
$529,000

FREE ISSUE

August 10. 2021  
VOLUME 17  |  ISSUE 15

GEORGINAPOST.COM  

Midway fun returns to Sutton fairgrounds

York Regional Police arrested and charged 
23 people and seized close to $100,000 worth 
of drugs during Project Heater, a coordinated 
crackdown on cocaine and fentanyl 
trafficking in Georgina.

This follows last year’s Project 
Homecoming, which also saw 23 people 
arrested and charged in Georgina for various 
drug offences, including fentanyl trafficking.

Project Homecoming was, in part, a 
response to a spike in emergency 911 
overdose calls and two overdose deaths 
attributed to fentanyl use.

According to Detective Darren Burd, one 
of the case managers for Project Heater, 
between February 1 and June 15, 2021, YRP 
was able to identify multiple suspects in 
Georgina, Beaverton and Toronto.

Search warrants were executed at four 
residential homes in Georgina, and four 
residential homes and two businesses in 
Toronto. A total of 81 charges were laid as a 
result of the investigation.

“With this investigation, we focused 
more on drug dealers coming from outside 
of Georgina supplying the fentanyl,” said 
Burd, who works out of the YRP Criminal 
Investigations Bureau, Property Crime Unit, 
at 3 District in Sutton.

Seized items include 117 grams of fentanyl 
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YRP crackdown on drug trafficking in Georgina leads to 23 arrests
By MIKE ANDERSON

World’s Finest Shows, billed as Ontario’s 
premiere midway provider, was able to 
rent the fairgrounds after its run in London, 
Ontario, was cancelled on short notice. 

The scaled-down midway is called “Sutton’s 

By  MIKE ANDERSON

Although the Sutton Fair and Horse Show 
has been cancelled for 2021, you can still 
have some fun at the fairgrounds this summer, 
as the midway opened on August 5 for a back-
to-back two-weekend run.

full basement with high ceilings & above grade windows. The main level has 
large principal room with a walk out to deck off of the dining room and a 
second walk out to a 2nd deck off the living room. Extra wide frontage of 
approx 60 feet. No neighbors to the east or behind. Just steps to a beach, 
lakeside park & boat launch. Freshly painted, mostly newer windows, 
shingles approx 4 yrs old. Propane forced air furnace & wood stove in 
basement. Jump on this deal TODAY & CALL!

EXTRA, EXTRA!

MIDWAY AT SUTTON FAIRGROUNDS

Read all about the fabulous deal 
found on this bungalow with a 
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MIDWAY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Summer Mini Carnival” and 
features 12 rides, eight games and 
food concessions.

Admission to the Mini Carnival 
is free with ride coupons available 
on-site, each ride requires 2-3 
coupons per person. A wristband 
is $25 but is only valid from 1 
p.m. to 6 p.m.

The midway will reopen next 
weekend from August 12 to 15, 
most days from 1 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
— Sunday is from 1 p.m. to 6 
p.m.

Patrick Jamieson, the midway 
operator’s general manager, 
wanted to open during the week, 
from August 9 to 11, but a Town 
bylaw prohibits the midway from 
operating for more than four 
consecutive days. 

And, although there were last-
minute discussions, according 
to Jamieson, the Town was not 
willing to suspend the bylaw.

But that hiccup hasn’t fazed 
Jamieson, who says he’s just 
happy to be on the road again.

“We’ve been off the road since 
October 2019. So, I couldn’t be 
happier,” said Jamieson, whose 
first show was in St. Thomas, 
Ontario, for ten days in late July.

“During COVID, we weren’t 
off work, we were in our shop 
doing maintenance, but we were 
not entertaining people. And 
that’s what this is all about.”

“We’re just tickled pink to get 
back to work and have fun.”

Jamieson says they usually 
would have two full-scale 
midways travelling to 50 towns 
across the province.

But with this year’s late start, 
the midway operator has only 
one scaled-down version on the 
road, with plans to visit just seven 
towns, including Sutton.

“We only have 12 rides here 
versus 18 during the fair. But we 
have our showpiece, the Ferris 
wheel. It’s what everybody wants 
to ride. And we have a new grand 
carousel we just purchased two 
years ago,” he said.

World’s Finest Shows hasn’t 

done much promotion; there’s 
just one post on the Sutton Fair 
and Horse Show Facebook page, 
but Jamieson is hoping word will 
spread.

“We don’t really know how 
many people are going to come 
because it was kind of a last-
minute thing for us to get in 
here,” he said.

“Being in a cottage country 
area, we hope word of mouth gets 
out there.”

While it took just a couple 
of days to set up the midway, 
Jamieson stresses it complies with 
COVID-19 guidelines outlined 
by the province and public health.

Under Step 3 of the province’s 
reopening plan, capacity limits 
for outdoor amusement parks, 
fairs and rural exhibitions have 
been raised to 75 per cent, which 
Jamieson says allows between 
3,000 to 3,500 people at a time.

He says signage, located 
throughout the midway, 
encourages mask-wearing, social 
distancing, and hand washing. 

In addition, hand sanitizer will 
be available at every ride and 
game, and ride operators will be 
masked.

“We try to keep it COVID 
friendly, we want it to be safe for 
everyone. We sanitize everything 
every morning with a solution we 
got that lasts 24 hours,” he added. 

“But I’m hoping we’re on the 
tail end of COVID, and people 
can get outside and enjoy fun 
activities again.” 

PATRICK JAMIESON



Speak to our knowledgeable 
and certified staff about our  
extensive selection of food, 

treats and supplies

905-722-7600 
20887 Dalton Road Sutton

Natalia Zammitti 289-264-7626
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Toronto Mayor John Tory 
and his cottage boathouse have 
become unwitting hostages in 
a property dispute that’s been 
unfolding on Lake Drive North 
and East for the past seven years. 

The Town refuses to issue 
building permits to indirect 
waterfront owners, like Tory, 
unless they can prove they own 
the waterfront. 

This is all part of the 
Town’s ambitious Lake Drive 
Jurisdiction Action Plan, which 
is an attempt to sell the lakeside 
lots back to some 400 indirect 
waterfront owners at market 
rates. 

The problem is that at least 
three legal challenges have 
stalled the whole process. The 
latest, a judicial review filed 
in Ontario’s Superior Court, 
has taken an odd turn with Tim 
Danbrook, the plaintiff, seeking a 
dismissal.  However, the Town’s 
lawyers are forcing the case to go 
to court unless Danbrook pays 
the Town’s legal costs. 

It’s not clear whether this is an 
attempt to punish Danbrook, or 
to pad the Town’s bill. 

Nevertheless, this may be 
the beginning of a series of 
protracted legal cases against the 
Town as it moves forward with 
its Plan. 

Town Council has already 
rejected recommendations made 
by an Ad-Hoc committee of 
Lake Drive property owners it 

appointed, negating any chance 
of consensus. Instead, it is 
pursuing a more confrontational 
approach, spearheaded by the 
Town’s lawyer Andrew Biggart. 

In the meantime, Lake Drive 
property owners are forced to 
come up with creative ways to 
get a building permit. Some are 
seeking a possessory title to the 
waterfront, which is akin to a 
Hail Mary pass in football and 
could cost as much as $25,000. 

Others are applying for a water 
lease from MNRF, which the 
Town will probably veto, as it’s 
required to comment. 

While some are just building 
without a permit, realizing it’s 
easier to ask for forgiveness than 
permission. 

The whole debacle could 
have been avoided in 2019 
when council considered selling 
the lands back to the indirect 
waterfront owners as surplus 
municipal land at a discounted 
rate.  But that didn’t happen. 
Now council is probably hoping 
to sweep the mess under the 
rug until next year’s municipal 
election is over. 

Perhaps council should end 
the freeze on building permits, 
which prevents unsafe docks and 
boathouses from being replaced 
and represents a restraint of trade 
for local contractors. 

Then Tory might get his new 
boathouse.

The Tory boathouse
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CRACKDOWN CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

(green, camo, grey, pink, red), 
291 grams of cocaine, 14 grams 
of MDMA, 13 MDMA capsules, 
7.5 pounds of cannabis marijuana, 
519 grams of psilocybin and 30 
oxycocet pills, with a combined 
street value of $95,500.

In addition, $94,790 of 
Canadian currency was seized.

Burd credits YRP for adding 
another detective and two 
constables to his team, which 
allowed Project Heater to 
expand its investigation beyond 
Georgina.

“We started off targeting a 
high-level cocaine dealer that 
was in Georgina, and through 
that, we were able to identify 
other suppliers of fentanyl and 
cocaine.”

But Burd says anonymous tips 
also played a significant role.

“Our community partnerships 
in Georgina are very strong. 
Having anonymous tipsters 
through Crime Stoppers played a 
big role. It’s difficult to do the job 
without those partnerships.”

Burd says recent enforcement 
efforts have reduced the supply 
of fentanyl in Georgina, slowing 
the rate of overdoses and possibly 
preventing further deaths.

“I do believe we see progress 
in the reduction of the flow of 
fentanyl into Georgina,” Burd 
said.

“When we’re talking to 
fentanyl or opioid users, they tell 
us these projects make it difficult 
for them to find their supply of 
drugs at times.”

But Burd and his partner 
Detective Matthew Wyatt warn 
that the void may soon be filled, 
and the battle against fentanyl 
and other opiates will never be 
truly over.

Wyatt also says progress 
should not be measured solely 
by enforcement. He says their 
efforts to build relationships 
with local users could help them 
overcome their drug dependency.

“Part of the progress we’re 
making is the relationships we’re 

building with the users. To hear 
their stories of how they got 
addicted to opiates, and to see 
the devastating effect it had on 
their families, their children, their 
parents,” he said.

“There are so many pieces to 
the puzzle. There isn’t a single 
thing that is going to stop fentanyl 
use. And I know that Darren 
and I are both big on building 
relationships and making a 
difference in people’s lives. So 
if we can save a life or change a 
life, or save a family from going 
through that despair of overdose, 
you can’t put a price on that.”

“Every time we meet with 
users, we provide resources. 
We try to connect them with 
people who can help with their 
addictions. That’s our main goal 
with these people,” Burd added.

“It’s an impossible task to 
stamp these drugs out completely. 
But if we can reduce their use 
and prevent new users from using 
these drugs that’s good. Because 
the hardest part is once they’ve 
used opioids, like fentanyl, it’s so 
hard to come off those drugs.”

For more information on 
opioids and how agencies across 
York Region are working to 
reduce opioid harm, visit www.
york.ca/opioids.

YRP has also produced a short 
video on the dangers of fentanyl; 
you can view it on YRP’s 
youtube channel (https://youtu.
be/uGXqlaj3mKE).

Anyone with information on 
opioid trafficking should contact 
York Regional Police #3 District 
Criminal Investigations Bureau 
at 1-866-876-5423, ext.7345, or 
call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-tips, or leave an anonymous 
tip online at www.1800222tips.

SEIZED FENTANYL  
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On August 1, a small crowd 
of 30 people, including members 
of Georgina’s Black community, 
gathered in front of the Georgina 
Civic Centre to raise the Pan-
African flag to celebrate 
Emancipation Day which 
officially commemorates the end 
of slavery in Canada.

Emancipation Day, celebrated 
in many of Britain’s former 
colonies, marks the passage of 
the Slavery Abolition Act (1833) 
on August 1, 1834, by the British 
Parliament, formally abolishing 
slavery across the British Empire.

On March 24, 2021, the House 
of Commons voted unanimously 
to designate August 1 as 
Emancipation Day in Canada.

“Emancipation Day celebrates 
the strength and perseverance of 
Black communities in Canada,” 
the Government of Canada 
website states.

On August 1, Canadians are 
invited to “reflect, educate and 
engage in the ongoing fight 
against anti-Black racism and 
discrimination.”

The flag-raising at the Civic 
Centre was led by Kendra 
Mullings, a Keswick resident 

who is also a member of the 
Georgina Equity & Diversity 
Advisory Committee (GEDAC), 
and marks the first time the Pan-
African flag has been officially 
raised at the Civic Centre.

“The raising of the Pan-
African flag in Georgina means 
a lot to me; it signifies a wider 
change in attitude and recognizes 
my presence as a part of this 
community. It recognizes the 
history of people like me. It tells 
the truth. It gives a moment of 
cultural justice,” Mullings said in 
her opening remarks.

But, for Mullings, a mother 
of three, born in Jamaica and 
raised in Canada, the event was 
also an opportunity to point out 
that anti-Black racism persists in 
Georgina.

“Having my sons and my 
daughter see the flag raised and 
to feel that they matter and that 
they are part of this community 
is so important,” Mullings said. 
“Because they haven’t always 
felt that way. My son is visibly 
Black. He was called the N-word 
at school by another child. There 
was also another incident where 

Flag-raising at Civic Centre  
celebrates Emancipation Day
By  MIKE ANDERSON

KENDRA MULLINGS, MAYOR QUIRK AND LEE MILLER

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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NEGUS MEDHIN DRUMS

he was harassed by a group of 
boys on the school bus who used 
racial slurs.”

“Often, children don’t know 
what they’re saying. They may 
have heard it in the media. It’s 
not necessarily a reflection on 
the parents or anything like that. 
But my issue was with the school 
and the wider community. It was 
brushed off as, oh, well, these 
things happen.”

Many of the speakers at the 
event also pointed out the need 
to address anti-Black racism in 
Georgina and York Region.

Josie Rose, a social worker, 
community activist and Chair 
of the York Regional Police 
Community Advisory Council 
(PCAC), argued that changes 
are still needed to eliminate 
systemic anti-Black racism, 
including disproportionately 
high incarceration rates for 
Black males, Black students 
facing racial slurs in York 
Region schools, and landlords 
discriminating against Black 
tenants.

“Emancipation Day allows us 
to face our history, which has 
been erased and continues to be 
erased. It is working to bring 
the history of slavery out of the 
shadows and into the light,” Rose 
said.

“This symbolic day is also an 
opportunity to address the road 
that remains to be travelled. 
We need more from Canadians 

and governments than just an 
acknowledgment that there is a 
shameful history. Observing a 
historical moment is one thing, 
but doing something proactive to 
address the legacy is another.”

GEDAC Chair Andrew 
Snowball, who also spoke at 
the event, noted that while 2016 
census data indicates that one per 
cent of the people in Georgina 
identify themselves as Black 
– nearly 700 people – a recent 
survey of residents found that 61 
per cent of respondents agreed 
that more needs to be done to 
address racism and specifically 
anti-Black racism.

“One per cent of our 
community is Black, 60 per cent 
of the people who live here think 
racism and specifically anti-
Black racism is an issue that we 
need to focus on,” Snowball said.

“We want to celebrate and 
empower folks in the Black 
community. But our committee 
is focused on the elimination 
of anti-Black racism, which is 
prevalent in our community.”

Still, Snowball acknowledged 
that some progress is being made, 
pointing out that council recently 
passed a resolution recognizing 
the UN Decade for People of 
African Descent (2015-2025).

“We’re about six years late 
to the party, but we’re getting 
there,” Snowball said.

Mayor Margaret Quirk, who 
was joined by Councillors 

FLAG CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
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LEE MILLER RAISES PAN-AFRICAN FLAG

Mike Waddington and Dave 
Neeson, also acknowledged the 
challenges that Black residents 
face in Georgina.

“We all know racism is alive 
and well in our community. We’re 
not unlike many communities 
across Ontario and Canada. But 
it’s what we do to try and combat 
that,” Mayor Quirk said.

“We need to stand up, and we 
need not just to be a bystander, 
but an upstander. We need to 
have the courage to stand up and 
say, no, you can’t say that. That’s 
not right.”

“We’re all the same, in terms 
of wanting to raise our families in 
our community and to see them 
thrive and grow. We all have 
the same values. We may have 
been late to the party, but we’re 
here now. And that’s what’s 
important.”

“The journey of a thousand 
miles starts with the first step. 
And I think this is our first step 
in recognizing and combating 
the anti-Black racism that exists 
everywhere.”

While Mullings also believes 
the flag-raising is an essential 
first step, she argues more needs 
to be done to combat racism and 
promote inclusivity in Georgina.

“It’s a beautiful beginning and 
a great start. But it’s not enough. 
Unless we are actually making 
changes at a system level in our 
education system, in our housing 
system, you know these systems 
are supposed to be for everyone. 
Unless we start making changes 

there, none of this really matters.”
But Mullings is hopeful the 

wider community is beginning to 
turn a corner of sorts.

The Town, which initially 
refused to support her educational 
initiative Black Saturday School, 
which teaches kids about Black 
history in Canada, had a change 
of heart and began supporting an 
online version earlier this year.

There is also a promise to make 
the Pan-African flag-raising an 
annual event.

“I’m very happy to see the 
wider shift in mindset in the 
community of Georgina. I think 
we’re going in a very positive 
direction, and it’s nice to have 
the support of council and the 
Mayor,” Mullings said.

“But I want to see where we 
are five years from now. Have we 
just jumped on the bandwagon 
and put on a show for the time 
being, or are we continuing to do 
the work and make this a safer 
place for everyone?”
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Community group fundraising 
to repair St. James Hall
By MICHELLE POIRIER

The Friends of St. James 
Hall, a local community group, 
is holding a yard sale to raise 
funds to pay for the much needed 
renovation of St. James Hall in 
Sutton, after being closed to the 
public for almost 10 years. 

“Our kick-off event for the 
fundraiser is the yard sale, and 
that is August 28  from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., with a  rain date of 
September 4,” Kim Gollinger, 
People’s Warden for the Parish of 
Georgina, said. 

According to the history of the 
Hall, provided by Gollinger, St. 
James Parish Hall was originally 
the first public school in Sutton 
and was built in 1840 on land 
donated by James Bourchier, 
the town’s founder. St. James 
Anglican Church was built on 
land adjacent to the Hall in 1857, 
and after a new brick school 
was constructed in 1870-74, the 
Church obtained the Hall in 1882.

Gollinger said the Hall was 
used for many things including; 
church services and functions, for 
town meetings, as a dance school, 
a nursery school, A.A. meetings, 
and community and private 
events. 

The Anglican Parish of 
Georgina has two historic 
churches to upkeep: St. James and  

St. George.  So any additional   
renovations are challenging. 

After a building inspection 
of the Hall in 2010 identified 
structural work that needed to 
be done,  the parish paid for 
temporary repairs. But,  in 2012, 
another inspection was done and 
the Hall was deemed unfit for its 
intended use. So, it was closed 
down, and The Friends of St. 
James Hall was formed to find a 
solution. In 2019, the Hall was 
designated as a Heritage building 
by Town Council.  

The group is currently waiting 
to get new estimates and a new 
building inspection, so they can 
have a better idea of the amount 
they will need to raise during 
their fundraising efforts. 

“The Hall is more important to 
the community than the church 
even, because it was the first 
public school in Sutton and it 
was built in 1840, so it’s very 
important to the history of not 
only the Town, but of Upper 
Canada buildings; it’s one of 
the still remaining wooden 
buildings,” she said.  

Golllinger said they are 
planning more fundraisers and 
they are trying to get grants for 
the renovations  because it is a 
heritage building.

ST. JAMES HALL
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HALL INTERIOR

“When it is open, it is widely 
used by a number of community 
organizations,” Rev. Canon 
Dr. David Neelands,  Priest-in-
Charge for the Parish of Georgina, 
said.

“It’s got big open space and 
a beautiful kitchen, so it’s a 
great place to have receptions, 
showers,  birthdays. It is a very 
functional and useful space for 
the community.” 

The Hall currently has two 
signs on the lawn that give a brief 
history of the Hall to inform the 
community. Gollinger said the 
signs were donated by Terry Vine 
of Jackson’s Point Sign Company.

“This is an important part of 
the Town, it really gives the Town 
character and the look of the 
building is impressive when you 

look across the green space and 
you see one of the oldest buildings 
in town,” Rev. Neelands said.

Gollinger  said they will be 
following COVID-19 guidelines 
during the yard sale and will 
enforce physical distancing, 
masking, and they are talking 
about controlling the entrance 
and exit. 

The group is accepting 
donations for the yard sale. The 
donation drop off is at the St. 
James church on August 24 and 
26,  from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

They are asking for anything, 
but don’t want any clothing 
donations. To make other 
arrangements for drop offs or to 
ask any questions, email parish@
parishofgeorgina.org or call 905-
722-3726.
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The Federal government is 
reintroducing a popular home 
retrofit program this year, 
renamed the Canada Greener 
Homes Grant, to reimburse up to 
700,000 Canadian homeowners 
for retrofit projects that will 
benefit the environment.

In 2007, the Harper 
government introduced the 
popular ecoENERGY Retrofit 
program, which provided 
financial assistance to encourage 
Canadians to make renovations 
that will improve their home’s 
energy efficiency.

This year, the Trudeau 
government is bringing back 
the program, retitled the Canada 
Greener Homes Grant, as part 
of their agenda to fight climate 
change.

According to the Natural 
Resources Canada website, 
this program will help make 
Canadian homes more energy-
efficient, create new jobs, and 
grow the country’s domestic 
green supply chains.

Homeowners will be 
reimbursed up to $5000 in 
cash after completing retrofits. 
Including an additional $600 
for the cost of home energy 
evaluations that must be 

completed before and after the 
renovation.

The grant can be used 
for retrofit projects such as 
improving insulation, replacing 
an oil furnace, purchasing a water 
heater, installing solar panels, 
and fixing windows or doors.

To be eligible for the grant, 
homeowners must provide 
proof of ownership of the 
primary residence, complete a 
pre- and post-retrofit EnerGuide 
evaluation, and ensure that all 
products are bought in Canada.

Properties must be either 
single or semi-detached houses, 
townhomes, mobile homes on 
a permanent foundation, the 
residential portion of a mixed-use 
building, permanently moored 
floating homes, or small multi-
unit residential buildings.

Renovations retroactive to 
December 1, 2020, are eligible 
for the grant.

New homes that are six or less 
months old are not entitled to the 
program.

Canadians can learn more 
about the program and apply 
for reimbursement at Canada 
Greener Homes Grant (www.
nrcan.gc.ca).

Federal grant provides refund
for green retrofits
By SARAH GRISHPUL

VINYL WINDOW REPLACEMENT: ADOBE STOCK
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