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Mulroney re-elected in York-Simcoe

Tim Danbrook, the owner of Ownerbuild 
Ltd., is suing Ward 3 Councillor Dave Neeson 
in small claims court for $35,000 in damages.

The damages, according to Danbrook’s 
statement of claim, resulted from his clients 
cancelling contracts after the Town refused 
to issue them building permits to build 
boathouses, docks and other structures on 
their shoreline along Lake Drive.

The Town, which claims ownership of 
the shoreline as part of its municipal road 
allowance, is not issuing building permits 
unless indirect property owners can prove 
they own the land up to the water’s edge.  

It is also refusing to comment on Ministry 
of Natural Resources permit applications 
submitted by indirect property owners, 
rendering them null and void.

These actions, according to Danbrook, 
have been taken without the passage of an 
interim control bylaw, which senior Town 
staff have said is required to refuse building 
permits.

According to the statement of claim, filed on 
May 9, Danbrook argues Councillor Neeson, 
since his election in 2014, has acted to “block” 
development on waterfront properties along 
Lake Drive, which are “legally allowed for 
development under current local, regional 
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total vote.
Still, voter turnout was low, with only 38.7 

per cent of the riding’s 94,232 registered 
electors voting at the polls, considerably 
lower than the 54.9 per cent voter turnout in 

By MIKE ANDERSON

York-Simcoe will stay Tory blue with 
incumbent MPP Caroline Mulroney’s decisive 
win in last week’s provincial election.

According to Elections Ontario, Mulroney 
captured 20,789 votes or 56.7 per cent of the 

MULRONEY CELEBRATES WIN WITH HER BROTHERS MARK, NICHOLAS AND BEN

Sunfilled, 4 bedroom bungalow nestled on a pool 
sized lot just steps from a private beach association 
& boat launch! Handy to town amenities & highway 
for commuters. Multiple walk outs & fenced back 
yard. Well loved family home can be yours today.
Call Us NOW!
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and provincial legislation and 
authority.” 

“Councillor Neeson, through 
his actions and willful disregard 
for the truth through the 
systematic abuse of authority, 
caused the refusal of permits 
for more than 400 property 
owners along a five-mile stretch 
of properties, simply because 
he didn’t think there should be 
development allowed on those 
properties,” the claim states.

Danbrook also claims that 
Neeson, acting in concert with 
Mayor Margaret Quirk, has 
deprived the indirect property 
owners of “any process that 
would allow for an appeal or 
input” and have instructed staff 
to refuse permits even though it 
would be illegal to do so.

The claim states that Neeson’s 
actions constitute a “restraint 
of trade,” which it defines 
as “practices designed to…
obstruct the course of trade and 
commerce.” 

Danbrook also intends to file 
a claim against Mayor Quirk, 
“relating to a separate number 
of contracts that were cancelled 
or denied as a result of their 
restraint of trade practices.”  

“The local construction trades 
including myself have suffered 
immeasurably as a result of the 
Town’s illegal restraint of trade 
practices. Millions have been lost 
and the amounts that I am willing 
to accept in this claim and in the 
separate claim against Mayor 
Quirk represent only a fraction of 
my losses,” the claim states.

Although a municipal election 
is just a few months away, 
Danbrook denies his suit is 
politically motivated. 

“It’s not politically motivated; 
it’s a valid claim for improper 
actions,” he said. 

“They deny permits that 
legally should be issued. They 
deny people’s rights because they 
want to manage an ownership 
dispute.”

“They are avoiding due 
process. And Neeson should have 
been challenging it on behalf of 
his constituents and did not.” 

The Post asked Neeson to 
comment on Danbrook’s suit, but 
he declined after discussing the 
matter with his lawyer. 

However, in his statement of 
defence, Neeson denies all of the 
allegations against him and calls 
the small claims suit premature 
and entirely without merit. 

He also denies the claim of 
damages and requests that the 
suit be dismissed with his legal 
costs, which are being covered by 
the Town, payable by Danbrook. 

“To date, Georgina has made 
no decision with respect to how 
it will address the ownership of 
lands abutting Lake Simcoe. 
That process is ongoing,” the 
statement of defence reads. 

“Accordingly, there is no 
alleged conduct on the part of 
Councillor Neeson from which 
any alleged damage could have 
been sustained by the plaintiff.”

The statement also says that 
Danbrook’s legal actions, which 
include nine previous small 
claims suits and an application 
for a judicial review, have stalled 
the Town’s plan to resolve the 
shoreline issue. 

Still, according to a Town 
spokesperson, Danbrook’s 
current legal action will not stop 
the Town from moving forward 
with its Lake Drive Jurisdiction 
Action Plan, which would see the 
Town divest its ownership of the 
shoreline lands, selling them to 
the indirect property owners.   

A staff report regarding the 
price, including land costs and 
cost recovery charges associated 
with the divestiture, is scheduled 
for June 22. 

A second staff report outlining 
the schedule to implement the 
steps outlined in the Action Plan 
is scheduled for no later than 
August 10. 
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the 2018 election.
Mulroney, who also serves 

as both the Minister of 
Transportation and Francophone 
Affairs in Premier Doug Ford’s 
cabinet, ran a solid campaign 
and believes her strong showing 
signals that the Ontario PCs are 
on the right track.

“Our party put forward a plan 
to rebuild Ontario, to invest in 
critical infrastructure, like the 
Bradford Bypass, like adding 
to our healthcare capacity, like 
additional schools. And I can tell 
you that was very well received at 
the doors,” she told the Post.

“In York-Simcoe, over the past 
four years, our government has 
delivered on the priorities that 
were set for me back in 2018, like 
saving the North Gwillimbury 
Forest, investing in long-term 
care, and protecting Lake Simcoe, 
with the announcement of a new 
phosphorous recycling facility.”

“I think that people trust our 
government will deliver because, 
over the last four years, that’s 
what we’ve done.”

The Liberal candidate, Walter 
Alvarez-Bardales, received 
6,319 votes (17.25%), while the 
NDP candidate, Spencer Yang 
Ki, despite not canvassing in the 
riding because of a sudden family 
illness, received 4,083 votes 
(11.15%)

The Green Party candidate, 
Julie Stewart, who also did not 
canvas but took part in local 
debates, garnered 2,691 votes 

(7.35%).
The other candidates, who all 

received less than five per cent of 
the vote, included Brent Fellman, 
New Blue (4.46%), Alana 
Hollander, Ontario Party (1.91%), 
Zachary Tisdale, Libertarian 
(0.72%) and Franco Colavecchia, 
Ontario Moderate Party (0.42%).
While a lower voter turnout in 
York-Simcoe was disappointing, 
the election was also marred 
by the vandalizing of Liberal 
signs throughout the riding and 
at least one incident of verbal 
harassment against the Liberal 
candidate, Alvarez-Bardales and 
his campaign manager.

Mulroney’s decision to skip 
local all-candidates debates and 
meet and greets, especially the 
televised debate in Sutton, also 
drew criticism from the other 
candidates.

MULRONEY  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Local filmmaker showcases 
animal rescue operation

Keswick resident John 
Zavaglia is the focus of a new 
documentary, John is for the 
Dogs, directed by Quinn Corkal 
and produced by Jessica Hainer.

Zavaglia’s organization, Ruff 
Riders Animal Transport, is a not-
for-profit rescue animal network 
and transport entity.

Their website says their goal 
is to responsibly move as many 
dogs, and sometimes cats, as 
possible from areas where they 
are overpopulated to adoption 
focused rescues in areas with 
high adoption rates.

According to the Ruff Riders 
Animal Transport Instagram 
page, they have driven 73,600 
kilometers and rescued 985 
animals.

“The documentary was filmed 
over two missions in two places 
and was a lot of fun; I was quite 
proud of how my dogs behaved,” 
Zavaglia said.

Corkal said he is usually a 
corporate filmmaker, but he felt 
that this was a story that needed 
to be told.

“I’m always searching for 
meaningful stories to tell, that’s 
what I love to do as a filmmaker,” 
he said. “I saw this as an 
opportunity to spread awareness 
and to hopefully tell an even 
bigger story through it.”

Corkal said this story is close to 
his heart as he and his wife have 
adopted two dogs from northern 
reservations. He says one of their 
dogs is from Northern Manitoba, 
and while they do not know for 
sure, there is around a 90 per cent 
chance Zavaglia is the one who 
transported the dog to Ontario.

He said they had no budget for 
the film, they put their own time 
and effort into it, and Corkal even 
used his own original music for 
the film.

Corkal and Hainer are holding 
a screening of the film and a 
fundraiser at Turkey Shoot 
Brewery in Keswick on June 26. 
Doors will open at 5:00 p.m. and 
the screening will start at 6:00 
p.m.

The film is 13 minutes in 
duration, and there will be a 
question-and-answer period 
after the film with Corkal and 
Zavaglia. There may be multiple 
screenings if necessary.

They are asking for a $10.00 
minimum donation, and you 
do not have to prebook a spot, 
it is first come, first serve. All 
proceeds raised will go to Ruff 
Riders Animal Transport.

If you have any questions 
regarding the film or the 
screening you can reach Corkal 
at quinn@linkthreemedia.com or 
@quinnaden on Instagram.

By MICHELLE POIRIER
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Pride comes to Georgina  
Centre for Arts & Culture

The Georgina Centre for Arts 
& Culture (GCAC) is holding 
a two-day Pride celebration at 
its location on High Street in 
Sutton on Friday, June 24 and 
Saturday, June 25 to celebrate the 
2SLGBTQ+ community.

On June 24, GCAC will 
be exhibiting art produced by 
members of the 2SLGBTQ+ 
community followed by live 
entertainment by Elton Joan and 
Diva.

Then on June 25, GCAC will 
have arts and crafts running all 
afternoon, a barbecue, and a 
drag show performance from the 
Devereaux Dolls that evening.

“We put out an open call to any 
2SLGBTQ+ artists regardless 
of experience, regardless of 
medium,” said Jeanne Faria, 
GCAC’s Executive Director.

“We just want people to take 
part and feel connected. We’d 
like to get those pieces up for 
people to see them, because we 
have such a wonderfully, talented 
community here.”

While GCAC used to focus 
only on promoting art in the 
community, Faria said it has 
restructured within the last few 
years to start promoting culture 
as well as art.

“Pride this year is our first real 
experience where we’re pushing 
that forward. We believe it’s a 
culturally significant event for the 
community and being charged 

with spearheading cultural events 
in the community we figured it 
was up our alley to do that,” she 
said.

While the Town of Georgina 
did provide some funding, GCAC 
is still looking for sponsors to 
help fund the event.

“We feel very impassioned 
about being able to create these 
cultural experiences and to 
be able to reach other target 
populations that we would not 
have normally perhaps interacted 
with,” Faria said.

She also believes it’s time 
to create visibility so that 
2SLGBTQ+ youth know there is 
a community here for them.

“If there are younger members 
of our community who are 
struggling with their identity, I 
think it does a lot to show them 
that we’re here and supportive,” 
she said.

“We’re super excited about our 
Pride celebration and hope to see 
everybody there. Happy Pride!”

Due to space limitations, GCAC 
is asking to email reception@
gacag.com to purchase tickets 
for the live entertainment ahead 
of time.

Tickets may be available day 
of, if they do not sell out.

Tickets are $50.00 per person, 
or $75.00 per person for VIP 
tickets. The other GCAC Pride 
events are free.

By MICHELLE POIRIER

DEVEREAUX DOLLS
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...Is Back! 

Also Appearing: 
Thistle Dew -  The Lucky Charms -  Hold Fast  - 709er  

The Connors Brothers - FlashBack - The Connors Family 
4Play - 55 Ramblers - Tim Danbrook Sr - Neighbours 

Rajun Dave - Miss Lynn - Todd Phillips Band - Andrea Inouye 
Choose Fire - Harmony Ranch - Outcast - Happy Tuesday 

Sara & Garrett Scott - Back & Forth - Rock Pocket 3 
Ross Jamieson - Papa John & The Mouthy Misfits 

The Basement Relics - Mike Chianelli 
Civil Misuse - Happy Tuesday - Dreadnaut 

… and many more! 

Charity BBQ 
Kid’s Activities 
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ASSISTED LIVING SUPERVISOR 

Full-time, 35 hours per week, regular Monday to Friday with rotational on call duties and occasional work outside 
of business hours to attend organization-related functions and flexibility for support during extraordinary and/or 
emergency situations. This position will work out of CHATS Assisted Living building in Keswick.

Reporting to the Client Services Manager-Assisted Living, you will provide leadership, supervision and coordination 
to ensure effective and safe delivery of personal support, homemaking services and developing chronic disease 
management programming to clients. You will also complete client assessment and develop care plans and monitor 
clients’ needs.

We’d like you to become part of our team if you have a degree or diploma in Social Services, Gerontology, RPN 
or related field with excellent skills in risk, crisis and conflict management combined with strong customer service 
skills.  You have an understanding of the Assisted Living Services for High-Risk Seniors Policy and the knowledge 
of seniors’ care and issues associated with aging and diversity. Experience within a community setting and fluency 
in other language(s) will be considered an asset.

You have demonstrated leadership skills, exceptional organizational, communication and interpersonal skills to 
build high performance teams. You are proficient in MS Word, Excel and Outlook and database applications.  
A valid Ontario driver’s license and an access to a reliable vehicle are required. Experience in the non-profit sector 
would be considered desirable. Experience working with the Residential Assessment Instrument Community Home 
Assessment tool (RAI CHA) an asset. Current CPR/first aid certification, an asset.

 

CLEANING OPPORTUNITIES

Support our Seniors living in the Community (servicing the communities of Georgina, Vaughan, Richmond Hill, 
Stouffville, & Markham ), Full-time Cleaning positions available, Monday to Friday, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

With paid travel time and gas allowance per km.

To perform housecleaning tasks including housekeeping and cleaning of areas regularly used by clients, to promote 
and maintain a safe and comfortable home environment.

REQUIREMENTS:
• First Aid certification
• Experience working with seniors
• Vehicle and valid Ontario driver’s license
• Vulnerable Sector Check (police check)
• Able to provide minor problem-solving solutions

CHATS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

Accommodation will be provided to individuals with disability, upon request

If you are seeking an opportunity to demonstrate your passion for excellence in a supportive work environment, 
we’d like to hear from you!

 Apply online: https://chats.on.ca/careers/

CAREER  
OPPORTUNITIES

•  Ability to communicate effectively in English  
(verbal and written)

•  Fluency in both official languages (English & French) or 
other language(s), an asset

• Good judgement skills and ability to work independently
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Shannon Hardman kayaks to the Pefferlaw dam during the 
Udora Leaskdale Lions Club Pefferlaw River Run on May 7, 
the annual event attracted more than 100 paddlers and raised 
nearly $5,000 for charity. 

The Raes have farmed in the Pefferlaw area for generations 
(dating back 200 years), now Don & Brenda (right) are retiring 
and moving to Western Ontario. The community is holding an 
open house at Virginia Church, on Saturday, June 11. All are 
welcome. (28280 Highway 48)

Mary Kay retires from Service Ontario in Sutton after 35 years 
service.  A celebration was held at Kin Community Hall in Sutton 
on May 15, where Mayor Margaret Quirk presented Mary with a 
certificate of appreciation from the Mayor and council.

A R O U N D

TOWN
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Town recognizes volunteers 
with award ceremony

After a two-year hiatus due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, the Town 
of Georgina presented its 2020-
21 Volunteer Award of Merit 
to individuals, organizations 
and businesses who made a 
significant contribution to their 
community during a ceremony 
held at the ROC on Friday, May 
27.

The well-attended ceremony 
featured Keswick resident Alan 
Stewart piping in the recipients, 
with introductory remarks from 
the Mayor and council before the 
awards were handed out.

“The Volunteer Award of Merit 
recognizes people who have 
contributed to the betterment 
of the local community and 
Georgina as a whole,” said 
Mayor Margaret Quirk.

“Volunteers have a tremendous 
effect on the strength of our 
community. Their passion and 
actions make a positive impact, 
and I want to thank the award 
recipients for all the good work 
they do every day.”

The Individual Award of Merit 
was presented to Dave Atkinson, 
Pat Brennan, Fred Foster, 
Ashley Hatt, Bobby Murdoch, 
Don Philip, Nelly Seidel, Mona 
Steitieh, Merla Sulit and Terry 
Windsor.

Alyssa Charlton and Keesha 
Rajkumar received the Youth 
Award of Merit.

The Organization Award 
of Merit was presented to the 
Good Food Collective, Georgina 
Military Museum, Georgina 
Pride, Georgina Pop Up Breakfast 
Club, Shades of Hope Wildlife 
Refuge and SOS Georgina.

Steve Jacobson, a co-founder of 
SOS Georgina, which produced 
and distributed hundreds of hand-
sewn face masks to front-line 
workers during the pandemic, 
says he didn’t do it for the 
recognition.

“It’s certainly nice to be 
recognized for what you do, but 
volunteering is a very satisfying 
thing to do,” he said.

“You don’t do it for recognition. 
You do it because you have a love 
for it.”

“I am completely honoured. 
But I don’t do it for the awards,” 
added Leah Sheridan, co-founder 
of Georgina Pride.

“I do this to build a community 
where people are accepted for 
exactly who they are, and they’re 
not afraid to come out and just be 
themselves.”

Four local businesses received 
the Business Award of Merit: 
Belvedere Cookhouse, Canadian 
Tire Keswick, Corner House 
Bistro and McDonald’s Keswick.

The Town of Georgina 
also recognized Lorriane 
Hackenbrook as its 2020-21 
Citizen of the Year.

LORRAINE HACKENBROOK RECEIVES CITIZEN OF THE YEAR AWARD 

By MIKE ANDERSON
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Hackenbrook, married to 
former Ward 4 Councillor Ken 
Hackenbrook, has been involved 
in many volunteer organizations, 
including Hospice Georgina, 
Club 55 Sutton, Georgina Terry 
Fox Run, and local school 
breakfast clubs.

“Well, I’ve known Ken and 
Lorraine for years, and Lorraine 
is somebody who has selflessly 
donated of her time,” Mayor 
Quirk said.

“From the time they moved 
up here until today, she’s still 
volunteering. And that’s why 
we’ve recognized her with 
Citizen of the Year.”

“Volunteers don’t do it for the 
recognition. But it’s important 
to acknowledge their efforts. 
The number of hours they put 
in, the talents they bring, and 
the dedication they have to their 
community. It’s what makes 
Georgina special. “

COMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Friends of St James Parish 
Hall, Yard Sale, Sat, Jun 25, 9 am 
to 1 pm. Help us repurpose the 
heritage Parish Hall! (35 River St, 
Sutton)

Lake Simcoe Gardeners, Zoom 
meeting, Mon, June 27, 7 pm. 
Speaker: Ingrid Janssen, 
“Passionate about Peonies” 
Contact Marilyn: ralphcox_86@
yahoo.ca

Georgina-Brock Garden Club, 
Dahlias From History to Ha-
rvest, Mon, Jun 13, 7:30-9pm.

Georgina Military Museum, 
Military Day, Sat, Jun 18  
Re-enactments from 1812 to 
WW2. $10 entry fee (26061 
Woodbine Ave)

Club 55 Keswick, 50’s & 60’s 
Dinner & Dance, Fri, Jun 17, 7 
pm.  (130 Gwendolyn Blvd)  




 






 



 STEVEN

SARASIN
 

 

416-578-5973
steven@stevensarasin.com
www.stevensarasin.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

CERTIFIED  LUXURY HOME 
MARKETING SPECIALIST 
 

SELLING MADE EASY, CALL ME TODAY!  
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