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Seniors demand landlord remove fence

The House of Cannabis, which bills itself 
as Ontario’s finest weed dispensary, will 
be Keswick’s first licensed pot shop. But it 
may be months before you can pay a visit to 
sample its selection of flowers, edibles and 
CBD oils.

Although the 15-day public notice 
period–which allows residents to submit 
their objections online–expired on June 30, 
President and CEO Benjamin Tran says the 
Alcohol Gaming Commission of Ontario 
(AGCO) still hasn’t given it’s final OK.

“We don’t know when we are going to 
be opening yet,” said Tran, whose Toronto-
based company plans to open six locations 
across Ontario in 2021.

“We are working with the AGCO to 
make sure our pre-inspection and public 
notice are complete. And after that, we’ll be 
put in a queue. They have accelerated the 
application process. But I think there’s still 
a lot of applications pending.”

Tran’s best guesstimate is about three to 
four months before he can open the doors.

In the meantime, Tran isn’t letting the 
grass grow under his feet.

His company is busy renovating Unit 9 at 
the Georgina Mall, located at Church St. and 
Woodbine Ave.

His goal is to create 900 square feet of 
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Keswick is about to get its first licensed cannabis store
By MIKE ANDERSON

their front lawn and flower garden, and the 
convenience of being able to walk out to the 
sidewalk and nearby parking lot.

But that all ended in 2019 when their 
landlord, Housing York Inc. (HYI), replaced 

By  MIKE ANDERSON

Velma and Delbert Storie have lived in a 
ground floor patio unit at Keswick Gardens, a 
seniors building located at 43 The Queensway 
N., for the past eight years.

For most of that time, they’ve enjoyed 
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a small privacy hedge in front 
of their unit with a rope fence, 
which, last month, was upgraded 
to a more substantial wood fence. 
The only gate, which is more than 
50 feet away, is padlocked.

“By putting a lock on the gate, 
we’re basically closed in. It’s not 
justified; we’re seniors, not kids,” 
Velma said.

HYI also completed an 
expensive landscape redesign 
for the building in 2019, which 
included replacing the grass in 
front of their patio with river 
rocks.

Velma, 84, says the river rocks, 
which covered up most of her 
lawn, have become a serious 
tripping hazard, especially in 
winter.

“For some reason, this 
part of the building is being 
discriminated against. We’re the 
only part of the building that 
they’re blocking residents in,” 
she said.

Velma believes the fences and 
landscaping are unnecessary and 
wonders why the money wasn’t 
spent renovating bathrooms in the 
building’s 120 units, something 
HYI promised more than four 
years ago.

“I’d like to see no fence here 
and the rocks removed. We 
need more work done inside 
the building. The fence does 
not benefit us. These bathrooms 
haven’t been done since the 
building was built,” she said.

The couple has joined a group 
of Keswick Gardens residents, 
led by Doreen Whetter, who 
are calling on HYI to remove 
the fence and rocks in front of 
20 patio units and restore the 
building’s communal gardens, 
which have been replaced with 
low-maintenance river rock and 
planters.

Whetter and her neighbours 
also want the building’s 
management and staff to drop 
their unofficial ban on residents 
watering plants.

“Last summer, at least twice, 

possibly three times, all the plants 
were replaced, because no one 
watered them,” she said.

“The residents who were 
watering them were told you are 
not allowed to water the plants.”

Whetter points out that other 
buildings managed by HYI, like 
nearby Pineview Terrace, allow 
their residents to tend communal 
gardens. And she doesn’t 
understand why her building 
can’t do the same.

“Our name is Keswick 
Gardens. The gardens we had 
were universal to our building,” 
she said.

“The Keswick Gardens sign 
out front, there’s not a flower in it. 
It’s full of rocks.”

“The circle with our flagpole 
also used to be full of flowers. We 
now have, what a lot of people 
refer to as, funeral urns. Tall 
plastic planters with the plant part 
dropped in it.”

Keswick Gardens is one of 
six seniors buildings, offering 
market rent and subsidized units, 
managed by HYI in Georgina.

According to Kerry Hobbs, 
Director of Housing Operations 
for Housing York Inc., 
management and staff at Keswick 
Gardens should not be stopping 
residents from watering plants on 
the property. Actually, she says 
they should assist them in doing 
so.

“We know that tending to plants 

FENCE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1



Speak to our knowledgeable 
and certified staff about our  
extensive selection of food, 

treats and supplies

905-722-7600 
20887 Dalton Road Sutton

Natalia Zammitti 289-264-7626

Let me 
 

your house!
Sell

AskNatalia.ca

REALTOR

 07.10.2021  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM    3 n

and flowers helps build a sense of 
community and belonging. As 
such, residents are welcome to 
tend to the plants,” she said.

“Residents can also request 
assistance with watering, subject 
to superintendent availability.”

Still, she says, the maintenance 
of “common areas” should be left 
to contractors.

“Residents are encouraged 
to beautify their space using 
planters and other containers 
on their patios. Small gardens 
are also permitted within a two-
foot perimeter of the patio area. 
Beyond that, green spaces are 
common areas maintained by a 
grounds maintenance contractor,” 
she said.

Hobbs also says the fence was 
necessary to protect residents 
from tripping or falling in front of 
their units.

“As the grassy areas between 
the walkout patios and parking 
lot are not maintained or intended 
as walkways, they can be a trip 
and fall hazard in the winter 
months. With safety in mind, the 
fence was built to separate the 
parking lot from the patios and 
direct visitors and residents to the 
sidewalk,” she said.

However, when asked if 
fencing had been recently erected 
at other HYI properties, like 
Pineview Terrace, Hobbs did not 
respond.

In fact, residents in patio units 
at Pineview Terrace, located at 
190 Church St., are not fenced in, 

and are free to walk across their 
lawns to access the sidewalk and 
parking lot area.

Whetter, 70, who lives in 
a patio unit with her husband 
Malcolm, doesn’t believe that 
her front lawn is a trip and fall 
hazard.

She also says HYI installed 
the fence without adequately 
consulting residents.

“According to them, they 
consulted us. They stuffed a half 
sheet of paper in the apartment 
doors, asking us did we want an 
A or B fence? No question of do 
you want a fence?”

“We don’t want a fence at all,” 
she said. “We’re not senile. We’re 
not animals in the zoo. We’re not 
prisoners. It’s ridiculous.”

In an email response to Whetter, 
dated July 4, Randall Profitt, 
Manager of Housing Operations 
for HYI, said the fence not only 
addressed “walkway safety,” 
but also “concerns with privacy 
around ground floor suites.”

“HYI understands that you 
may find it more convenient to 
access the sidewalks and parking 
lot directly from your patio and 
across the lawn from your home, 
but in the interests of safety 
and fairness, HYI requests that 
all residents and their guests 
continue to use the designated 
sidewalks and entrances,” he 
added.

Whetter says privacy has never 
been a significant concern at 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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POT SHOP CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
FUTURE LOCATION OF THE HOUSE OF CANNABIS

“leading-edge” cannabis retail 
space.

“Right now, we are working 
with our design team and our 
construction team to make the 
space more customer-focused 
and guide them through the 
customer journey,” he said.

“We want to make sure that 
we offer an environment where 
someone can discover cannabis 
safely, but also offer alternatives 
to the traditional pre-rolls or 
flowers. So we’re investing 
heavily in our product mix with 
CBD and bath bombs and stuff 
like that that traditional people 
don’t think about.”

Tran also plans to place a lot 
of emphasis on staff training and 
customer education.

“We are very focused on 
making sure that our staff are 
educated on the product as well 
as the rules and regulations 
associated with cannabis. 
So we’re building strong 
relationships with the people 
and companies that grow the 
cannabis and manufacture the 
cannabis products, making sure 
that the information is conveyed 
properly and we present that 
item to the customer in the best 
possible way.”

While Tran may be the first 
out of the gate in Keswick, he 
won’t be the only game in town. 
There are three other pot shops 
in various stages of AGCO 

approvals; two are located on 
The Queensway and another on 
Riverglen Dr.

The House of Cannabis will 
also have to compete with the pot 
shop run by the Chippewas of 
Georgina Island. Daawegamig, 
located in the Island View 
Business Centre next to the 
Virginia Beach Marina, has built 
up a loyal customer base since 
opening in 2019.

“There’s definitely going to 
be competition. But making 
sure the customer comes first is 
going to be key to winning in 
a competitive market and not 
just hustling someone through a 
sale,” Tran said.

“I’ve talked to a lot of retailers. 
And some people concentrate 
on the time it takes for each 
transaction. Can we get someone 
in and out of the door in a two 
or three minute timeframe? I 
think that ruins the experience 
for someone, especially if I’m 
coming in as a new user.”

While Tran believes his store 
will be competitive, he’s worried 
that too many pot shops could 
saturate the market in Georgina.

“I would say the saturation 
point is one store per 10,000 
population. So it’s getting there. 
Unfortunately, some retailers are 
not going to make it. But that’s 
the nature of the free market, 
right?”
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After being closed to the public 
for over a year, ClearWater Farm 
reopened their doors on July 9 
and is welcoming visitors back.

“We are so excited to have our 
community back, running around, 
learning and connecting with 
nature. I think now, more than 
ever, people are craving getting 
outdoors,” Jennifer Harrison,  
Director of Communications and 
Development for ClearWater 
Farm, said.

ClearWater’s farm stand 
opened on the May long 
weekend, but now visitors can 
explore the farm when they visit.

“You can see where the 
vegetables are grown, take a 
peek inside the greenhouse and 
look at the gardens and then 
you are actually able to buy the 
vegetables after you’ve seen 
where they’re grown,” Harrison 
said. 

She said visitors to the farm 
can pick up a map and take a self-
guided tour through the farm, 
stopping at eight locations with 
informative signs.  

“The whole farm is about 
learning, kids learning to be 
connected to the land, young 
agripreneurs learning about 
farming, everybody learning 
about new technologies that can 
help small farms like us,” said 
Annabel Slaight, Founding Chair 
of the Ontario Water Centre, the 

charitable organization behind 
ClearWater Farm. 

The Basket Program run by 
ClearWater has become very 
popular this year, with around 
250 weekly customers through 
doorstep delivery and pickup 
locations, Harrison said. 

She said the program 
partners, like Market Brewing 
Company and The Queensway 
Marketplace, contribute to the 
success of the program, and it’s 
important to them to foster these 
kinds of relationships. 

Slaight said they will be adding 
more fields to expand growing 
space by opening up some more 
of the property near Metro Rd. 
And that they are hoping to 
complete the barn, which they 
plan to become a community 
hub, by next summer, using 
the grant money they received 
from the federal and provincial 
governments in May. 

ClearWater has also launched 
a new interactive website for 
families, www.clearwaterkids.
org. Slaight said it is a unique, 
interactive experience for kids 
as they can go and see the virtual 
farm, and explore and play 
online.  

You can visit ClearWater 
on Fridays from 3:00p.m. to 
6:00p.m. and Saturdays from 
9:30a.m. to 2:00p.m. at 1614 
Metro Rd. N. in Willow Beach.

ClearWater Farm reopens
By  MICHELLE POIRIER

AGRIPRENEUR NANCY DANIEL AT FARM STAND
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Residents want speed limit  
lowered on Warden Ave.
By MIKE ANDERSON

Residents are calling on York 
Region to lower the speed limit 
on Warden Ave. from 80 to 70 
km/h. They argue that commuters 
and day-trippers use Warden 
Ave., from Ravenshoe Rd. to 
Baseline Rd., to bypass the traffic 
lights and rush-hour congestion 
on Woodbine Ave., and often 
drive at speeds above 90 km/h on 
the narrow two-lane road.

“It’s scary when they go fast, 
and the traffic is worse than it’s 
ever been,” said John Munro, 
whose farm is located on Warden 
Ave., near Lockie Sideroad, just 
north of the hamlet of Belhaven.

“They’re doing 90 or a 100 
km/h up here. I want to see it 
reduced to 70 km/h, so that will 
reduce the number of people who 
are coming up the road.”

“Warden, north of Ravenshoe, 
is a bypass of Woodbine, to miss 
the traffic lights and big box 
stores, for those in a hurry.”

Munro argues Warden Ave., 
a Regional road, should have 
the same speed limit as nearby 
Kennedy Ave. and McCowan 
Rd., which are both Town roads 
that run parallel to Warden Ave.

“Warden is the only road that’s 
80 km/h. The other two, Kennedy 
and McCowan, are both 70 km/h. 
And Warden is 70 km/h in East 
Gwillimbury, and sometimes 
it’s 60 km/h when’s there’s extra 
housing,” said Munro, a long 

time resident and husband of the 
late Julia Munro, who served as 
York-Simcoe’s MPP for 23 years.

“The three roads are exactly 
the same, and this one gets 
more traffic because people are 
escaping Woodbine.”

Belhaven residents are also 
concerned that the 80 km/h speed 
limit on Warden Ave. does not 
allow motorists enough time 
to reduce their speed before 
entering the hamlet’s 50 km/h 
speed zone.

They say speeding vehicles 
pose a serious risk to residents 
walking along the narrow 
shoulders or pulling out of their 
driveways.

Ed Baird, 74, who has lived 
in Belhaven, near the corner of 
Bethel Sideroad and Warden 
Ave., for the past 35 years, has 
noticed a significant increase in 
traffic–along with the noise that 
comes with it–and numerous 
vehicles speeding through the 
hamlet’s 50 km/hr zone.

“It’s a regular occurrence, 
especially during the morning 
and afternoon rush hours. They 
go 90 km/h along Woodbine 
Ave., and then they come into the 
50 km/h zone, and it’s a straight 
road. They don’t see any cops, so 
they just hammer it,” Baird said.

“Yesterday, a guy was going 
by doing 60 km/h, and another 
guy passed him on the road right 

JOHN MUNRO
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in front of my place. It happens 
all the time.”

Baird argues if the speed limit 
is reduced on Warden Ave., it will 
slow everyone down and reduce 
the risk of a serious accident.

He points out that Belhaven, 
which has roughly 20 households, 
has no sidewalks — they were 
removed by the Town over a 
decade ago.

And, while the Region recently 
replaced the dirt shoulders with 
gravel, Baird says they are still 
too narrow and dangerous to 
walk along, especially during 
rush hour.

Baird is not just concerned 
about seniors, like himself. The 
demographics of Belhaven have 
changed in recent years. There 
are now more younger families 
with small children.

“There are 17 kids in Belhaven, 
and I’m concerned about their 
safety,” he said.

Since 2018, the Region has 
rotated speed boards in and 
out of Belhaven to monitor 
speeding. The results show an 
average speed of between 51 to 
53 km/h through the hamlet in 
both directions, indicating a high 
compliance with the 50 km/h 
speed zone.

Still, according to Nelson 
Costa, York Region’s Manager 
for Corridor Control and Safety, 
when speed boards are not 
present in Belhaven, average 
speeds are generally higher, in 
some cases reaching 77 km/h.

Baird disputes the speed board 
results, arguing that at least 
one was located in the wrong 
place, at the top of a hill, which 
northbound motorists must drive 
up before entering Belhaven.

“So when you come up the 
hill, you’re going to slow down 
anyhow,” he said.

He also says that speed boards 
are inaccurate, as motorists 
typically slow down when they 
see one.

“I could see tail lights going 
on in front of my place. So you 

know, people hammered on the 
brakes when they saw the speed 
board. That’s how they get the 
nice speeds. It slows everyone 
down,” he said.

Baird has tried to draw 
attention to the speeding issue 
with Town Council and the 
Region, but there’s been no real 
move to reduce the speed limit on 
Warden Ave. so far.

In 2019, in an email to The 
Post, the Region argued that 
any change to the speed limit on 
Warden Ave. would have to be 
approved through a complicated 
process, including a review of 
the Transportation Association of 
Canada’s speed limit guidelines.

The Region also warned, 
“that lowering the speed limits 
without changing the physical 
characteristics of the road, traffic 
patterns, and/or land use can 
have negative impacts.”

However, the Region appears 
to have had a change of heart.

In an email to The Post on July 
7, Costa said the Region is now 
working with residents to review 
the speeding issue in Belhaven.

“In addition, staff are taking 
a broader view of speed limits 
on Warden Avenue between 
Ravenshoe Road and Baseline 
Road. This review is underway,’ 
he said.

The Region also recently added 
advanced speed reduction signs 
on Warden Ave.–a 250-metre 
warning that the 50 km/h speed 
zone in Belhaven is approaching. 
It has also promised to install 
speed limit pavement markings 
with the 50 km/h limit on the 
road’s surface.

While Baird appreciates these 
changes, he believes it’s not 
enough, and, like Munro, he 
wants to keep up the pressure to 
reduce the overall speed limit on 
Warden Ave. He’s also calling on 
the Region to install photo radar 
in Belhaven.

“I asked a cop the other day, 
how bad an accident do we need 
to have till something is done?”
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Canada Day drive-thru event 
attracts hundreds of vehicles
By MIKE ANDERSON

Despite calls to cancel the 
event, York-Simcoe MP Scot 
Davidson’s Canada Day drive-
thru took place on July 1, 
attracting hundreds of vehicles at 
The ROC.

According to Davidson, his 
constituency office had received 
several emails asking him to 
cancel, as #CancelCanadaDay, 
sparked by the recent discoveries 
of hundreds of unmarked graves 
at three former residential 
schools, gained traction on social 
media.

Patrick Meyer, seeking the 
Green Party candidacy for York-
Simcoe, had also called for a 
boycott of the event on Facebook.

However, Davidson says 
he was glad he didn’t cancel 
the event, believing that a day 
reserved for celebration could 
also be used for reflection.

“It’s important that we celebrate 
Canada Day,” said Davidson.

“This is a tough year for 
Canadians. There’s an open 
wound now because of some 
of the dark things that have 
happened in our past.”

“I spoke with Chief Donna Big 
Canoe and councillor Bill McCue 
and told them what I was doing. 
And they were very supportive. 
They said we have to get around 

the fire together and build that 
trust again. And I think that is 
the important message that I am 
trying to put out here.”

While residents in their 
vehicles were treated to a free 
BBQ, giveaways, live music 
and a flypast by an RCAF 
CC-130 Hercules, they also 
received copies of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission’s 
“Calls-to-Action”-many of which 
have yet to be implemented, six 
years after the report was tabled.

Volunteers wore orange shirts 
with the message ‘Every Child 
Matters,’ and lawn signs with 
the same message were mixed in 
with Happy Canada Day signs.

Davidson was joined by his wife 
Suzanne Howes, who, together 
with another band member from 
Georgina Island, gave out orange 
ribbons in remembrance of the 
lost Indigenous children.

Mayor Margaret Quirk and 
councillors Mike Waddington 
and Dave Harding were also on 
hand to lend their support and 
give out gift bags from the Town 
of Georgina.

“Whether you want to boycott 
Canada Day, that’s entirely your 
own choice. But I really hope 
people take a moment to reflect 
and to understand what Canada 

MP SCOT DAVIDSON AND WIFE SUZANNE HOWES
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Day means to the Indigenous 
community,” said Mayor Quirk, 
who wants to see more education 
and training for Town staff on 
Indigenous issues, including the 
history and legacy of residential 
schools.

“We’re not a perfect nation. 
There are things that we’ve 
done in the past that were 
wrong. So I think it’s time that 
we all learn more, acknowledge 
what was wrong, and start that 
reconciliation.”

Many at the event echoed the 
Mayor’s sentiments.

“While we always celebrate 
Canada Day, I understand 
this year is different. I think 
it’s important to recognize all 
aspects of our history. And share 
the awareness with others in 
our community,” said Keswick 
resident Stacey Holliday, who 
was first in line for the drive-thru 
along with her family.

“I love that when we were 
pulling in, we saw all the orange 
shirts. I thought that was a great 
way to incorporate everything all 
in one.”

John Bailey, the owner of 
Bailey’s Homestead Restaurant, 
who was prepared to BBQ more 
than 800 hamburgers for the 
event, was also glad it was going 
forward.

“I think Canada Day should 
be about everybody coming 
together, everybody learning 
and celebrating the good, but 
understanding the bad,” said 

Bailey. “With a platform like 
Canada Day, everybody should 
be able to be aware of it. Every 
child does matter.”

The Connors Brothers were 
also grateful for the chance to 
play to a live crowd–their first 
since the pandemic began–even 
if most people were in their cars.

“Canada Day has always 
been a big event for our band. 
We appreciate the opportunity 
to celebrate our country, but 
also what Scot has done with 
this particular event, the way 
he’s recognized everyone in the 
community, makes us feel really 
good,” said John Connor.

“Recognizing the suffering 
that Indigenous people are going 
through and have been going 
through in our history is really 
important and a great part of what 
today is all about.”

While most felt it was a good 
idea to acknowledge the history 
of residential schools during 
Canada Day, many didn’t want 
to see Canada Day cancelled 
because of it.

“It’s disappointing that all of 
that happened. But it still doesn’t 
make me feel any different 
toward the country. Mistakes 
were made, and it should never 
have happened, but we can’t go 
back and change it,” said Jennifer 
Richardson from Jackson’s Point.

“I don’t think Canada Day 
should be dismissed as a result 
of it. But it’s important that they 
both be recognized.”
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Keswick Gardens.
“We don’t have security 

issues. We don’t have break-ins. 
We don’t have drunks walking 
around. We don’t have doors 
knocked or windows smashed,” 
she said. “We don’t have any of 
these issues.”

Whetter, a former police 
officer and nurse in the U.K., 
also argues the fence is actually 
unsafe because it prevents ground 
floor residents from escaping a 
fire quickly via their patio door.

She adds that EMS will take 
longer to reach residents in the 
patio suites because the fence 
gates are always locked.

Whetter knows seconds count 
because she had a medical 
emergency two years ago, and 
paramedics entered her suite 
through the patio door.

“Before we had the fence, they 
were in here dealing with me in 
a matter of minutes. It was very 
quick,” she said.

VELMA & DELBERT STORIE

FENCE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

On July 9, Profitt and Christina 
Bonham, the building’s property 
manager, met informally with 
more than 20 residents to address 
their concerns. But, according 
to Whetter, they did not offer to 
remove the fence. 

Whetter is not holding out hope 
for a quick resolution, but she is 
vowing to keep up the fight.

“We may have won a battle or 
two, but we want to win the war.”
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As a member of The War 
Amps Child Amputee (CHAMP) 
program, five-year-old Tarah 
from Keswick, who was born 
a left leg amputee, received a 
prosthetic leg through the support 
and financial aid the organization 
provides.

“My daughter was born 
missing her fibula bone,” said 
Tarah’s mom, Te-Anna Alain-
Burke. “So, she doesn’t have her 
lower bone in her foot on her left 
side.”

With the prosthetic leg, Tarah 
is able to enjoy activities like 
swimming and riding her bike.

“With The War Amps’ support, 
Tarah is able to be just like any 
other child and do whatever she 
sets her mind to,” she said.

Te-Anna was recently 
approached by the War Amps to 
have Tarah featured in an email 
campaign to local media outlets, 
after she sent her photo to the 
organization.   

“She actually just started 
modelling, so that’s her passion 
right now,” said Te-Anna, who 
is delighted her daughter was 
selected. “So when I took those 
pictures she was just so happy to 
pose.”

The War Amps is a Canadian-
based non-profit that operates 
a free Key Tag Service that has 
been returning lost keys to their 

owners for over 75 years. 
It also provides financial 

assistance, peer support, and 
education to amputees through 
programs like CHAMP. Te-Anna 
explains that one of the benefits 
of the CHAMP program is that it 
brings child amputees together. 

“When they go to CHAMP, 
it’s like they’re with their own 
people. They feel comfortable, 
they show their lives, so it’s 
really great for the kids.”

Not only does the program 
provide child amputees with 
peer support through seminars 
and events, but members are 
also eligible to receive financial 
assistance for artificial limbs 
and devices. The prosthetic leg 
that Tarah received costs $5,000; 
however as she grows she’ll 
require replacements that can 
cost from $75,000 to $125,000.

“All of CHAMP’s charity 
and fundraising help us pay 
for those legs,” Te-Anna said. 
“So, CHAMP is very vital and 
important.”

Since the War Amps doesn’t 
receive government grants, 
people have the option to donate 
through the Key Tag and Address 
Label Services to help fund 
programs like CHAMP. 

To order a key tag or learn 
more about the War Amps, visit 
www.waramps.ca.

Keswick girl featured by War 
Amps CHAMP program
By SARAH GRISHPUL

TARAH HOLDS WATERPROOF LEG
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