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Field to Table promotes Agritourism 

Georgina Council is calling on the province 
not to fast-track the Bradford Bypass by 
exempting it from key environmental 
legislation.

The proposed 16 km four-lane highway 
would cross the Holland River and 
environmentally sensitive sections of the 
Holland Marsh, linking the 400 and 404 
highways. 

Local environmental groups claim it will 
destroy sensitive wildlife habitats and remove 
high-quality woodlands.  They also claim run-
off from the highway — particularly sodium 
chloride (road salt) — will negatively impact 
groundwater and surface water in the Lake 
Simcoe watershed. 

On August 11, council unanimously 
endorsed a resolution from Ward 3 
Councillor Dave Neeson that requests the 
province complete all the required studies 
and assessments under the project’s original 
environmental assessment (EA), which was 
approved on August 28, 2002. 

The resolution also requests that the 
Ministry of Transportation (MTO) complete 
its Transportation Environmental Study 
Report (TESR), which includes potential 
environmental impacts and mitigation 
measures to address these impacts. 

Stephanie Blyth and her mother Tracy, 
from Holland Landing, were among hundreds 
of people who visited local farms during 
the Town’s Field to Table farm tour, held on 
August 21.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

ZANDRA ZALUCKY

By MIKE ANDERSON

Council calls on province not to fast-track Bradford Bypass
By MIKE ANDERSON

Loaded with charm, award winning perennial gardens, 
2 covered verandas, a balcony, garage, 2 fenced areas, 
super cute shed available in town fully serviced and close to 
amenities. This home has had appropriate modern updates & 
supplies 3 bdrms & 2 bths along with a main floor laundry. 
Find award winning property & service by calling us today.

AWARD WINNING...

$699,000

While the tour was self-guided with 
COVID-19 safety protocols in place, farmers 
like Larry Pegg, owner of Homestead 
Orchards in Sutton, were more than happy to 
answer visitors’ questions.
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BYPASS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

And, it calls on the province to 
commit to publicly releasing all 
environmental assessments and 
studies. 

Still, the resolution reiterated 
the Town’s support for the 
Bradford Bypass. It also stopped 
short of calling on the province to 
complete a new EA, which local 
environmental groups have been 
demanding. 

The resolution, in part, is a 
response to an announcement by 
the Ministry of the Environment  
(MECP) that it is considering 
introducing new regulations 
that could exempt MTO from 
complying with requirements 
outlined in the Environmental 
Assessment Act (EAA). 

According to MECP, the 
exemption is part of the 
government’s commitment to 
modernize the 50-year old EA 
program by removing duplication. 

“The purpose of the exemption 
would be to eliminate duplication 
in work already completed by 
MTO through the environmental 
assessment process undertaken 
in 2002, which imposed 15 
conditions. In addition, the 
exemption may save MTO up 
to a year of additional work that 
is duplicative of previous work 
completed,” the MECP states on 
the Environmental Registry of 
Ontario website. 

MECP says the Bradford 
Bypass is “currently subject to 
other requirements that ensure 

environmental protection.”
“Exempting these select 

projects allows MTO to maintain 
and implement critical roadway 
infrastructure in Ontario,” 
the website states. “It also 
allows the province to focus its 
resources on more significant, 
complex infrastructure projects 
with the highest potential for 
environmental impacts.” 

Claire Malcolmson, Executive 
Director of the Rescue Lake 
Simcoe Coalition, doesn’t buy 
MECP’s argument and supports 
Georgina Council’s resolution, 
particularly the call to remove the 
exemption. 

“I see it as a win because one 
of the things they picked up on, 
and the resolution makes this 
quite clear, is that the government 
has proposed a regulation on 
the Environmental Registry of 

BRADFORD TRAFFIC CONGESTION



Speak to our knowledgeable 
and certified staff about our  
extensive selection of food, 

treats and supplies

905-722-7600 
20887 Dalton Road Sutton

Natalia Zammitti 289-264-7626

Let me 
 

your house!
Sell

AskNatalia.ca

REALTOR

 08.24.2021  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM    3 n

Ontario (ERO) that’s been sitting 
there for a year and would exempt 
the project’s EA from a whole 
bunch of stuff. And, that’s very 
problematic,” she said. 

“It is our lawyer’s opinion 
that actually they would 
not be compelled to release 
information publicly or do public 
consultation.” 

“The Town of Georgina with 
this resolution highlighted how 
problematic and how confusing 
the exemption is. And they made 
clear that they want the province 
to get rid of that exemption.”

Malcolmson believes that 
once the exemption is removed, 
there will be greater transparency 
because the public will see what 
was studied and what mitigation 
actions were proposed. 

“We could then push harder 
for actual mitigation, which to 
this point has not been promised. 
They’ve just said they would look 
at mitigation. They haven’t said 
they would actually mitigate,” 
she said. 

Malcolmson has been making 
the rounds to various councils, 

including Georgina, Barrie, 
and Brock, asking them to pass 
resolutions that call for better 
environmental oversight for 
the project. She’s hopeful that 
the province will listen to them 
because it hasn’t been listening 
to groups, like the Rescue Lake 
Simcoe Coalition. 

“The provincial government is 
not engaging with us at all on this. 
They write letters that reiterate 
what we already know, and they 
don’t answer the question about 
what the process would look like 
without this exemption. So we’re 
going to the municipalities that 
are more responsive.”

“These projects are supposed 
to have municipal support. We’re 
just trying to make sure that 
municipalities are aware because 
this is a complicated issue, and 
MTO, which you would normally 
rely upon to give you honest 
information, seems to be so 
confused themselves, they can’t 
give straight answers.” 

“It’s like the province is 
just rewriting laws to advance 
projects like this.”

BRADFORD BYPASS SIGN IN QUEENSVILLE
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TRACY & STEPHANIE BLYTHFARM CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“It’s a great way to spend the 
afternoon seeing where local 
produce comes from,” said Blyth, 
who enjoyed touring the orchard 
with her mother.

“We go to the farmer’s market 
in Newmarket quite often. So it’s 
nice to see where some of this 
stuff grows.”

“Larry took time to answer 
some questions we had about 
berries and to tell us about his 
life on the farm, which was my 
favourite part.”

This was the fourth year for the 
farm tour – last year’s event was 
virtual – with nine local farms 
participating, up from the original 
seven farms in 2018, the tour’s 
inaugural year.

This year, farms paired with 
12 local businesses, including 
restaurants, retailers and local 
artisans, making the event more 
enjoyable.

At Homestead Orchards (3961 
Old Homestead Rd.), employees 
from Mason Place, which sells 
BBQs and smokers, barbecued 
sausages from Birch Bark Farm, 
while Bob Swain and his wife 
Lynne sold unique woodcarvings.

Nathan, Larry Pegg’s son, was 
happy they were all taking part in 
the event.

“If it benefits one, it benefits 
all,” he said.

The Town also provided 
visitors with a passport to collect 
stamps from participating farms.

The Blyths were determined to 
visit all nine farms, so they could 
collect the stamps and enter the 
draw for the grand prize, a basket 
of fresh produce.

“We want to win the basket. 
We’re pretty adamant. So we’re 
on a mission today,” Stephanie 
said.

Besides family-owned farms, 
people also got a chance to 
visit unique farms, like the 
Elmgrove Organic Collective 
(EOC) in Sutton, which practices 
sustainable agriculture.

Owned by Hans and Loes Pape, 
Elmgrove Farm (535 Catering 
Rd.) operates as a collective with 
smaller growers renting sections 
of the 58-acre farm to grow 
organic produce.

Zandra Zalucky, who owns 
Cultivating Opportunities, 
grows vegetables using a no-till, 
chemical-free approach.

She says Farm to Table is a great 
way to meet new customers and 
educate them about sustainable 
agriculture.

“It’s such a great event. It 
brings the community together. 
The community of farmers and 
the community of shoppers, both 
local and those in the outskirts, 
and shows them what Georgina 
has to offer and the beautiful food 
that we grow here.”

Zalucky, who sells her 
vegetables at farmers’ markets 
and through Elmgrove’s farm 
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LARRY PEGG

gate on weekends, is passionate 
about her approach to growing 
vegetables.

“I have over 50 different types 
of vegetables that I grow. I like 
the diversity. Not only does it 
keep it interesting for me, but in 
any given year, you never know 
what’s going to grow well. So it 
helps not to put all your eggs in 
one basket,” she said.

While tomatoes, especially the 
heirloom varieties, are top-sellers, 
Zalucky says all her vegetables 
are more nutritious than most 
vegetables sold in supermarkets.

“I utilize a technique that’s 
known as regenerative farming, 
which means disturbing the soil 
as little as possible. And part 
of that is not using machinery, 
not tilling the soil, not turning 
it over so that the life in the soil 
remains intact. Not only is that 
good for the health of the plant, 
the nutrient quality and the taste 
of the plant are also better.”

While Georgina is home to 
more than 100 farms, with over 
17,000 acres in agricultural 
production, most are large 
commercial operations, like dairy 
and beef farms.

Still, smaller farms, including 
those that practice sustainable 
agriculture and offer direct sales 
to the public, are growing in 
number.

“This event promotes 
Agritourism,” said Karyn Stone, 
the Town’s Manager of Economic 
Development.

“Agritourism has taken off in 
the last ten years, and we have a 
lot of great farms that have farm 
gate sales.”

“We’re promoting them 
because there’s a real economic 
impact when we draw people 
from out-of-town to come to 
these farms. And, they also stop 
in our downtown areas to shop. 
We’re making them aware of 
what Georgina has to offer, and 
they’ll come back.”

Rick Newberry, visiting 
Homestead Orchards with his son 
Dave who now lives in Toronto, 
agrees.

“A lot of people just drive by 
farms, and they don’t realize 
what’s produced here,” he said.

“By putting this out there, the 
farms may get return visits.”

Nathan Pegg also 
acknowledges Field to Table is 
a great way to kick start the busy 
harvest season.

“They can come out and see 
how far along the apples are. 
Within the next week or two, 
we’ll be pulling apples off the 
trees,” he said.

“A lot of people are itching 
to get out of the house and do 
stuff. And this is such a great 
opportunity for them to go out 
and see some of our countryside.”

For most visitors, like the 
Blyths, Field to Table offered a 
chance to scratch that itch, with 
a day out in Georgina visiting 
farms a welcome reprieve from 
pandemic stay-at-home orders 
and lockdowns.

“It feels good to be out with 
all the other people, talking to 
people and watching the kids,” 
said Tracy.

“I would encourage everyone 
to get out and visit these farms. 
It’s been awesome.”



Top Wood•Shield Best!

Sutton Home Hardware
20938 Dalton Road
Under The Water Tower
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Together they create a beautiful long lasting fi nish, without 
prep the odds are high you will be redoing your 

project again next year.

n 6  08.24.2021  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM    

Shaw Pro Hardware rings in 
last sale
By MIKE ANDERSON

BRANDON, LAURA & BRENT

Brent Shaw rang in his last 
sale at Shaw Pro Hardware on 
August 22. And it seemed fitting 
that his last customers were his 
grandchildren, Zac and Maddie. 

After all, Shaw is passing on 
the torch to his daughter Laura 
and her husband Brandon Baker, 
who will be moving the business 
and opening Pefferlaw Hardware 
in a plaza at 281 Pefferlaw Rd. 
this fall. 

Shaw Pro Hardware, located 
in a metal Quonset hut at 533 
Pefferlaw Rd., has been an 
institution in Pefferlaw for nearly 
25 years. The unusual building 
has drawn a few comments over 
the years, but Shaw says it has 
served him well. “Everybody 
thinks it’s an army barracks or a 

farm shed, but you know as long 
as you have the product, nobody 
worries about where it is,” he 
said.

Over the years, residents 
have come to count on Shaw to 
provide great service and save 
them from driving to Sutton or 
Beaverton to buy hardware. “It 
has been very rewarding to serve 
the residents and the businesses 
that are up here,” Shaw said. “The 
businesses often send someone 
who doesn’t know anything 
about hardware. So they want to 
send someone where they know 
what they might want. And we do 
that pretty well.”

With more than 30 years in 
the hardware business, Shaw 
has seen some big changes. 

“Hardware has become 
increasingly specialized,” he 
said. “When I started 33 years 
ago, there was zinc plated 
wood screws and metal screws. 
And now, there are hundreds 
of different specialty types of 
screws for every purpose. And 
that’s what everybody wants. 
You don’t sell any regular screws 
hardly anymore.”

Shaw is happy to pass the 
business to his daughter Laura, 
who grew up in his store. But 
he isn’t just fading away into 
retirement. He will be mentoring 
the young couple and helping 
them get the new store up and 
running. 

While Laura and Brandon are 
excited to carry on the family 
business, they hope customers 
will be patient. “I think people 
are going to have to be a little bit 
patient because we don’t have the 
years of knowledge that Brent 
does,” Laura said. “The product 

turnover is constant, so we’ll 
have to read a lot of hardware 
magazines and go to a lot of trade 
shows the first few years.” 

“We have some big shoes to 
fill with Brent,” Brandon added. 
“The biggest challenge is living 
up to the name that Brent has 
built up over the last 30 years.” 
But they acknowledge that 
goodwill might just be their 
ticket to success. 



   07.24.2021  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM    7 n

Carriere family receives  
Portraits of Giving Award
By MICHELLE POIRIER

Merk Photography’s annual 
Portraits of Giving award 
reception at The Briars Resort & 
Spa, held on August 11, honoured 
Laurie and Mike Carriere and 
their daughter, Crystal Pangman.

The Carriere family were 
recognized for their ongoing 
contributions to the Terry Fox 
Run in Georgina.

The award was sponsored by 
Dave and Anita Haynes, owners 
of Sutton Home Hardware and 
last year’s recipients.

Though the event was small 
due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
the support was strong, with 
Mayor Margaret Quirk and MP 
Scot Davidson attending and 
sharing their appreciation for the 
Carriere family’s work to support 
the community.

“If you don’t know Laurie, you 
haven’t lived in town very long,” 
Mayor Quirk said at the start of 
her speech.

“You have [Terry’s] spirit, 
you really truly do. I know 
you’ve been through a lot on a 
personal basis and family basis, 
and you persevered, you have his 
strength, and you’re making that 
dream live on. It’s families like 
you that make our community 
what it is.”

MP Davidson had a surprise 
for Mike and Laurie.

He was shocked to learn that 
they had never been to the Terry 
Fox Memorial in Thunder Bay, 
and they never had a honeymoon.

“I’m going to send you and 
Mike up to Thunder Bay for a 
weekend. You’re going to have 
your honeymoon, and then 
you’re going to see the Terry Fox 
Memorial,” he said during his 
remarks. “I wanted to say thanks 
on behalf of everyone in York 
Simcoe.”

Mike Carriere started the 
acceptance speech for the family.

“This is quite an honour for 
us. We are definitely not used 
to this, and we don’t do it for 
recognition. We do it for the fun, 
we do it for the people we get to 
meet, and somewhere along the 
line, we hope that what we do 
benefits people,” he said.

“If you ever see someone with 
a red Terry Fox T-shirt on, it 
means they are a cancer survivor. 
And when we do these Terry 
Fox runs, and we see people 
with the red shirts on, it means 
that science has helped them get 
through.” 

Laurie followed with a very 
personal story about her father’s 

CARRIERE FAMILY

CARRIERE FAMILY WITH MAYOR QUIRK & COUN. WADDINGTON

long and hard battle with cancer.
“My dad died in January, the 

same year Terry ran, and I was 
furious because he hadn’t got out 
there quick enough to save my 
dad,” she said.

“It took a little bit, but I ended 
up falling in love with this kid 
that lost a leg and wasn’t just 
thinking about himself. He was 
thinking about everybody else, 
and he reminded me a lot of my 
dad.”

She thanked her husband and 
daughter and the community for 

showing up to the events and 
fundraisers they run.

“It’s you guys that inspire all 
of us to keep going, keep pushing 
forward, keep putting smiles on 
people’s faces. Thank you,” she 
said.

The Portraits of Giving exhibit 
is headed to Richmond Hill next 
and will be on tour throughout 
York Region until December.

To register for this year’s 
virtual Terry Fox Run on Sept 
19, visit http://www.terryfox.ca/
terryfoxrun/georgina 
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Leah Sheridan, her daughter 
Danielle, and their friend 
Brandon Whaites are promoting 
acceptance for all as they host 
their monthly LGBTQ2+ events 
for their group Georgina Pride.

The most recent Georgina 
Pride event was Georgina 
Pride meets Muskoka Pride on 
August 20, where many of the 
Georgina Pride members went to 
Bracebridge to support and join 
in on Muskoka Pride’s socially 
distanced coffee social.

Sheridan said Georgina Pride 
has many more events in the 
works, along with monthly coffee 
socials of their own.

Georgina Pride started in 2020 
with the Georgina Pride Ride, a 
parade of cars.

“Last year, because of 
COVID-19, they cancelled 
everybody’s pride events, and 
in my head, I thought there has 
to be something that we can do 
to still be seen, but still be safe,” 
Sheridan said.

She said last year’s Pride Ride 
had a turnout of about 12 cars, 
while this year, the support grew, 
and at one point in the ride, there 

were about 70 cars.
Sheridan believes this is an 

important group to have in 
Georgina.

“We don’t want anybody to 
go through what the generation 
before had to go through, where 
there was fear and bullying, and 
I’m just going to say it, suicide,” 
she said.

“People weren’t free to be 
themselves and thought that not 
being here at all was the best 
choice. I don’t want anyone ever 
to feel like you’re not accepted 
or you can’t come out. No one 
should ever feel like they cannot 
just be themselves.”

Sheridan said the idea for the 
group came about almost seven 
years ago after her daughter 
Danielle came out, but at first, 
they just joined other Pride 
groups and events.

“Danielle, Brandon and I knew 
we wanted to get more visibility 
in town so that she would have 
support and we could start 
trying to find other people in the 
community that might be able to 
help Danielle; that was the start 
of it all,” she said.

Georgina Pride to host 
monthly events
By MICHELLE POIRIER

GEORGINA PRIDE RIDE, 2021
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MUSKOKA PRIDE SOCIAL

BRANDON & LEAH

The Georgina Pride mission 
statement says they are there 
to bring awareness to their 
community, build a community 
that is inclusive and allows people 
to feel safe and welcome, provide 
support, and be a place free from 
all hatred and prejudice.

Danielle also recently started 
another Facebook group, 
Georgina Pride Gen Z, to provide 
a safe space for teenagers in town 
to share their experiences and 
build a supportive network.

Sheridan said they are planning 
to start selling Georgina Pride 
and other Pride merchandise in 

the future to raise money for their 
monthly coffee social, hold a 
vendor show, keep the Pride Ride 
going every year and hopefully 
be able to do a street festival.

The next Georgina Pride event 
will be a tour of Clearwater Farm 
on August 28 at 11:00 a.m., 
followed by a trip to either the 
beach or a park.

To follow the group and their 
upcoming events, you can join 
the Facebook group Georgina 
Pride or visit their website, www.
georginapride.com, to sign up for 
their newsletter.
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Town seeks public input on 
waterfront park designs

The Town is moving forward 
with its ambitious Waterfront 
Parks Master Plan, and it’s 
seeking public input on its 
updated design concepts before 
they are presented at a final 
community information session 
to be held on September 8.

In-person public info sessions 
for Willow Beach and De La 
Salle were held at the parks on 
August 21.

Stephanie Fraser, a landscape 
architectural planner for the Town 
and one of the project leads, was 
on hand to answer questions from 
residents.

“We’re doing three days of in-
person pop-up sessions,” Fraser 
said.

“We’ve done two previous 
virtual sessions with the 
community. So this is our third 
and final round of public input.”

Fraser says while the updated 
concepts are close to being 
final, they can still be modified, 
depending on the feedback 
provided during the in-person 
sessions.

“The final final would be 
presented to council in October. 
So there is still time to modify 
them,” she said.

Fraser encourages residents 
who can’t attend the in-person 

sessions to complete an online 
survey, which is available on 
the Town’s website but ends on 
September 3.

According to Fraser, the 
updated design concept for De 
La Salle Park has removed the 
proposed realignment of Lake Dr. 
E., which would have cut through 
the west side of the park to link 
up with Metro Rd. N. That area 
will be now be used exclusively 
for parking.

Instead, traffic on Lake Dr. 
E. will be diverted at Salvation 
Army Rd.

“We have decided at the staff 
level and consultant level that we 
don’t see the point of building a 
whole new road through the park 
and taking up some of that space 
for the few people that want that 
continuous route,” Fraser said.

“We will rebuild that 
intersection to direct traffic along 
Salvation Army Rd. The portion 
of Lake Dr. E. between Salvation 
Army Rd. and the park will act 
more as a park entrance and 
access for residents.”

On the east side, the Town will 
no longer use Brule Lakeway to 
divert traffic from Lake Dr. E., 
opting to build a parallel road 
through the former Jericho Youth 
Centre property, linking Lake Dr. 

By MIKE ANDERSON






INFO SESSION AT DE LA SALLE

Don Jones


Bob Little


Jerry Behan

SEPTEMBER 12, 1:30 P.M.
PEFFERLAW LIONS COMMUNITY HALL

MEMORIAL 
SERVICE

Due to COVID-19 restrictions,  
no refreshments will be served. 

Donations can be made to  
the Pefferlaw Lion’s Club.
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E. with Metro Rd. N.
“Where Lake Drive was will 

be a pedestrian cycle path. So 
pedestrians and cyclists will 
still have that through route 
along the lake. It’s just vehicles 
that won’t, and it also allows 
more opportunity for potentially 
widening the beach,” Fraser said.

At Willow Beach, traffic on 
Lake Dr. E. will also be redirected 
around the park, providing 
visitors with direct access to the 
lake and allowing the Town to 
nearly double the width of the 
beach.

“We’ve created two new roads 
that will connect to Metro Rd. N.,” 
Fraser said. “Currently, McNeil 
Rd. goes through, so we’ve 
moved that connection to Joel 
Ave. And then we have another 
connection at Jacksonville Rd.”

Fraser says a new pedestrian 
and cycling promenade will 
replace the existing section of 
Lake Dr. E. that runs through the 
park.

According to Fraser, Willow 
Beach will also get new 
washrooms, an expanded play 
area, and fitness stations. Grading 
will also be improved in the park, 
and new walkways added.

While most residents who 
attended the info sessions were 
generally supportive of the 
design concepts, some expressed 
concerns.

John Noble, who lives on Lake 
Dr., says the Town should expect 
some pushback on its plan to 
divert traffic around the parks.

“You’re going to get some 
people that are not going to be 
happy. They’re used to driving 
down Lake Drive, because 
they’ve been doing it since the 
sixties. And a lot of car guys drive 
their cars to see the lake. This is 
the only section along Lake Drive 
that you can do it,” Noble said.

However, he acknowledged 
that more visitors are coming to 
the parks and changes need to be 
made.

“Willow Beach is the same 

as it’s been since the sixties, 
nothing’s been changed,” he said.

“There are no sidewalks and 
it’s kind of risky for the kids. 
People are walking on both sides 
and it’s even too narrow for two 
cars.”

Andrew Adams, a member 
of the Georgina Waterways 
Advisory Committee, attended 
the info session at Willow Beach.

He believes the concepts, if 
implemented, will make the 
waterfront more appealing and 
accessible for residents and 
visitors. But he wonders if there 
is funding available to get them 
built.

“I don’t know if there’s the 
political will or the funds to be 
honest with you. But what I will 
say is that if we get this done 
soon, 20 years later, people will 
look back on it and say, wow, that 
was money well spent,” Adams 
said.

Adams also believes there has 
been adequate public input, and 
it’s time to move forward with 
the project.

“It’s been discussed for quite a 
while. So, I would say that we’re 
getting a lot of good input, but 
at some point you have to move 
ahead. And so, hopefully, we’re 
getting close to where we can put 
it into gear and get shovels in the 
ground.”

On August 28, the Town 
will hold similar in-person info 
sessions to get feedback on the 
design concepts for Jackson’s 
Point Harbour (11 a.m. to 1 p.m.) 
and Holmes Point Park (2 p.m. to 
4 p.m.) An additional session for 
De La Salle Park (5.30 p.m. to 8 
p.m.) is scheduled for September 
1. All in-person sessions will be 
held in the respective parks.

The final community info 
sessions will be held virtually on 
September 8, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. and 
6.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. Residents 
must register on the Town’s 
website to attend one of the two 
sessions (the content will be the 
same for each).




 






 





n 12  08.24.2021  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM   


