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Town officially opens new fire station in Pefferlaw
By MIKE ANDERSON

The Town of Georgina officially opened
the new Pefferlaw Fire Hall on November 6.
The 8,000 square foot facility, Fire Station
1-8, incorporates the former Cooke’s United
Church and features three double-depth
apparatus bays, plus additional space for
gear, repairs and training.
The new fire hall is home to 20 on-call
volunteer firefighters, who operate three fire
trucks — two pumpers and a tanker – and
respond to approximately 240 calls a year,
including structural fires, motor vehicle
collisions and medical emergencies.
Although the new hall has been operating
since April, the official opening ceremony
was delayed by COVID restrictions.
Mayor Margaret Quirk, joined by Fire
Chief Ron Jenkins, Deputy Fire Chief
Michael Rozario, firefighters Rod and
Brandon Baker, and council members, had
the honour of cutting the official ribbon.
“Fire services are different than they were
even five years ago. The apparatuses are
bigger. The fires are faster. We have to make
sure our firefighters have trained adequately.
So this fire hall provides all of that for the
community to ensure that they’re safe,” said
Mayor Quirk
Construction of the new fire hall began in
August 2018, with a price tag of $3.7 million,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

MADIE & MYLA AT PEFFERLAW CENOTAPH

No longer forgotten: Indigenous veterans
By MIKE ANDERSON

When Madie, 16, and Myla Beelby, 10,
placed a wreath on behalf of the Chippewas
of Georgina Island at the Pefferlaw Cenotaph
on November 7, it was a special moment for
their family, and especially their grandmother

Virginia Trumble.
“We always take part in Remembrance
Day. Not just for the native soldiers, but for
everybody who served for us,” said Trumble,
57, whose father and grandfather served in the
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Fall into good hands by CALLING US TODAY for your FREE market evaluation!

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

n2

11.10.2021 | GEORGINAPOST.COM

Men’s / Ladies Fashion & Footwear

LIQUIDATION

CLOSING

SALE
Countdown 6 weeks till
closing December 24
1/2 Off all Red Sticker Prices and Priced Racks
1/2 Off all Reg Priced (White Ticket) Merchandise

Everything Must Go

14A - 443 The Queensway South
Keswick ON | Tel: 905-476-5791

Mon - Thurs 10 - 6 Sat 10 - 5
Fri 10 - 7
Sun 10 - 4

FIRE HALL CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

but that ballooned to $5.8 million
after
repeated
construction
delays forced the Town to
terminate its contract with BECC
Construction Group Ltd. and hire
Silver Birch Contracting Ltd.
“This build went a lot longer
than what any of us anticipated,”
said Fire Chief Jenkins. “So it
was great to have the support
from council to help us address
issues as they went forward.”
“Our previous building served
us well for 60 years. But the fire
industry has changed, trucks
have become bigger. And we
are now aware of the dangers of
off-gassing during combustion.
Cancer is a major occupational
illness with firefighters. So this
new hall gives us the ability to
clean our gear and to allow our
firefighters to shower, so they
don’t transport that home to their
families.”
Ward 5 Councillor Dave
Harding, who previously served
as a volunteer firefighter for 45
years, and helped oversee the
new hall’s construction, is also
pleased with the final build. “I
never thought I’d see a structure
like this in Pefferlaw, and it’s
amazing to see it here,” he said.
“I’m happy we preserved the
church and made it part of the
fire hall, which they will use for
staff and as a training room. I’m
tingling with excitement to see
the firefighters here finally get
a fire hall that’s safe for them,
comfortable, and we got the
room to grow for extra trucks
and extra equipment that we may
need to put in.”

MAYOR QUIRK CUTS RIBBON

Volunteer firefighter Rod
Baker, who’s been a volunteer
firefighter for 37 years, says
the new hall will help improve
training.
“We did a lot of training in
the old hall, but you’re limited
to what you can do in a small
building like that. This one has
the size that we can do whatever
training we need to do inside,
especially in the winter months.”
“You train to survive. You have
to; everything has to be automatic
when you go out on a call. So the
only way to get that automatic
feeling is to do the repetitive
training.”
His son Brandon also believes
the new hall will help attract new
recruits. “Everybody is proud of
this building. I can see people
looking at this and saying, I
would like to be part of that,”
said Brandon, who’s now a fulltime firefighter after volunteering
for four years.
Chief
Jenkins
agrees.
“Absolutely, it will help.
Recruiting is getting tougher
and tougher because the
demographics of a community
change,” he said. “In Keswick,
we have no problem because
there’s a lot of people. But it’s
a bit tougher in Pefferlaw. The
population is a bit older, and it’s
not a big place. So it becomes
more difficult to attract people.”
However, he is not concerned
that the pool of volunteer
firefighters in Pefferlaw will
dry up any time soon, and there
are no plans to hire full-time
firefighters for the new hall.
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Letter to the Editor
With the announcement that
Ontario’s capacity limits are back
to pre-COVID settings and the
announcement that The Town
of Georgina has cancelled their
state of emergency, why isn’t the
Civic Centre open to everyone
else beyond that of staff? Why
isn’t council conducting open
face-to-face council meetings? I
don’t understand why and I guess
that could be, because no one in
charge has publicly articulated
the reasons behind it, as far as I
know.
You can go to a restaurant
and sit with other people at a
table without a mask. Why can’t
council sit in a semi-circle at a
council meeting and conduct the
Town’s business?
I can go into a store and meet
with a cashier to pay for groceries.
Why can’t I go into the Civic
Centre and pay for my taxes, pick



up a garbage tag or recycling bin?
Yes, I know I can conduct those
transactions in other ways, but
that isn’t my point. There really
is no reason I can think of that
rationalizes the continued closure
of the Civic Centre.
There is no doubt that COVID
is a very serious and dangerous
virus and at its height of
transmission, the limitations and
lockdowns that were put in place
made sense. But I think the time
for using COVID as an excuse
for why we are not conducting
“business as usual” at the Civic
Centre, is over. Especially since
council and staff must be doublevaccinated to be there and that
directive can also be applied to
those wanting entrance.
I believe we can open the Civic
Centre safely. So why hasn’t it
been done?
Karen Wolfe,
Pefferlaw

Speak to our knowledgeable
and certified staff about our
extensive selection of food,
treats and supplies

905-722-7600
20887 Dalton Road Sutton
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VETERANS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

silence for those who could not be
 Second World War.
Trumble said her father, David here anymore. Native people have

Trumble Jr., who drowned in never forgotten their soldiers. It’s
Lake Simcoe when she was just the non-Indigenous people
12 years old, was proud of his who have.”
military service.
Brooks, from the Aamjiwnaang
“When Oh Canada came on First Nation, also known as the
during the hockey games, my dad Chippewas of Sarnia, has been
stood at attention with his rifle,” working with Sid Giddings,
president of the Georgina
she said.
She also said her grandfather, Military Museum, to expand the
David Trumble Sr., who lived museum’s Indigenous veterans
to be 118, served in not one but display.
Since 2018, Brooks, a
three overseas wars: WW1,
teacher
focused on Indigenous
WW2 and Korea.
education,
has helped Giddings
But the pride Trumble feels
gather
photographs
and personal
for her father and grandfather is
mementos
from
families
on
tempered by the knowledge of
the
Island
that
tell
the
stories
of
how Canada treated its Indigenous
their
relatives
and
their
military
veterans after the wars, denying
many of them the same benefits service.
“I took a class on Indigenous
that non-Indigenous veterans
veterans before. And I realized
received.
“They got left behind,” she that we have a history that’s just
said. “I was sad for my dad and never talked about. And I thought
my grandpa. And all the other that’s not right. So I began
veterans that we have on the communicating with some people
from Georgina Island, and they
Island.”
According to Veteran Affairs, brought in photographs and other
an estimated 12,000 First Nation, material.”
Pt. Thomas Big Canoe, a
Inuit and Metis military personnel
casualty
in WW2, features
served in both world wars and
prominently
in the museum’s
Korea.
display,
which
includes a school
However, despite a long

presentation
made
by his greatand proud tradition of military

grandnephew.
service, most Canadians are not

Big Canoe, son of Thomas
aware of their contributions or the 

Big Canoe of
discrimination that many faced Sr. and Hannah

Georgina
Island,
left England
when they returned home.

with
the
Royal
Hamilton
Light

It’s an untold story that
Infantry
to
help
liberate
Holland

Keswick resident Amber Brooks

wants more people to know.

“Forgotten soldiers is a 

term used by non-Indigenous

scholars when they talk about

the contributions of Indigenous 

peoples during the wars.
However, that is not the case 
for Indigenous people. We’ve 

always remembered our veterans.

We’ve always honoured those

who fought and died for their 
homeland,” she said.

“Indigenous veterans are 

the ones that walk out first at

powwows and big ceremonies.

There’s always a moment of
DAVID TRUMBLE JR.
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PT. THOMAS BIG CANOE

from Nazi occupation.
Big Canoe, who lied about his
age when he voluntarily joined
the army at age 17, was killed
weeks before the war ended.
On March 8, 1945, his company
became separated during the
Battle for the Rhineland.
Big Canoe’s unit pitched camp
and dug foxholes to establish a
bridgehead for the following day.
But the Germans were prepared
for the assault, and his company
got caught up in a firefight that
only 26 of 200 men survived.
Big Canoe, who was 19
when he was killed, is buried at
the Groesbeek Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland.
“He’s one of the few soldiers
that never made it home,” Brooks
said.
“For Indigenous cultures, that’s
huge. We honour our ancestors,
call them during smudging
ceremonies, and leave feasts,
like spirit plates, for them. And
he can’t be here for that. He’s
across the seas. We don’t know if
his spirit can make it back. So we
must honour his memory.”
While Brooks said most bands
supported Canada’s war efforts,
with some reserves contributing a
higher percentage of able-bodied
men than neighbouring nonIndigenous communities, many
Indigenous veterans were treated
with indifference and neglect by
the Canadian government after

their service ended.
“A lot of the First Nation’s
soldiers said when they were
overseas, they were one of the
boys; there was no distinction
between them and the men they
fought with. And the men they
fought with had the utmost respect
for them, for their comradeship
and professionalism. And they
say when they came home, it was
back to the old ways,” she said.
Brooks said that Indigenous
soldiers, many of whom didn’t
speak English, faced blatant
discrimination during the First
World War.
“It was illegal for Indigenous
people to join up for the first
couple of years. The Canadian
government
believed
they
weren’t capable of handling
trench warfare. So if they joined
up, they could risk losing their
status,” she said.
However, after the conscription
crisis of 1917, the government’s
attitude changed – it needed more
able-bodied men – and it began to
actively recruit on reserves, often
through the government’s Indian
Agent.
Brooks
said
Indigenous
soldiers became known for their
bravery, often employed as scouts
and messengers outside the
trenches.
“Cpl. Francis Pegahmagabow,
from the Parry Island Band, was
the most decorated Indigenous
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SID GIDDINGS & AMBER BROOKS

VETERANS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

soldier during WW1. He was
a sniper and was awarded the
Military Medal for bravery in
Belgium and France,” she noted.
But like many Indigenous
veterans,
Pegahmagabow
was denied his back pay after
returning to Canada.
And while some Indigenous
veterans qualified for pensions,
they often had them withheld by
the Indian Agent, who decided
how they would be best spent.
Things did not improve for
Indigenous veterans after WW2.
While most non-Indigenous
veterans received subsidized
post-secondary
education,
business loans and financial
assistance to buy homes and
farms, Indigenous veterans were
denied these benefits.
It was not until 2002, after
pressure
from
Indigenous
veterans groups, that Ottawa
offered compensation, up to
$20,000 for each First Nations
veteran – only 1,000 were still
alive – for the benefits and
assistance denied to them after
they returned home.
“Before the Truth and
Reconciliation
Commission
came out, our history wasn’t
really taught in schools. It was
kind of out of sight, out of mind,”
Brooks said.
“You know residential schools
were still operating when I was

alive. That’s still so very recent,
so I can see why the Canadian
government would want to hide
their shame with all the stuff
they’ve done with Indigenous
veterans.”
While Brooks said many
reserves, like Georgina Island,
have a cenotaph devoted to
Indigenous veterans, she would
like to see their contributions
acknowledged in the wider
community.
The Sutton Cenotaph has
a plaque commemorating the
significant
role
Indigenous
peoples played in defence of
British North America during
the War of 1812. Still, there is no
mention of their contributions in
WW1, WW2 and Korea.
“We should showcase that life
might not have been great for
Indigenous veterans, but they
fought 100 percent to support
Canada and the Crown. So
Canada should honour that fact
that our people died and did not
return,” she said.
The
Georgina
Military
Museum, located at 26061
Woodbine Ave, reopened on July
17 after 16 months of closure. It’s
open on Saturday and Sunday,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. All
other times are by appointment
only; please email frontdesk@
georginamilitarymuseum.ca, or
call (905) 989-9900.
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Christmas Kettle Campaign sets
$35,000 goal to support Georgina
By MICHELLE POIRIER

The
Salvation
Army’s
Christmas Kettle Campaign has
returned with hopes of bouncing
back after last year’s campaign.
The campaign kick-off will
take place at Sobeys in Sutton on
November 20 at 11:00 a.m.
“COVID-19 had a large impact
on our campaign last year for
obvious reasons. Lockdowns
and shutdowns meant that we
could not be out there in the
community,” Lauri Cunningham,
Kettle Coordinator for the
Georgina Community Church,
said.
“This year, we hope to turn that
around so that so many people
can benefit from the Salvation
Army’s assistance.”
Last year, the in-person
campaign was shut down just
weeks after it started because the
province entered the Red Zone of
the province’s pandemic safety
plan. The campaign moved to
unmanned tap machines where
residents donated by tapping their
debit or credit cards in increments
of $5.00.
“Because of the quick shut
down of our campaign due to
the pandemic, we had a minimal
return, but what we did receive
was of great use for us to provide
for those who needed it most,”
she said.
“We did raise $8,000, thanks to
the generous community.”
This year as things are slowly
returning to normal, they have a
goal of raising $35,000.
Along with Sobeys, kettles will
be located at the LCBO and No
Frills in Sutton; and Zhers, the
LCBO and Walmart in Keswick.
On November 26, a kettle will
also be at the Georgina Ice Palace
from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
for the Georgina Junior Hockey
game.

UNMANNED TAP MACHINE

“All funds raised remain in
Georgina; they will be used to
provide support to individuals
and families that require the bare
necessities to live - food, shelter,
clothing and facemasks,” she
said.
Cunningham
said
they
are always looking to have
volunteers support them by
standing by the kettles. They do
require all volunteers to be fully
vaccinated as they will be in
public businesses.
If you would like to
volunteer, you can contact Lauri
Cunningham at (416) 722-4563
or email at laurel.cunningham@
salvationarmy.ca, or Lt. David
Hipperson, Officer and Pastor, at
(905) 722-3059, or via email at
david.hipperson@salvationarmy.
ca.
“Giving is from the heart, and
we hope that those that have the
means have the heart to give,” she
said.
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ANGEL FREEDMAN

Fill a Purse for a Sister
Campaign in Final Stretch
By TINA NOVOTNY

While the world is happily
putting the COVID-19 crisis in
the rear-view mirror, domestic
violence activists are calling
attention to the pandemic’s
lingering impacts on women.
Although the federal and
provincial governments are
providing emergency funding
to women’s shelters and other
services, more support is still
urgently needed.
That’s why the seventh annual
Fill a Purse for a Sister Campaign
is more important than ever.
Angel Freedman, a Stouffvillebased social worker, started the
campaign in 2015 out of her
living room.
Fill a Purse for a Sister now has
40 community leads coordinating
efforts across Canada, with a goal
of 10,000 donated purses for this
year’s campaign.
“I’m an advocate for women,
but I do this for many reasons,”
says Freedman.
“I’m also a child of domestic
violence, so I know how it feels.
The purses help keep a woman’s

dignity intact when she leaves
and has nothing.”
Ontario women’s shelters and
police services reported that
crisis calls increased significantly
during pandemic lockdowns.
Quarantines and social isolation
put abusers and victims behind
closed doors, and stressors like
job losses and financial insecurity
fuelled intimate partner violence.
Mona Steitieh, owner of
Auntie M’s Closet, is the
Georgina Community Lead for
the campaign and is collecting
donations at the store (482 The
Queensway South).
The local goal this year is 275
filled purses. “It’s important to
remind those experiencing crisis
that people want to help them.
We really believe in Susan B.
Anthony’s quote that ‘every
woman should have her own
purse.’”
Donations of gently used or new
purses should include personal
care items like toothbrushes and
paste, hairbrushes, shampoo and
conditioner, deodorant, razors,
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and feminine hygiene products.
You can add winter pick-me-ups
like body spray, lip balm, books,
or scarves and gloves. Many
donors add a personal note of
encouragement and support.
Donations are accepted until
December 1. Other donation
locations are Colour Central
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Hair Salon (422 The Queensway
South), Twig Gardens & Co
(10 The Queensway South
in Keswick) and Sweet Pea
Accessories (130 High Street in
Sutton). Naturally Enchanted is
also accepting donations through
social media (@_naturally_
enchanted) to arrange drop off.

AUNTIE M’S CLOSET, KESWICK

THINK.
SHOP.
LOVE.
SUPPORT.

SHOPLOCALGEORGINA.CA
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QUESTBUS

Residents getting out and
connecting thanks to QuestBus
By MICHELLE POIRIER

The QuestBus is gaining
popularity, with many successful
trips completed and others in the
works, after the program faced
roadblocks during the pandemic.
The program is a partnership
between the Town of Georgina,
Georgina Trades Training Inc.
(GTTI) and Routes Connecting
Communities, and is funded by
the Ministry of Transportation.
“It’s been a bit of a success
story in terms of allowing
people to connect, even though
we’re still in a pandemic,”
Niv Balachandran, Executive
Director of Routes Connecting
Communities, said.
She said the program started
two years ago, but when the
pandemic hit, it delayed their
plans.
“The intention of the project
was to utilize the bus to provide
free trips to residents who are
low income or socially isolated.
But also to utilize the bus to
provide chartered services for
organizations and businesses,
and to connect people locally,”
Balachandran said.
“This year, we’re still in the
pandemic, but we were able to
get into recovery mode. We’ve
been able to provide a lot of trips
for people.”

The bus will pick residents up
from their homes, drive them to
the planned location, and then
drive them home.
“It’s for residents who
experience barriers or challenges
for traditional transportation;
those could be various reasons.
We do have a lot of seniors who
use the bus, but also people who
experience other barriers who
might need a trip like this,” she
said.
Their most recent trips were to
Ripley’s Aquarium and Vaughn
Mills Mall, and since they go in
a group, they are usually able to
get discounted rates or discount
booklets. They also run a weekly
trip to Keswick Walmart.
The bus is accessible and
allows those in power chairs and
those with walkers to board. They
are also following COVID-19
safety procedures and only
allowing 10 on the bus, one
person per row, with protective
barriers, mask requirements and
screening prior to the trip.
She said one of the most
popular trips was a trip to the
Georgina Military Museum.
Many of the visitors said the trip
was an exceptional experience to
learn about local history.
They also ran a shop local
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trip to support local businesses
that have been struggling
during the pandemic. It is a trip,
Balachandran said, they would
like to run more often, if there is
interest.
One way they utilized the bus
during the pandemic, was as
a way to do large food pantry
deliveries. Instead of Routes
volunteers taking their individual
cars, they would load the bus up
and deliver 20 deliveries at once.

Balachandran said they are
currently working on a project
in partnership with Jericho
and Clearwater Farms to use
the QuestBus to bring students
from local public schools to the
farm to learn about farming and
sustainable food.
For more information you
can email info@routescc.org or
to book a spot on the bus for
an upcoming event you can call
(905) 722-4616.

QUESTBUS IS ACCESSIBLE
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COMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Remembrance Day, Thursday,
Nov. 11, 10:45 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.
Remembrance Day services at the
Keswick and Sutton Cenotaphs will
take place on Thursday, Nov. 11
from 10:45 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. There
will not be any parades this year.
Community members are asked to
socially distance and mask, or pay
their respects after the ceremonies.

inside and out. COVID protocol
in effect. Mask and proof of
vaccination to enter hall (31416
Lakeridge Rd.) Info Barb (705)437-1821 or Facebook Port Bolster
Hall. Take out lunch includes cup of
soup, sandwich and muffin $7 or 2
for $12

his home in the southern Canadian
Shield of Haliburton County.
To take part in this informative
webinar simply become a member
of North Durham Nature at www.
northdurhamnature.com . The cost
is only $10. (As a member, you will
automatically be sent a link.)

Salvation Army Kettle Campaign,
Saturday, Nov 20, 11 a.m.
The Salvation Army Christmas
Kettle Campaign’s Kickoff will be
held November 20th at 11 a.m. at
Sobey’s in Sutton. (20954 Dalton
Road). Funds raised during the
Kettle Campaign stay in Georgina
helping those in need throughout
the year. The 2021 goal is $35,000,
all of which remains to assist people
in Georgina.

Link Winter Market, Sunday,
Nov. 28 & Sunday, Dec. 19, 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m.
The Link Winter Market is back for
two dates this fall in Sutton. It’s a
community shopping experience
that features unique handmade
treasures and treats, live music,
local farmers, one-of-a-kind gifts,
artist creations, foodie delights and
more. Access will require proof of
vaccination. For more information,
email thelink@georgina.ca or call
(905)-722-8507

Walk-in COVID-19 Vaccination
Clinic, Sutton Legion, Nov. 16,
12:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
York Region Public Health is
operating a walk-in first and second
dose vaccination clinic at the
Sutton Legion (21 East St.). Open
to individuals 12 years of age and
older. This clinic will be offering
the Pfizer and Moderna COVID-19
vaccines. More information: York.
ca/COVID19vaccineinfo
Webinar: Exploring the Wilds
of Southern Haliburton County
Port Bolster Hall Christmas with Ed Poropat, November 23,
Craft Sale, Saturday, Nov. 20, 10 7 p.m.
a.m. to 2 p.m.
Join intrepid naturalist and educator
Community Christmas craft sale Ed Poropat as he takes us on a tour
with loads of different vendors, of his favorite places to explore near

Sutton Santa Claus Parade, Dec
4, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
The Santa Claus Parade will be
held in Sutton this year. On Dec.
4, 2021, Santa arrives in Sutton

for the annual Santa Claus Parade
of Lights. Beginning at 5 p.m. in
Jackson’s Point, the parade travels
down Dalton Road to High Street,
then along High Street ending at the
Sutton fairgrounds.
Festival of Lights, Dec 6 to Jan 1,
5 p.m. to 11 p.m.
The Town of Georgina’s annual
Festival of Lights allows you to
travel along the ROC parkway
and Civic Centre grounds in your
car while experiencing a magical
holiday tribute with festive animated
lighting set to music that can be
enjoyed through your car radio.
Pefferlaw Lion’s Club Christmas
Drive-by, Sunday, Dec. 12, 10
a.m. to 12 p.m.
The Pefferlaw Lion’s Club is
hosting a Christmas Drive-by on
Dec. 12. Pre-registration is required
by Nov. 28. Please provide name,
full address with postal code LOE
1N0, gender, ages (no older than
12) to Don Philp (donphilp@gmail.
com)

