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Ice hut operator says he’s being targeted

The Town’s windrow snow clearing 
program has become a victim of its own 
success.

On February 2, Town Council voted 6-1 to 
close applications for the pilot program, just 
two weeks after it began accepting them.

The windrow clearing program removes 
heavy snow at the bottom of a resident’s 
driveway within 24 hours of snowplows 
clearing the road.

There were strict eligibility requirements 
for the program: only residents who were 
over 65 or people with disabilities were 
approved.

The Town estimated that the pilot program 
would receive between 50 to 100 applications, 
but it ended up getting 265.

Although there was no initial cutoff date, 
council approved the recommendation from 
staff to end the application process, citing 
greater than anticipated demand and higher 
costs.

The pilot program’s original budget, 
approved by council, was $15,000.

However, the Town was forced to hire 
contractors to service the increased number 
of applications, with costs now expected to 
exceed $30,000.

“I think we’ll be able to manage even 
though the numbers are significantly higher 
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Town closes applications for windrow snow clearing
By MIKE ANDERSON

of his skin.
He says he gets along with most of his 

neighbours in Port Bolster.
But there are some locals, including a few 

ice hut operators, who are trying to put him 

By MIKE ANDERSON

When Taj Singh purchased Casey’s Port 
Bolster Inn and Fish Huts eleven years ago 
after being laid off from his job at Magna 
International, he had no idea the biggest 
challenge he would face would be the colour 

TAJ SINGH ON LAKE SIMCOE
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WINDROW CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

than we first anticipated,” 
said Rob Flindall, director of 
operations and infrastructure.

“There is some benefit to 
keeping the program open 
because we might know what the 
numbers might look like for next 
year. But you have to be aware of 
the costs.”

While Flindall says it is 
difficult to pinpoint the exact 
number of applicants for the 
program next year, he anticipates 
that between 500 to 700 people 
will apply.

According to Michael Vos, 
the roads operations manager, 
the cost of next year’s program, 
based on 500 residents and 14 
weather events, is estimated to 
be between $84,000 to $112,000.

While Mayor Margaret Quirk 
was pleased with the response, 
she didn’t see a need to extend 
the pilot program this year, 
preferring to wait for a staff 
report outlining the costs and 
recommendations for next year’s 
program.

“I think it does give us a really 
good number to judge the pilot 
program,” she said.

“We had anticipated maybe 50 
to a 100. This is certainly higher 
than that number. But it will give 
us a really good indication of 
how the program can work, what 
the pitfalls are, what the concerns 
are, and get it refined for the 
report to come back to us.”

Regional Councillor Rob 
Grossi cast the sole dissenting 
vote; he argued the pilot program 
should continue to accept 
applications.

“I don’t believe we should stop 
today,” Grossi said.

“When you launch a program 
like this, and you exceed your 
expectations, you shouldn’t 
penalize the rest of the 
community by saying there’s a 
cutoff date when many people in 
this community don’t even know 
about the program.”

“I think we should extend it 
as long as we have to during the 
season. Let the chips fall where 
they may, use contingencies 
wherever they need to be used, 
and then evaluate the program at 
the end of the season.”

TOWN SNOWPLOW
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Opinion: Road salt threatens 
health of Lake Simcoe

Road salt contamination 
of freshwater waters begs the 
question, can we make better use 
of the roads we have? 

A deep dive into the salt 
pollution of freshwaters has led 
me to some radical thinking. Lake 
Simcoe is on a trajectory to reach 
toxic levels of salt in 37 years if 
current patterns continue. Models 
indicate that 64 per cent of plants 
and animals in Lake Simcoe 
may already be affected by salt 
contamination. Having saltier 
water allows for easier invasions 
from saltwater species into our 
freshwater lakes, and having 
more salt in low-oxygen water 
creates conditions for harmful 
algae blooms which make the 
water dangerous to swim in and 
drink. We ignore the impacts of 
salt at great risk to ourselves, not 
to mention to all the other living 
things in freshwater. 

Science is telling us that 
the lake will be toxic in one 
generation unless we change 
course. In 37 years my little 
boys might have their own kids. 
The thought that they could 
not safely swim in our lake is 
devastating. It’s an example of 
the intergenerational unfairness 
that centuries of unbridled growth 
and externalizing environmental 
impacts have yielded. 

The controversial Bradford 
Bypass highway is proposed 

to cross many rivers that flow 
through the Holland Marsh 
farming and wetland areas, on 
their way to Lake Simcoe. One 
of these is the East Holland 
River, whose annual chloride 
(salt) concentration is 224 mg/L, 
roughly double the Canadian 
Water Quality Guideline for 
long-term exposure for the 
protection of aquatic life from 
chloride, of 120 mg/L. Studies 
confirm that major highways 
contribute to chloride hotspots 
in rivers. Despite improved salt 
application practices and training 
from our Conservation Authority, 
the problem is worsening. 

Seems not a good time or 
place to put another salt-spewing 
highway.

And yet, the province is 
ramming the Bradford Bypass 
through without completing the 
Environmental Assessment (EA), 
having exempted themselves in 
October 2021. They are evicting 
people from their homes now, 
and want to start construction in 
March 2022, in their haste, before 
a budget, detailed engineering 
drawings, or environmental 
studies are complete. 

I think they have it wrong. 
People do not only love their 
cars. I believe people want a 
better commute AND they want 
to know that governments are 
taking care of our water and 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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ICE HUT  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

out of business.
“I’m the only brown guy on the 

lake,” Singh said.
“The feeling I get is I don’t 

belong here.”
Singh says he has been 

repeatedly harassed and subjected 
to racial slurs.

Although he hasn’t been 
physically assaulted, Singh says 
some ice hut operators have used 
their pick-up trucks to block his 
Argo at the shoreline, preventing 
him from reaching his huts.

“They are blocking my way. 
They bring the truck right in front 
of me. They tell me to get the hell 
out of here,” he said.

“Sometimes I have a customer 
with me, and their kids too, and 
they bad-mouth me, and I can’t 
say anything.”

Singh says his family has also 
been harassed.

Last year, his 14-year old 
son, while driving the Argo, 
was blocked by another Argo at 
the shoreline and taunted by the 
driver, an ice hut operator.

“They didn’t know it was my 
son. They thought it was someone 
else in the machine. That made 
me upset because he’s just a 14 
year-old kid. And they tried to 
stop him and say something bad 
to him, that doesn’t work,” he 
said.

Lately, Singh says the 
harassment has taken the form 
of repeated complaint calls to 
the Town, Ministry of Natural 
Resources, Conservation 
Authority and Ministry of 
Environment regarding his 
business.

Some of the complaints are 
regarding a large pond located at 
the back of his property, which he 
uses to raise bait.

Singh says he has a license to 
raise bait and the minnows are 
from the lake, but that hasn’t 
stopped the calls.

He says ice hut operators have 
also accused him of increasing 
the water flow from the pond 
during a thaw, flooding the access 
point at Corner Park, making it 
difficult to park vehicles on the 
ice and transport customers to ice 
huts.

But Singh says he would never 
do that, and besides, he uses the 
same access point to get to his 
huts.

Singh admits there has been a 
steep learning curve since he took 
over the business in 2011, and he 
has made some mistakes.

Recently, the Town stopped 
him for charging fishermen $10 
to park on his adjacent property. 
He says he was just trying to help 
people out, as there is limited 

SINGH’S POND
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parking available in the area.
However, he admits he was 

wrong and is applying to rezone 
the property, which will allow 
him to expand parking at the inn.

Singh says he’s trying to 
comply with regulations, but he 
worries there is a concerted effort 
to get his licenses suspended so 
he can no longer operate.

He says the bylaw officers 
and inspectors who come to his 
property won’t tell him who is 
behind the calls, and he may have 
to go to court to find out.

“I don’t have any issues with 
customers. But local people 
won’t leave me alone,” he said.

“Every day is something new 
for them. If there’s anything 
happening on the shoreline, I 
get blamed for that. They keep 
calling the Town. They keep 
calling MNR. I have to spend 50 
per cent of my time on this.”

All of this is happening when 
Singh is under tremendous strain 
to keep his business open and pay 
his bills.

The pandemic has forced 
him to close his restaurant, 
and bookings from Michigan 
fishermen, traditionally a major 
source of revenue, have stopped.

Most of his customers 
are now from the GTA, and 
only a few require overnight 
accommodation.

Singh also says he’s had 
trouble hiring people to help him 
with his business.

He says they are often 
approached by ice hut operators 
on the shoreline and told not to 
work for him.

“If anybody wants to work 
with me, they won’t let them stay 
with me, “he said.

“I cannot hire anyone local. 
They won’t stay. I don’t have any 
backup. So, I do the whole show 
by myself.”

He says he works seven days 
a week during the season, which 
lasts from mid-January to mid-
March. He often starts at 5 a.m. 
and works late into the night to 

repair his equipment.
Singh says he hasn’t contacted 

the police because he’s been told 
by the men harassing him that the 
police are their buddies.

“I don’t trust the police. I 
cannot trust anyone. Who do I 
trust?” He said.

“I don’t want any kind of 
stress. But enough is enough.”

Singh says he approached The 
Post to make the community 
aware of what’s happening.

He hopes that might put a stop 
to the harassment.

“This year is really worse. 
That’s why I have taken the step 
to talk to you and put something 
in the newspaper,” Singh said. 
“Just leave me alone. That’s all I 
want.”

“There are some good guys. 
I’m not blaming everybody. 
There are a lot of guys who come 
to me; they love me. They take 
care of me, and I take care of 
them. But a few bad apples are 
just ruining the whole thing. I 
don’t know what their issue is.”

“There’s more than enough 
business to go around. But this 
kind of thing turns people off, 
because they don’t feel safe. 
They don’t like to come to my 
property because they see I’ve 
been threatened.”

TAJ AND WIFE SURINDER
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MARGARET PROPHET & CLAIRE MALCOLMSON

environment so that we don’t 
need to worry about anyone 
taking a swim one generation 
from now.  

Simply put, the more roads 
you have, the more salt is used, 
the more water is polluted. What 
to do? One of the solutions that 
we need to consider is this: what 
if we just make better use of the 
roads we have? That is already 
happening in more enlightened 
parts of the world. Locally, 
better use of the so-empty-you 
can-land-a-plane-on-it Hwy 407 
has been advanced by a number 
of experts as an alternative to 
building new highways 413 
and the Bradford Bypass, if 
the movement of goods is the 
problem we are trying to solve. 
We can work towards this aim 
of just making better use of 
what we have, by building up 
where possible, and increasing 
the density of people in existing 
neighbourhoods. 

It’s high time we get real 
and accept that the perpetual 
growth party is over. Let’s make 
sustainability the priority it needs 
to be so that people and fish can 
continue to enjoy one of life’s 
glorious pleasures - swimming in 
freshwater lakes. 

Claire Malcolmson is the 
Executive Director of the Rescue 

Lake Simcoe Coalition 
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Local radio station promotes 
shop local with ad campaign
By MICHELLE POIRIER

Torres Media radio stations, 
including Keswick’s The New 
K Country 93.7FM, has dedicat-
ed $150,000 worth of air time to 
support shopping local.

“With more people moving 
into the area, we want to make 
sure that new arrivals to Georgi-
na understand that it is important 
to support your local businesses. 
It’s the local businesses that sup-
port the local sport teams, they 
support local charities. Local 
businesses are important to com-
munities,” Ed Torres, President of 
Torres Media, said.

Torres said The New K Coun-
try launched in October 2020, and 
it has been hard for them to get 
involved in the community the 
way local radio stations usually 
would, due to the pandemic.

He said this is a way for them 
to show their support, and that 
they don’t want to lose the mo-
mentum the Town of Georgina 
and the Chamber of Commerce 
has going with their shop local 

campaigns.
“Local matters. When you 

choose to support your local busi-
nesses, you’re ensuring that your 
money stays in your community. 
Not only are you helping your 
favourite business weather un-
certain times, you’re also helping 
yourself,” the ad currently play-
ing on The New K Country says.

“You’re making sure that your 
favourite breakfast spot, book 
store or clothing shop stays open. 
Shopping locally is good for you, 
and everybody else too. A dollar 
spent in York Region, stays in 
York Region. A dollar spent else-
where, never comes back.”

Torres Media also has radio 
stations in Uxbridge, Ottawa, and 
Quebec, and is running the initia-
tive in all markets throughout the 
rest of the year.

Torres said they will also be 
looking at other initiatives to 
help local businesses survive and 
thrive.

MORNING HOST DAN POLLARD & VP ELLE VOLANIS

ED TORRES
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What to do this Valentine’s 
Day weekend in Georgina
By MICHELLE POIRIER

Although Valentine’s Day is 
fast approaching, there is still 
time to make plans. 

If you are looking for a roman-
tic dinner, many local restaurants 
are running Valentine’s Day spe-
cials all weekend long. 

The Corner House Bistro, 240 
Church St. in Keswick, is taking 
Valentine’s reservations at (905) 
476-4800 or https://cornerhouse-
bistro.ca/book-a-table/

Symposium Cafe Restaurant 
& Lounge, 236 Dovedale Dr. in 
Keswick, is offering a Valentine’s 
special. 

You can make a reservation 
at 905-952-3129.

Lake Simcoe Arms Pub, 21089 
Dalton Rd. in Jackson’s Point, is 
running a special Valentine menu. 

They can be reached at (905) 

722-5999. 
EddyBee & Tootsie’s are val-

entines! And their Messhall Eat-
ery, 106 High Street in Sutton, is 
open February 14th for those in 
love.   

Try the Rack of Lamb Lover’s 
special along with a few other 
treats! 

Reservations are suggested, 
call 905-596-1111.

Lakeview Restaurant & Bar, 49 
Lorne Street in Jackson’s Point, 
is offering a fixed price Valentine 
menu for $45. 

You can make a reservation 
at 905-572-6232 or www.lakev-
iew-restaurant.ca/booking.

The Ramada Jackson’s Point 
Resort & Spa is also offering Val-
entine’s Day getaways. You can 
call them at 905-572-6232. 

A TOAST TO VALENTINES
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And The Briars Report & Spa, 
55 Hedge Rd. in Jacksons Point is 
offering spa specials. 

You can reach them at 905-
722-0001. 

Other ideas to do this Valen-
tine’s weekend include snow-
shoeing at The ROC. Every 
weekend throughout the winter 
The ROC offers free snowshoe 
rental and use of their trails. 

There are also many walking 

trails in Georgina for a romantic 
or family walk as the weather gets 
milder.   

Need a Valentine’s gift for your 
honey? 

The Georgina Chamber of 
Commerce has a Valentine’s Gift 
Giving guide online now for your 
last minute local  gifts at www.
georginachamber.com/valen-
tine-gift-giving-guide

APPLY TO JOIN 
georginastudiotour.com

DEADLINE FEBRUARY 28, 2022
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The Town of Georgina is 
extending its COVID-19 grants 
to help small businesses impacted 
by the pandemic.

The grants, offered through the 
Town’s COVID-19 Community 
Improvement Plan (CIP), provide 
funding for specific projects, 
including e-commerce solutions, 
implementing COVID-19 
protocols, and setting up outdoor 
patios.

However, the grants are only 
offered to businesses within 
the Town’s three Business 
Improvement Areas (BIAs), 
Uptown Keswick, Sutton and 
Jackson’s Point.

Business owners have until 
December 31, 2022, to apply for 
three different grant programs.

The COVID Protocols Grant 
provides 50 per cent of the cost 
of renovations or the purchase of 
health and safety products, up to a 
maximum of $3,000 per business.

The Technology and Software 
Grant, which helps businesses 
adopt e-commerce solutions, 
provides 50 per cent of the cost, 
up to a maximum of $1,500 per 
business.

The Patio Grant Program 
which provides restaurants with 
funds to install and set up outdoor 
patio areas will also fund 50 per 
cent of the cost to a maximum of 
$2000 per business.

Still, business owners have 
been slow to take advantage of 
the grants, with just six grant 
applications approved in 2020 
and only one in 2021, with less 

than $15,000 in total funding 
provided to date.

Karyn Stone, manager of 
economic development , attributes 
the low number of applications to 
worsening economic conditions.

“The economy has been 
unstable, and businesses may not 
have the funds to take part in the 
grant programs which required 
businesses to pay 50 per cent of 
the cost of the project,” she said.

Still, Town staff decided 
to extend the grant programs 
because support is still needed.

“The longer the impacts of 
COVID lasted, the less cash flow 
businesses have had to undertake 
upgrades and renovations or start a 
new business venture. With some 
hope that capacity restrictions 
and closures will soon come to 
an end, and business operations 
stabilizing, these grants are just 
one opportunity for the Town to 
support businesses recovery,” 
Stone said.

However, Steve Jacobson, 
chair of the Jackson’s Point BIA, 
says some small business owners 
are reluctant to apply for the 
grants because the amounts are 
too low.

“For all the hassles of going 
through this, it’s not a ton of 
money,” Jacobson said.

“You can lead them to water, 
but you can’t make them drink.”

Indeed, the 2022 budget, 
approved by council, allocated 
$40,000 to administer this year’s 
COVID-19 grant programs.

In contrast, council approved 

Town extends COVID-19 grants 
to small businesses in BIAs
By MIKE ANDERSON

HIGH STREET IN SUTTON
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$250,000 in 2020 for the 
Georgina Emergency Relief 
Benefit (GERB), which provided 
a maximum of $7,500 in grants to 
eligible businesses.

And while that program 
was open to all businesses in 
Georgina, the current CIP grants 
are only available to businesses 
within the BIAs.

That means business owners 
in Baldwin, Virginia, Pefferlaw, 
Port Bolster, and Udora are 
not eligible for the COVID-19 
grants, which doesn’t sit well 
with Jacobson.

“It’s not fair to leave businesses 
outside the BIAs without 
support,” he said.

“They’re suffering as much as 
anybody else.”

Karen Wolfe, a Pefferlaw 
Ratepayers Association (PAR) 
spokesperson, agrees.

“Excluding Ward 5 businesses 
and other non-BIA businesses in 
Georgina from qualifying for the 
Town’s small business grants is 
neither right nor fair,” she said.

“I would strongly urge them 
to go back and reconsider 
this decision because there 
has definitely been an error 
in judgement here. Have they 
forgotten whose money they 
are using for these grants? It 
is tax money and should be 
used universally across all 
programming — not just for 
some.”

However, according to Stone, 
the CIP grants are regulated by 
the Ontario Municipal Act, which 
only allows grants to businesses 
within BIAs.

However, she says that 
businesses outside the three 
BIAs should contact her office 
to find out about other supports, 
including alternate funding 
programs, workshops and 
assistance with e-commerce.

“As businesses move toward 
recovery, the Town wants to 
ensure that they have access to a 
wide variety of support programs 
not only in terms of funding 

but also training and skills 
development programs and other 
business support programs,” she 
said.

The Town does offer a series 
of non-grant COVID-19 support 
programs, which are open to all 
businesses in Georgina.

The Temporary Patio Program 
is the most popular, making 
up 70 per cent of the approved 
applications in 2021.

It allows restaurants to 
build new patios or expand 
existing outdoor dining areas to 
increase seating capacity while 
maintaining social distancing.

There is also a COVID 
Building Permit Application Fee 
Rebate Program, which provides 
a rebate for permits fees, up to 50 
per cent of the application fee to a 
maximum of $3,000 per business. 
This year the program has been 
expanded to include all business 
sectors, including commercial, 
tourism and agriculture.

The Development Application 
Fee Rebate Program, established 
in 2018 to provide rebates to the 
industrial sector, has also been 
expanded to include all sectors 
starting in 2022.

However, the Not-for-Profit 
Charitable Organizations Grant, 
which provided $50,000 in 
financial assistance to 17 not-for-
profit organizations since 2020, 
has been discontinued.

“The purpose of the grant was 
to provide one-time funding to 
help cover lease and operating 
costs for those not-for-profits and 
community organizations that 
have a brick and mortar location,” 
Stone said.

“Based on our research, the 
majority of eligible organizations 
have taken advantage of this 
program, and we do not anticipate 
further applications.”

To find out how to apply for 
the COVID-19 grants, visit the 
Community Improvement Plan 
Program page at www.georgina.ca.
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Day, Jeffrey William

February 10, 2022

H A P P Y

B E T H A N Y

Birthday
Bethany Jamieson 
Congratulations  Congratulations  
on your 90th  on your 90th  
birthday!birthday!

In the early morning of Thursday 
January 20th, 2022, Captain Jeffrey 
(Jeff) Day of the Georgina Fire 
Department passed away peacefully 
in his sleep in his home at the age of 
43 years.  Jeff had many passions, 
but none bigger than the love for 
his wife and their twin children. 
Devastated by this tragic loss are his 
wife Stephania Lycos and children 
Ana and Tommy, his mother Sharon 
Armstrong (KK Hardtke), his father 
Barry Day (Susan), his parents-in-law 
Mary and Tom Lycos, Jeff’s sister 
Stephanie Allen (Gordon), his brother Peter Day (Rachel) and sisters-in-
law Dina Lycos (Telly) Eleni Syrakos (Tony), Stepbrother Derek Kijewski 
(Shannon) and Amanda Lind (Graeme). Greatly loved and missed by his 
nieces & nephews, aunts, uncles, family, and many friends including his fire 
family. Family was of foremost importance to Jeff.  Beyond being a brother 
to his siblings, he was like a brother to his cousins, his friends, his fire 
family, his neighbours, and the entire community.  A big, strong, goofy-fun 
guy with a massive heart – he would be there to help before you could you 
ask him. As a fire captain and executive union member with the GPFFA, he 
was committed to the welfare and safety of his fire brothers and sisters. Jeff 
aspired to be a chef when he was a boy; he first prepared an interesting mess 
of bacon and eggs at the age of 7 for Mother’s Day.  He later improved on 
his cooking skills, much to the enjoyment of friends, family, and colleagues, 
especially to his twins and wife as they waited for Daddy to make their 
favourites every day. The great father that he was, his goal was to make sure 
his children had everything. He loved being outdoors in nature, swimming 
and hanging out at Nine Mile Lake, and later hunting in the Moose Pasture 
and fishing with his buddies in Ontario and this past summer with his family 
in Bathurst, New Brunswick. He will be missed beyond words! Memorial 
donations to a local charity of your choice would be appreciated by the 
family. Memorial condolences may be made at www.forrestandtaylor.com

OBITUARY


