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New faces on the ballot for York-Simcoe

Bradford Council unanimously passed 
a motion by Councillor Johnathan Scott on 
September 7 calling on York Region to move 
forward with its proposed Holland Marsh 
Phosphorus Polder Recycling Facility. 

The $40-million stormwater treatment 
plant, which promises to reduce phosphorous 
runoff from the Holland Marsh into the 
Holland River and Lake Simcoe by up to 40 
per cent, is slated to be built in Bradford West 
Gwillimbury on the Holland River, with the 
federal government contributing $16 million 
towards its construction. 

But York Region says it can’t move 
forward with the project unless the province 
approves the Upper York Sewage Solution’s 
(UYSS) Environmental Assessment (EA), 
which the province has put on hold pending 
the passage of the York Region Wastewater 
Act, Bill 306, which calls for an expert 
advisory panel to review UYSS along with 
other options to deal with the Region’s future 
wastewater servicing. 

The UYSS, a proposed $715-million 
sewage treatment plant that would service 
future growth in Aurora, Newmarket and 
East Gwillimbury, has faced opposition from 
local environmental groups, the Chippewas 
of Georgina Island First Nation (CGIFN) and 
residents along Lake Simcoe because it could 
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Local councillors want phosphorus reduction project fast-tracked
By MIKE ANDERSON

runner, the Liberals and the NDP are hoping 
new candidates can make a breakthrough in 
the traditionally blue riding. 

Daniella Johnson, a former community 
activist and management consultant in the 

By  MIKE ANDERSON

York-Simcoe voters will see two new 
faces on the ballot when they cast their vote 
on September 20. While Conservative Scot 
Davidson, who won the riding in 2019 with 
24,918 votes (46.3%), is considered the front-
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potentially pump up to 40 million 
litres of treated sewage into the 
lake daily. 

“The Regional Municipality 
of York has not postponed nor 
cancelled the Holland Marsh 
phosphorus reduction facility 
project,” said Mike Rabeau, 
Director of Capital Planning 
and Delivery for Environmental 
Services for York Region, in an 
email to The Post. 

“The environmental 
assessment for the Holland 
Marsh phosphorus reduction 
facility is contingent on the 
Upper York Sewage Solutions 
Environmental Assessment 
approval and cannot begin until 
that occurs.”

“We respectfully request the 
Government withdraw both Bill 
306 that is before the Legislature 
and the proposal posted to 
establish an Expert Advisory 
Panel; furthermore, we request 
the government immediately 
issue a decision on UYSS EA, 
following the process laid out 
in provincial law, a decision for 
which York Region has been 
waiting for seven years as of July 
25, 2021.”

This stalemate has Councillors 
Scott and Neeson worried the 
Holland Marsh stormwater 
treatment plant, which could 
reduce phosphorus loads in Lake 
Simcoe by 2.5 tonnes annually, 
may be delayed for years and 
could put federal funding for the 

project in jeopardy. 
“Our motion calls on York 

Region to move this much-
need pollution-reduction project 
forward independently so we can 
take meaningful action, at last, 
to reduce phosphorous in the 
Holland River and Lake Simcoe, 
which will protect fish habitats 
and the health of our watershed,” 
said Scott in a joint statement 
with Ward 3 Councillor Dave 
Neeson, who will introduce the 
motion at Georgina Council on 
September 17. 

“We are also hopeful that the 
provincial government will come 
to the table to help cover the 
costs of this vital facility, to make 
real the goals of the Lake Simcoe 
Protection Plan.”

“This facility will be a game-
changer for the entire Lake 
Simcoe watershed, and we need 
it to proceed,” added Neeson. 

“A wide variety of Lake 
Simcoe watershed residents and 
stakeholder groups are united in 
supporting our motion, and we 
hope the region and the province 
are listening.”

Local environmental groups 
are among those urging York 
Region and the province to move 
forward with the facility. 

“This is the largest diversion 
of phosphorus ever proposed 
for Lake Simcoe; we have to 
do it,” said Claire Malcolmson, 
Exec. Director, Rescue Lake 
Simcoe Coalition, in a statement 
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MCKENNA: $16M FUNDING ANNOUNCEMENT

supporting the motion. 
“Building this phosphorus 

recycling plant has got to be the 
easiest way...to make good on 
those promises to protect the lake 
while actually taking a bite out of 
the lake’s phosphorus loads.”

“We need this Holland Marsh 
pollution reduction project to 
proceed,” said Jack Gibbons, 
Chair, Lake Simcoe Watch, who 
believes the Region is holding 
the project hostage to force the 
province to approve UYSS. 

“The Region of York’s refusal 
to build the Holland Marsh 
pollution reduction plant unless 
the provincial government 
allows it to dump sewage from 
Aurora, Newmarket and East 
Gwillimbury into Lake Simcoe is 
outrageous.” 

Gibbons is also calling on 
York-Simcoe MPP Caroline 
Mulroney to intercede in the 
dispute. 

“Caroline Mulroney must do 

whatever it takes to make sure 
that the Holland Marsh pollution 
reduction facility is built as soon 
as possible,” he said. 

The Post asked the Ministry of 
Environment, Conservation and 
Parks (MECP) to comment on 
Councillor Scott and Neeson’s 
motion. 

However, a spokesperson for 
MECP says the Region has not 
communicated with the ministry 
about the motion, and, at this 
time, the ministry does not have 
a position. 
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non-profit sector, i s t he Liberal 
candidate. 

Johnson, who lives in 
Guelph, recently sought the 
Liberal nomination for Brampton 
Centre, losing to Shafqat Ali. 
While Johnson lacks a strong 
ground game in York-Simcoe - 
there is a noticeable lack of 
Liberal signs - she is confident 
that she can improve on the 
14,407 votes (26.8%) Cynthia 
Wesley-Esquimaux, who is 
now running in Simcoe North, 
received in 2019.

“I’m committed to making 
sure York-Simcoe has the best 
representation possible. And with a 
Liberal government, having a 
Liberal member of parliament 
will enable us to get things done.” 

Johnson, who is expecting 
her first child, says affordability, 
especially childcare and housing, 
are top of mind when she’s been 
door-knocking. 

“We have a lot of young 
families who have moved into the 
riding. And they’re looking at the 
high cost of childcare. We need to 
make sure it’s more affordable,” 
said Johnson.

She also believes the recent 
spike in property values has 
made a first home unattainable for 
many. 

“I walk through the community in 
York-Simcoe, and I think to 
myself, my goodness, these 
homes are so expensive. How are 
we going to get people who are 
renting to afford homes? We need to 
plan to make sure that housing is 
more affordable.” 

Like Johnson, the NDP 
candidate Benjamin Jenkins, 
a social activist and Ph.D. 
candidate, doesn’t live in the 
riding.

The Barrie resident hopes 
to build on Jessa Mclean’s 
surprising 7,620 votes in 2019, 
which doubled the NDP’s share 
of the vote from 7 to 14 per cent.
Jenkins says climate change 
and phosphorus pollution in 
Lake Simcoe are key issues for 

many voters. And he’s counting 
on capturing most of the 4,650 
votes the Green Party candidate 
garnered in the last election, as 
the Green’s are not running a 
candidate this time around. 

“For those who would 
normally vote Green, there’s a 
lot to love in the NDP platform,” 
Jenkins said. “If you care about 
the environment, if you care 
about better representative 
democracy, if you care about 
public transportation, if you 
care about housing that doesn’t 
see more farmland paved over, 
the NDP is the only party who’s 
offering that in this riding.”

Meanwhile, Davidson is 
confident that his record speaks 
for itself. “I try to be the MP for 
everyone. I’ve worked hard in the 
last two years to bring awareness 
to the issues,” he said. 

“I’m the only MP to stand in 
hip waders to bring awareness 
to Lake Simcoe. And we’ve 
recommitted to the Lake Simcoe 
Clean-up Fund again in our 
platform.” 

Davidson not only lobbied the 
feds on numerous local issues but 
also advocated for new programs, 
including a deemed trust to 
protect fresh produce farmers in 
Bradford from wholesalers going 
bankrupt during the pandemic. 
But, according to Davidson, the 
Liberals wouldn’t support it. 

He also introduced C-204, a 
private members bill to ban the 
export of plastic waste to foreign 
countries for final disposal, which 
would help protect the world’s 
oceans. But, while it received 
third reading in the Senate, the 
election call killed it. 

“It was one hour away. It would 
have been passed, but Trudeau 
pulled the plug,” he said. 

“I’ve worked hard in this 
riding, through East Gwillimbury, 
Georgina, Bradford West 
Gwillimbury, and I hope the 
voters see that and put their trust 
in me again to represent them.” 
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It’s unusual for someone to 
spend more than 40 years with 
the same employer these days. 
But Dave Reddon, the Town of 
Georgina’s Chief Administrative 
Officer (CAO), crossed that 
milestone last month.

Reddon, born and raised in 
Keswick, was just 16 years old 
when he started working for 
the Town on August 10, 1981. 
His first job was as a part-time 
building attendant and security 
guard at the Civic Centre. The 
pay was $3.50 per hour, a big 
increase over his farm job, which 
paid $1 an hour in the winter and 
$2 an hour in the summer.

Reddon says he was eager to 
make a positive impression with 
his new employer, even taking 
on the responsibility of plowing 
the building’s parking lot and 
sidewalks during the winter.

“I still worked on the 
neighbouring Yorke farm. So, I 
did the chores very early in the 
morning. And then if it snowed, 
I’d go to the Civic Center plow 
and then go to school and then 
come back and work the night 
shift,” he recalled.

Eventually, he moved to a 
full-time position in the Treasury 
Department, where he worked 
his way up to supervisor after 
completing the Municipal Tax 
Administration program at St. 
Lawrence College in Kingston, 
Ontario.

When the Treasury 
Department became the Tax 
and Water Department, Reddon 
was promoted to Manager of 
Taxation, Revenue and Customer 
Service.

“I’ve always been a numbers 
person,” he said. “I started in the 
tax area and had a great exposure 
to a lot of financial accounting. 
So, I gravitated to that; numbers 
were something I did well.”

Reddon has fond memories of 
this time in the Tax and Water 
Department because it allowed 
him to meet a lot of residents.

“Even today, many of them 
will come to pay their taxes and 
ask where my office is just to say 
hi,” he said.

While Reddon says he never 
aspired to be the Town’s CAO, 
he’s grateful for the opportunity 
to play a leadership role.

“I have to admit that I really 
enjoy what I am doing right 
now,” he said.

Reddon, who was appointed 
CAO in 2019 after Winanne 
Grant retired, has faced some big 
challenges over the past couple 
of years, but none greater than 
COVID-19.

He credits the Town’s strong 
senior management team, 
which he helped to develop, for 
successfully stick handling the 
pandemic.

“I’m very proud of the 
collaboration between Chief 
Ron Jenkins and the senior 
management team,” he said.

“At the beginning of the 
pandemic, it was not business 
as usual but business as unusual. 
We had to be prepared to pivot 
on a provincial announcement 
or a change in the infection rate. 

CAO Dave Reddon celebrates 
40 years with Town of Georgina
By  MIKE ANDERSON

DAVE REDDON

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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RGH residents enjoy first  
outing to Black River Coffee
By MICHELLE POIRIER

Twenty residents from River 
Glen Haven Nursing Home were 
treated to ice cream and cookies 
at Elaine’s Black River Coffee 
Shop in Sutton on August 26.

It marked the first time since 
the pandemic that RGH residents 
were allowed out for an excursion.

Local musician Neil Chapman 
serenaded the group – whose ages 
ranged from 65 to 102 – with toe-
tapping tunes, like “Hey Good 
Lookin” by Hank Williams.

YRP Constable Adam Draper, 
from District #3 in Sutton, was 
also on hand to help serve ice 
cream and cookies.

According to Susan Brigley, 
RGH’s Recreational Director, the 
last time residents were allowed 
out on an excursion was in March 
2020.

“The last time was right before 
COVID started; we went on a 
Walmart outing,” she said. “So, 
today was a big deal.”

Elaine Coates, the owner of 
Black River Coffee at 126 High 
St., says she used to have the 
residents over for a coffee once a 
month.

“Before COVID, we did it 

from April to October, every 
month. But once COVID hit, we 
couldn’t obviously,” Coates said.

“But today, we brought the 
seniors onto the patio, and we’re 
giving them a little party.”

Coates says that for some 
residents, especially those with 
dementia, the music, refreshments, 
and new surroundings provide a 
respite of sorts.

“They don’t really know where 
they are. But when someone starts 
playing a song, it’s in their eyes. 
There’s a recognition.” she said.

“Tomorrow, they might not 
remember, but at this moment, 
they’re having a great time. And 
that’s what it’s all about.”

“I’m having fun,” said Gertie 
Leitch, 89, who seemed very 
pleased to be eating strawberry ice 
cream while listening to Chapman 
play his version of “Blue Suede 
Shoes.” “It’s delicious,” she said.

Murray Taylor, who owns the 
Moolicious Ice Cream Shop at 
141 High St, was happy to donate 
the ice cream.

“I figured the go-to is either 
strawberry, chocolate or vanilla, 
but I didn’t have enough coolers, 

BLACK RIVER COFFEE
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RALPH GIVES THUMBS UP

SARAH, ELAINE & MURRAY

so I brought two flavours,” Taylor 
said.

But nobody seemed to mind 
there was no vanilla, especially 
with the temperature hovering at 
28 degrees Celsius.

“Everybody loves ice cream. It 
doesn’t matter if it’s hot or cold; 
people will eat it,” Taylor said.

While Taylor credits Coates 
with getting him involved, he 
says it felt good to put a smile on 
the resident’s faces.

“They deserve respect. They 
are the ones that grew this town. 
So, I’m happy to give back,” he 
said.

Both Coates and Taylor would 
like to see more local businesses 
owners give back.

“I’d like to challenge other 
businesses to do something, and 
it doesn’t have to be expensive,” 
Coates said.

“It’s about bringing them out 
and giving them pleasure. It’s 
breaking up their routine. It’s a 
very lonely thing sitting in a room 

seven days a week.”
But it wasn’t only the residents 

enjoying themselves; RGH staff 
also had a good time, prompting 
Brigley to plan a return visit.

“We always love to be part of 
community get-togethers,” she 
said.

“We’re going to come back 
here next month. We’re just very 
thankful to the Black River Cafe, 
Neil and the police for coming 
and being part of our day.”
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Taste of Georgina Returns
By MICHELLE POIRIER

Taste of Georgina has 
returned and will be running at 
participating restaurants from 
September 10 to 26.

Each participating restaurant 
will offer a prix fixe menu for 
lunch and dinner at set price 
points. 

“This event is a great way to 
celebrate local restaurateurs and 
the contributions they make to 
the local economy,” Karyn Stone, 
Economic Development Manager 
for the Town of Georgina, said. 

Bill Wild, owner of Wild 
Bill’s Bistro, said they missed 
the deadline for the last Taste of 
Georgina but will be participating 
this time and that he thinks 
this event should bring in more 
customers. 

“I think it’s important to get 
the whole community rallying 
together,” he said. 

Stone said the event could 
bring out-of-town visitors to the 
area since other events are going 
on during the two-week period, 
including the Georgina Studio 
Tour. 

“Many of our tourism-related 
businesses have been hit hard 
from the COVID-19 pandemic 
and continue to need support. One 
of the intentions of this event, 
aside from bringing visitors to the 
area, is to boost the Shop Local 
movement,” she said. 

“It is a way to encourage 
residents to try new restaurants in 
the area, and for these businesses 
to establish repeat business from 
residents.”

Becky Massey, Front of House 
Manager at the Lake Simcoe 
Arms, said they took part in the 
Taste of Georgina in February 
when it was take-out only due to 
the lockdown. 

“The customers of Georgina 
like to contribute to anything 
that brings business to their 
community. We found it helpful 
for us, and it brought the 
community together, spending 
money in Georgina as opposed to 
leaving Georgina,” she said. 

Massey said this event is 
an excellent opportunity for 
residents to go out, and the prix 
fixe menus give them the chance 
to try new restaurants. 

Stone said the last Taste of 
Georgia event resulted in 897 
menu items purchased and more 
than $28,000 in revenue. 

“The summer event will add 
a new element to the dining 
experience, with event-goers this 
time dining inside and on patios 
outside,” Stone said.

The event will convert to a 
take-out model if restrictions 
change. 

“With restaurants still 
struggling to recover, we hope the 

CHARLIE YOUNG, THE MANSION HOUSE IN SUTTON
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JOHN BAILEY, OWNER OF BAILEY’S HOMESTEAD RESTAURANT

summer instalment of this event 
will build on the first event’s 
success to continue to support 
our dining establishments,” Stone 
said. 

The Town is running a photo 
contest to go along with the 
event. If you take a photo of 
yourself enjoying your meal at a 
participating restaurant and post 
it to Facebook or Instagram by 
September 26, you will have the 

chance to win a $50 gift card for the 
participating restaurant. Just tag 
the restaurant, using the hashtag 
#TasteofGeorgina. Draws will be 
held on the Georgina Economic 
Development Facebook page or 
on Instagram @choosegeorgina, 
from September 10 to 26.

For a list of participating 
restaurants, visit: www.georgina.
ca/discover-georgina/taste-of-
georgina
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The Georgina Studio Tour 
started 27 years ago, and attracts 
thousands of visitors, both from 
Georgina and neighbouring 
municipalities.  This year the tour 
features 36 artists in 23 locations. 

Barbara Banfield, acting Chair 
of the event and an accomplished 
pottery artist who has been with 
the Studio Tour for 14 years, says 
the pandemic has brought some 
significant changes.

“This year is different due to 
COVID. So the event has a big 
online presence, and the Town 
is involved with promoting and 
marketing,” she said.

“New this year is a passport: 
collect stamps and you could win 
a gift certificate.”  

This year’s event has attracted 
some new local artists, including 
first-timers Jennifer and Tom 
Zsolt. 

“It is different from an 
exhibition: you can talk to 
people about your work. There 
are no artists on the tour with 
my style of work [documentary 
photography],”  he said. 

“It should be fun meeting art 
lovers from all over Ontario,” 
added Jennifer. “ I have many 
small paintings, inexpensive, 

ideal for people who want 
original art.” 

Jennifer also has cards, 
including Christmas cards and 
her Fun Farm Animals series. 

Cristina Liu, another first-
timer, participates in the Tour 
because she is thrilled to be part 
of a creative group sharing a 
common goal of celebrating art 
in Georgina. 

“I hope people from the 
community and neighbouring 
municipalities will enjoy our 
beautiful Georgina through the 
tour,” she said.   

One stop not to be missed 
is the Georgina Centre for 
Art and Culture, hosting an 
amazing exhibition by mother 
and daughter, Lisa and Sabrina 
Chianelli. 

Both are excited to show 
what they created during the 
pandemic, and  say knowing they 
would share their creations with 
the community helped in the dark 
days. 

Banfield is hopeful there will 
be a good turnout for this year’s 
Studio Tour, with residents 
rediscovering Georgina’s vibrant 
art community.  

“Come and see how rich the art 

Georgina Studio Tour Preview
By EWA CHWOJKO-SRAWLEY

BARBARA BANFIELD
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TOM ZSOLT

in our community is! The Studio 
Tour is a great opportunity to find 
our treasures!”  

Start your holiday shopping 
early: you will find one-of-a-kind 

items at every stop. 
For more information visit: 

www.georginastudiotour.com/
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And sometimes the odd decision 
we had to make was difficult 
for residents and non-residents, 
but the health and safety of our 
residents was always in the 
forefront.”

One of the Town’s big wins 
was getting approval for the mass 
vaccination clinic at the Georgina 
Ice Palace, which meant that 
residents wouldn’t have to travel 
to Newmarket to get their shot.

“Public Health, through the 
CAO group in York Region, was 
considering locations. So very 
early in the talks, we offered the 
Ice Palace. Not every municipality 
jumped to that. But I think in the 
end everybody wanted it, but ours 
had already been established.”

Reddon has set some ambitious 
goals for the next few years, 
including changing how the 
Town provides its services.

“I want to continue to move 
the Town forward as far as 
modernization and facilities,” he 

said.
“I want our residents to have 

access to any modernization 
that is available to them because 
increasingly they’re using mobile 
devices to apply for permits or get 
information. I think we’ve made 
some great steps forward. And so, 
I’d like to see that continue,” he 
said.

“With the new Civic Centre, 
we’re looking at hybrid models, 
where we don’t have 100 per cent 
of the staff in the building; some 
can work from home, especially 
those that are not dealing with the 
public directly.”

But Reddon says residents will 
still be able to go to Civic Centre 
for services.

“Some residents still like to go 
to the bank, bring in their cash and 
pay their bill and have a chat, and 
that’s never going to go away,” he 
said.

Reddon also wants to ensure 
that the Town continues to attract 

the best talent.
“The Town has become 

extremely progressive as an 
employer. I’m a baby boomer. 
I’m at the end of that era. But 
the younger generation doesn’t 
like to stick around in a job long-
term. So, it forced us to develop 
attraction and retention policies 
and make sure that the Town was 
competitive as far as wages go,” 
he said.

Reddon says he’s enjoyed 

working closely with Georgina’s 
Mayors, including Joe Dales, Rob 
Grossi and Margaret Quirk, and 
many hard-working councillors, 
like Regional Councillor Danny 
Wheeler, who passed away in 
2016.

Reddon says Wheeler was 
often considered the voice of 
reason, something he aspires to 
be in his role as CAO.

REDDON CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5


