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Scot Davidson wins York-Simcoe riding

Innisfil Council is the latest council around 
the Lake Simcoe watershed to pass a motion 
urging York Region and the province to move 
forward with the proposed Holland Marsh 
phosphorus recycling facility, which would 
significantly reduce phosphorus runoff - 
upwards of 40 per cent - from the Holland 
Marsh into the Holland River and Lake 
Simcoe. 

The Region argues the $40-million project 
is tied to the proposed Upper York Sewage 
Solution (UYSS) and cannot move forward 
until the province approves the UYSS EA, 
which it has paused indefinitely. 

However, there has been growing support 
around the lake for moving ahead with the 
project, independent of the UYSS. 

“This project will provide a great benefit to 
all of us around Lake Simcoe,” said Councillor 
Rob Nicol during the Innisfil Council session 
on Sept 22. 

“This phosphorus recycling facility should 
be treated as a separate project from the 
overall Upper York Sewage scheme, which 
is paused. It would be a shame if that meant 
the phosphorus recycling facility was paused 
indefinitely too because we need this project 
to deliver the benefits we know are necessary 
for the lake.” 

It was a late night for Conservative 
incumbent Scot Davidson, who along with 
his family and a small group of supporters 
gathered at the Sutton Legion to watch the 
federal election results and celebrate his third 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

SCOT DAVIDSON CELEBRATES WIN AT SUTTON LEGION

By MIKE ANDERSON

Holland Marsh phosphorous recycling facility gains support
By MIKE ANDERSON

electoral win.
Line-ups at several polls in the riding, 

including the Georgina Ice Palace, meant 
that Davidson couldn’t declare victory until 
almost midnight.
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Innisfil Mayor Lynn Dollin 
also agreed.

“I support this. This is a no-
brainer…this is gathering a lot of 
momentum, and now is a good 
time,” she said. 

“Phosphorus levels are the 
main concern. This facility will 
work tremendously, and the 
impact will be astronomical. 
It will reduce a lot of algae in 
the summer. I am glad we are 
endorsing this,” added Deputy 
Mayor Dan Davidson. 

Innisfil’s motion follows 
similar motions passed in 
Bradford West Gwillimbury and 
Georgina. And additional motions 
are coming in East Gwillimbury 
and Brock Township. 

According to Bradford 
Councillor Jonathan Scott and 
Georgina Councillor Dave 
Neeson, who cosponsored a joint 
motion that passed unanimously 
in their respective councils, there 
is broad support for the project 
from residents and stakeholders, 
including the Holland Marsh 
Grower’s Association, Lake 
Simcoe Watch and the Rescue 
Lake Simcoe Coalition. 

“No party or politician has a 
monopoly on caring for the lake,” 
Neeson said. 

“This project is ready to move 
forward, we need it to move 
forward. It should not fall victim 
to broader disputes between the 
Region and the province.”

The Post asked the Region to 
comment on the motions and its 

decision to delay the Holland 
Marsh facility. 

While Mike Rabeau, Director, 
Capital Planning and Delivery 
for Environmental Services, 
acknowledges that UYSS and 
the Holland Marsh facility are 
distinctly different projects, 
he says  the Region’s position 
remains unchanged. “The 
environmental assessment for 
the Holland Marsh phosphorus 
reduction facility is contingent 
on the UYSS Environmental 
Assessment approval and cannot 
begin until that occurs,” he said in 
an email to The Post. 

“The only viable funding 
source the Region has for the 
Holland Marsh project is through 
the UYSS project; the funding 
source is the connection between 
the two projects.”

Regional Coun. Rob Grossi, a 
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longtime opponent of the UYSS, 
doesn’t understand why the two 
projects should be connected, 
financially or otherwise. 

“Why is the Region of York 
deciding on this facility? It’s a 
separate issue. Whatever you 
can do to restrict the flow of 
phosphorus into Lake Simcoe out 
of the Holland River, you should 
do it,” he said. 

“If it’s going to be tied to 
UYSS, then that’s a decision 
that hasn’t been made by an 

COUNS. DAVE NESSON &  JONATHAN SCOTT

elected council. It’s more of a 
bureaucratic decision.”

“There has never been a motion 
or a staff report that indicated the 
Region was considering pulling 
the funding,” he noted. 

“When you have a facility, like 
a phosphorus reduction plant, for 
the Holland river, it’s important 
for someone to be the lead and 
make it happen. The Region was 
the lead. But, what happens is 
politics gets in the way.”
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But “a win is a win,” 
according to Davidson, who 
was delighted by the result after 
spending 36 days campaigning 
across one of Lake Simcoe’s 
largest ridings, which includes 
Georgina, Georgina Island, East 
Gwillimbury and Bradford West 
Gwillimbury.

Davidson won York-Simcoe 
with 23,890 votes, 50 per cent 
of the total vote, with 118 of 119 
poles reporting as of Thursday, 
9:25 a.m. EST.

Liberal candidate Daniella 
Johnson received 13,856 votes 
(29%); NDP candidate Benjamin 
Jenkins 6,890 votes (14%); and 
PPC candidate Michael Lotter 
3,552 votes (7%).

This was Davidson’s third 
electoral win in York-Simcoe, 
having won a previous federal 
by-election on February 25, 2019, 
and a general election on October 
21, 2019.

But, according to Davidson, 
this campaign, held during the 
fourth wave of the pandemic, was 
more challenging than the others.

“It was difficult,” he said. “We 
can just start with tonight; we 
couldn’t put in an open invitation 
to everyone. You couldn’t have 
those big fundraisers; you 
couldn’t have those rallies.”

“So connecting with people 
was a lot more difficult. And the 
time was very tight. This is a big 
community — almost all the way 
from Schomberg to Port Bolster. 
So to get out and see everybody 
was challenging.”

Still, Davidson says voters 
continue to support him because 
they appreciate his efforts on 
behalf of the riding.

“I put the hard work in,” he 
said. “I try and get out to every 
single event that I can. And I 
always stand up for York-Simcoe 
in the House of Commons, and I 
know the issues that people have, 
and I will continue to champion 
those issues.”

“We roll up our sleeves here in 
York-Simcoe, and we grind it out 

to help each other. I think hard 
work is rewarded. And I think 
I’ve really worked hard for this 
community.”

Liberal Daniella Johnson was 
able to capture 29 per cent of 
the vote, up from 26.8 per cent 
in 2019. But Benjamin Jenkins, 
despite the absence of a Green 
Party candidate, wasn’t able to 
move the needle for the NDP, 
garnering 14 per cent of the vote 
– the same result as 2019.

Both candidates, running for 
the first time in York-Simcoe, 
don’t reside in the riding, and 
Davidson, born and raised in 
Georgina, believes this might 
have had a bearing on the results.

“People who live in 
York-Simcoe want to see a 
representative here that is from 
the riding, whether they were 
born here or not,” he said.

“So they understand the needs 
of the community. And so they 
know where Pefferlaw is, and 
Belhaven is, and Udora is, and 
Egypt and all the other little 
towns. There are 32 communities 
in York-Simcoe, and every 
community is unique.”

Davidson says he wasn’t 
surprised by the surge in support 
for the People’s Party of Canada, 
with Michael Loller, a Bradford 
resident, increasing his share 
of the vote by more than five 
percentage points, from less than 
two per cent in the 2019 general 
election to seven per cent this 
time around.

“It didn’t surprise me. 
Unfortunately, I think one thing 
this pandemic has done is it 
galvanized people,” he said.

“People have become 
disenfranchised, and the PPC 
represents that place that’s 
anti-government and anti-
establishment. People that aren’t 
happy with the traditional parties. 
And I think we have to work 
harder to make sure that we keep 
everyone onside and we keep our 
eye on the ball for the country.”
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JOHN MUNRO AT HIS FARM ON WARDEN AVE

Region reduces speed limit 
on Warden Avenue
By MIKE ANDERSON

York Region Council passed a 
bylaw on September 23 that will 
see the speed limit on Warden 
Ave., between Ravenshoe Rd. 
and Baseline Rd., reduced from 
80 to 70 km/h.

The section of Warden Ave. 
that runs through the hamlet of 
Belhaven, from Old Homestead 
Rd. to Bethel Sideroad, will 
remain at 50 km/h.

The move follows efforts by 
local residents to have the speed 
limit reduced on Warden Ave., 
due to safety concerns.

They argued that commuters 
and day-trippers were using 
Warden Ave. to bypass the traffic 
lights and rush-hour congestion 
on Woodbine Ave., often driving 
at speeds above 90 km/h on the 
narrow two-lane regional road.

Belhaven residents were also 
concerned that the 80 km/h speed 
limit did not allow motorists 
enough time to reduce their speed 
before entering the hamlet’s 50 
km/h speed zone.

They say speeding vehicles 
pose a serious risk to residents 
walking along the narrow 
shoulders or pulling out of their 
driveways.

They also noted that there was 
no consistency in speed limits, as 
the two roads parallel to Warden 
Ave., Kennedy and McCowan, 
were both 70 km/h, and Warden 
Ave. in East Gwillimbury was 
also 70 km/h.

John Munro, whose farm is 
located on Warden Ave., near 
Lockie Sideroad, just north of the 
hamlet of Belhaven, is pleased 
with the decision.

“I’m amazed that a regular 
citizen can make a change 
because the government can 
do whatever the hell they want, 
whenever the hell they want, 
they don’t report to anybody,” 
said Munro, who had previously 
lobbied Georgina Council and 
the Region to reduce the speed 
limit.

He believes the Region’s 
decision is proof you can fight 
city hall and win.

“If we make enough noise, 
we’ll get noticed,” he said.

According to a spokesperson 
from the Region, road crews will 
replace the 80 km/h speed limit 
signs on Warden Ave. with 70 
km/h signs on September 24.
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Local optometrist wants Town 
to weigh-in on funding dispute
By ELAINE MOYLE

The Town of Georgina has 
been swept into a hotly-contested 
funding issue that has pitted the 
province’s eye doctors against 
the Ontario government.

The dispute centres around 
the amount of government 
compensation to be provided for 
provincially-funded eye exams.

Talks broke off when a 
government offer fell short of 
expectations and the Ontario 
Association of Optometrists 
(OAO) subsequently withdrew 
provincially insured eye services 
September 1.

Georgina Council was asked 
to wade into the debate by local 
optometrist, Dr. Lisa Fung, 
who requested its support 
in pressuring the Ontario 
government to resume talks with 

the OAO.
Dr. Fung’s proposal was 

included in the September 15 
Council agenda and addressed by 
Mayor Margaret Quirk.

She issued a motion directing 
the request to town staff and 
Chief Administrative Officer 
David Reddon for further review.

“I’ve seen this (matter) in 
the news but I’m not sure if we 
have enough information right 
now,” said Mayor Quirk. “I am 
referring this to staff and the 
CAO’s office to see what we can 
do to learn more about this and 
have them come back to us with 
any comments.”

The withdrawal of 
provincially-funded eye services 
impacts patients 19 years of age 
and younger, those 65 and older 
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HELP WANTED
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DR. LISA FUNG

as well people with specific 
health conditions.

To date, a government offer 
paying eye doctors $39 million 
in retroactive fees and increased 
reimbursement of 8.48 per cent 
has been rejected by the OAO.

Dr. Fung told the Post she 
is appreciative Mayor Quirk 
is seeking further information 
about the funding issue.

“The fact that Town staff is 
dedicating time to our concerns 
and looking into them on our 
behalf goes a very long way,” 
she said. “It will be wonderful 
if council supports our request 
because it will strengthen our 
cause.”

To date, three municipalities 
have supported the OAO by 
urging the province to resume 

talks. These include Oakville, 
Fort Frances and Rainy River.

Dr. Fung points out that in 
1989, optometrists were paid 
$39.15 per eye exam.

“Thirty-two years later, we’re 
being paid an average of $44.55. 
That’s not even close to covering 
the costs of rent, staff, utilities, 
equipment, taxes and supplies.”

Ontario optometrists, she adds, 
are the lowest paid in the country 
behind Manitoba eye doctors 
who receive $77 per provincially-
funded eye exam.

Dr. Fung said Georgina 
residents wishing to lend their 
support to the optometrists’ 
cause can sign a petition 
at Saveeyecare.ca or contact 
local MPP Caroline Mulroney.
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Two local fast-food chains have 
raised money for The Georgina 
Cares Fund, Tim Hortons through 
their Smile Cookie campaign, 
and McDonald’s through their 
McHappy Day. 

The Smile Cookie campaign 
ran at local Tim Hortons from 
Sept. 13 to 19, with 100 per cent 
of the proceeds from cookie sales 
going to Georgina Cares. 

McHappy Day took place 
at Keswick McDonald’s on 
September 22. 

Mayor Margaret Quirk and 
Councillor Mike Waddington 
were on hand to help raise 
donations at McDonald’s. 

“One hundred per cent of 
all donations and a portion of 
all sales from the day go to our 
local charity, which is Georgina 
Cares, and the Ronald McDonald 
House,” Todd Telford, owner of 
McDonald’s Keswick, said. 

“I’ve been here 14 years and 
we do it every year, it’s an annual 
event. In 2020, we didn’t host 
the event because of COVID-19 
restrictions. We still made 
our donations to the charities 
though, because we feel it’s so 
important.”

Regional Coun. Rob Grossi, 
founder and president of The 
Georgina Cares Fund, was also at 
McDonald’s for McHappy Day. 

“We’re so happy they decided 
to pick Georgina Cares, because 
we do a couple of things, we 

help kids be kids and we also do 
what’s called a compassionate 
fund. Where, when a catastrophic 
event happens to a family, we help 
out. We can only do that through 
businesses like McDonald’s 
and some of our other corporate 
partners,” he said. . 

The Georgina Cares Fund also 
has their annual Live TV Auction 
coming up on November 28 on 
Rogers tv. 

They were unable to hold 
the live auction last year due to 
COVID-19 safety precautions. 

Grossi said many major 
retailers in Town have donated 
items for auction, despite having 
a hard 18 months due to the 
pandemic. 

“We are so fortunate that they 
come forward all the time to 
make sure that we can do what’s 
necessary to help people in the 
community,” he said. 

“The money that we get is 
from everybody in this town 
who supports McHappy Day, 
the Smile Cookie program or the 
auction, and then we channel it to 
someone when they are in need,” 
he said. 

Grossi said they have not 
yet received the proceeds from 
the Smile Cookie Campaign or 
McHappy Day, but estimates 
it could total approximately 
$20,000 combined. 

Local restaurants support 
The Georgina Cares Fund
By MICHELLE POIRIER

ROB GROSSI, TODD TELFORD, MAYOR QUIRK & MIKE WADDINGTON

“Someone asked me what the most  
difficult thing about having a dog was.  
I replied – the goodbye” – Unknown

Dexter was a beautiful 14 year-old Goldendoodle that I was blessed 
to have in my life for 13 of those years. As much as people said how 
well behaved he was, I think he had me trained as well. 

Many years ago when I attempted my first GoPro video on a Sea-
Doo, it ended up taking still pictures. Well didn’t we win the action 
category in Cottage Life Magazine that summer! 

I’m at peace with his passing but the void and desire for more of his 
unconditional love is huge. 

To see how he could just look at someone as we drove by and 
instantly put a smile on a complete stranger’s face was amazing. 

Sutton lost a great friend. RIP Dexter. 
Brian Lytle



  09.24.2021  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM    9 n

The annual Georgina Terry 
Fox Run took place virtually this 
year on September 19 and has 
raised $18,000 so far. 

“Despite there being no actual 
Terry Fox Run at the North 
Gwillimbury Park as in past 
years, it was still an inspiring 
day for countless people. A 
day to honour those who have 
fought cancer, those who fight 
cancer, and those who have 
survived cancer. A day to honour 
all, and continue Terry’s fight 
against cancer,” Laurie Carriere, 
Georgina Terry Fox Run 
organizer, said. 

On the day of the run, Laurie 
and Mike Carriere and their 
daughter Crystal Pangman 
were joined by Mayor Margaret 
Quirk, MP Scot Davidson, MPP 
Caroline Mulroney, Town staff 
and members of council at the 
Civic Centre to raise the 2021 
Georgina Terry Fox flag, and to 
pay tribute to Terry Fox and all 
those who have battled cancer.

“It was a beautiful day in 
Georgina filled with warm 
sunshine, cherished memories 
and hope,” Carriere said. 

“Terry Fox’s Marathon of 
Hope began on April 12, 1980 
in St. Johns, Newfoundland. 
Terry ran a marathon a day, on 
one leg, that sadly ended nearly 
five months later in Thunder Bay, 

Ontario when cancer spread to 
his lungs.”

Donations will still be accepted 
throughout the rest of the year. 
You can register at www.terryfox.
ca/terryfoxrun/georgina. 

“Donations are so needed and 
truly appreciated,” Carriere said. 

Carriere hopes they can 
surpass $50,000 raised last year. 

The Terry Fox School Run will 
be taking place for students on 
September 29.

“Please support students 
and teachers during another 
challenging year as they take 
on the #tryliketerry challenge 
to raise critical funds for cancer 
research,” she said. 

You can also purchase 2021 
Terry Fox Run T-shirts from 
Keswick Canadian Tire and 
Sutton Home Hardware for 
$20.00 each to show your 
support. 

Donations are still being 
accepted for Terry Fox Run
By MICHELLE POIRIER

CRYSTAL, MIKE AND LAURIE, 2019

2021 TERRY FOX T-SHIRT
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Ladies of the Lake reunite at 
ClearWater Farm

More than 30 former members 
of Ladies of the Lake, a volunteer 
organization formed in 2005 to 
raise public awareness about 
Lake Simcoe’s environmental 
challenges, reunited at 
ClearWater Farm on September 
11 to honour four members who 
have since passed.

The contributions of Nancy 
Heidenreich (2012), Wanda 
Big Canoe (2014), Mary Jane 
Brinkos (2021) and Ros Crooks 
(2021) were acknowledged with 
a tribute luncheon that included 
the planting of four oak trees in 
their memory.

The event also offered a chance 
to reflect on how the grassroots 
organization of 60 women 
changed public perceptions about 

the lake and highlighted the 
impact of phosphorus pollution, 
which ultimately resulted in 
the passage of the Lake Simcoe 
Protection Act and Plan.

In 2006, Ladies of the Lake 
made a big splash with their 
debut fundraising calendar, which 
featured the ladies posing around 
the lake in the buff.

Cynthia Wesley-Esquimaux, 
a former member, recalls it took 
courage to pose naked in the 
calendar, but the results were well 
worth it.

“I still remember going back 
to my aunt, Wanda Big Canoe 
and saying, we’re going to be in 
this calendar for the Ladies of the 
Lake. And she’s like, oh, are we 
going to wear bathing suits? And 

By MIKE ANDERSON
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ANNABEL SLAIGHT

I’m like, no, we’re not going to 
wear anything,” she said.

The calendar, the first of two, 
raised a few eyebrows at the 
time but was a huge success, 
eventually raising $500,000.

But more importantly, it made 
Ladies of the Lake a household 
name and drew much-needed 
attention to the sad state of the 
lake.

Claire Malcolmson, Executive 
Director of the Rescue Lake 
Simcoe Coalition, also a former 
member, says Ladies of the Lake 
helped her realize that individuals 
can make a difference.

“The legacy of Ladies of the 
Lake is the ability of women to 
get together, to stand up for future 
generations and for our collective 
rights to clean air, clean water and 
a clean lake,” she said.

“They were a really powerful 
force, and God knows we need 
that powerful force right now.”

While the organization 
eventually disbanded, according 
to co-founder Annabel Slaight, 
it was a necessary precursor to 
the Ontario Water Center, an 
educational charity, which now 
operates ClearWater Farm.

“It’s been about 12 years since 
the Ladies of the Lake have gotten 
together as a group,” Slaight said.

“They realized that a volunteer 
organization wasn’t going to 
be able to be sustainable. So 
they morphed into the Ontario 
Water Center. And then one of 
the first projects, as envisioned 
by the Ladies of the Lake, was 
ClearWater Farm.”

Slaight says that Ladies of the 
Lake was never intended to be a 
lobby group but was more about 
changing attitudes.

“I can remember people 
saying, ‘why don’t people just fix 
the lake?’ But, you don’t fix the 
lake by fixing it; you fix the lake 
by helping people to stop hurting 
the lake and helping them help 
the land.”

“Whatever you do, cherish the 
lake. Love it. And if you love it, 

you’ll look after it.”
While Slaight acknowledges 

there are still serious 
environmental challenges facing 
Lake Simcoe, she is optimistic 
that the lake’s health can be 
restored.

However, she believes the 
solutions will come from the 
next generation. And ClearWater 
Farm will play a key role, 
installing in children a love for 
the environment.

“When ClearWater Farm gets 
going, we’re in construction 
mode right now; we will have a 
lot of things here where people 
can learn in a hands-on way 
because people telling you to do 
stuff doesn’t ever really work,” 
Slaight said.

“You can put signs up saying 
don’t put fertilizer on your lawn. 
But, that’s not nearly the same as 
working in the dirt, seeing with 
your own hands how things can 
be changed and how they can be 
wonderful.”

“Our mission is to create 
ripples, to help people live in 
harmony with nature and to do 
practical and real things, little and 
big, that are helpful to not only 
the lake but the land because the 
land impacts the lake.”

If you would like to find out 
more about ClearWater Farm, 
drop by the Open House event 
on Saturday, October 2, from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. (1614 Metro Rd N, 
Willow Beach).
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