week 
to donate a meal for an additional 
$1 added to their purchase.

Mealshare will forward the 

funds earned from restaurants 
to local and national charities 
to purchase the necessary 
ingredients to feed youth in need.

Mealshare has a large network 
of more than 450 local charity 
partners to distribute meals to 
young people, having added 25 
additional local charities to their 
program since February. 

Since February 2021, 299 
meals have been distributed 
locally through the St. Alban’s 
Boys and Girls Club in Keswick, 
an after-school program at Lake 
Simcoe Public School.

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

KESWICK A&W DRIVE THRU
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2nd Annual Georgina Pride 
Ride, Saturday, June 26
Come show you support and 
decorate your car for PRIDE. 
From 3 to 5 p.m. vehicles will 
travel along Lake Dr. to Sutton. 
Route begins at R.L. Graham PS 
in Keswick. Get on Lake Dr. at 
Church St. and continue all the 
way to Sibbalds Point and back 
up Black River to Sutton’s Tim 
Hortons parking lot. All must 
follow social distancing rules and 
obey all road rules. More info on 
Georgina Pride on FB. 

Curbside Giveaway Day,  
Saturday, June 26
Clear out the clutter! Put your 
unwanted items at the curb from 7 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on June 26 for other 
residents/neighbours to take free- 
of-charge. What hidden treasures 
will you find? All items must be 
removed by 5 p.m. and can only 
be put to the curb on this date.

For more information, call 905-
476-4301.

Georgina Farmers’ Market, 
Sunday, June 27
Georgina Farmers’ Market from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at The Link 
(20849 Dalton Rd., Sutton) 
features more than 35 vendors 
offering a wide variety of local 
products, including produce, 
meats, baked goods and 
handmade products. (COVID-19 
protocols in place). 

Lake Simcoe Gardeners 
Meeting, Monday, June 28
Lake  Simcoe Gardeners Zoom 
meeting June 28 at 7 p.m.
Instructions will be sent to current 
members with registration.
Our speaker will be Paul Gallatly: 
“Lions, Tigers, and Plants - oh 
My!” Become a member or give 
a gift membership  @ $20.00 
annually. Contact: diane@
ingersollassociates.com 

Georgina Feral Cat Committee 
(GFCC) is looking for fosters for 
adult cats and kittens!
GFCC will pay for food, 
toys, litter, and vet bills.  If 
you’re interested visit www.
georginaferals.ca and complete a 
foster application.  For volunteer 
opportunities with GFCC email: 
georginaferals@gmail.com. 
Donations can be sent via etransfer 

to: gfccpayment@gmail.com

Registration is open for 
the Georgina Chamber of 
Commerce “Discover Georgina 
Scavenger Hunt” on Saturday, 
July 17th, which runs 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m. The cost is $30 per vehicle 
(One vehicle per team). To register 
visit, www.georginachamber.com 

COMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS




