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Town cooking ban upsets park visitors

Thirty of the 59 fatalities on Ontario 
waterways over the past two years have 
involved human-powered watercraft, 
according to a recent Ontario Provincial 
Police media release.

“Most of the vessels involved in fatal 
incidents we investigate are under six meters 
in length. Over the past two boating seasons, 
approximately half of them have been human-
powered vessels such as canoes, kayaks and 
even stand-up paddle boards,” OPP Acting 
Sgt. Terri-Ann Pencarinha told the Post.

“There have been a significant number of 
deaths in non-motorized vessels in previous 
years as well.”   

According to the OPP, out of 59 boating 
deaths (including those involving non-
motorized vessels), 52 were due to a capsizing 
or an occupant falling overboard — the same 
leading factors the OPP sees year after year 
when investigating boating fatalities.

The pandemic has encouraged more 
people to take up canoeing, kayaking and 
paddle boarding.

Human-operated watercraft are accessible, 
affordable, and require little to no licensing, 
making them attractive to beginners, 
especially during two summers of lockdowns.

“Although the pandemic has been 
instrumental in getting people outside to 
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Canoes, kayaks and paddle boards deadly during COVID
By NATHAN REID-WELFORD

Arghavan Rastegari, 27, a mortgage broker 
from Richmond Hill, who was visiting De La 
Salle Park on the long weekend with a group 
of seven friends, was surprised they couldn’t 
barbecue in the park.

By MIKE ANDERSON

The Town of Georgina’s decision to ban 
cooking at its waterfront parks is not going 
over well with out-of-town visitors, many 
calling it ridiculous and saying they won’t be 
back any time soon.

RASTEGARI (RIGHT) AND FRIEND GIVE THUMBS DOWN TO COOKING BAN

Live the lifestyle you having been looking for with this 4 
bdrm; 2 bth PRIVATE bungalow in a quiet neighborhood. 
Open concept floor plan offering magnificent waterfront 
views. 2 car att garage with entrance to house. Ample 
boat house with marine railway. Get Lakefront by  
calling DIRECT to Sandy and Laura.
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enjoy nature, it has also created 
some huge safety concerns. 
People are trying new hobbies 
and attempting activities outside 
their skill set,” Pencarinha said.

This includes inexperienced 
boaters not spending enough time 
developing skills and knowledge 
of their watercraft or neglecting 
safety precautions like personal 
floatation devices.

The OPP said that only four 
of the deceased were wearing 
lifejackets at the time of the 
incidents.

“Unfortunately, far too many 
people feel safe just having 
them on board. What they fail to 
recognize is that many dangerous 
boating incidents happen within 
seconds, not minutes, leaving no 
time to grab a lifejacket to put it 
on. By the time you realize you 
need it, more often than not, it’s 
too late,” Pencarinha said.  

“Other people don’t wear them 
because they think lifejackets are 
uncomfortable and will take away 
from their boating enjoyment. 
The reality is that lifejackets 
and personal floatation devices 
have come a long way and are 
designed with comfort in mind.”

“The ability of a properly worn 
lifejacket to save your life on the 
water cannot be overstated. The 
data speaks for itself, which is 
that more than 85 percent of 

those who die in boating deaths 
were not wearing a lifejacket. We 
hope to see more and more people 
act on this data by wearing this 
proven life-saving device rather 
than just toss it aside or store it 
onboard.”

With the boating season well 
underway, Pencarinha has the 
following advice for boaters and 
paddlers:

“Familiarize yourself with the 
boat you are operating. Check 
the condition of your vessel and 
ensure it is properly equipped for 
the boating season, regardless 
of the vessel type. Being well-
prepared is the key to safe and 
enjoyable boating. The most 
important thing a boater or 
paddler can do is to always wear 
a lifejacket.”

PADDLE BOARDERS ON LAKE SIMCOE



Speak to our knowledgeable 
and certified staff about our  
extensive selection of food, 

treats and supplies

905-722-7600 
20887 Dalton Road Sutton
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“Every park we go to usually 
has somewhere to cook or has a 
barbecue setup you can use,” she 
said.

“What will we do with all the 
chicken and stuff we brought? 
It’s going to go bad in the car.”

Rastegari said going into 
Jackson’s Point or Sutton to eat 
was not an option.

“It’s too much of a hassle. 
We’ll probably wait a couple of 
hours and go somewhere else to 
cook,” she said.

“It would be great if they had a 
designated BBQ; we would just 
cook here.”

Rastergari admits the cooking 
ban would keep her from coming 
back.

“We will go somewhere else, 
where we’re allowed to cook,” 
she said.

Adam, 44, from Newmarket, 
who didn’t want his real name 
published, is also upset about 
the ban. He said it’s not good for 
tourism.

“This is the last time I’m 
coming here. I’ve been coming 
here two, three times a year, 
every year. But, I don’t think I 
will come back again,” he said.

“I think this park will only be 
for locals, and nobody will come 
from outside. They’ll lose in the 
long run.”

Adam also didn’t want to eat at 
local restaurants due to the cost 
and potentially losing his parking 
spot.

“I come here to spend my 
whole day. I don’t want to go 
outside,” he said.

Vitoria Cimbron, 27, from 
Bradford and Andrea Inacio, 31, 
from Innisfil, brought ten family 
members, including three kids 
under nine.

“We used to like coming to 
the park because you can eat 
and then go to the beach. So we 
are disappointed that we can no 
longer do that,” Cimbron said.

“We were actually told to take 
the BBQ out of the park by a 
police officer.”

“It’s crazy. People come here to 
relax and eat with their families. 
All the food we brought is now in 
the garbage,” she said.

Cimbron was also surprised to 
see people kicked out of the park 
for breaking the ban.

“There were at least two 
groups near us that were kicked 
out,” she said.

“First came the staff and then 
the police; they just stood around 
watching us. I told them it feels 
like we are in jail.”

“It’s disappointing. It’s a small 
thing, not being able to barbecue. 
But it’s still something everybody 
enjoys in the summer.”

Iancio said they ended up 
putting the BBQ in their truck 
and driving down a side road to 
cook.

She would like to see a 
designated BBQ area built in the 
park.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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“The Barrie beach has BBQs 
that people share. They need to 
do something like that here,” she 
said.

According to a Town 
spokesperson, the cooking ban 
was introduced by the Parks 
Division and is not a bylaw 
approved by council.

“It was an operational decision 
that was implemented due to 
health and safety concerns,” said 
Tanya Thompson, the Town’s 
Communication Manager, in an 
email to the Post.

“Cooking coals were not 
being properly disposed of in the 
provided receptacles, posing a 
safety risk to visitors.”

“Bylaw and Fire have also 
responded to cooking incidents 
at parks, including a propane tank 
that exploded at De La Salle last 
year.”

Thompson says several other 
municipalities have implemented 
similar bans, which she points out 
has the added benefit of reducing 
the garbage left behind.

While Innisfil and Barrie have 
implemented cooking bans, 
Barrie provides a dedicated BBQ 
area for visitors in some parks.

Meanwhile, Orillia still allows 
portable BBQs at its waterfront 
parks, reversing a decision to ban 
them during the pandemic.

The fine for illegally cooking 
in Georgina’s waterfront parks 
is stiff at $175. And it may be 
repeated if the person refuses to 
stop cooking — so that well-done 

tube steak could end up costing 
$350.

Still, visitors who are unable to 
cook are left with few options.

There are currently no food 
trucks, hot dog stands or vending 
machines allowed in the Town’s 
waterfront parks.

According to Dan Buttineau, 
Director of Community Services, 
no food trucks or vendors will 
be allowed until staff receive the 
final recommendations from the 
Waterfront Parks Master Plan 
— which won’t be submitted 
until the end of 2022 – and after 
a refresh of the park’s bylaws are 
approved.

Iancio calls the decision to ban 
food trucks ridiculous.

“Somebody in the community 
could have their own business, 
and it would be perfect,” she said.

“Even an ice cream truck for 
kids would be something.”

Faced with a lack of food 
options, frustrated visitors 
have started removing the “No 
Cooking” signs in the park, 
hoping they won’t get fined.

According to Thompson, the 
signs will be replaced, and their 
removal is considered an offence.
While Thompson acknowledges 
visitors need to eat at the park, 
she suggests they plan ahead and 
pack a pre-made lunch or dinner. 
“Food and refreshments are an 
important part of enjoying time 
at the park, and we encourage our 
visitors to pack pre-made food 
or to check out one of our local 

COOKING CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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businesses for some great food 
options,” she said.

Ward 4 Councillor Frank Sebo 
also supports the ban.

“There have always been 
concerns about hot coals not 
being disposed of properly, 
chicken bones and fish entrails 
being left strewn on the ground, 
and the general increase in 
litter that seems to come with 
barbecuing or cooking,” he said.

“As we complete the 
Waterfront Parks Masterplan 
and begin to implement some of 
the recommended changes and 
improvements, we will perhaps 
look to accommodate the cooking 
of food again in certain designated 
areas. If there is demand for it, 
and if we can better mitigate the 
concerns.”

Dale Kerr Genge, who is 
running for Ward 4 councillor in 
the upcoming municipal election, 
also agrees with the ban. 

But she does not support the 
current prohibition on food 

trucks. 
“The presence of mobile food 

trucks will in no way affect the 
plans resulting from the parks 
master plan,” she said.

“However, I don’t believe 
it should be a free-for-all with 
respect to food trucks. The 
number should be limited, and 
preference should be given 
to food trucks that belong to 
Georgina businesses.”

Genge also supports pop-up 
stores at waterfront parks, which 
would include the sale of food.

ANDREA, VITORIA AND KIDS
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Canada Day draws big crowds 
at Pioneer Village & ROC

Georgina residents were happy 
to put the pandemic in the rear-
view mirror, as hundreds showed 
up to celebrate Canada Day on 
July 1.

York-Simcoe MP Scot 
Davidson’s free Canada Day 
BBQ at the Georgina Pioneer 
Village was followed by the 
Town’s festivities at the ROC, 
which featured live bands, beer 
gardens, and activities for kids, 
culminating with a spectacular 
fireworks display at 10 p.m.

Most people were just glad to 
gather again as a community and 
express their appreciation for 
Canada.

“I think it’s wonderful,” said 
Risa Brazil from Willow Beach.

“We are standing up for our 
beautiful country and getting 
shivers again.”

“After two years of not having 
in-person events, it’s fabulous to 
be back in person at the ROC with 
so many people, entertainment, 
music, and volunteers,” said 
Mayor Margaret Quirk.

“It means a lot to me, in terms 
of the spirit of the community, the 
spirit of our country, the freedoms 
that we enjoy.”

“We have to acknowledge our 
Indigenous communities as well. 
That there’s a history that we 
have to learn, and there’s a path 
of reconciliation that we need to 
continue on.”

“It’s vital for the community to 
get together in person, especially 
to celebrate joyous and happy 
occasions. This is what brings us 
together. And, this is what unites 
us,” added Rabbi Yossi Vorovitch, 
who brought his three children, 
aged 3,4 and 5, to Canada Day at 
the ROC.

“I brought them out today for 
them to experience what Canada 
is about; how we all get together 
with unity and respect for one 
another.”

At his BBQ, Davidson stressed 
our veterans’ role in defending 
Canada and our rights and 
freedoms.

He introduced James Parks, 
97, a WW2 veteran who landed 
with the Royal Winnipeg Rifles 
on D-Day at Juno Beach on June 
6, 1944.

Parks, who now lives in Mount 
Albert, reminded the crowd that 
thousands of Canadian soldiers 
gave up their lives to keep 
Canada free.

“We’re here because of the 
many people before us who 
helped preserve our community 
and Canada,” he said.

“There has always been 
pressure to disrupt our society. 
But I have a lot of faith in 
Canadians, regular people on the 
street. They are the people that 
come forward. They answer the 
call.”

By MIKE ANDERSON

HERCULES FLY OVER DURING CANADA DAY
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MPP MULRONEY, MP DAVIDSON, MAYOR QUIRK AND COUNCIL

RISA BRAZIL AND FRIENDS FROM WILLOW BEACH

The event’s highlight was a 
flyover by an RCAF CC-130J 
Hercules aircraft from 436 
Transport Squadron at 8 Wing in 
Trenton.

Later at the ROC, Davidson 
quoted Wilfred Laurier, Canada’s 
seventh prime minister (1896 to 
1911).

“He was asked, what is Canada 
to you? And his response was 
simple. Canada is free, and 
freedom is its nationality,” 
Davidson said.

“The promise and opportunities 
here in Canada are something that 
many of us take for granted. And 
if you look at what’s happening 
in Ukraine and Afghanistan right 

now, it’s a strong reminder of how 
fortunate we are to be able to call 
this country home and why we 
must always safeguard Canadian 
values.”

York-Simcoe MPP Caroline 
Mulroney echoed the importance 
of celebrating Canadian values.

“Canada’s about freedom. It’s 
about the freedom to be who you 
are, the freedom to worship the 
way you want, and the freedom 
to work hard — to achieve your 
dreams,” she said.

“Today is our opportunity 
to celebrate those values and 
to recognize the remarkable 
contributions of our diverse 
community.”
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Subscription box offers the 
chance to try local products 

Small business owner Chris 
Campbell offers Georgina 
residents the opportunity to 
discover local businesses and try 
Georgina-made products through 
his bi-monthly subscription 
box, Georgina Small Business 
Collective.

Campbell, who’s a beekeeper 
and owns Hiveshare, founded the 
business a-year-and-a-half ago 
and has been hand-delivering 
the boxes himself to subscribers, 
introducing them to businesses 
in town that they may not know 
about.

“I started it because I love 
where I live. I want people 
to shop here and not just in 
Toronto or Newmarket. That 
always drives me crazy; we have 
everything we need right here for 
the most part,” he said.

Campbell said he was already 
delivering for Hiveshare, so he 
decided to deliver the box as 
well.

While Georgina is growing 
significantly, with many new 
families moving in, Campbell 
believes they may not know all 
that Georgina has to offer, and 
the subscription box can help 
open their eyes.

He also wanted to help local 
retail businesses that were 
struggling during the pandemic.

“There are a lot of little 
businesses that I want people to 
see and to buy local. To keep the 

money in town, instead of all of it 
going to online retailers,” he said.

“I mean Amazon’s great, and 
we all use it to varying degrees, 
but there’s a lot of great things 
which we can get faster and 
fresher in town.”

A directory is also included 
each month to inform the 
subscribers about which 
businesses are in the box and how 
to contact the company for more 
products.

An important aspect of the 
business is that little packaging 
ends up in landfills.

He uses recyclable and 
compostable boxes, which can 
also be reused.

Many subscribers will keep 
their box until the next delivery, 
so that Campbell can pick them 
up and reuse them. The back of 
the boxes show how many times 
the box has been reused.

Each subscription box is $75, or 
you can sign up for a three-month 
subscription for $210, which 
works out to be $70 a month, or a 
six-month subscription for $390, 
which would be $65 a month.

You can visit the Georgina 
Small Business Collective 
Facebook page for more 
information and to subscribe.

Businesses interested in being 
included in the box can reach out 
on Facebook. There is a small fee 
for Campbell to collect the items 
and put them in the box.

SUBSCRIPTION BOX

By MICHELLE POIRIER
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Keswick resident Heather 
MacLaren has brought the Block 
Parent Program to Georgina to 
provide safe spaces for children, 
teens and seniors caught in 
dangerous or frightening 
situations.

According to www.
blockparent.ca, the Block Parent 
Program is a registered charity 
and the largest volunteer-run 
child safety organization in 
Canada.

A Block Parent’s home, with 
the distinctive red and white 
sign in the window, offers a safe 
refuge for children, teens and 
seniors who are lost, frightened 
or in distress.

A child, teen or senior can 
knock on the door, and the Block 
Parent will shelter them and 
call the appropriate emergency 
service (police, fire or ambulance) 
when necessary.

The window sign will only 
be up when someone over 18 is 
available to answer the door.

MacLaren came up with the 
idea after reading about teens 
being assaulted in Keswick.

“I started the Georgina Block 
Parent Community Program 
to give teens a safe place to go 
when they find themselves in a 
situation where they feel scared 
or in danger,” MacLaren said.

“I grew up in a household that 
was a part of the Block Parent 
Program back in the 80’s, and I 
will always remember coming 
home from school and seeing 

the Block Parent sign in the 
window.”

“Knowing that my parents 
were willing to open up our home 
to the children in our community 
to go to for safety made me 
proud.”

Due to her efforts, there are 
now three Block Parent houses 
in Keswick. MacLaren said she 
hopes to eventually see all 160-
plus members of the Georgina 
Block Parent Community 
Facebook group with signs in 
their windows.

“I am currently working on 
creating a Google map that 
indicates the locations of each 
Block Parent home. So, when 
your son or daughter wants to 
go out, you can show them the 
location of a home they can go 
to in case of an emergency,” she 
said.

Block Parents are screened 
by the police and are given 
instructions on the program by 
local volunteers, the website 
says.

“I would love to see more 
homes across Georgina with 
signs in their windows. The more 
of us willing to keep children, 
teens and seniors safe, the better 
and safer they will be,” she said.

If you would like to join 
the Georgina Block Parent 
Community Program, 
you can email MacLaren 
at georginabpcp@gmail.com or 
visit the Facebook page, Georgina 
Block Parent Community.

Georgina Block Parents give
sanctuary to kids & seniors
By MICHELLE POIRIER

BLOCK PARENT



The Connors family on stage during the Music in the Streets 
Festival, featuring multiple bands, kids activities, vendors and 
an all-day BBQ, held at the Georgina Pioneer Village on June 
25. 

Phyllis Baines receives certificate of appreciation from Mayor 
Quirk and council on Canada Day for 15 years of service (2004-
2019) on the Georgina Advisory Committee.  

Georgina Pride Festival event held at Georgina Centre of 
the Arts and Culture (GCAC) on June 24 & 25,  featuring live 
performances from the Devereaux Dolls Drag Family and Elton 
Joan & Diva. 

A R O U N D

TOWN
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Giant Tiger owner retires  
after 26 years of giving back 

Many of us remember the 
excitement when Giant Tiger 
opened in June 1996 in Sutton. 
No one was more thrilled than its 
owner, Glenn Dickson.

Dickson bought this small 
franchise with the vision to bring 
top merchandise to customers and 
help local charities. He achieved 
all that and more.

Now about to retire, Dickson 
looks back with pride and 
nostalgia. He started small, with 
just 9,500 sq. ft. of retail space, 
which he expanded in 2009 to 
14,500 sq. ft.

Some of the staff who started 
working with him are still there, 
like Jonathan, who came as a 
co-op student. Ryan Cronsberry, 
now the Town of Georgina CAO, 
started working at Giant Tiger 
even before it opened, building 
shelves. Today his daughter works 
there, as well as numerous other 
students.

Asked about the most 
memorable moments in his 26-
year career, Dickson mentions 
handing in donations for local 
charities.

“Some recipients even cried, 
and I cried with them,” he recalls.

So far, he’s handed out cheques 
and gift cards (each worth $500) to 
108 organizations. That’s $54,000. 
And this is above and beyond the 
regular support of sports teams 
and school programmes.

“The idea was born in 2015 
when I decided to change how we 

advertise. By reducing spending 
on ads, I was able to help local 
charities. I asked the Giant 
Tiger CEO for approval, and he 
accepted,” said Dickson.

According to Dickson, the 
Sutton Giant Tiger is the only 
one with this programme, and he 
hopes it will continue under new 
management.

Leaving his office, Dickson 
will take with him many plaques 
and medals he received for his 
outstanding contributions to the 
community, including four York 
Region Character Community 
Awards.

We thank him, too! May the 
wind always be at your back 
while you explore new roads on 
your custom-made motorcycle, 
Mr. Dickson!

STAFF PHOTO OPENING DAY AT GIANT TIGER

GLENN DICKSON

By EWA CHWOJKO-SRAWLEY
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COMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Lake Simcoe Gardeners 
-  Garden Tour, Sat, July 
16, 10 am to 3 pm. Tickets 
available at Petal Pushers 
Flower and Gift Shop (18 The 
Queensway S., Keswick) $10.00 
members/$15.00 non members. 
Or call Kathy @905-476-6979

Clearwater Farm - Summer 
Saturdays, Sat, July 16, 9 am 
to 4 pm. Join us at the farm to 
explore nature, eat and drink 
well, shop our local artisan and 
farmers market, have the whole 
family learning together with our 
art in nature programs or flex 
your mental health muscle in the 
fresh air. (1614 Metro Rd. N, 
Willow Beach)

Georgina Farmers’ Market, 
Sun, July 17, 9 am to 2 pm.  
With many great vendors 
providing  everything from fresh 
produce to hand-made crafts 
and prepared foods, you are sure 
to enjoy! (20849 Dalton Rd, 
Sutton)

Sutton Legion - Friday Night 
Dinner, July 22, 5 pm to 
6.30 pm. Chicken breast in 
a mushroom sauce. Roasted 
potatoes with garden salad. 
All welcome, $15. (21 East St, 
Sutton)

Sutton Fair & Horse Show, 
Aug 4-7. Midway Ride All-Day 
passes and discounted admission 
passes are now available at 
Sutton Hardware (20938 
Dalton Rd) and Keswick Home 
Hardware (589 The Queensway 
S). July 1st to August 3rd. 
$40 per ride pass and $10 per 
admission. 

Sutton Legion - Country Wing 
Ding - Sunday, July 31, 1 pm 
to 5 pm. Live music by Bill 
Dickinson. Wings, fries and 
onion wings. Event will be held 
outside if weather cooperates. 
(21 East St, Sutton)
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SARASIN
 

 

416-578-5973
steven@stevensarasin.com
www.stevensarasin.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

CERTIFIED  LUXURY HOME 
MARKETING SPECIALIST 
 

SELLING MADE EASY, CALL ME TODAY!  
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