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Church raises funds for war in Ukraine

The CIBC has confirmed it will close its 
branch in Pefferlaw on October 13.

Located at 254 Pefferlaw Rd., the CIBC 
branch, which has a 24-hour ATM, is the 
town’s only bank.

According to CIBC, the branch is no 
longer profitable as most customers are now 
using telephone and online banking.

“The decision to close any of our banking 
centres is not taken lightly, and we carefully 
consider all options before making this 
decision,” said Trish Tervit, a spokesperson 
for CIBC, in an email to The Post.

“We remain committed to meeting the 
needs of our Pefferlaw clients. While the 
majority of clients at our Pefferlaw branch 
are banking using digital options, our team 
will spend time with clients in the coming 
months to help them learn more about the 
convenient options that are available to them 
for their everyday banking and to help them 
through this transition.”

Tervit says the closure will not result in 
layoffs, as staff will be reassigned to other 
branches.

But with the nearest full-service CIBC 
branch located in Beaverton — a 15-minute 
drive — residents are understandably not 
happy.

Garry Harpley, a long-time resident 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Pefferlaw’s only bank slated to close on October 13
By MIKE ANDERSON

According to Parish President Patricia 
Revell, the church is accepting financial 
donations, cash only, to help purchase 
much-needed medical and military supplies, 
including first-aid kits, helmets, body armour 

By MIKE ANDERSON

Despite its diminutive size – fewer than 
50 parishioners – the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of Archangel Michael in Bradford 
is mobilizing to help raise humanitarian and 
military aid for Ukraine.

FATHER PETRO ANHEL (C) AND PARISHIONERS

The prices properties are fetching these days will have you feeling as if you won the 
lottery! Low inventory and high demand for houses has offered all time highs. Have 
you wondered what the market may bear on your home? Maybe you are looking at 
making some significant changes to your life, but need to do your homework first?  
CALL US!  We have the experience to help you answer your questions honestly  
so you can plan appropriately for your future. CALL US TODAY and be a winner!
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The Stouffville Toyota Ad that ran in our Feb 24 issue contained incorrect 
information regarding coupons. The Post apologizes for the error.
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and a founding member of 
the Pefferlaw Association of 
Ratepayers (PAR), disputes 
CIBC’s claim that more people 
use online banking.

“They’re using that as an 
excuse,” Harpley said.

“The average age of people in 
Pefferlaw is, probably, well over 
sixty; most of those people don’t 
use online banking.”

Harpley says the big banks 
make so much profit they should 
be forced to keep small-town 
branches, like Pefferlaw’s, open.

“When they phoned me and 
told me they were closing it 
and the reason is it’s just not 
profitable, it blew me away. 
These guys make so much profit; 
it’s a joke.”

“I asked them if there is going 
to be another source for seniors 
that live in town and don’t drive. 
They said nothing.”

“They wouldn’t even entertain 
the idea of having an ATM in 
town. They wouldn’t even talk 
about that.”

Harpley adds the closure will 
hurt the town’s image.

“It’s a huge inconvenience. 
And it stigmatizes the town too. 
Here’s the town of Pefferlaw 
that’s growing like crazy, and we 
don’t even have a bank.”

According to Harpley, this 
isn’t the first time CIBC has tried 

to close the branch.
“We lobbied against it at least 

10 or 12 years ago when they 
were going to pull it out, and they 
decided that they were going to 
leave it open.”

But he worries this time, the 
decision may be final.

“I don’t think they have the 
public interest at heart at all, nor 
the town’s,” he said.

“This town went through 
COVID and everything else 
and supported the bank. Then 
suddenly you get a slap in the 
face, and they claim it’s not 
profitable. I don’t think anybody 
is making more profits than the 
banks right now other than oil 
companies. They’re just pulling 

CIBC BANKING CENTRE IN PEFFERLAW



Speak to our knowledgeable 
and certified staff about our  
extensive selection of food, 

treats and supplies

905-722-7600 
20887 Dalton Road Sutton
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Welcoming Ukrainian refugees 
with open arms?

The UN has warned that the 
world is facing a humanitarian 
crisis with an estimated 2.7 
million refugees fleeing the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

To his credit, Prime Minister 
Trudeau recently met with a 
group of Ukrainian refugees, 
mostly women and children, 
in Poland. With Deputy Prime 
Minister Chrystia Freeland 
translating, he learned about 
their harrowing ordeals. At 
one point, it was reported, he 
was close to tears. Freeland 
says Canada began planning its 
repose to a European refugee 
crisis late last year, as Putin 
began deploying Russian troops 
on Ukraine’s borders. But how 
good has that response been? 

According to a spokesperson 
from Immigration, Refugees 
and Citizenship Canada (IRCC), 
only 7,400 Ukrainian nationals 
have arrived in Canada since 
January 1. This includes people 
whose applications were in the 
system before Russia’s invasion 
on February 24. 

While this is significantly 
better than the UK, which so far 
has only granted 1,000 refugee 
visas to Ukrainian nationals, it 
is nowhere near the levels of 
countries like Poland, Slovakia, 
Hungary and Moldova. Poland, 
for instance, has welcomed more 
than 1.4 million Ukrainians 

since the war began. 
While IRCC has made it 

easier to obtain a temporary 
visitor visa - now a two year 
stay - and waived limits,  their 
application process needs an 
overhaul. 

IRCC currently has no one 
in Ukraine, having closed its 
visa application centres in 
Kyiv and Lviv.  However, it 
does accept collect calls, but 
wait times are long, and no 
one speaks Ukrainian. In fact, 
all communications must be in 
English or French, including 
online applications for visas. 
Surely, there should be a button 
that translates immigration 
forms into Ukrainian? It is, after 
all, the 21st Century. 

Refugee claimants will 
also be surprised to see that 
once they file their online visa 
application, they receive a notice 
from IRCC that says they will 
get back to them in 14 business 
days. Really? If you were in a 
bomb shelter or basement in 
one of Ukraine’s 1,000 towns 
and villages deprived of light, 
water and heat, would that be a 
message that brings hope and 
reassurance? 

If IRCC says its goal is to 
make it easier and faster for 
Ukrainians to come to Canada, it 
needs to do better. 
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and backpacks.
But it will also take clothing 

donations, preferably new, for 
the Ukrainian military, including 
green, dark blue or black T-shirts 
(M, L, XL), men’s underwear (M, 
L,XL), and men’s socks.

The church, located at 721 
Simcoe Rd., has a donation drop-
off that’s open from 5 p.m. to 
7 p.m., and those who want to 
make a cash donation should call 
Father Petro Anhel at 905-715-
0105. The church’s deliveries are 
being facilitated through Meest-
Corporation Inc., which provides 
logistics and freight forwarding 
services to Eastern Europe. 

While clothing donations are 
appreciated, Revell says financial 
donations will make the biggest 
impact right now. “Financial 
donations allow the Meest-
Corporation and Ukrainian 
Federation to purchase medical 
and military supplies and ship 
them ASAP,” said Revell, whose 
mother has relatives in Lviv, 
which has so far been spared from 
much of the fighting. While some 
Ukrainian churches across Canada 
have sponsored volunteers to 
join the fight to protect Ukraine, 
Revell admits their parish is 
too small and doesn’t have the 
financial resources to help pay for 
the travel costs.

Revell says the majority 
of the congregation, made of 
immigrants from Ukraine, Russia, 
Moldavia and Greece, come and 
pray and lead a peaceful life in 
their new home and never would 
have imagined that this could 
happen.

“They are truly devastated, 
worried and broken-hearted 
to know that their families are 
suffering, dying and losing their 
homeland to destruction,” she 
said.

“It’s an absolute tyrannical 
invasion. Ukraine has its own 
culture, its own language. It’s 
unimaginable that anybody in 
2022 can walk into a peaceful 
country and decide that they’re 

going to claim it for themselves 
and be killing innocent people 
who have done nothing.”

Revell says the parish is very 
grateful for the support that 
Canada has provided Ukraine, 
especially the Canadian Armed 
Forces that helped train the 
Ukrainian military after Russia 
annexed Crimea. She also wants 
to acknowledge the Canadian 
telcos, like Bell, Rogers and 
Telus, who have waived long-
distance charges until the end 
of March so families can stay in 
touch with relatives in Ukraine.

“The families at our church 
have so many family members 
over there, and they’re talking 
every day. We’re very thankful 
to the telecommunications 
companies for allowing this to 
continue,” she said. 

While Revell says the 
congregation understands why 
NATO is hesitant to provide a “no-
fly zone” over Ukraine, it would 
like to see more support on the 
ground for the Ukrainian military, 
including better weaponry.

Revell also says families have 
complained that Canada’s refugee 
process is too complicated.

“Not only is the paperwork 
process tremendously difficult, 
but the refugees are required to 
arrange and pay for their own 
transportation,” she said.

“While there are several 
families that have stepped up and 
offered to support refugees, it is a 
daunting and complicated process 
with regards to the visa and work 
permit components.”

Still, Revell is thankful for the 
support Ukraine has received 
from Canadians. “We are grateful 
that the country of Ukraine is 
being supported in the way 
that it has. Just watching TV or 
being on Facebook or Instagram 
or anywhere, you can see there 
are people from every walk of 
life supporting these people, 
supporting that country, and 
praying that this war ends. And 
it’s quite touching to see.”

CHURCH CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Seedy Saturday
Saturday, March 26 

9:30 am - 2:30 pm
Pefferlaw Lions Hall

38 Pete’s Lane

Co-hosted by Georgina-Brock, 
Cannington & Beaverton Garden Clubs

Free Admission

Share, Learn & Grow!
• Seeds & Seedlings
• Seed Swap - bring seeds
• Knowledgeable Speakers
• Children’s Story Time with 

Georgina Public Library
• Native Plants, Garden Art
• Herbal Medicines & Teas
• Honey, Lavender Products, 

Soaps, Sustainability
• Children’s Activity Bags
• Local Garden Clubs
• and more

Resident parking passes are 
now available online

The Town has introduced a 
new online process for its resi-
dent parking passes.  

Residents and property owners 
can now apply using an online 
portal and get their parking pass 
immediately. 

Residents can sign up for an 
account at https://parking.georgi-
na.ca. 

Once in the portal, residents 
can complete the form and a per-
mit will be emailed immediate-
ly once approved. Step-by-step 
instructions are available on the 
Town website. Residents can 
obtain up to a maximum of four 
parking passes per household.

According to a Town media 
release, parking passes must be 
displayed on the dashboard while 
parked in areas where required by 
signage. 

The resident parking pass is 
only valid if the front side of the 

pass and licence plate number are 
clearly visible from the rear view 
mirror or front dashboard.

Motorcycles are exempt from 
the requirement to display a res-
ident parking pass

Parking passes are required at 
Rayners Boat Launch and Glen-
woods Parkette for the winter 
season. 

From spring to fall, passes 
are also required at De La Salle 
Beach, Willow Beach, Holmes 
Point, Young’s Harbour, North 
Gwillimbury Park and Jackson’s 
Point Harbour.

Residents who have questions 
about eligibility, or who need as-
sistance with the online permit-
ting and parking pass portal, can 
contact Service Georgina at 905-
476-4301 or by email info@geor-
gina.ca.

To learn more, visit georgina.
ca/ParkingPass.

PHOTO: THE POST
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out because it’s not convenient 
for them.”

“The whole profit angle just 
doesn’t carry water. That dog 
ain’t going to hunt.”

Harpley believes the bank is 
making a mistake and may regret 
its decision.

“We’re a small community, and 
we’re a tight-knit community. 
But we’re also a community 
that’s growing. If CIBC had 
enough patience to hang in for 
another two years, there are a lot 
of families moving in, and they 
are going to need banking. “

While York-Simcoe MP Scot 
Davidson admits getting the bank 
to change its mind may be a tall 
order, he’s encouraging residents 
to contact CIBC and voice their 
concerns.

“It is entirely CIBC’s decision 
where they choose to operate 
their branches. However, in-
person banking remains essential 

DIMARCO LANDSCAPE LIGHTING, A DIV OF 
RAINMAN LAWN SPRINKLER SYSTEMS LTD.

AWARD WINNING PROGRESSIVE COMPANY  
WITH 32 YEARS IN BUSINESS IS LOOKING FOR  

TWO INDIVIDUALS TO JOIN OUR TEAM:

1. LAWN SPRINKLER & LANDSCAPE LIGHTING INSTALLER
Training Provided, Outdoor Work Experience Necessary
$17-19 per hour

2. LAWN SPRINKLER SERVICE FOREMAN
Minimum 3 Years Sprinkler Experience Required
$25-28 per hour

Full Time Seasonal Positions April 01 - December 24
Must have own transportation to shop in Zephyr, Ontario
Send resume to: dimarco.landscapelighting@sympatico.ca
Call 905-473-5610

in small, relatively isolated 
communities like Pefferlaw,” 
Davidson said in a media release.

“Pefferlaw has a vulnerable 
population that will be unable 
to use online banking or travel 
to a different branch in other 
communities. Online banking 
is also not viable for the many 
other residents who still do not 
have broadband access.”

“Small towns and rural 
communities like Pefferlaw need 
to be supported – not forgotten – 
by federally-regulated industries 
like telecoms and banks.”

Davidson’s release lists two 
CIBC managers that Pefferlaw 
residents can contact:

Deborah Rowe at deborah.
rowe@CIBC.com or 416-586-
7019

Davina Ramnarine at davina.
ramnarine@cibc.com or 416-
309-7956

BANK CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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Council bans Town from 
purchasing Russian products
By MIKE ANDERSON

The Town of Georgina is 
changing its procurement rules 
to ban the purchase of Russian 
products.

The move follows council’s 
approval of a motion brought for-
ward by Ward 1 Councillor Mike 
Waddington on March 2, which 
prohibits the Town from purchas-
ing any products from Russia, in-
cluding plywood, fertilizer, steel, 
furniture or machinery.

The motion also stipulates that 
any future contracts for services 
abide by these same limitations.

The ban will also apply to Be-
larusian products if there is con-
firmation that Belarus has also 
become involved in the invasion 
of Ukraine.

According to a Town spokes-
person, the ban took effect on 
March 2 for all new procurement 
contracts.

“While a formal policy has not 
been completed at this time, staff 
will be including clauses in all 
procurement documents moving 
forward,” said Tanya Thompson, 
the Town’s manager of communi-
cations, in an email to The Post.

However, the Town could not 
provide The Post with a list of 
products purchased from Russia, 
as it doesn’t identify goods and 
services it purchases by the coun-
try of origin.

“Prior to this motion being 
passed, there was no requirement 
to disclose the country of origin 
for procurements, so the Town 
does not have a list,” Thompson 

said.
While some might view the ban 

as largely symbolic, Waddington 
disagrees.

“If the world stands up to tyran-
ny in their own small way, the end 
result isn’t a symbolic gesture,” 
he said.

“It won’t be a single commu-
nity making moves like this that 
ends the war; it will be when 
countless communities do the 
same that pressure is formed.”

The motion was forwarded to 
other municipalities hoping they 
may adopt a similar ban.

According to the Government 
of Canada website, Canada im-
ported just over $1 billion worth 
of imports from Russia in 2021, 
including fertilizers, steel, ply-
wood and petroleum.

Imports from Belarus in 2021 
were significantly lower, totalling 
only $32 million, including most-
ly wood furniture and petroleum 
products.

However, on March 3, in re-
sponse to Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, Canada removed Russia 
and Belarus from the Most-Fa-
voured-Nation Tariff (MFN) 
treatment, subjecting both coun-
tries’ imports to a 35 per cent gen-
eral tariff rate.

Russia and Belarus join North 
Korea as the only countries 
whose imports are subject to the 
general tariff. 

Canada has also introduced a 
ban on the importation of Russian 
crude oil.

UKRAINIAN FLAG RAISING AT CIVIC CENTRE



Seeking small marina operator,  
north of Keswick on Lake Simcoe

SKILLS REQUIRED 
boat driving, pumping gas, staff management, basic accounting, 
customer service

HOURS 
Seasonal work from May - October, including weekends & holidays

Inquiries please contact:  hiring.islandgrovemarina@gmail.com
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LSRCA warns residents to 
be careful around waterways 

Lake Simcoe Region Conser-
vation Authority (LSRCA) is re-
minding residents of the dangers 
that exist near bodies of water, 
particularly around this time of 
year, and urges people to keep 
family and pets away from the 
edges of all waterways.

Spring is quickly approaching 
and with warmer temperatures 
people look forward to getting 
outdoors. Warmer temperatures, 
however, also usually bring rain, 
melting snow and shifting ice 
which can contribute to higher, 
faster flowing water in water-
courses.

There is still a significant 
amount of snow throughout the 
Lake Simcoe watershed. The 
ground remains frozen and local 
rivers, streams and lakes may 
be partially covered in ice. With 
warmer weather comes melting 
snow and potential rain which 
will contribute to higher water 
levels and increased velocities in 
local watercourses. As well, slip-
pery and unstable streambanks 
and extremely cold-water tem-
peratures can also lead to hazard-
ous conditions close to bodies of 
water.

Be safe this spring and remem-
ber the following tips:

• Keep family and pets away 
from the edges of all bodies of 
water.

• Avoid all recreational activi-
ties in or around water, especially 
near ice jams or ice-covered wa-
tercourses and waterbodies.

• Do not attempt to walk on 
ice-covered waterbodies or 
drive through flooded roads or 
fast-moving water.

• If you live close to the water, 
move objects such as chairs or 
benches away from the water’s 
edge to avoid losing them during 
potential spring high water.  

• Avoid walking close to/across 
riverbanks and ice-covered water 
to prevent falling through. River 
banks can become unstable in the 
spring due to snowmelt and ero-
sion.

• Rescuing another person or a 
pet from icy water is dangerous. 
If you see anyone that has fallen 
through the ice call 911 for help 
immediately.

•  For more information, con-
tact LSRCA at (416) 661-6514 or 
visit, www.LSRCA.on.ca

 

PHOTO: LSRCA
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As 2022 will include at least 
two separate elections this year, 
we felt it would be interesting to 
explore how changes to the group 
currently running the show at 
the Town might develop during 
the next municipal election. 
On October 24, the residents of 
Georgina will be heading to the 
polls to decide their next council 
and despite the fact that the 
election doesn’t begin until the 
start of May, let’s take a peek at 
how things might play out. 

Mayor & Regional Councillor:
Although an article could be 

written entirely on guesses as to 
how these two races will play 
out, we’re grouping them for a 
specific reason. Both Margaret 
Quirk and Rob Grossi have 
history and lots of it. Spanning 
decades, these two have each had 
the top job multiple times, and the 
disrespecting tone toward each 
other is often palpable during 
council meetings. 

If each decides to run in their 
current positions and not engage 
in the other races, they are likely 
to walk through to the next round. 
But our guess is that they don’t 

want to sit on the same bench 
for another term, so expect to see 
them go head-to-head or support 
candidates running against the 
other. It will be interesting to 
see who else decides it’s time 
for a change and throws their 
name into the hat as there is talk 
around Town that it might be time 
for both to take a break. Will an 
otherwise unknown show up to 
give either a serious run, or will 
other council members decide 
it’s time to step up? These races 
will be fun to watch once the 
line-up of contenders has been 
determined. We would expect 
that platforms will revolve 
mainly around economic 
development, taxes with regional 
representation, health measures 
during the pandemic, town 
staffing levels, a new civic centre 
and discussions of UYSS (Upper 
York Sewage Solution) and 
other environmental concerns to 
surface during these campaigns.

WARD 1:
After losing in the 2017 by-

election, Mike Waddington 
returned in 2018 to unseat the 

A look at the upcoming 2022 
municipal election
By KAREN WOLFE

MAYOR MARGARET QUIRK

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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incumbent candidate and hit 
the ground running. A popular 
councillor with a social media 
presence only topped by the 
Mayor, it’s tough to envision a 
relative unknown besting this 
candidate without considerable 
backing. He always seems 
prepared to speak at meetings, 
frequently leads the discussion 
during budget deliberations and 
isn’t afraid to buck the trend of 
council and challenge the status 
quo. Topics to come up during 
the election will likely be the 
amount of growth in this ward, 
construction of town facilities 
(MURC), affordable housing and 
economic development along 
both sides of Woodbine. Despite 
the fact that he’s likely ruffled 
some feathers with town staff who 
aren’t used to being challenged, 
our guess is acclimation unless 
someone is looking for a real 
uphill battle. That is, of course, 
unless Mr. Waddington has an 
eye on another seat.

WARD 2:
Acclaimed in 2018, Dan Fellini 

and his business have been a 
staple in Uptown Keswick for 
years. Despite the pandemic 
throwing most events to the wind, 
Mr. Fellini infrequently attended 
events to begin with, and his 
absence at business openings has 
not gone unnoticed. Level-headed 
and pleasant to talk with, his 
contributions to council meetings 
have sadly diminished to the 
point of generally making “Thank 
you to staff” or “I agree with my 

fellow members of council” 
comments during this term. His 
acclimation in 2018 could imply 
strong support. Still, with how 
much the business community in 
this ward has struggled with the 
Town in the past, and their desire 
to have voices heard, it shouldn’t 
surprise anyone to see someone 
stepping up for change as we 
expect Mr. Fellini to bow out this 
year. We anticipate conversations 
during the election to revolve 
around the uptown Keswick 
BIA, road maintenance, the need 
for seniors’ residences and the 
Maskinonge River.

WARD 3:
Also acclaimed in the 

previous election, Dave Neeson 
has been a strong voice for 
environmental concerns in his 
constituency. Whether by design 
or happenstance, this has granted 
Neeson significant support from 
environmental groups historically 
opposed to development (MLE/
Bypass). Through his efforts 
and those of the groups he’s 
engaged with, a huge win 
occurred for the area when our 
local MPP declared that Maple 
Lake Estates would essentially be 
cancelled and the lands protected. 
Although supported by the rest 
of council and staff, Mr. Neeson 
rightfully deserves a feather 
in his cap for that one. Hottest 
topics for this ward will likely 
be short-term rentals, the Lake 
Drive jurisdiction fiasco and 
Willow Beach. A knowledgeable 
councillor with the backing of 

WARD 3 COUNCILLOR DAVE NEESON
ELECTION CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
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interest groups, Mr. Neeson 
should have an easy time walking 
away with a win in this ward if 
someone steps up as a challenger. 
Similar to the Ward 1 prediction, 
we believe his eye could be on 
another seat...regional councillor 
maybe... and rumours are swirling 
that Margaret Quirk might be 
moulding him as a possible 
successor. 

WARD 4:
After surviving a close 

reelection in 2018, we think the 
seat currently held by Frank Sebo 
is likely going to be the most 
interesting one to watch. Having 
the distinct honour of being the 
only member of council to get 
sworn at during a council meeting 
by a constituent, Mr. Sebo is 
known for “not making friends.” 
Since his first term on council, 
Mr. Sebo has adamantly pushed 
for better boat access to the 
Black River and improvements 
along High Street in Sutton… it 
should be noted that one is where 
his house is and the other where 
his family business is located. 
Dale Kerr Genge, a well-known 
community member, has declared 
she will take a run at the ward seat, 
and some groups in the area are 
publicly backing her. But if many 
more than two candidates sign 
up, we could witness the same 
vote-splitting that occurred in 
2018. Expect to hear discussions 
related to Mossington Wharf, 
the realignment of the BIAs, a 
rejuvenation of the downtown 
areas and, as always, De La Salle 

Park.
WARD 5:
The race for Ward 5 will likely 

end up being between some 
familiar faces, but we have doubts 
that Dave Harding will be one of 
them. Mr. Harding has tried to 
do an admirable job representing 
Ward 5, but his time on council 
is at an end, and we’re predicting 
that he will step aside this year. 
The race in this ward will likely 
revolve around Pefferlaw’s 
place within Georgina and the 
feeling that it is not part of the 
Georgina conversation, all while 
heated discussions have occurred 
concerning public water taps 
and the debacle surrounding the 
firehall and dam. At this point, 
only one person has publically 
announced their intention to run 
in Ward 5 (Lee Dale). However, 
we wouldn’t be surprised to see 
some of the vocal members of 
this community step up if there 
isn’t an incumbent to challenge. 
PAR will likely play a factor in 
this race if their members are 
motivated enough to engage, 
and it’ll be interesting to see if 
Mr. Harding decides to endorse 
someone. 

Monday, May 2, is the first day 
for candidates to file nomination 
papers with the Town clerk. At 
this point, a candidate can begin 
raising and spending money on 
their campaign. The deadline for 
candidates to file a nomination, 
withdraw a nomination or change 
office is Friday, August 19 at 2:00 
p.m. 
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