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Many of them are right here in this 4 bdrm bungalow 
situated close to 2 private beach associations, 
shopping, restaurants & more! Sunny foyer has ample 
room to be a home office. Walk outs to separate decks 
from side yard & kitchen. Large pool sized yard can 
be yours by CALLING US TODAY!

Sutton Fair attracts nearly 12,000 visitors

With big crowds at the midway and demolition 
derby, and long lineups at the beer tent, it was clear 
people were eager to return to normal and enjoy 
themselves at the Sutton Fair and Horse Show over 
the weekend.

According to Jason Kay, President of the Sutton 
Agricultural Society, attendance was up from 2019, 
the last full-scale fair, with nearly 12,000 patrons 
crossing the gates. Saturday was the biggest day, 
contributing 50 per cent of the total.

Kay says the attendance might have been even 

SUTTON FAIR MIDWAY
By MIKE ANDERSON

better, but the hot temperatures — Saturday and 
Sunday were over 30 C — probably kept some 
people away, especially seniors and parents with 
infants.

“It was a big welcome back,” said Jaclyn Grossi, 
1st Vice President. “The stands were full; people 
were standing. I think everyone was just happy to 
be out. We pre-sold all the admission gate passes for 
the first time ever.”

“It was like COVID never happened,” said Kay. 
“The fair has always been the biggest event in 
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Georgina. So it’s nice to get back 
to a little bit of normal after two 
years of not having it.”

“I spent a lot of time running 
around the fair with our 
ambassadors as the chair of 
that committee, and just seeing 
everyone back out was so 
nice, just like my memory of 
every other fair,” added Emma 
Somerville, 2nd Vice President.

Despite the packed fairgrounds, 
Kay says it was challenging to 
put on this year’s event because 
of the late start.

“It was a bit rushed because it 
wasn’t until April or May that we 
were even sure we could do it. 
And by that time, it was hard to 
get volunteers,” he said.

“Some of our previous 
volunteers are a couple of years 
older and have a different lifestyle 
now. They weren’t interested in 
doing what they normally did.”

Don’t tell that to Joe Vaessen, 
91, who lives in Jackson’s Point.

Vaessen was happy the fair was 
back. He always looks forward to 
volunteering at the Knights of 
Columbus’ kitchen, cleaning and 
cutting hundreds of pounds of 
potatoes for their famous fries.

Vaessen says the organization 
hopes to donate $5,000 from 
sales to local charities, including 
two Catholic Churches, Our Lady 
of the Lake Parish in Keswick 
and Immaculate Conception in 
Sutton.

“I’m always ridiculously proud 
of the volunteers who show up 
and do the work,” Grossi said. 
“It’s nice for them to see it come 
together on these four days, and it 
sort of puts a smile on your face.”

The apple doesn’t fall far from 
the tree. Jaclyn’s parents, Rob 
and Carolyn Grossi, have run 
their pizza charity fundraiser, 
featuring pizza from Keswick’s 
Quick Pizza, during the Saturday 
night demolition derby since 
2001. This year the fundraiser 
was sponsored by realtors Wayne 
Winch and Brenda Brouwer, 
allowing more funds to go to 

Georgina Community Living and 
Hospice Georgina.

This year’s fair – the 165th 
edition – attracted a lot of folks 
from out of town.

“I’ve been here every year 
for probably the past five or six 
years,” said Tara Webster from 
the Kawarthas, whose son loves 
the Magic Carpet ride and Ferris 
wheel. “We always have it in our 
calendar for this weekend. We 
always look forward to it. It’s the 
only summer community fair that 
we go to.”

“The kids are having a blast 
on the rides,” said David Denov, 
who brought his family from 
Toronto. “We’re glad that they do 
it. It’s something to look forward 
to every year, just to come up 
and see some local crafts and the 
livestock show. The live music 
was also great.”

Georgina residents were also 
happy to be at the fair. “We’ve 
always enjoyed coming as a 
family, and we had missed it 
the last couple of years,” said 
Amanda Gordon from Belhaven. 
“We entered lots of entries in 
the junior arts and crafts and 
vegetable sections. And we have 
a flower farm, so they entered 
some of their flowers, and we had 
fun doing that.”

“We also saw Zoo To You, and 
the kids got to hold a big python. 
We’re just glad to have it back 
and excited to see people coming 
together again for it.”

FAIR CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1



Speak to our knowledgeable 
and certified staff about our  
extensive selection of food, 

treats and supplies

905-722-7600 
20887 Dalton Road Sutton
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Firefighters extinguished 
a fire in a tractor-trailer 
containing construction debris 
at the Georgina Transfer Station, 
located at 23068 Warden Ave. in 
Keswick, on August 4, due to the 
quick thinking of the truck driver 
and staff.

According to a witness, when 
smoke was detected, the trailer 
was quickly towed away from 
other combustible materials. And 
the burning contents were pushed 
out on the ground, as the trailer 
had a walkout floor.

Staff called the fire department 
immediately.

According to Fire Chief Ron 
Jenkins, five fire trucks arrived 
shortly after receiving the call 
at 7:41 a.m., and the fire was 
extinguished. The fire never 
reached the transfer station itself, 
and the trailer was not damaged.

While the exact cause of the 
fire was not determined – an 
investigation does not occur if 
there is no dollar loss or injury 

– it may have been caused by a 
discarded household battery or 
other hazardous materials in the 
construction debris.

According to Jenkins, 
household batteries can cause 
fires when they are damaged, in 
this case, by heavy machinery 
used at the transfer station, like a 
garbage compactor or front-end 
loader.

“The acid could leak out, or 
the battery terminals could come 
into contact with metal and ignite 
combustibles around it and cause 
a fire,” he said.

Jenkins says residents should 
discard their used batteries 
and hazardous materials at the 
transfer stations’ Household 
Hazardous Waste Drop-off, 
which is open Tuesday and 
Saturday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“People should dispose of 
batteries and hazardous materials 
appropriately for the safety of 
people working at the transfer 
station and firefighters.”

Fire prompts warning over 
hazardous materials in trash
By MIKE ANDERSON

GEORGINA FIRE AT TRANSFER STATION
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Portraits of Giving honours 
Beth Cowper-Fung

Merk Photography’s 13th 
annual Portraits of Giving 
recognized Beth Cowper-Fung as 
Georgina’s 2022 honouree during 
a reception held on July 27 at The 
Briars Resort & Spa in Jackson’s 
Point.

Cowper-Fung, director of the 
Georgina Nurse Practitioner-
Led Clinic (GNPLC), received 
the award for her leadership 
throughout the pandemic, 
including organizing local 
COVID-19 testing and supporting 
the Town’s mass vaccine clinic.

“Beth Cowper-Fung has 
worked in Georgina as a nurse 
practitioner since January 2009 
and is continually inspired by 
her patients to give back to the 
community and beyond,” said 
Councillor Mike Waddington, 
whose company CPG Aerospace 
sponsored the award.

“The appreciation goes 
both ways, and the thoughtful 
expression of thanks Beth 
regularly receives is a tremendous 
gift to her.”

Waddington pointed out that 
Cowper-Fung has a history of 
selfless service and giving back 
to the community. She served 
as a medic in the Canadian 
Army Reserve, worked during 
the SARS outbreak, opened the 
GNPLC in Jackson’s Point, and 
recently helped ship medical 

supplies to Ukraine.
“Understandably, the pandemic 

has been very difficult and busy 
for Beth and her team, from 
COVID testing in their parking 
lot, community centres and 
schools to running vaccine clinics 
and supporting mass vaccination 
centres, and treating patients with 
COVID. This, in addition to their 
ongoing primary care services,” 
he said.

“That said, one of Beth’s 
most memorable moments was 
setting up the local drive-thru 
COVID-19 testing day in July 
2020. We are also grateful for her 
work with the Mayor, local EMS, 
the fire department, York Region 
Public Health, and the GNPLC 
team and board.”

Mayor Margaret Quirk also 
presented Cowper-Fung with 
a certificate from the Town, 
congratulating her for receiving 
the award.

“If we needed something, I 
could always count on Beth,” 
Mayor Quirk said.

“She is a good team player 
because she values this 
community and the community 
support we do.”

Cowper-Fung said while it 
was an honour to be recognized, 
it was important to acknowledge 
the contribution made by her 
colleagues.

By MICHELLE POIRIER

MIKE WADDINGTON INTROS GEORGINA’S 2022 HONOUREE  
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FRIENDS, FAMILY & COLLEAGUES

BETH COWPER-FUNG

“This award is not just for me; 
it’s for the teamwork that happens 
at the GNPLC,” she said.

“I’m accepting this on behalf of 
the Georgina Nurse Practitioner-
Led Clinic team and everyone 
who worked with us through the 
pandemic.”

The Portraits of Giving display, 
including the portrait of Cowper-
Fung, has left Georgina and will 
be in Richmond Hill at the Lexus 
of Richmond Hill showroom 
until August 16.
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Field-to-Table returns  
featuring many local farms

Georgina’s annual Field-to-
Table Farm Tour is returning for 
its 5th year on August 20 and will 
include stops at eight local farms 
where you can learn how the food 
on your table is produced.

The self-guided tour will run 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and will 
include stops at Clearwater 
Farm (1614 Metro Rd. N.), 
Cloverhill Flowers and Hiveshare 
(2554 Old Homestead Rd.), 
Elmgrove Farm Collective (535 
Catering Rd.), Holtrop Family 
Farm (23091 Woodbine Ave.), 
Homestead Orchards (3961 Old 
Homestead Rd.), Hutchings Farm 
(8923 Morning Glory Rd.), Old 
Homestead Sunflowers (25139 
Warden Ave.), and Rae Family 
Farm (25347 Stoney Batter Rd.).

Jennifer Harrison, Director 
of Communications and 
Development at Clearwater Farm, 
says the Field-to-Table event has 
always been successful for them 
and fits in well with its Summer 
Saturdays.

It provides “a connection 
with other local companies that 
produce products that we help 
sell at our farmstand, as well as 
our own fresh vegetables, but also 
that space where the community 

can come together and learn 
about nature, enjoy good music 
and good food,” she said.

Harrison says the farmstand 
will be a mini-market, providing 
offerings from Elpida Café and 
Roastery, Suzie Bakes, A Drop of 
Sunshine and other local vendors.

They will also run morning 
yoga, woodland discovery walks 
and other events for families 
during the event.

“Clearwater Farm is all about 
community, and so to have this 
wonderful event put on by the 
Town that showcases not only 
Clearwater Farm and what 
we do, but the other farms in 
the community is an amazing 
opportunity,” she said.

“Farms and farmers and 
farming families are small 
businesses in themselves, and, 
so to be able to have people visit 
and see what we do every day, 
and also be able to showcase 
those products and services is 
invaluable.”

Amy Rae of Rae Family Farms 
says the event is a nice way to get 
to know your neighbours and see 
what is available locally.

“There’s a big disconnect with 

By MICHELLE POIRIER

ZANDRA ZALUCKY  AT ELMGROVE FARM
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LARRY PEGG GIVES TOUR OF HOMESTEAD ORCHARDS

people understanding where their 
food comes from and how their 
food is made. Unfortunately, a lot 
of people think food comes from 
the grocery store and don’t think 
too far beyond that,” she said.

“It’s good for people in the 
area to see what local products 
are available, how they’re being 
produced, and what they can get 
in their own backyard.”

Rae says The Mason Place 
will be grilling beef burgers and 
sausages at her farm and visitors 
will be able to see some of the 
farm equipment and cattle barn.

“It’s a good way to connect 
people and farms around us, 
rather than having them go to the 
grocery store where you don’t 
know where your products are 
coming from,” she said.

“There seems to be a lot more 
interest in buying locally and 
knowing where your food is 
grown.”

Gwyn Holtrop, the owner of 

Holtrop Family Farm, says it will 
be a fun and informative day, 
with people learning more about 
agriculture.

“It’s a nice way for people who 
don’t get much interaction with 
farms and farmers to get that little 
bit of information and one-on-one 
personal experience. Most people 
don’t have farmers in their family 
anymore,” she said.

Holtrop says their corn stand 
would be open, and her husband 
and sons would be around to 
answer any questions visitors 
may have about farming.

The Field-to-Table event also 
features a tour map, available 
online or at the farms. You can 
get it punched at each stop for a 
chance to win a farm-fresh gift 
basket featuring products from 
the participating farms.

For more information about 
Field-to-Table, visit www.
georgina.ca/field-table.
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Pefferlaw wildlife refugee 
needs volunteers

Shades of Hope Wildlife 
Refuge in Pefferlaw continues 
to rescue animals in need, and, 
so far, has taken in over 4000 
animals this year. But Gail 
Lenters, the founder and board 
president, says their having a 
hard time attracting volunteers.

Still, Shades of Hope, one 
of the largest wildlife refuges 
of its kind in Ontario, has 
accomplished a lot this year, 
including retrofitting their barn 
to accommodate birds affected 
by the Highly Pathogenic Avian 
Influenza (HPAI).

“That involved creating brand 
new bio-secure quarantine areas 
in our facility, which we did really 
fast. We needed to have bio-
security for any birds that came 
in. Any birds that are susceptible 
to this, which is primarily water 
birds, had to be quarantined very 
securely,” she said.

Lenters said their intake 
numbers are down 5 per cent 
from last year, possibly due to 
HPAI and many birds dying in 
the wild. 

Shades of Hope also plans to 
build a fox pen this year, and 
is working with the Town of 
Georgina to obtain permits for 
their planned raptor aviary, which 
had been delayed and is expected 
to be completed in 2023.

Volunteers and staff recently 
released 45 Ring-billed Gulls into 
Lake Ontario. After nearly 100 

baby gulls were brought to them 
in June, when the birds jumped 
off the roof of their nesting site 
on a building in Toronto to get 
away from the hot tar. Lenters 
said the rest of the gulls will be 
released soon.

Although less people are 
volunteering, Lenters says the 
community continues to support 
Shades of Hope with donations.

Recently, Scarlett, a 5-year-
old girl from Pefferlaw, with 
help from her mom, Stephanie 
Christensen, started selling 
handmade crystal bracelets to 
raise funds for Shades of Hope.

“She’s raised nearly $700, 
well beyond what we thought. 
She’s worked super hard this 
summer making the bracelets,” 
Christensen said. 

“What started as a small 
fundraiser has turned into a huge 
community thing, and she’s sold 
all of the 40 bracelets she made.”

If you are looking to help, 
Shades of Hope needs volunteers 
who are 18 and older who can 
commit long-term to one shift 
a week, as the position involves 
training. 

There is also a part-time 
position open for a mature person 
who can help answer the phones 
and deal with stressful calls.

For more information, 
visit their website at www.
shadesofhope.ca.

BABY GULLS AT SHADES OF HOPE

By MICHELLE POIRIER
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Fundraising Dinner forFundraising Dinner for
Ukrainian RefugeesUkrainian Refugees

What would you pack with you 
if you only had one backpack and 
you needed to leave your home 
maybe for forever? Millions of 
Ukrainians now know an answer 
to this uneasy question, because, 
when Russian invaders came and 
started shooting innocent people 
and bombing all the houses they 
could reach on the way, they were 
forced to do it. Very quickly.

Unfortunately, I am one of 
them. Never in my life I would’ve 
thought I will become a refugee 
and rush to another country to 
save my life. Well, as the saying 
goes, never say never.

Today, everyone who follows 
world events at least a little, 
knows where Ukraine is and 
what is happening there. It 
wasn’t always like that. All my 
life I have lived in a very calm, 
relatively small country, where 
nothing significant happens, and 
life obeys a calm and somewhat 
boring rhythm. And it seemed 
that it would always be so. 
Looking back, I can say with 
confidence – I was so happy! 
Now I understand that it was 
so stupid to worry about little 
things, and I would gladly go 
back to those old “problems” of 
mine.

But everything changed in one 
day. February 24, 2022, began 
unusually early – with the sound 
of a powerful explosion at 5.30 
am when a Russian missile hit 
an airfield only 15 km away from 

my town. Then there were 40 
days in occupation, panic and an 
all-consuming fear.

One thing I can say for sure: 
nothing can prepare you for 
cruelty of reality. When war 
comes to your house, everything 
turns out to be a hundred times 
worse than you might think. For 
me, the most terrible thing was 
complete helplessness, when I 
realized that myself (and, worst 
of all, my child) can be killed or 
raped at any moment, and there 
is no escape. 

Well, almost 6 months later, 
I’m among the lucky ones. 
Here, in Canada, among truly 
wonderful people, I finally 
feel safe. Canadians are now 
collectively performing a miracle 
– they volunteer time and money, 
open their homes and souls to 
those who need it. Canadians 
aren’t only helping thousands 
of Ukrainians survive, but also 
restoring faith in humanity! But 
still so many Ukrainians need 
help, and although there is less 
and less talk about Ukraine on 
TV, the war continues, and Putin 
isn’t stopping.

Iryna Paltseva and her 
husband Oleksandr and 
daughter Aryna stayed in 
Jackson’s Point for one month 
before moving to Toronto in 
June to find work. They left 
Ukraine on April 7, after living 
under Russian occupation in 
Melitopol for 40 days. 

Canadians are restoring my 
faith in humanity
By IRYNA PALTSEVA

ARYANA, IRYNA &  OLEKSANDR



Raising the Pan-African Flag on Emancipation Day at the Civic 
Centre on August 1

Yoga class at the inaugural Georgina Yoga and Music Festival 
held at Clearwater Farm on July 30.  Photo: Tom Sandler

Getting too close to a dinosaur at the Pefferlaw Area Ratepayers 
(PAR) Family Picnic on August 1

A R O U N D

TOWN
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Keswick youth set to perform 
at Rising Star competition

Twelve year-old Idara Udom 
from Keswick will perform 
at the CNEs annual Rising 
Star Competition, held on 
the International Stage at the 
Enercare Centre from August 19 
to September 4.

“I’m nervous, but excited,” said 
Idara, who has never performed in 
front of a large audience.

Idara, who attends Lake Simcoe 
P.S., has been singing since the 
age of 3, and playing guitar since 
the age of 5.

While she likes songs by Bruno 
Mars and Alicia Keys, Idara has 
selected Listen by Beyonce for 
her CNE performance.

“Music is very important to 
our family. It flows from one 
generation to the other,” said 
Idara’s mother, Eunice, who also 
sings, mostly in choirs.

Idara’s father, Inemesit, also 
plays bass guitar and piano and 
has performed in several “family” 
bands in his native Nigeria, while 
her brother, Imo, 11, plays piano.

In 2020, Eunice decided it was 
time for Idara to get serious about 
performing and she hired Frank 
Ohikhuare, a vocal coach from 
Nigeria.

Idara also recently enrolled in 
online guitar classes offered by 
the prestigious Berklee College of 
Music in Boston.

“Idara was supposed to go 
for America’s Got Talent, but 
she said she wasn’t ready, so we 
didn’t push her,” Eunice said.

“But when the CNE came up, I 
asked her if she wanted to do that 
and she said yes.”

Idara was selected from 
hundreds of young vocalists, 
dancers and performers from 
across Ontario, who auditioned 
for a chance to win prize money 
and showcase their talents on a 
big stage.

Previous winners of the 
competition include crooner Matt 
Dusk, and choreographer Blake 
McGrath (So You Think You Can 
Dance/MTV’s DanceLife).

Contestants aged 6 to 21 
are judged on their natural 
ability, audience appeal, stage 
presence and the quality of their 
performance.

Idara is planning to attend the 
music program at Huron Heights 
S.S. in Newmarket and hopes 
one day to become a professional 
musician.

IDARA WITH FAMILY

By MIKE ANDERSON
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COMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sutton Legion - Friday Night 
Dinner,  Aug. 12, 5 pm to 6:30 
pm. Steak/baked potato and 
Caesar salad, $15. (21 East St, 
Sutton)

Jackson Point Parkette - The 
Painted Perch Festival, Sat, 
Aug. 13, 12 to 5 pm. Music by 
Neal Chapman, 12 to  2 pm; The 
Connors Brothers, 2:30 to 4:30 
pm.  Lot’s for kids, including 
a fishpond and casting contest, 
nerf shooting gallery, jewellery 
making and face painting. Come 
and vote for the best Painted 
Perches! (21093 Dalton Rd)

Georgina Farmers’ Market, 
Sun, Aug. 14, 9 am to 2 
pm. You’ll find all kinds of 
interesting people and products. 
With many great vendors 
providing  everything from fresh 
produce, hand made crafts and 
prepared foods, you are sure to 
enjoy! (20849 Dalton Rd)

Field-To-Table, Georgina’s 
Farm Tour, Sat, Aug. 20, 10 am 
to 4 pm. Each stop on this self-
guided tour will offer unique 
experiences where you can 
learn about farming, take tours 
and taste food made with fresh 
products. Visit: www.georgina.
ca/field-table

Sutton Legion - Georgina 
Post Fundraising Dinner for 
Ukrainian Refugees, Sun, Aug 
28, 3 to 7 pm. Borscht, perogies 
& cabbage rolls. Proceeds to 
Canadian Red Cross. Tickets 
$25. www.eventbrite.ca/
Georgina Post Fundraising 
Dinner for Ukrainian Refugees. 
Limited tickets at door. (21 East 
St, Sutton)

Sutton Legion - Ladies 
Auxiliary Yard Sale, Sat, Aug. 
13, 9 am to 2 pm. Car Wash! 
BBQ! (21 East St, Sutton)




 






 



 STEVEN

SARASIN
 

 

416-578-5973
steven@stevensarasin.com
www.stevensarasin.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

CERTIFIED  LUXURY HOME 
MARKETING SPECIALIST 
 

SELLING MADE EASY, CALL ME TODAY!  
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