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Region puts kibosh on Xmas dinner 

What began as a pleasant day sail to Friday 
Harbour turned into a life-threatening ordeal 
for a Willow Beach couple and their dog 
when their 19-foot sailing dingy capsized 
during their return trip on September 11.

Karl and Katie Pfisterer and their dog 
Buddy, a 13-year old English Cocker Spaniel, 
spent 16-hours, mostly overnight, in Lake 
Simcoe before an OPP Marine Unit rescued 
them near Georgina Island on the morning of 
September 12.

When they were pulled out of the water, 
both were suffering from hypothermia. 
Katie’s body temperature had fallen to 32 
degrees Celsius, Karl, 35 degrees – average 
normal body temperature is 37 degrees. 
While they were both hospitalized, Karl was 
discharged after ten hours, while Katie, due to 
complications, spent four nights at Southlake 
before being released. Buddy, treated by 
paramedics on scene, spent two nights at an 
emergency vet.

Karl and Katie believe they are lucky to 
be alive. They told their story to The Post 
because they want other boaters to learn from 
their experience, including not taking Lake 
Simcoe, with its potential for high winds and 
big waves, too lightly.

“We sailed to Friday Harbour just to grab 

Residents at Keswick Gardens, a 120-unit 
seniors apartment building run by Housing 
York Inc. (HYI), may have to forgo their 
annual sit-down Christmas dinner again this 
year. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

JOAN HARPER (FRONT) AND THE FRIENDSHIP CLUB COMMITTEE

By MIKE ANDERSON

Local couple waits 16-hours in Lake Simcoe to be rescued
By MIKE ANDERSON

“They’re not very happy; they look forward 
to the Christmas dinner,” said Jean Harper, 
President of the building’s Friendship Club 
Committee. 

“People are just basically staying in 
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some lunch,” said Karl. “We 
checked the weather in the 
morning, and they said the wind 
was coming from the south and 
maybe a little stronger than we’ve 
been in before. But we just shot 
over there in about an hour and a 
half. It was probably the best sail 
we’ve had on this boat because of 
the south wind, and the water was 
flat, no waves.”

But Karl said after they left 
Friday Harbour at 4:30 p.m., 
three hours before nightfall, the 
wind picked up, and the water got 
choppy.

However, Karl, an experienced 
dingy sailor, was confident that 
their 19-foot Lighting would 
handle the changing weather 
conditions.

“I knew it was going to 
be a tough sail, but I wasn’t 
concerned,” he said.

But just 20 minutes into the 
return trip, the port side shroud, 
which supports the mast, came 
loose. The dingy could no longer 
tack against the wind, so they 
were forced to cut across the 
waves to stay on course.

“In hindsight, maybe then, I 
should have taken out the cell 
phone and called for help,” Karl 
said.

But they pressed on for another 
hour and a half, and then, between 
Fox Island and Snake Island, 

disaster struck.
“I was steering over the waves 

to try to keep the boat level. We 
got a gust at the same time as I 
was going down a trough of a 
wave, and the water, within a 
second, swamped us. It just came 
over the entire cockpit,” he said.

“The boat went over, and the 
mast was flush with the water. We 
stood on the centreboard and tried 
to right it. We did get her up twice 
for just a couple of seconds, but 
she went over again.”

“Everything you’re required 
by law to carry on the boat, the 
paddle, lifejackets, and the little 
Fox 40 Marine Safety Kit, started 
to float away.”

KATIE & KARL WITH BUDDY
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Town too quick to close taps
Citing severe threats to the 

municipal water system, the 
Town’s Director of Operations 
and Infrastructure, Rob Flindall, 
has shut down three public water 
taps in Georgina.

Residents will have to use 
the only remaining public tap at 
Black River Rd, retrofitted with a 
card system and security camera.

The closures are intended to 
prevent commercial users from 
accessing the taps and potentially 
contaminating the Town’s water 
supply with fertilizer or chemical 
residue in their containers.

There’s just one problem with 
that argument – it doesn’t hold 
water.

The Post asked Flindall if 
there has been any evidence 
of contamination from either 
commercial or residential users 
of the taps. “To our knowledge, 
there have been none,” Flindall 
admitted in an email to The 
Post. Indeed, Flindall was only 
able to cite two recent examples 
of contaminations occurring in 
Ontario municipalities.

The first occurred in Stratford, 
Ontario, in 2005, when Festival 
U-Wash, a commercial car 
wash, contaminated the Town’s 
water supply by intentionally 
bypassing a backflow value, 
pumping a cleaning solution at 
80 PSI into the Town’s water 
supply, which was 65 PSI. The 
second incident occurred in 
2011, in Halton Region, when a 

cleaning solution used to flush the 
heating system at Iroquois Ridge 
High School entered the school’s 
water system. The school was 
shut down for 24 hours, but the 
municipal water system was not 
impacted.

Both these incidents have 
little relevance to Georgina’s 
public taps. The likelihood of 
commercial users pumping 
residue from their containers 
back into the water supply is 
extremely low.

Commercial users are 
connecting a standard garden 
hose, receiving water one-way 
from the pressurized system. 
Safety concerns could be 
addressed by installing a simple 
backflow valve and removing the 
threaded taps, so a garden hose 
can’t be connected.

Instead, Flindall has insisted 
on closing down three public 
taps, which was  done after 
he threatened the Mayor and 
council with the spectre of being 
jailed under Ontario’s Safe Water 
Drinking Act, if they didn’t agree 
to close the taps immediately.

In short, Flindall has been 
playing Chicken Little.

However, the sky is not 
falling. And this is not how a 
municipality should function.

If the Town wants to close 
the public water taps and deny 
residents access to safe drinking 
water, let council vote on it.
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their apartments. It’s been very 
isolating. A lot of the tenants that 
we’d see almost every day, we 
don’t see them anymore.”

Last Christmas, Harper, a 
widow herself, and her committee 
members, tried to raise everyone’s 
spirits, hand-delivering meals to 
each apartment. 

But delivering meals to 
120-units proved to be no easy 
task for the volunteers, most of 
whom are in their 70s and 80s. 

“We had Sammy’s Chicken 
Coop cater it. They brought 
each meal in a container, and we 
delivered it to every apartment,” 
she said.

“But I’m not sure we’ll do that 
this year because it was a lot of 
work.” 

Harper and her fellow 
committee members would prefer 
to host the Christmas dinner at the 
Keswick Adult Day Program, run 
by York Region and a tenant of 
Keswick Gardens since 1999.

They hosted the dinner there 
for 17 years before the pandemic, 
without any issues. 

“It’s bigger, and it will 
accommodate everything,” 
Harper said. 

“We have 120 apartments in 
here, and not everybody attends, 
but we always plan for between 
80 to 90 people.”

Harper says volunteers used 
to set up the tables and do all the 
clean-up. 

“We always tried to put the 
tables right back exactly where 
they were, and we never had a 
problem.” 

The Adult Day Program also 
provides easy access for those 
with mobility issues. 

It has a door that connects to 
the hallway, providing people 
using wheelchairs and walkers 
protection from the elements. 

And Harper points out the 
space is not used in the evenings, 
so there’s no conflict. 

However, York Region says 
the residents can’t use the space 

due to COVID-19 concerns, even 
though most are now double 
vaccinated. 

“The health and safety of our 
clients, caregivers, and staff 
remains our top priority. Out of 
an abundance of caution for our 
clients, the Adult Day Program 
space remains closed to public 
use,” said a spokesperson from 
the Region in an email to The 
Post. 

And because the Adult Day 
Program is a tenant, they say it 
has the right to refuse residents 
access to the space. 

“The Adult Day Program 
operates in the commercial 
space at Keswick Gardens. The 
commercial space is not part 
of the resident amenities,” the 
spokesperson said. 

Instead, the Region suggests 
residents use their kitchen and 
activity room or book an event 
space in the community. 

Harper says both options are 
not possible. 

“With social distancing, you 
can’t put hardly anybody in our 
activity room,” she said. “It’s too 
small; maybe we might be able to 
accommodate 16 people.” 

“And I don’t think going out of 
the building would work for us. 
We have people in here that don’t 
go out. And it’s too difficult to 
transport everyone.” 

Harper hopes the Region will 
have a change of heart, but she’s 
not holding her breath. 

“I’d just like to see things go 
back to normal,” she said. 

ADULT DAY PROGRAM 
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Sutton Curling Club gets 
boost from OTF grant

SUTTON CURLING CLUB

By MIKE ANDERSON

The Sutton Curling club has 
installed new safety equipment, 
including tap payment devices, 
automatic door sensors, hand 
dryers and contactless plumbing 
fixtures thanks to a recent grant 
from the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation (OTF).

The club received the $22,500 
grant through the OTF Resilient 
Communities Fund, which was 
established to help non-profit 
groups rebuild and recover from 
the impacts of COVID-19.

“The Sutton Curling Club has 
been a recreational mainstay in 
the community over the years,” 
said Caroline Mulroney, MPP for 
York-Simcoe.

“The $22,500 Resilient 
Communities Fund grant they 
received from the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation earlier 
this year will enable the Club 
to rebuild from the impacts 
of COVID-19 by helping to 
purchase new safety equipment 
and implement protocols so that 

players can return to the sport 
they love.”

According to Tom Jones, 
President of the Sutton Curling 
Club, the recent upgrades 
together with previous 
improvements made possible by 
OTF will ensure that the club 
continues to operate for many 
years to come.

“The impact of Ontario 
Trillium Foundation grants on 
the Sutton Curling Club over the 
past three years is significant,” 
Jones said

“The most recent grant allowed 
necessary renovations to be 
completed to ensure our curlers 
are in a safe environment. We 
now have a curling arena in our 
community that can better serve 
our current membership as well 
as attracting new members of all 
ages.”

To find out more about the 
Sutton Curling Club, please 
visit the website at www.
suttoncurlingclub.ca.
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“That’s one safety tip. Make 
sure everything you need is 
lashed so it doesn’t float away,” 
he said.

While the dog was wearing a 
lifejacket, Karl and Katie had to 
grab theirs out of the water.

Their cell phones, which they 
usually keep in a zip-locked 
bag, were soaked and no longer 
worked. There was no way of 
contacting anyone for help.

So began their 16-hour ordeal 
in the water.

The dingy was capsized, with 
the water just a few inches below 
the gunnels, but they were able to  
hang on.

“We spent a little time trying 
to get our stuff together and get 
organized, staying with the boat. 
And then Katie saw another 
boat,” Karl said.

While they tried getting the 
boat’s attention, blowing the 
whistles from their lifejackets and 
shouting and waving, it was too 

far away.
Under maritime law and 

the Criminal Code of Canada, 
boaters must come to the aid of 
any vessel in distress. However, 
Karl and Katie don’t believe the 
boaters saw them.

“I think they were preparing 
to get underway, and they were 
facing south. So we saw them for 
maybe about five, 10 minutes, 
and then they were gone,” Karl 
said.

With the onset of nightfall, the 
couple decided to hunker down, 
and stay together to prevent heat 
loss. Hopefully, someone would 
spot them in the morning.

“We spent the majority of the 
time with the dog between us, 
holding on to the boat,” Katie 
said.

“There was a temperature 
change in the middle of the night, 
the waves and the wind started 
coming from the north, and I felt 
the water temperature get cold.”

They used the boat to protect 
themselves from the waves, 
which Karl estimated were two 
feet high, peak to trough, by 3 
a.m. But the worst ones would 
wash over the boat and hit them.

“I was watching for those 
because I got badly banged 
up and bruised on my left side 
because I was holding on to the 
halyard,” Katie said.

“Karl got it on his ride side 
because he was holding on to 
the boat with his right hand. He 
held onto my lifejacket with his 
left hand. And we had the dog 
between us with his face always 
facing towards the shore away 
from the waves.”

Katie said verbalizing helped 
to get them through their ordeal.

“They say that’s a good 
technique to verbalize your 
situation, especially in a crisis,” 
she said.

“I talked all that night and was 
singing songs. And when I ran 

out of songs, I started doing the 
alphabet.”

While the couple hadn’t told 
anyone they were going for a 
sail, Katie did text Karl’s mother 
Janet, who lives in Toronto, from 
Friday Harbour.

“I texted her that the sun was 
setting at 7.30 p.m., and the wind 
was coming from the southwest 
about 40 km,” she said.

“So I thought she’s going 
to start worrying at 8:30 p.m. 
And she’s getting help probably 
around 9.30 p.m. And they’re 
going to find us before midnight. 
But none of that happened.”

“When it was about 1 a.m., we 
thought, okay, we’re not going to 
be found tonight. We’re going to 
have to make it through the night 
on our own.”

Karl’s mother did call YRP 
on Saturday at 9:15 p.m. But 
she was told that because she 
lived in Toronto, she would have 
to complete a missing persons 

RESCUE CONT. FROM PAGE 2
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report with Toronto police before 
a search could take place.

After Toronto police 
interviewed her at her home, 
Janet called YRP back at 12:30 
a.m. and was told that they had 
not yet received the missing 
persons report, but things were 
in motion, and they were looking 
out for the couple on the lake.

But it wasn’t until 10 a.m., 
Sunday morning, that the OPP 
Marine Unit found them trying 
to swim to shore between Sibbald 
Point and Georgina Island.

“We were only 30 feet from our 
boat when we heard the OPP boat 
coming from behind us, and it 
was going fast. And I don’t know 
where I got the strength, but I 
pushed my torso out of the water 
and yelled,” Katie recalls. 

“I went first, and then Karl 
went next, and they immediately 
got on the radio to say, we’ve got 
them. Because they were about to 
launch a plane out of Trenton.”

“But it was my understanding, 
at least from the officers, that 
they weren’t looped in until that 
morning.”

When The Post asked YRP to 
explain why it took so long to find 
the couple, a detailed explanation 
was not provided, including the 
exact time YRP and OPP Marine 
Units were dispatched.

However, a YRP spokesperson 
did provide the following 
response:

“The initial call came in at 
about 10 p.m. on Saturday night. 
The investigation began from 
there with officers on the ground 
initially, and then a Marine Unit 
call out was made within a few 
hours. 

Several of our resources were 
involved, and partnering agencies 
were also engaged, which is a 
common practice in these types 
of incidents.”

While Karl and Katie are 
grateful to the OPP officers for 

finding them, they wonder why it 
took so long to be rescued.

Still, they’re not giving up 
sailing on the lake. They’re 
buying a hand-held VHF radio 
for the boat, and they’ll be sure 
to tell their neighbours next time 
they go out for a sail.

“One thing that shocked me 
was how quickly something can 
go bad. I’ve sailed for 40 years. 
I was a lifeguard when I was a 

LIGHTING SAILING DINGY

kid. We went from a challenging 
sail to be completely out of 
commission in a second,” Karl 
said.

“Lake Simcoe is a tricky lake, 
and people should know the 
limitations of their boat.”

“It also really speaks to 
remaining calm,” Katie added. 
“Don’t panic. Don’t compound 
your problem with another 
problem.”
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Every year Laurie Carriere and 
her family decorate their home 
on Hawkins Street with some 
fun displays to entertain the 
community during Halloween, 
and they ask for donations in 
return.

The annual Hawkins 
Halloween Haunt For Hunger 
runs until October 31 from 6:00 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. nightly, weather 
permitting, at 9 Hawkins Street 
in Sutton.

You can donate non-perishable 
food items, toys and monetary 
donations into monitored 
donation bins at the house.

The donations will be passed 
on to the Georgina Community 
Food Pantry, the Georgina Pop-
Up Breakfast Club, the Optimist 
Club, Santa’s Helpers and to 
local Churches.

“Last year was amazing. With 
the communities’ wonderful 
support we were able to donate a 
lot of food, approximately 1000 
food items,  to the Georgina Food 
Pantry, the breakfast program, 
churches and lots of toys to 
Santa’s Helpers and the Optimist 
Club,” she said.

“This year with the help of our 
awesome communities we hope 
to surpass 1200 food items and 
200 toys to help those in need.”

Carriere said those who visit 

and donate often have a higher 
chance of seeing some well 
-known characters, like Marshall 
or Chase from Paw Patrol, Elmo 
or Cookie Monster from Sesame 
Street, or some spooky characters 
like evil clowns, pirates and 
zombies.

Many of the other houses on 
Hawkins Street also join in and 
decorate for Halloween.

“Volunteering is a way of life 
for us. All the hard work, time 
and costs are worth it. It’s so 
rewarding to help people and 
animals,” she said.

“We love hearing all the 
laughter, compliments and seeing 
all the smiles, it’s addictive. My 
family and I feel that it is really 
important to be a part of our 
community and to help when 
we can, while having fun and 
hopefully lifting  community 
spirits, especially during these 
difficult times.”

They ask that you visit at your 
own risk, drive carefully, to 
remain in your vehicles, follow 
all COVID-19 rules, and to 
donate and visit often. They are 
also looking for donations or new 
or used Halloween and Christmas 
outdoor lawn inflatables and 
lights to help expand the 
display. To donate you can email 
Mikeirual@hotmail.com.

Annual Hawkins Halloween 
Haunt For Hunger is back
By MICHELLE POIRIER

POSTER FOR HAWKINS HALLOWEEN HAUNT
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Students at Waabgon Gamig 
First Nation School on Georgina 
Island won the Georgina Public 
Library’s coveted Top School 
Trophy for the 2021 TD Summer 
Reading Club.

The school achieved a 
participation rate of 100 per cent, 
which broke the Georgina Public 
Library’s record for the summer 
reading program.

“Reading over the summer 
months is important for helping 
children to maintain and grow 
their literary skills,” Val Stevens, 
Director and CEO of Georgina 
Public Library, said in the press 
release.

“We were so excited to see 
the community come together 
to support the children’s reading 
over the summer.”

The students received medals 
in recognition of the achievement 
at a barbeque gathering on 
October 7.

The Georgina Public Library 
runs children’s literacy programs 
throughout the year. You can 
visit your local branch for more 
information.

Georgina Island school wins 
trophy for summer reading 
By MICHELLE POIRIER

TROPHY BEING PRESENTED TO STUDENTS

WAABGON GAMIG FIRST NATION SCHOOL
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Georgina marathon attracts 
more than 600 runners

Despite gusting northwest 
winds, intermittent rain and 
temperatures hovering around 11 
degrees Celsius, 636 runners took 
part in the inaugural Georgina 
Marathon and Half-Marathon 
held on Sunday, October 17.

The course stretched along the 
westbound lane of Lake Drive 
from De La Salle Park past North 
Gwillimbury Park and back again 
for the 21.1 km half marathon. 
Those running the full marathon, 
42.195 km, were required to run 
a double loop, with the start and 
finish line at De La Salle Park.

Sponsored by Dynamic Funds 
and sanctioned by Athletics 
Canada, the Georgina Marathon 
was one of the few in-person 
races in Ontario this year. It was 
also a qualifier for next year’s 
Boston Marathon, which will 
take place on April 18.

The race supported 
Soles4Souls Canada, a non-profit 
that redistributes donated shoes 
and clothing to kids in need, and 
the Georgina Community Food 
Pantry.

While a car parked along the 
course delayed the start of the 

race for half an hour, the runners, 
many of whom jogged on the 
spot to stay warm, left the starting 
area, beginning at 8.30 a.m., in 
multiple waves of 50 runners 
each.

Jason Faber, 33, from Toronto, 
won the full marathon with a time 
of 2:30:38. Sarah Donaldson, 
27, also from Toronto, was the 
female winner, finishing with a 
time of 2:57:54.

Adam Flekser, 37, from 
Toronto, had the best time in the 

By MIKE ANDERSON
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MICHELLE KREZONOSKI

ADAM FLESHER

half marathon (1:16:05). Michelle 
Krezonoski, 28, from Kingston, 
had the top female  half-marathon 
result (1:19:58). Michelle’s 
identical twin sister, Kim, also 
placed second (1:20:19).

Isaiah Christophe, 27, from 
Brampton, placed first in the 
wheelchair full marathon with a 
time of 2:16:32. Brett Babcock, 
27, from Kingston, was first in the 
wheelchair half marathon with a 
time of 1:31:50. For a complete 
list of results, visit www.
EnfieldTiming.ca.

Race co-director Cindy Lewis-
Caballero was delighted with the 
turnout for the race.

“We have been working with 
the Town of Georgina for the past 
three months to put this together 
quickly,” she said.

“After more than 18 months of 
keeping our athletes trained for 
races that weren’t happening, my 
co-director Sandie Orlando and I 
decided to just take matters into 

our own hands and create our 
own race.”

“People are happy to be in a 
race again. Many of us continued 
running throughout the past year 
and a half, but it’s just not the 
same without a specific event 
goal. It keeps you motivated. It 
gets you out of bed on those days 
when you don’t want to.”

While they admit it was a 
challenge pulling it together, 
Lewis-Caballero and  Orlando say 
they plan to make the Georgina 
Marathon an annual event.

“We were so grateful for the 
support we got from the Town of 
Georgina. They were on-side with 
us immediately. They were going 
to work with us through whatever 
happened with COVID-19 and 
different gathering restrictions. 
We were going to find a way to 
make it happen, and they were 
on board with us with that goal,” 
Lewis-Caballero said.
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HELP WANTED

Georgina Post is looking for an 
Ad Salesperon. Generous com-
mission & car allowence paid. 

Must have experience.
Email: mike@georginapost.com

COMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Secret Lives of Spiders with 
Catherine Scott, October 26,  
7 p.m.
Dr. Catherine Scott is an 
arachnologist and behavioural 
ecologist whose research is 
focused on the behaviour and 
communication of black widows 
and other spiders. A former 
arachnophobe, she is passionate 
about trying to shift perceptions 
about these fascinating creatures.
To take part in this informative 
webinar simply become a member 
of North Durham Nature at www.
northdurhamnature.com. The cost 
is only $10 and you will be able to 
participate in the remaining 2021 
presentations. (As a member, you 
will automatically be sent a link.)

Entrepreneurism in Georgina at 
GTTI Skilled Trades Institute, 
October 27, 7 to 9 p.m.
A six-week seminar series, featuring 
topics like entrepreneurship, 
brand and web presence, legal 
issues for your business, tax and 
accounting, employment law, 

creating a business plan and 
applying for funding. Must show 
proof of vaccination. Price: $180 
+ HST. Contact Amanda Stewart: 
astewart@georginachamber.com

Halloween Haunt for Hunger at 9 
Hawkins St., evenings, 6 to 9:30 
p.m., until October 31
Our drive-by food and toy dry is 
bigger, better and boo-tiful! Please 
bring food, toys and donations to 
place in designated monitored bins. 
Hawkins Street has lots of lights, 
displays, music, random characters 
and more! Please drive safely! 

Halloween Haunted Trail, 
October 30, 4 to 6 p.m.
We are looking forward to seeing 
all of the scary ghosts and goblins 
at the 2nd Annual Halloween 
Haunted Trail on Saturday, October 
30 from 4:00 until 6:00 pm. The 
fun is located at the Pefferlaw Lions 
Community Centre park, along the 
trails behind the ice pad. This is a free 
event sponsored by the Pefferlaw 
Association of Ratepayers.

Family Fright Fiesta, October 29 
& 30
The Pioneer Village comes to life in 
the spirit of the Halloween season, 
featuring spooky scenes, ghoulish 
activities, eerie Pioneer Village 
walks, pick-a-pumpkin patch, 
live entertainment and haunting 
performances. Entry Fee is $1.00 for 
14 and under, $2.00 for 15 plus. For 
information on how to register time 
slots, visit the Town of Georgina 
event page or Facebook. Space is 
limited. Patrons must register for 
and attend with members from their 
household only.

Curbside Giveaway Day in 
Georgina, October 30
Put your unwanted items at the curb 
from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., on Oct. 30 
for other residents/neighbours to 
take free of charge. What hidden 
treasures will you find? All items 
must be removed by 5 p.m. and can 
only be put to the curb on this date.

Graveyard Smash presented by 
Georgina Pride, October 31, 5 to 
10 p.m.
Come out for an evening of fun! 
The yard will be transformed into a 
graveyard. This is a family-friendly 
event, but there will be spooky 
characters. There will be social 
distancing policies in effect. Each 
group must sign a contact-tracing 
sheet. 73 Biscayne Blvd. 

Remembrance Day Service, 
November 7, 3:30 p.m.
A Remembrance Day Service will 
be held on Sunday November 7, 
2021, at 3:30 p.m. at the Pefferlaw 
Lions Community Centre, 38 Pete’s 
Lane, Pefferlaw, ON.   This will 
be an outdoor service only with 
COVID protocols in place.


