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Couple loses everything in house fire

On May 4, Georgina Town Council 
approved a staff recommendation to make 
windrow snow clearing part of the Town’s 
regular winter maintenance.

That means seniors and residents with 
disabilities will be able to apply to get the 
Town to remove the heavy snow left by 
snow plows from the base of their driveways 
(windrow) within 24 hours of plows clearing 
the roads and sidewalks.

The annual program, which will cost 
$100,000 to operate, will run from November 
15 to March 15.

While windrow snow clearing programs 
have proved popular in other municipalities, 
there are some limitations with Georgina’s.

The service only kicks in after a minimum 
3-inch (7.5-centimetre) snowfall event.

And only one car width of snow, approx. 
7-feet will be removed from the end of the 
driveway.

Snow is not removed, but stored either 
within the boulevard or on-site, and will not 
be cleared from private driveways, private 
walkways, or sidewalks.

Also, driveways fronting private roads, 
roads undergoing development, or roads not 
yet assumed by the Town are exempt from 
the program.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Town Council approves windrow snow clearing program
By MIKE ANDERSON

him up at 3:45 am on Sunday.
“My wife comes in screaming the house is 

on fire! I could smell smoke, and the smoke 
alarms were going nuts,” he said.

“I came downstairs and discovered the fire 

By MIKE ANDERSON

A Willow Beach couple says they are lucky 
to be alive after a fire engulfed their home at 
753 Churchill Lane last weekend.

Paul Priggen, 72, was sleeping upstairs 
when his wife, Irena, 70, smelt smoke, waking 

WILLOW BEACH HOUSE FIRE

Looking for a 4 bdrm, 2 bth thoughly updated 
bungalow? This one is just steps to a private beach 
association offering firm sandy, swim friendly beach on 
the sunset side of Lake Simcoe. Views of the Lake  
from inside & out. To book that view Call TODAY!
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Still, Town staff say that if 
winter maintenance has been 
done in the past on an unassumed 
road, the windrow clearing 
service will also be available.

There are also eligibility 
requirements.

Windrow clearing will only be 
provided to households where all 
members are over 65.

However, residents under 
65 may be eligible, if they are 
physically unable to remove 
snow.

But they must provide a 
doctor’s note, on the doctor’s 
letterhead, or a disability 
certificate.

And all of the occupants of 
the address, over the age of 12, 
must also be physically unable to 
remove snow.

Applications for the service 
will be capped at 500, and will be 
considered in the order they were 
submitted.

Both online and in-person 
applications will be accepted 

once the application window 
opens on August 1. But 
applications must be submitted 
by October 15.

Applications can be dropped 
off at the Civic Centre, or 
Georgina Public Library 
branches.

Residents can submit an online 
application at www.georgina.ca.

TOWN SNOW PLOW



Speak to our knowledgeable 
and certified staff about our  
extensive selection of food, 

treats and supplies

905-722-7600 
20887 Dalton Road Sutton
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Country music festival  
coming to The Briars Resort

THE BRIAR’S DIRECTOR OF SALES MANDY MORRISON & FORREST JONES

The Briars Resort and Spa in 
Jackson’s Point, with its Victorian 
gardens, private golf course and 
19th-century buildings, seems an 
odd place to host a country music 
festival. But not according to 
concert promoter Forrest Jones. 

He believes it’s the perfect 
venue for his three-day “Live 
Laugh Love” music festival, 
which features more than 20 
artists, and runs from September 
30 to October 2. 

“Lots of people will come from 
out of town to this wonderful 
weekend festival at this beautiful 
historic resort,” he said. “It’s 
going to be a great event. You’re 
not going to be packed in like 
you are at Boots and Hearts, with 
50,000 people and you can’t get 
near the stage.” 

“We’re going to have an 
upscale country music festival, 
where people can vist The Briar’s 
restaurant and bar. But we’ll 
also have food trucks, vendors 
and a beer garden.  And if you 
purchased a VIP ticket, you’ll 
be able to come to the Saturday 
night after-party and bump 
elbows with the entertainers.” 

Jones has been able to sign 
some big names, like Gord 
Bamford, who has an extensive 
fan base in Canada. 

“I’m ecstatic with the lineup. 
For the most part, the performers 
are all musicians with music 
on the radio,” he said. “Gord 
Bamford is a big-time entertainer, 
one of the most decorated 
entertainers in Canadian country 

By MIKE ANDERSON

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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was in my garage. In less than 
five minutes, it was in the house.”

“I went back in the front door, 
got the dog out and yelled at my 
wife to get out. But she went back 
in and got two photo albums and 
tried to look for her cats.”

According to Paul, his wife 
only had time to retrieve the 
photo albums and her purse 
before the flames began to reach 
the upstairs. The three cats, who 
never go outside, are still missing.

“I couldn’t believe how fast it 
spread. I stood on the street and 
watched it take half of the house 
out in about 15 minutes,” he said.

“It’s an old wooden house, very 
combustible. In 20 minutes, the 
whole house was up in flames.”

Paul, who couldn’t retrieve his 
wallet, lost more than his ID.

The fire destroyed all his 
possessions, tools, and four 
vehicles, including his prized 
vintage car, an orange 1970 Hemi 
Barracuda.

“It was my retirement car. I’ve 
owned it for 22 years. I just had 
it out for a drive on Saturday 
afternoon,” he said.

Paul says despite losing 
everything, they are thankful to 
be alive.

“It opens your eyes to how bad, 
how fast, how serious fire is,” 
he said. “Knowing what I know 
now, I would put smoke alarms in 
every room and my garage.”

“Anybody who doesn’t have 
working smoke detectors, you’re 
out of your mind. Put lots of them 

in, and keep them working; check 
the batteries.”

Paul suspects the fire started 
in his garage, where he was 
charging a small battery for his 
garden tractor.

“The battery overheated and 
blew up. That’s probably it. But 
nobody knows for sure because 
there’s nothing left,” he said.

According to Fire Chief 
Ron Jenkins, three fire stations 
responded to the fire, with the 
first crew arriving at 4:03 am.

A total of seven fire apparatuses 
and 23 firefighters were on scene 
to battle the blaze.

“It took us an hour and a half 
to get it under control,” Jenkins 
said.

“This fire had a good hold on 
the structure prior to our arrival.”

“People don’t understand the 
speed at which fire will take 
over a residence. They only have 
seconds to get out.”

“It’s not just the fire; it’s the 
gases produced by the fire. Those 
gases ignite. And the speed is 
astronomical.”

Jenkins says the fire at 753 
Churchill Lane underlines the 
importance of having working 
smoke alarms installed in the 
right locations.

“The key to survival in any fire 
is an early notification to allow 
you to get out. It’s also crucial to 
practice your home escape plan,” 
he said.

Paul and Irena, who have lived 
on the same street for more than 

FIRE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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30 years, were touched by their 
neighbours’ kindness, providing 
clothes and emotional support.

“They all wanted to put us up. 
But my son lives six blocks from 
here. So we went to his house,” 
he said.

While the fire has been a 
traumatic experience, Paul plans 
to rebuild his house with the 
insurance money.

“I want to rebuild. I love it 

here. I’ve been here 35 years.”
But he has a warning for other 

homeowners.
“Make sure you take action 

to protect your home. So this 
doesn’t happen to you. Because 
the first thought is it’ll never 
happen to me,” he said

“I’ve dealt with wood stoves 
and stuff for 35 years. I never had 
a problem. Wake up one night; 
the house is gone.”








THE BRIARS SUPPER CLUB
INTRODUCING...

BEGINNING JUNE 1ST, 2022
Become an exclusive member of the Briars
Supper Club offered every Wednesday night in
one of our elegant dining rooms. 
 
Each month boasts a new and unique menu,
created by our extraordinary sous chef
Dondre Wright-Wynter, themed to a
particular culinary region or style.  
 
Indulge in a 3-course meal for just $49.95 plus
tax and gratuity.

LEARN MORE & BECOME A MEMBER TODAY
www.briars.ca | @briarsresort
Annual memberships: $100

FATHER 'S  DAY

BARBEQUE  BUFFET

Sunday, June 17th 11AM - 2PM
$39.95 per person plus tax and gratuity
$19.95 per child (ages 3 - 12) + tax & gratuity
Children under 3 eat free

Call today to make a reservation: 
1-800 465-2376
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Trillium grant helps Hospice 
Georgina move forward

Hospice Georgina, a 
community hospice that provides 
free programs and counselling 
for clients who are palliative or 
have a life-limiting illness, is the 
recipient of a $98,500 grant from 
the Ontario Trillium Foundation 
(OTF). The grant is from OTF’s 
Resilient Communities Fund, 
which helps not-for-profits 
rebuild and recover from the 
impacts of the pandemic.

York-Simcoe MPP Caroline 
Mulroney made the official 
announcement on April 30 at the 
Ice Palace, during Shred It!, a 
fundraising event where people 
paid $1 a pound to have their 
documents shredded. 

“Hospice Georgina means so 
much to York Simcoe,” Mulroney 
said. “Led by a team of dedicated 

employees with assistance from 
exceptional volunteers, Hospice 
Georgina provides quality of life, 
dignity and grief support to all 
those living with or affected by a 
life-limiting illness.”

“In difficult times, the team 
is here for families, making 
our community a better place. 
And throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic, they did not waver 
from their commitment to helping 
residents.”

According to Hospice 
Georgina, the grant is being used 
to purchase PPE, HEPA filters, 
and computer tablets, allowing 
clients to access programs 
virtually through Zoom.

It will also help market 
the organization to potential 
volunteers. Currently, Hospice 

By MIKE ANDERSON



Located at 26102 Hwy #48 Sutton, on the Bend 
Open Wednesday to Sundays

50% off 
E V E R Y T H I N G  I N  S T O C K ! 

Gifts, Home Decor, Moccasins,  
Chainsaw Carvings, All Displays  

and Furniture
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MPP CAROLINE MULRONEY AT ICE PALACE

Georgina has 30 volunteers 
visiting homes. But more 
volunteers are needed, especially 
males.

“The impact of this Ontario 
Trillium Foundation grant 
cannot be underestimated,” said 
Mary Margaret Thorburn, Chair 
of Hospice Georgina. “This 
grant will allow us to continue 

supporting our clients and their 
families in new and innovative 
ways throughout the pandemic 
and going forward. We will also 
be able to offer programs and 
support in the safest ways possible 
during this challenging time.”

“In addition, this grant will 
allow us to continue to reach out 
to people who might be interested 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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in joining our dedicated team of 
volunteers. Our services cannot 
be provided without our truly 
amazing volunteers. Volunteers 
are the backbone of a truly caring 
community and for providing the 
people with the opportunity to 
age well in their homes.”

One of the long-term goals 
of Hospice Georgina is to build 
a residential hospice. “Our 
dream is a residential hospice 
in Georgina,” said Executive 
Director Laurie Knapp. “That’s 
why we are doing Catch the 
Ace and taking workshops to 
help us learn how to do a capital 
fundraising campaign.”

According to Knapp, there 
are currently only 13 hospice 
beds in York Region, servicing 
a population of 1.2 million, 
including ten beds at Margaret 
Bahen Hospice in Newmarket 
and three beds at Hill House 
Hospice in Richmond Hill.

While Knapp says hospice beds 

are urgently needed in Georgina, 
they have only been able to raise 
$90,000 towards the estimated 
$10 million required to build a 
residential hospice. 

Sandra Walter-Smith, Vice-
Chair of Hospice Georgina, points 
out that with the chronic shortage 
of hospice beds, most terminally 
ill patients are being transferred 
to hospitals in Toronto, making 
it difficult for family members to 
visit their loved ones. She also says 
many people are dying at home in 
difficult, stressfull situations, and 
could receive better end-of-life 
care if residential hospice beds 
were available.

“It’s more comforting for 
the family, the patients get 
professional nursing care, and it’s 
in the community, and that’s what 
we need in Georgina,” she said.

According Ontario’s Auditor-
General, hospice beds offer more 
compassionate care and are also 
one-third of the cost of a hospital 

HOSPICE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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acute care bed.
Mulroney, surprised by the low 

number of residential hospice 
beds, promised to take the 
issue up with Christine Elliott, 
Ontario’s Minister of Health. 

“Thirteen is low, especially 
with a population that’s growing 
in York Region. Older people are 

going to need additional supports. 
Part of the work that I’m doing 
at Queen’s Park is to make sure 
that those voices and those 
concerns are brought forward. It’s 
something I’d be happy to take 
back to the Ministry of Health 
and see what we can do,” she 
said.

BRIARS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

music. And so we have him as 
our headliner on Saturday night.” 

“Friday night, we have a band 
called Tim & The Glory Boys. 
They’re one of the top trending 
artists in Canadian country music 
right now. And then you end on 
Friday night with Jason McCoy, 
from The Road Hammers. He 
was our headliner at last year’s 
Country Cares Concert at Blue 
Mountain Resort and drew 700 
people.” 

Jones expects more than 
2,000 people for Saturday’s 
lineup, with about 1,000 people 

attending the Friday and Sunday 
night concerts. 

Like all outdoor festivals, it’s 
rain or shine. But he’s hopeful 
the weather gods will be on his 
side.  

General admission is $99 for a 
day pass, and $179 for a weekend 
pass. The weekend VIP pass 
is $229 and includes parking, 
access to the front of the stage, 
and admission to the Saturday 
VIP after-party. 

For more information, visit 
www.forrestjonesentertainment.
com.
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Georgina Spring Fling 
Half-Marathon hits Lake Drive 

Following last fall’s successful 
Georgina Marathon and Half-
Marathon, which saw more than 
six hundred runners on Lake 
Drive, the inaugural Georgina 
Spring Fling Half-Marathon will 
kick off on Sunday, May 15.

While gusting northwest 
winds, intermittent rain and 
temperatures hovering around 
11 degrees Celsius presented a 
challenge for the runners last fall, 
temperatures are expected to be 
over 20 degrees Celsius. Still, 
the long-range forecast calls for 
a few showers, but less than five 
mm of rain.

“We’d like the weather to 
stay rain-free, so that would 
be fantastic if anyone could do 
that for us. But, it looks good 
actually,” said Cindy Lewis-
Caballero, co-race director.

While Lewis-Caballero 
believes the race will attract a lot 
of out-of-town runners, she says 
it’s been designed to encourage 
more local participants.

“We’re excited about this 
event because it has some shorter 
distances, 5k and 10k, which 
means that more people from the 
Georgina community will be able 
to take part in it.”

Like last fall’s event, the 
course starts at De La Salle Park 
and follows the shoreline on 

Lake Drive before turning back 
at Civic Centre Road.

“It’s on the same route as the 
fall event. So people that plan 
to race in the fall can go out and 
try out the route, try out their leg 
speed before going for the half or 
full marathon in the fall.”

Lewis-Caballero says she 
expects about 500 participants 
for the event, which is also open 
to walkers.

“We’ve created the cutoff 
times for each event so that 
someone can walk. So they’ve 
got three hours to finish the half 
marathon, and they’ve got two 
hours to finish the 5k and 10k,” 
she said.

“We want to welcome 
everyone. This one is about 
getting people who live in 
Georgina involved.”

While the event is this 
weekend, it is not too late to sign 
up. Residents can sign up online 
(www.raceroster.com) until 
midnight on Saturday.

They can also sign up in 
person at the pre-race Expo, 
from 2 to 6 pm, at The Briars this 
Saturday. There will be speaker 
presentations and a pasta dinner 
(5:30 to 8 pm), tickets can be 
purchased at www.raceroster.
com.

Last fall, a parked vehicle 

GEORGINA MARATHON, 2021

By MIKE ANDERSON
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TAXI DRIVER WANTED
WAVE TAXI, KESWICK

3 years clean driving record
Transport Passengers

ODSP Runs (Doctors appts)
If interested, please call/text

(514) 295-7533 or (905) 252-0208
Email: wavetaxi@yahoo.com

delayed the race start by almost 
30 minutes. While the Town has 
sent notices out to residents who 
live along the course, Lewis-
Caballero wants to remind 
people to move their vehicles off 
Lake Drive before the 8 am start 
on Sunday.

“Just the north side of Lake 
Drive will be closed. That’s 
where the runners will be running 
out and back in that lane. So we 
need to keep that open, so please, 
no parking on that side,” she said.

“If your house is along the 
route, just be cautious if you 
come out of the driveway. There 
will be volunteers and a course 

Marshall to help you get out.”
Last fall, due to COVID-19 

restrictions, there was no post-
race award presentation at 
De La Salle Park. However, 
this Sunday, there will be an 
award presentation and a BBQ. 
HITS 105.5 FM will provide 
entertainment, and the race 
features an Alligator mascot!

“Last year, we had to ask 
people to leave as soon as they 
were finished. But this year, 
there’ll be a little bit of a party. 
So people are welcome to hang 
around. They’ll be outdoors — 
so it will be safe.”

COMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Georgina-Brock Garden Club 
- Huge Plant Sale, Saturday, 
May 14, 10 am to 2 pm. 
Pefferlaw Lions Hall 
parking lot. Come early for the 
best selection of perennials, 
vegetables, annuals, grasses, 
herbs and more. (38 Peter’s 
Lane, Pefferlaw).

The Jewish community of 
Georgina will be completing 
and welcoming their first 
Torah scroll -- Judaism’s most 
sacred object -- with a unique 
and celebratory ceremony on 
Thursday, May 19th 2022 at The 
ROC. (26479 Civic Centre Rd, 
Keswick)

Virginia  United Church - 
Giant Yard Sale, Saturday, May 
21, 8 am to 2 pm.
Sale includes many items from a 
moving sale and some antiques. 
(28280 Hwy 48, Virginia)                 

Beaver River Museum Gift 
Shop is reopening on Saturday, 
May 21, from 1 pm to 4 pm. 
All items are hand crafted 
by local crafters and include 
hand knit items, toys, jewelry, 
preserves and so much more. 
Open weekends May and June, 
and Thursday to Monday, July 
and August.  Situated at the rear 
of the Log Cabin with entrance 
from the park. (284 Simcoe St. 
Beaverton)
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416-578-5973
steven@stevensarasin.com
www.stevensarasin.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

CERTIFIED  LUXURY HOME 
MARKETING SPECIALIST 
 

SELLING MADE EASY, CALL ME TODAY!  
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