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Small biz cries foul over latest lockdown

During a special council session held on 
December 15, which included a presentation 
from Avia NG Airport Consultants on 
behalf of Sutton Airport Development Inc., 
Georgina Town Council unanimously passed 
a motion opposing the developer’s proposal 
to build a new civil aviation aerodrome in 
Pefferlaw.

The proposed $8 million aerodrome, 
located on 350 acres (141.6 hectares) at 7818 
and 7486 Old Homestead Rd., near Stoney 
Batter Rd. and Old Homestead Rd., would 
include two paved all-weather runways, a 
flying clubhouse and an aircraft hanger.

Billed as a possible replacement for 
Markham’s Buttonville Airport, which is 
slated for closure, the aerodrome, according 
to Bernhard Schropp, president of Avia NG, 
would create 50 to 100 jobs and contribute $5 
to $10 million to the local economy.

However, residents opposed to the 
aerodrome argue it could negatively 
impact neighbouring farms, wildlife, and 
environmentally sensitive wetlands and 
woodlands.

They also fear that the fill used to build the 
runways could contaminate the water table 
and nearby wells.

“This is a highly environmentally sensitive 
area, surrounded by vulnerable wells and 
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Council shoots down aerodrome proposal for Pefferlaw
By MIKE ANDERSON

This latest lockdown has many local small 
business owners crying foul, with some 
saying they are being unfairly targeted.

“It’s nothing short of devastating,” said Alli 
Cain, co-owner of Anchor Health & Fitness 

By MICHELLE POIRIER

On January 5, the Doug Ford government 
announced the province would be moving 
back to a modified version of Step Two of its 
re-opening plan, with restaurants and gyms 
forced to close their doors.
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wetlands that would be at risk if 
contaminated fill were brought 
in,” said Karen Wolfe, on behalf 
of the Pefferlaw Association of 
Ratepayers (PAR), during her 
remarks to council.

“We respectfully request 
that the proponents reconsider 
this site selection for a new 
aerodrome and withdraw the 
application. Alternatively, 
we appeal to the Minister of 
Transportation to consider all of 
the negative impacts and deny 
this application.”

During the council session – 
which was at times contentious 
– Maurizio (Mauro) Marchioni, 
vice-president of Sutton 
Airport Development Inc., and 
his engineer Schropp fielded 
questions from the Mayor and 
council.

However, Marchioni refused 
to answer any questions from 
the public, arguing his company 
was not required to do so under 
federal regulations.

Mayor Margaret Quirk was 
openly critical of the proposal.

“I am very concerned about 
the lack of transparency, the lack 
of consultation and obviously the 
environmental impacts; this is 
not an area that is conducive for 
an airport,” she said.

She also referenced a letter 
she had received from Chief 
Donna Big Canoe, which 
directly contradicted the 
developer’s claim that it had 
prior consultations with the 
Chippewas of Georgina Island 
First Nation.

“A lack of consultation with 
the First Nation is very unsettling. 
We have no knowledge of any 
environmental assessments or 
archeological assessment being 
undertaken,” Mayor Quirk 
quoted.

Marchioni did little to assuage 
fears that his company was more 
interested in running a for-profit 
fill operation than building an 
aerodrome.

He admitted that this was 

his company’s first aerodrome 
project.

He also said that his 
partner, Wilf Goldlust, was no 
longer involved in the waste 
management industry, even 
though he is currently listed as 
a director of Trillium Recovery 
Inc., a Toronto-based waste 
management company.

Councillor Dave Neeson 
asked Marchioni to provide a 
business plan or some proof 
that the project was sustainable; 
however, he declined.

“At this point, we don’t feel 
our business plan is, in fact, 
relevant to the concerns of the 
town. That is our concern as 
private investors,” Marchioni 
said.

When Regional Councillor 
Rob Grossi asked how much 
the developer would pay for 
fill, Marchioni replied it would 
charge $100 to $135 per truck.

According to Marchioni and 
Schropp, the project would 
require 1.2 million cubic metres 
of fill or 120,000 truckloads.

That means the developer 
would stand to make more than 
$16 million from tipping fees.

Grossi pressed both men to 
provide assurances that if the 
aerodrome was not completed, 
the company would remove the 
fill, but none was forthcoming.

“That’s a legal, contractual 
question; from an engineering 
perspective, I can’t respond to 
that,” Schropp said.

“It’s our position that this 
would never happen because 
we are satisfied in our ability to 
bring this project to completion,” 
Marchioni added.

“We’re not seeking any outside 
investment. We can handle what 
needs to be done in respect to this 
development.”

The veracity of the proposal 
was further brought into 
question when Councillor 
Mike Waddington, who owns 
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Opinion: Why the phosphorous 
recycling facility in the Holland 
Marsh must be built

Over the fall season, you 
may have read about our efforts 
as municipalities across our 
regions to deliver a proposed 
“phosphorus recycling facility”.

We want to outline why this 
project is required, the history 
and where we go from here. 

In 2009, the provincial 
government introduced its Lake 
Simcoe Protection Plan, a call to 
action to ensure the health and 
longevity of our watershed. 

A central goal of that strategy 
is to reduce phosphorus pollution 
in the Lake down to just 44 
tonnes a year. 

Instead, phosphorus pollution 
has continued to increase. 

Phosphorus is a naturally 
occurring nutrient, but at excess 
amounts, it fertilizers aquatic 
plant life, like algae, which 
drowns off sunlight and oxygen 
in the lake and rivers, threatening 
fish habitats and diluting water 
quality. 

For a number of years, there’s 
been an idea to try to filter out 
this excess phosphorus from the 
watershed. 

Farmers have actually done an 
excellent job reducing any runoff 
from agricultural activities. But, 
given the typography of our 
region, a lot of phosphorus flows 
into the Holland Marsh basin. 

There, we already have pumping 
systems in place to manage the 
canals through the drainage 
scheme. 

At the same time, York Region 
had a stalled proposal to build 
a sewage treatment plant that 
would discharge treated effluent 
into the Lake.

For a variety of reasons, this 
project was not approved by 
the previous provincial Liberal 
government. 

When Premier Doug Ford and 
the Conservatives were elected, 
York Region thought they might 
be able to repackage their project 
and get it approved.

To make the project more 
attractive, they included a 
$40-million proposal to build the 
phosphorus recycling facility in 
the Marsh, as an environmental 
offset to their overall Upper York 
Sewage scheme. 

Despite this, the Ford 
government indefinitely paused 
the Upper York project this 
autumn as their government’s 
first legislative priority, given 
environmental concerns with the 
proposal.  

So, we both met in August 
in Jackson’s Point to try to find 
a way to push the beneficial 
recycling facility forward, 
notwithstanding the overall 
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Proposed General Aviation Aerodrome in the 
Town of Georgina, Ontario

CORRECTION
On November 24, 2021, an advertisement was placed in this paper 

which included an incorrect email address. The email address  
published was Comments@NewAerodromeOntario2021.ca.   

The correct email address should have been  
Comment@NewAerodromeOntario2021.ca.

Emails sent to the incorrect email would have received a notification of 
the email being undelivered. If you received such a notice and did not 

send your comments via the other available options including the web-
site or mail, please forward your original email along with the undeliv-

ered notification to Comment@NewAerodromeOntario2021.ca  
so that it can be considered.
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Centre in Keswick.
“My husband and I own the 

business, we have a young 
family, we have a staff of over 20 
people, and if we hadn’t started 
another business, we would have 
to sell our home to afford the rent 
for our business.”

Like many other small 
businesses, Cain was forced to 
pivot to survive, developing an 
online platform and virtual studio 
after the second lockdown.

“Just because I expected 
this to happen, and we were 
prepared for it, doesn’t make it 
any less devastating: mentally, 
emotionally, financially, 
physically, which are all the 
markers of health,” she said.

Cain said she wants to keep the 
vulnerable safe and make sure the 
hospitals are not overwhelmed, 
but that the onus is being put on 
small business owners.

Cain points out there were 
100,000 unique visits to her 
fitness centre over the last 18 
months without a single case of 
COVID-19 transmission.

She said they have abided by 
all public health measures and 
capacity limitations throughout 
the pandemic.

Robin Smith, owner and 
personal trainer at 24/7 NRG 
Fitness in Keswick, also feels 
businesses are being targeted and 
wonders what the endgame will 
be.

“I’m at such a loss for words 

that here we are again. It’s 
disheartening; it’s overwhelming. 
I think, as most business owners 
would probably say, we just feel 
so beaten up. I feel very beaten 
up,” she said.

Smith said if COVID is not 
going to go away, then we need to 
find a way to keep business open 
and balance everything while 
keeping hospitals from being 
overwhelmed, or there will be 
nothing left.

“Right now, I’m renting out 
equipment to our members so 
they can stay motivated from 
home, and then we shut off the 
lights and lock the doors for the 
fifth time. The fifth lockdown, 
for us, puts us at essentially a 100 
per cent loss in revenue. We hope 
that the subsidies get reinstated 
because the rent still has to be 
paid,” she said.

Local restaurants are also 
feeling the pain. Many don’t have 
covered or heated outdoor dining 
spaces, so they must rely solely 
on take-out orders.

Becky Massey, front house 
manager at The Lake Simcoe 
Arms in Jackson’s Point, said 
the restaurant would be offering 
take-out every day, but patrons 
are welcome on the patio.

“If it’s a nice day and people 
want to come to stand on the patio 
and have a beer, by all means, but 
it’s not heated or covered,” she 
said.

“We are very thankful for our 
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longtime, supportive customers. 
They come out and support us. 
And honestly, I don’t know what 
we’d do without them.”

Ashlin Kenuck, manager at 
The Boondocks Eatery in Sutton, 
says she does not believe there is 
enough proof to close gyms and 
restaurants.

“I think it’s completely unfair. 
I think that the government is 
targeting us, and it’s killing small 
businesses,” she said.

Although the restaurant didn’t 
offer take-out during previous 
lockdowns, it will be providing 
take-out this time around, from 
Wednesdays to Sundays.

“At this point, we’ll try take 
out, and hopefully, it’s only the 
three weeks,” she said.

“It’s especially hard up in this 
area too, because there’s no Skip 
the Dishes or Uber Eats, we don’t 
really have access to any kind of 
delivery service, so that makes it 
even tougher.”

On January 7, the Ontario 
Government announced relief for 
small businesses to recoup some 
of their losses.

The Ontario COVID-19 Small 
Business Relief Grant offers 
a $10,000 grant for small 
businesses subject to closures. 
Applications will open in the 
coming weeks, according to the 
provincial website.

Restaurants, bars, fitness 
centers and gyms are included in 
the list of eligible businesses.

The province is also offering 
property tax and energy bill 
rebates.

Applications for the Ontario 
Business Cost Rebate 
Program will open on January 
18th. 

Eligible businesses required to 
close for indoor activities, such as 
restaurants and gyms, will receive 
a rebate payment equivalent to 
100 per cent of their costs.
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CPG Aerospace, an aerospace 
manufacturer, questioned Schropp 
over the length and position of 
the proposed runways.

Waddington pointed out that 
the proposed runways are too 
short to replace Buttonville’s. 
More importantly, they face the 
wrong direction, away from 
the prevailing northwest winds 
making taking off and landing 
more difficult.

The council’s motion, which 
expressed opposition to the 
aerodrome based on a series 
of concerns, including land 
use, environmental, traffic and 
noise, was forwarded to the 
proponents as part of the public 
comment process, required by 
Transport Canada, which ended 
on December 22.

The motion will be included 
in a summary report that the 
proponent must forward to 
Transport Canada for review this 
March, with a decision expected 
after 30 days.

However, Town CAO Ryan 
Cronsberry pointed out the 
council motion has no legal 
or regulatory force, as the 
decision to approve or reject the 
aerodrome rests solely with the 
Minister.

If the Minister declines to 
comment, the aerodrome is 
automatically approved, and, 
according to Schropp, construction 

could begin in mid-2022 with a 
completion date of 2025.

Meanwhile, York-Simcoe 
MP Scot Davidson says he 
will continue to actively lobby 
Federal Transport Minister Omar 
Alghabra to reject the aerodrome 
proposal.

“There’s been a public outcry 
over the lack of consultation. 
People just don’t want an airport,” 
he said. “The municipality has 
also spoken against it, as well 
as the member of parliament. 
And the Minister should take 
appropriate action when he sees 
that. That’s how our system 
works in a democracy.”

Davidson is also calling on the 
Minister to review the regulations 
around new aerodromes, 
specifically to make pre-
consultation with municipalities 
and First Nations mandatory.

“The whole process has to be 
looked at,” he said. “You have a 
flawed process now. If someone 
feels there’s a need for an airport, 
it should be discussed with the 
municipality at the official plan 
level.”

“The world has changed. 
Consultations have changed with 
First Nations. It’s changed with 
municipalities. The legislation is 
out of date. We live in an open, 
transparent society. I would hope 
we are always in search of the 
truth.”

AERODROME CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2







 AERODROME SIGN ON OLD HOMESTEAD RD.
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Province pulls plug on GTTI 
Skilled Trades Institute

The future of the GTTI Skilled 
Trades Institute, billed as a made 
in Georgina success story, is in 
doubt after the province pulled its 
funding. 

The Institute, which launched 
last year, was gearing up to 
receive its third cohort of 120 
students.  But the Ontario Ministry 
of Labour, Training and Skills and 
Development halted $4 million in 
funding, slated for the non-profit 
organization’s 2022 budget. 

In December, it was forced 
to layoff six employees and 
suspended its January intake of 
students. 

“The [GTTI Skilled Trades 
Institute] has not met any of their 
agreed-upon targets with the 
Ministry relating to the number of 
students completing the program, 
as well as those securing job 

placements,” said Harry Godfrey, 
a senior Ministry spokesperson, in 
a statement emailed to The Post. 

“The organization was aware 
their funding was for a fixed 
term, and the renewal of funding 
would be contingent on agreed-
upon targets above. As a result 
of GTTI’s failure to meet their 
agreed-upon targets, funding will 
not be renewed.”

The Post asked  Phil Adams, the 
Institute’s director, for comment. 
However, a response was not 
received before publishing. The 
Institute, suggested as a possible 
model for other jurisdictions, 
offered free 26-week residential 
construction pre-apprentice 
programs in eight trades: 
carpentry, electrical, plumbing, 
HVAC, roofing, flooring, 
cabinetry, and drywall.

By MIKE ANDERSON
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Sutton Christmas Bird Count 
records 57 species
By PAUL AND DEBRA HARPLEY

The 35th Annual Sutton Christ-
mas Bird Count was held on Tues-
day, December 28, with a total of 
52 observers tallying 10,295 indi-
vidual birds of 57 species. 

The count area included Geor-
gina, East Gwillimbury, north-
west Uxbridge districts, and part 
of south-east Simcoe County. 

In 2020, the Sutton count was 
condensed to local birders and 
feeder-watchers, as the  prov-
ince’s COVID-19 lockdown re-
stricted inter-regional travel. Still, 
50 species were documented on 
count day

This year’s count day started 
off fully overcast after 6:30 a.m. 
for those “owling” with a tem-
perature of -1 degree Celsius. 

As the day progressed the tem-
perature rose only slightly to 1 
degree by late afternoon. Winds 
began from the west at 16 km./
hour, changing to 24 from north-
west at 10 a.m. then dropping to 6 
by 4 p.m. from the east. 

The cyclonic change in the 
wind direction throughout the 
day was unusual in our expe-
rience over 34 years from pre-
vious count days. The sun only 
appeared briefly around 1 p.m. 
Lake Simcoe, and all rivers and 
streams were fully open of ice, in-
cluding Cook’s Bay, a rather rare 
condition from past counts.

A total of 56 species on the 

day (higher than most years), and 
three bird count week species 
were recorded. 

With only some snow lingering 
on the ground before the count, 
and seasonally warm tempera-
ture, it was noted by participants 
that some feeders were slow as 
birds were dispersed feeding on 
natural forest/field food. 

Highlights and notables for 
the count day were American 
Black Duck (2), Redhead (2), 
Red-breasted Merganser (1), 
Hooded Merganser (8), Sharp-
shinned Hawk (1), Cooper’s 
Hawk (2), Northern Harrier (3), 
Merlin (1), Great Black-backed 
Gull (7), Golden-crowned Kinglet 
(1), Brown Creeper (2), Horned 
Lark (4), American Robin (33), 
Northern Mockingbird (1).

Despite the windy morning, 
and generally a “slow bird morn-
ing” for many species, the early 
owling experience was great for 
those out before first light con-
firming Barred Owl (3), and Great 
Horned Owl (4). Throughout the 
day Snowy Owl (6) were seen and 
documented.

Higher numbers were recorded 
for Bufflehead (78) and Com-
mon Goldeneye (1266) on Lake 
Simcoe that on most past counts, 
with no lake ice formation. Bald 
Eagle (17) was the highest num-
ber recorded in the 35 years of the 

BALD EAGLE: TOM SANDLER
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count. 
Three land birds of interest 

with high numbers were Black-
capped Chickadee (391), Europe-
an Starling (3,343) and American 
Tree Sparrow (104). 

Our native chickadee is a 
winter friend to everyone and 
amazingly despite its small size 
can withstand our coldest winter 
weather and thrive, and this year 
was a high number of them in the 
forests. 

European starlings an intro-
duced species to North America, 
are derived from 2 introductions 
in New York City, 60 birds, 1890, 
and 40 birds, 1891. They have 
spread to the Pacific coast and up 
into central Canada, are an intro-
duced/naturalized species often 
considered invasive that contin-
ues to thrive everywhere includ-
ing our area. 

Tree sparrows this year were 
easy to find, often at feeders sig-
nifying the continuing warm tem-

peratures, whereas on count days 
of cold weather many of them 
linger longer and feed here pre-
paring for flying south before the 
deep winter sets in.  

Two bird species expected on 
count day but not seen, though 
documented for count week were 
Ruffed Grouse (2) and Pileated 
Woodpecker (1). 

A significant surprise was the 
third count week species, Eve-
ning Grosbeak (30) in one flock 
two days before the count, at the 
feeder of Loes and Hans Pape 
near Elmgrove. 

This event is representative of 
an echo flight (from 2019/2020 
large irruption) of these gros-
beaks out of the boreal forest to 
the south, looking for good qual-
ity native spruce and hemlock 
seed but also raiding feeders par-
ticularly with black oil sunflower 
seed. Thanks to all field birders 
and feeder watchers who partici-
pated in the count.
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After almost two years of 
providing breakfast to students 
and families in need, the Georgina 
Pop-Up Breakfast Club is being 
transferred to the Georgina 
Community Food Pantry to 
continue its work.

The Breakfast Club was co-
founded by Emilee Elliott, 
Yasmine Stetieh and Erin 
Brimble in March 2020, and was 
recognized with the “Non-Profit 
Leader of Character” award 
by the Character Community 
Foundation of York in 2021.

“Starting in February, the Food 
Pantry will be distributing similar 
bags, it will be monthly rather 
than bi-weekly, but the contents 
will be more,” said Elliott, the 
Pantry’s board co-chair.

“The bag you received this 
week or next will be the last bag 
that we deliver to you. Starting in 
February, you can pick up your 
breakfast bag from the Pantry 
(at The Link on Dalton Road, in 
Sutton).

If you are already a Pantry 
client, you will automatically be 
offered a bag at your regularly 
scheduled appointment. If you 
are not a client, reach out to the 
Pantry to schedule a day for pick-
up. It’s that easy,” the Breakfast 
Club’s Facebook posting reads.

One major challenge, according 
to Elliot, is the Pantry is not set up 
to deliver the bags.

“We hope that, if people really 
need it, that they’ll figure out a 
way to come get it. Or we can 
help with Routes (Connecting 
Communities) or other ways to 
get them to the Pantry to pick up 
the bags,” she said.

Elliot said the transfer was 
necessary because the Breakfast 
Club was no longer sustainable.

It was not a registered charity, 
making it difficult to secure 
funding, and going to the store, 
buying the food, packing 125 
bags a week, and delivering was 
a lot for a few volunteers.

“As we close next week, we 
will have delivered just over 
12,000 bags,” she said.

“Thank you to all of the 
community members and 
organizations who believed in us. 
It’s been almost two years, 12,000 
bags; we had a lot of funding 
directly from local businesses and 
individuals. We would not have 
been able to do this and provide 
the service without them,” she 
said.

Elliot is optimistic about the 
future for the Breakfast Club; she 
said the Pantry would continue the 
service and evolve the program.

It will now be permanently 
housed at the Pantry and be 
renamed the Georgina Breakfast 
Club. The new team will run 
the group’s social media pages 
starting in February.

Food Pantry takes over Pop-Up 
Breakfast Club
By MICHELLE POIRIER

GEORGINA POP-UP BREAKFAST CLUB



  01.10.2022  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM    11 n

Health Canada is calling on 
people to test their houses for 
radon, a potentially lethal gas.

Radon is a radioactive gas 
produced by the breakdown of 
uranium in the ground.

When radon is released into 
the environment it is quickly 
diluted but it does seep into 
houses through cracks and gaps 
in foundations and walls. It can 
also enter through windows and 
doors.

Radon is invisible, you can’t 
taste or smell it. It won’t cause 
headaches or make you nauseous.

Radon is the number one cause 
of lung cancer in non-smokers, 
leading to the deaths of over 
3,200 Canadians each year, with 
850 of those in Ontario.

And radon is present in all 
buildings as well as in your 
home; the question is whether 
the levels detected are in the safe 
zone.

Public Health Ontario 
estimates that 4.6 % of Ontarians 
live in homes with radon levels 
above the current Canadian radon 
guideline of 200 Bq/m3.

The York Region Radon – 
Test Your Home Study involved 
around 500 homeowners who 
tested their homes for at least 91 
days from fall 2017 to summer 
2018.

The majority of York Region 
homes had low levels of radon 

that were well below the Health 
Canada guideline.

However, Health Canada 
recommends homes with radon 
levels between 200 and 600 Bq/
m3 be fixed within two years and 
homes with radon levels above 
600 Bq/m3 should be fixed 
within one year.

At the time of the study, York 
Region also conducted a radon 
awareness survey, which was 
completed by 936 York Region 
residents.

Although general awareness 
of radon was high, with 87% 
of people knowing radon is 
a radioactive gas that comes 
from the ground and can impact 
health, 38% of participants did 
not know radon could be present 
in their home.

The only way to know whether 
the air in your home is affected 
by radon is to test for it. Health 
Canada recommends testing your 
home for a minimum of three 
months during the fall and winter 
months, when windows and 
doors are mostly closed.

Radon test kits can be 
purchased for $45 to $70 
from a home improvement 
retailer or online at www.
takeactiononradon.ca/test.

You’ll also find information 
on how to find a certified radon 
measurement professional. 

Radioactive gas in your home?
By TINA NOVOTNY

RADON TEST KIT
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status of the Upper York scheme. 
We had extensive discussions 

with officials in Ottawa, at 
Queen’s Park and staff at York 
Region, as well as mayors, 
councillors, MPs and MPPs.

A wide variety of stakeholder 
groups, some who don’t agree on 
other matters, also came together 
to support the project: Lake 
Simcoe Watch, Rescue Lake 
Simcoe Coalition, the Holland 
Marsh Growers’ Association, 
Liberal and Conservative MPs, 
the provincial Green Party leader. 

We prepared a motion that 
clearly laid out what we are 
seeking: the phosphorus recycling 
facility delivered, with help from 
all levels of government working 
collaboratively. 

That motion (or a substantively 
similar version) has now been 
passed by the following watershed 
municipalities: Barrie, Brock, 
Bradford West Gwillimbury, 
Innisfil, Georgina, East 
Gwillimbury, King Township, 

Ramara.
As Georgina Mayor Margaret 

Quirk has said, this represents 
unprecedented unity amongst 
area municipalities. 

So what happens next? 
If we do not deliver this 

phosphorus recycling facility, 
the problem will only get worse 
as our region continues to grow, 
even if we are able to enact 
our smart growth goals to stop 
suburban sprawl in favour of the 
more affordable and sustainable 
kind of intensification we need, 
especially near transit hubs. 

As of today, we’ve had 
productive meetings with the 
province, through our MPP and 
Environment Minister Dave 
Piccini, and are optimistic they 
will help us deliver this facility to 
protect Lake Simcoe.

The federal government has 
confirmed they are committed 
to delivering the project and 
their pledge is to fund up to $16 
million, roughly 40% of the cost 

to build the $40 million facility. 
That leaves a $24-million or 

so gap, one we are optimistic all 
levels of government working 
collaboratively will be able to 
close.

If we can get agreement in 
principle on the funding, a 
proponent — whether York Region 
or another local entity — should 
then begin an environmental 
assessment and detailed design 
of the facility. Since 2009, we 
have all operated under a Lake 
Simcoe Protection Plan that calls 
for phosphorus to be reduced to 
44 tonnes only.

This facility will remove 
between 2.5 to 11 tonnes per year 
from the watershed. It is not the 
whole solution, but it is the single 
largest reduction in phosphorus 
ever proposed, and if there is 
political will, it can happen — 
and soon. 

As Claire Malcolmson of the 
Rescue Lake Simcoe Coalition 
said: “We have to do it.”

How’s that for a New Year’s 
Resolution?
Dave Neeson is Ward 3 Councillor 
in Georgina. Jonathan Scott is 
Ward 2 Councillor in Bradford 
West Gwillimbury. 
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