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A group of concerned residents, who 
call themselves Friends of the Maskinonge 
River, are urging local politicians and the 
Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority 
(LSRCA) to do more to clean-up the 
Maskinonge River.

The group, which formed in 2020 and 
whose members live mainly on Riveredge Dr. 
and Riverglen Dr. in Keswick, say the river 
in front of their properties is stagnant, full of 
muck, and often covered in a carpet of algae 
and floating duckweed.

They say the water quality is so bad that 
fish can’t survive, and, with garbage and 
debris accumulating around docks, it is no 
longer safe to swim.

“Nobody swims ever. You never see 
anybody in the river. It’s mucky, and it’s 
filled with algae,” said Brenda Eng, who co-
founded the group with her friend Christine 
Legree.

“The river is just not moving. There’s no 
flow. And, most of the time, the water level 
is very low.”

Eng blames sod farms and commercial 
farms east of Woodbine Ave. for most of the 
river’s problems.

She points to a recent report produced by 
Patrick Meyer, a former marine ecologist, 
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who argues sod farms, in particular, are taking 
too much water from the river to irrigate their 
fields.

Meyer says the Maskinonge River, the 
oldest on Lake Simcoe, has become little 
more than “a tributary for road waste and 
farm slur to enter the Simcoe Basin.”

According to Meyer,  the northern 

tributaries of the Maskinonge have been 
blocked and dammed by farmers to create 
ponds, which are used for livestock watering.

He also claims sod farms are over 
pumping, drying up the Maskinonge’s eastern 
tributaries, significantly restricting the river’s 
flow, and preventing it from discharging 
naturally into Lake Simcoe.
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“The distressing part is the 
river is moving actively upstream. 
And this means the water is being 
displaced by lake water. We need 
it to go in the opposite direction 
to keep the flow healthy,” Meyer 
said.

“The river has become an 
industrial inlet. It’s just serving 
the sod farming industry. And 
that’s shocking.”

According to the Ministry 
of the Environment (MECP), 
there are currently three active 
permits to take water from the 
Maskinonge River.

Brouwers Sod Farms Ltd has 
two permits – one for 8,728,320 
L/day, the other for 3,486,720 
L/day – which allow it to pump 
water from the river 150 days 
each year.

Don Chapman Farms Ltd, a 
large-scale vegetable farming 
operation, has a single permit that 
allows it to pump 2,907,000 L/
day for up to 110 days a year.

In total, these two farms can 
legally pump more than 15 
million litres of water from the 
river per day – the equivalent of 
six Olympic-sized swimming 
pools.

Meyer says that LSRCA 
has estimated the total volume 
of water in the river – from 
Woodbine Ave to the river’s 
mouth at Lake Simcoe – to be 
over 80 million litres. So nearly 
20 per cent of that water could be 
used for irrigation per day.

“That is a big shocker,” he said. 
“Potentially, every five days or 
so, you’re losing a big part of the 
river through siphoning. That’s a 
lot of water.”

Meyer also questions whether 
the Ministry is doing an adequate 
job of policing the water permits.

According to the MECP 
website, monitoring is largely 
based on an honour system, 
with permit holders required to 
record the amount of water they 
take each day, and submit those 
records once per year.

The Post asked MECP if 

inspectors visit the pumping 
locations along the Maskinonge 
River, but as of publishing no 
response was received. 

Eng would also like to see more 
accountablity over water taking. 
“There are people taking water 
out of the river that are using it 
for farms,” she said.

“The farmers need to know that 
it’s not like a money pit that you 
can just draw from and not care.”

Friends of the Maskinonge 
River is also concerned that 
agricultural run-off from farms 
east of Woodbine Ave., which 
LSRCA confirms is occuring, 
may be contaminating the river 
with phosphorus, pesticides, and 
herbicides.

Eng recently asked the Town’s 
Waterways Advisory Committee 
to test the water along the river, 
but there was no commitment to 
do so.

According to the Town, water 
testing is only done in beach areas 
and only by public health.

LSRCA is the only agency that 
tests water in the Maskinonge 
River, primarily for phosphorus, 
nitrates and chloride (salt), but 
not for pesticides or herbicides.

Still, according to LSRCA, 
from 2008 to 2019, 91 per cent 
of water samples from the river 
exceeded the provincial water 
quality guideline for phosphorus.
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What happens when a small 
town denies a big city mayor a 
building permit?

Well, we’re about to find out, 
because that’s what’s happening 
along the tony stretch of Lake Dr. 
N. know as Eastbourne.

When Toronto Mayor John 
Tory and his wife Barbara 
Hackett purchased ‘Fairlawn,’ 
their cottage estate near 
Eastbourne Golf Club, in 2001, 
the property included waterfront 
access to a small dock and a 
boathouse with a roof-top deck 
offering spectacular sunset views 
of Lake Simcoe.

However, after twenty years, 
like many other indirect Lake Dr. 
property owners, they noticed 
their dock and boathouse were 
beginning to show their age.

So last fall, they removed the 
old dock and built an impressive 
new one.

However, according to the 
Town, the couple may have 
built the dock without a permit, 
as there is no record of 2020 
applications for such work.

The Town doesn’t require 
permits for docks unless they 
are over land and more than 2 ft. 
above ground -- so a permit was 
probably required in this case. 

Nevertheless, this April, Tory 
and Hackett did apply for a 
building permit to build their 
new boathouse. But the couple 
were in for a surprise.

Although the design was 
already approved by the Town’s 

Town denies Toronto Mayor 
John Tory building permit
By MIKE ANDERSON
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ALGAE IN MASKINONGE RIVER

And, since 2014, when the 
highway 404 extension opened, 
84 per cent of the samples also 
exceeded chronic guidelines for 
chloride (salt).

Still, from 2008 to 2019, 99.7 
per cent of water samples had 
nitrate levels below the guideline.

The low nitrate levels may be 
attributable to LSRCA’s only 
water monitoring station being 
located nearly 4 km south-east 
of Woodbine Ave., on a tributary 
that’s upstream from most of the 
sod farms.

The Post asked Brouwer 
Sod Farms to comment on the 
claims made by Friends of the 
Maskinonge River.

According to Gerry Brouwer, 
his sod farm has not pumped 
any water from the Maskinonge 
River so far this year. “On the 
Maskinonge, we didn’t use the 
water at all this year,” he said.

Brouwer also says water 
pumping does not affect the 
river’s water level or flow.

“I don’t believe that because 
the river is at lake level. So to 
drop it by an inch, it would take 
millions of gallons.”

He also denied there is any 
agricultural run-off from his 
property.

“There is never run-off from 
our field because it’s a level field,” 
he said. “There’s a big buffer, at 
least a couple of hundred feet, 
between the river and where we 
actually grow sod. So there is no 
possibility of anything from our 
fields going into the river.”

While the LSRCA continues 
to complete restoration projects 

on the Maskinonge River 
subwatershed, the pace of that 
work has slowed considerably.

In 2009,  LSRCA launched 
the Maskinonge River Recovery 
Project (MRRP), a community-
led initiative that completed 112 
restoration projects.

But the project ended in 2017, 
after federal funding through 
the Lake Simcoe Clean-Up 
Fund – cancelled by the Liberal 
government – dried up. The 
MRRP volunteer committee, 
which played a key role in the 
project, was also disbanded.

Since 2018, LSRCA has 
completed just six Maskinonge 
River restoration projects, with 
another 2 in progress.

LSRCA’s Maskinonge River 
Subwatershed Plan, published in 
2010, is also out of date, and its 
most recent water testing data is 
two years old.

Still,  LSRCA continues to offer 
restoration grants to landowners 
along the Maskinonge River, 
and provides a free of charge site 
consultations (restoration@lsrca.
on.ca).

On June 2, Friends of the 
Maskinonge River met with 
LSRCA, via Zoom, to discuss 
their concerns. But, according to 
Eng, the meeting did not go well. 
“We suggested several things to 
LSRCA, and they downplayed 
everything we suggested,” she 
said. “Everybody keeps saying, 
it’s not my problem. It’s not our 
area. We don’t take care of it. We 
don’t govern it. Well, who does?”

While she acknowledges that 
saving the river isn’t going to 

RIVER CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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IRRIGATION PUMP DRAWS FROM RIVER 

be easy, Eng is hopeful that the 
LSRCA, Town and other levels 
of government will respond to the 
group’s concerns.

“As long as we’re fighting for 
the river, it will happen because 
we’re not going to stop. We’ve 
got a lot more people that we 
started with, and more people will 
come on board,” she said.

There are signs the group’s 
lobbying efforts may be working.

Mayor Margaret Quirk recently 
promised to submit a budget 
request to install a floating boom 
near the Woodbine Ave. bridge, 
which she hopes will be done in 
partnership with LSRCA.

The boom should stop the 
flow of algae, floating duckweed, 
garbage and other debris, 
improving the aesthetics of the 
western section of the river, 
which flows through Keswick.
But, there is no guarantee that 
council will approve the funding.

Eng has invited the Mayor and 

council to take a boat ride with 
her along the river to see the 
issues first hand. 

“We want them to notice how 
poor the condition of the river 
is and to do something about 
it,” she said. “We do pay extra 
taxes to live along the river. And 
nobody’s getting any happiness 
out of being on the water here. 
It’s pretty sad.”
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Carriere family selected for  
Portraits of Giving Award
By MICHELLE POIRIER

Laurie and Mike Carriere and 
their daughter, Crystal Pangman, 
have been selected as the 2021 
Georgina recipients for Merk 
Photography’s annual Portraits 
of Giving. 

The Portraits of Giving Award 
celebrates leaders and individuals 
in York Region who demonstrate 
social responsibility. 

“Mike and I, and our daughter 
Crystal, are so humbly thrilled 
to be honoured by Karen 
Merk’s 2021 Portraits of Giving 
Awards, and to be amongst so 
many inspiring recipients. It’s 
tremendous to be recognized 
for doing what we love,” Ms. 
Carriere said.

The Carriere family are 
passionate about giving back 
to the community, holding 
annual food and toy drives 
every Halloween, Christmas 
and Easter with displays at 
their home to support Georgina 
Food Pantry, Optimist Club of 
Keswick, Shades of Home and 
the Breakfast Club Program. 

They also organize the annual 
Terry Fox Run in Georgina.

“For many, many years now, 
we have proudly organized 
the Georgina Terry Fox Run. 
COVID-19 has presented 
many challenges, but with our 
community’s incredible support, 
we continue to fight cancer,” she 
said. 

 “We’re Terry’s Ambassadors; 
we promote, fundraise,  
encourage, manage, and share 
Terry’s story of inspiration and 
his vision.” 

The Carriere family was 
sponsored by Sutton Home 
Hardware for this award.

“Congratulations to the 
Carriere family on receiving the 
2021 Portraits of Giving Award 
for Georgina. We are so proud 
to be their sponsor this year and 
would like to thank them for their 
dedication and commitment to 
raising money for The Terry Fox 
Foundation,” the Sutton Home 
Hardware Facebook page posted. 

The 2021 Georgina Virtual 
Terry Fox Run will take place on 
September 19. You can register 
at www.terryfox.ca/terryfoxrun/
georgina.  

CARRIERE FAMILY
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building department, they were 
denied.

The Post asked the Town to 
comment. But a spokesperson 
responded the Town “does not 
provide comment on particulars 
of permit applications.”

The Post also asked Hackett to 
comment, but she declined.

However, a source, with 
knowledge of the matter, told 
The Post that the permit has been 
put on hold because of ongoing 
litigation over the Town’s 
refusal to issue building permits 
to indirect Lake Dr. property 
owners.

The Town’s current policy is 
if you can’t prove you own the 
waterfront, then it’s owned by the 
Town. And that means, no permit 
– sort of.

Apparently, quite a few 
indirect property owners in 
Eastbourne have managed to 
build boathouses in recent years.

And Tory and Hackett probably 

believe that once the litigation is 
over, they too may get to build 
their boathouse.

But, clearly, not in time for this 
year’s boating season.

This is not the first time that 
Tory and Hackett have run into a 
problem with the Town over their 
cottage property.

When the couple applied for 
a minor variance in 2018 that 
would allow them to build a 
new two-story detached garage 
with two washrooms, the 
Town’s committee of adjustment 
approved the variance — even 
though recent committee 
decisions had not allowed 
washrooms within a detached 
garage.

But there was a caveat. The 
committee refused to allow 
the inclusion of a kitchen, so 
the building could not be used 
as a dwelling, and, it further 
stipulated, the garage could 
not be used for overnight 

JOHN TORY’S OLD DOCK AND BOATHOUSE

accommodation.
This must have caused 

Hackett, who has been running 
her own design and build firm, 
Stratheden Homes, for more than 
20 years, to blow a gasket.

Now, Tory and Hackett can’t 
build their new boathouse this 
summer.

Word is that the couple have 
hired a lawyer to help move the 
proceedings along. After all, 

what good is a boathouse in the 
wintertime?

The bigger question is should 
Tory and Hackett be granted a 
building permit for a boathouse 
built on land they may not own, 
while other indirect Lake Dr. 
property owners are being denied 
permits to replace their aging 
docks and boathouses?

MAYOR CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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With the new intensive care 
unit operational, it’s on to the next 
big project for Shades of Hope 
Wildlife Refuge in Pefferlaw.

The centre is building a 
raptor aviary, an essential part 
of treatment for large eagles, 
hawks, and owls. 

“We receive a lot of large birds, 
many hawks and owls,” says Gail 
Lenters, the refuge’s founder and 
board president. 

“We have to ship them to 
other facilities to test their flying 
ability, and that’s a lot of stress 
on the birds, moving them. But 
they need an aviary; otherwise, 
how do we know they can really 
fly?” 

While The fluctuating cost of 
lumber is impacting the aviary’s 
construction costs, the site plan 
is approved and permitting is 
underway.

Folks in Georgina and the 
surrounding area know that the 
Shades of Hope is always one 
busy place. 

The number of orphaned and 
injured birds and animals they 

help is astonishing; so far, in 
2021, there have been 4,400 
rescues admitted. There are some 
760 animals and birds currently 
in care, including the first wave 
of this year’s orphaned babies 
readying for release. 

There are deer and ducks, 
owls and opossum, skunks and 
starlings. And one American 
Toad.

Lenters received licenses from 
the Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Fisheries and Canadian 
Wildlife Services in 2012 for 
Shades of Hope to become an 
official wildlife rescue and a 
registered charity. 

The refuge has helped 25,847 
birds and animals between 2013 
and 2020. If those numbers 
seem unrelenting, they are. Does 
Lenters herself ever lose hope?

“It’s always a rollercoaster; 
sometimes people do terrible 
things to animals, but then 
someone comes in who has done 
something wonderful, and you 
know there are a lot of people 
who care,” says Lenters. “Our 

Shades of Hope to build 
raptor aviary 
By TINA NOVOTNY

HAWK RELEASED AFTER TREATMENT
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FOX TREATED IN ICU

DR.  CLIFF REDFORD, CHIEF VET AT SHADES OF HOPE

purpose never wanes.”
The centre’s mission is to 

nurture, treat and rehabilitate 
wildlife to release back to the 
natural environment. With the 
loss of habitat, wildlife more 
frequently comes into contact 
with highways and other human-
made hazards, creating greater 
numbers of injured and orphaned 
animals. 

They all find a safe haven at 
Shades of Hope, located at 87 
Routley Avenue in Pefferlaw.

Lenters is thrilled that their 
new intensive care unit is 
operational, the focus of last 
year’s fundraising efforts. “It’s 

got incubators, oxygen and 
IV rigs and is a quiet place for 
animals needing surgery,” she 
says. 

“Make sure you thank all the 
local businesses that support 
us,” says Lenters, who will be 
reaching out to building centres 
to help with the aviary. 

She’s also grateful to 
family foundations, monthly 
memberships and any individual 
who donates or volunteers. 
“Absolutely every penny 
counts.” 

To find out how you can help, 
visit www.shadesofhope.ca.
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Pefferlaw Market going strong 
in new location

The Pefferlaw Market is in its 
second year and has expanded 
to a new location at Cedardale 
Church of the Nazarene, allowing 
more space for vendors and 
shoppers.

The market started in 2020 
at Thomas’ Greenhouses in 
Pefferlaw, which was the site 
for the first two markets of this 
season, until organizers were 
invited to hold the market at 
the church with assistance from 
the Pefferlaw Association of 
Ratepayers (PAR).

According to Natasha Haesen, 
co-president of the Pefferlaw 
Market, the market was started to 
help get exposure to local crafters 
and small businesses during the 
pandemic.

“Although Pefferlaw may seem 
off the beaten track for some, for 
us, it is home. Like any home, the 
residents of Pefferlaw take pride 
in our little piece of heaven. We 
wanted to build something from 
our grassroots and for ourselves,” 
Hansen said.

A Facebook Event is posted 
for the market each week, 
which lists which vendors will 
attend. Hansen said this allows 
prospective shoppers the chance 
to peruse the vendor booth photos 
and ask questions before the date.

Hive share is one of the regular 

vendors at the Pefferlaw Market. 
They sell honey and other 
products from their beehives.

“I have been at the market the 
last two years when it was at 
Thomas’ Greenhouses, and then 
it evolved to what it is now, and I 
think it’s much better. It’s a great 
community, and I’m thrilled to be 
part of it,” Christopher Campbell, 
founder and beekeeper of Hive 
share, said.

Hansen said the market 
averages about 100 visitors each 
week, and she hopes to expand 
their clientele throughout the 
season.

The Pefferlaw Market, 
Pefferlaw Association of 
Ratepayers and the Church 
of Cedardale strictly follow 
the COVID-19 guidelines 
put forward by public health. 
They have signs about social 
distancing, mask-wearing and 
handwashing; they also require 
all vendors to have hand sanitizer 
at their booths, and they have a 
table offering free masks.

“We recommend our market 
for the residents of Georgina as 
it is a great way to see the talent 
that we have right here at home,” 
Hansen said.

“It is also a great way 
for Georgina residents to 

By MICHELLE POIRIER
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Keswick’s Imagine Cinemas 
reopens
By MIKE ANDERSON

ELECTRIC RECLINERS 

It was back to the movies on 
July 16, as cinemas across the 
province reopened their doors.

However, COVID-19 rules are 
in effect, with theatres restricted 
to 50 per cent capacity, seating 
reserved, and moviegoers 
required to wear face masks and 
distance between groups.

In Keswick, Imagine Cinemas, 
located at 11 Church St., is 
enticing moviegoers back with 
a slate of summer blockbusters, 
like Black Widow, Boss Baby 
and Old, the latest thriller from 
M. Night Shyamalan.

William Edney, 41, a diehard 
Marvel Universe fan from Island 
Grove, said it felt good to see a 
movie again, especially “Black 
Widow,” the superhero adventure 
starring Scarlett Johansson.

“I loved it. It was an excellent 
movie,” said Edney, whose 
last trip to a movie theatre was 
in February 2019, before the 
pandemic hit.

“It’s been a long time. We 
used to go all the time. And it’s 
definitely been something I’ve 
been missing.”

Edney said he felt safe in the 
cinema because there was plenty 
of space between patrons.

“They have a seat between 
each person. And the movie we 
saw, there were maybe ten people 
in the theatre. So it felt like being 
in my living room.”

He also appreciated the luxury 
reclining seats, which are $12, 
just a couple of bucks more than 
the $10 regulars seats.

“Oh my God, they’re great. 
They recline all the way back. 
You almost fall asleep if you’re 
not too careful.”

Movie theatres in Ontario 
have been closed longer than 
anywhere else in North America, 
pummeling the bottom line for 
most operators.

“It’s been a huge hit,” said 
Gina Facca, Imagine Cinemas’ 
Chief Operating Officer, who 
points out they took the space 
over in Keswick in November 
2019 and operated for only four 
months before the first lockdown.

“We went from making money 
to not making any money and 
still having to pay rent until the 
rent relief came in. But we still 
had our regular utility bills and 
all the fixed costs we couldn’t 
just get rid of,” Facca said.

The Keswick cinema was 
opened and closed a number of 
times during the pandemic, with 
the last closure on October 10, 
2020.

“It was touch and go,” she 
said. “So we’re ecstatic to be 
able to open, and we’re even 
happier that we are opening this 
time around with a slate of great 
movies,” she said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12




 






 





n 12  07.24.2021  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM   

familiarize themselves with the 
small community of Pefferlaw. 
And, as for Pefferlaw residents 
themselves, the market offers a 
great opportunity to get out and do 
some shopping while supporting 
local, all while staying a stone’s 
throw from home.”

The Pefferlaw Market occurs 
every Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. at Cedardale Church of 
the Nazarene at 471 Pefferlaw Rd.

LIFE FORCE NUTRITIONEPICURE WITH AMY

Facca is confident that the 
current COVID-19 guidelines for 
moviegoers will make going to 
the movies safe and enjoyable.

But she encourages moviegoers 
to reserve their tickets online 
before going to the cinema.

“We recommend that people 
do buy their tickets online, so 
they’re not disappointed with 
seat selection, because with the 

movies we have we’re going to 
be quite busy.”

Still, if your family decides to 
buy their tickets at the cinema, a 
family of six will now be able to 
sit together. The ticketing system 
will block off the seats, ensuring 
there’s a buffer between you and 
the next group. “If you see a 
movie by yourself, it’s going to 
block off two seats, so you’re not 

sitting directly next to people you 
don’t know,” she added. Facca 
said the cinema maintains strict 
cleaning protocols, and staff wear 
masks and disinfect their hands 
regularly.

“Our guests are still required 
by law to wear their masks until 
they get to their seats and begin 
eating their food,” she said.

“I think what people forget 

about the whole movie experience 
is that you are in a movie theatre 
where you’re expected to be quiet 
and keep your mouth shut. And 
everybody is facing forward.”

“Our risk is low. It’s much 
lower than a restaurant. And 
there has not been one single case 
globally traced back to a movie 
theatre.” For showtimes and to 
reserve your tickets, visit www.
imaginecinemas.com.
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