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YEAR ‘ROUND VACATION
Don’t let your summer vacation end! CALL us TODAY to see this 
4 bdrm, 2 bth DIRECT LAKEFRONT with approximately 80 ft of 
frontage. Natural gas heat, high speed internet, cable and handy 
to shopping, restaurants, medical & more! 2 car garage has 
entrance to house. Boat house includes marine railway  
with electric winch. CALL TODAY to live your vacation for life!

Local amateur boxing champion turns pro 

Melinda Watpool, a five-time national amateur 
boxing champion, is set to fight her first professional 
bout on September 9 at the CAA Centre in Brampton.

Watpool, 33, who lives on her family’s farm on 
Lake Ridge Rd in Pefferlaw, won her first amateur 
fight in 2007 at 18 and has since won over 60 fights.

Her amateur career has taken her worldwide, 
travelling with Canada’s national team to two 
world championships and multiple international 
tournaments in Russia, Turkey and China.

“I’m looking forward to taking it to the next 

MELINDA ON THE FAMILY FARM
By MIKE ANDERSON

level,” Watpool said. “It’s a different sport. There’s 
an entertainment aspect to it.”

“A few friends have gone professional after good 
amateur careers, and I’ve worked some of their 
corners. So just seeing that, I thought I could do 
this.”

A recent trip to New York’s Madison Square 
Garden, a mecca for professional boxing, also 
influenced her decision to turn pro.

Watpool saw two female boxers, Katie Taylor and 
Amanda Serrano, featured for the first time as the 
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main event.
“The place was packed. They 

got paid pretty good money. And 
people were supportive. It was a 
really good fight,” said Watpool, 
who is confident she can succeed 
in the pro boxing world.

“You have to put in your time 
and have the right people around 
you. But there are opportunities 
to do well.”

Watpool definitely has the 
right person in her corner. Her 
coach is Dewith Frazer, who 
owns Dewith’s Boxing Club 
in Mississauga. Frazer is a 
former Olympian and three-time 
Olympic boxing coach.

While COVID wreaked havoc 
with her training regime, Watpool 
stayed in shape by lifting weights, 
running on country roads, and 
sparing whenever she could.

“Boxers don’t have to run 
far because our fights aren’t 
technically that long,” she said. 
“You’re doing between five and 
six kilometres, but at a faster 
pace.”

“I have a heavy bag in my 
garage that I use as well. And then 
I do conditioning with weights. 
My older sister is a kettlebell 
lifter. So, it’s been really good.”

Still, Watpool hasn’t been able 
to formulate much of a game plan 
because there isn’t any video of 
her opponent.

“I don’t know much about her. 
I know she is from Mexico and 
has one win by a knockout and 
one loss by a knockout,” she said.

But Watpool’s not worried.
“With amateur fights, you get 

that too. You often don’t know 
who you’re fighting,” she said.

“You have a little bit of a game 
plan, but sometimes you have to 
change in the fight. And, you’re 
looking to your coach sometimes 
to recognize what you need to 
change. And some of it, you have 
to recognize yourself.”

Watpool is thankful her family 
supports her as she begins a new 
boxing career.

“I probably would’ve done it, 

even without their support. But it 
makes a big difference. I’m lucky 
to have them. They help a lot,” 
she said.

She also gets plenty of 
encouragement from folks in the 
community.

“People are excited about it. 
And they have a lot of questions. I 
also work at Pefferlaw Hardware, 
so a lot of the customers have 
seen the poster and like to talk 
about it. They seem pretty into 
it,” she said.

Watpool says she’s always 
been fascinated with the sport, 
watching every boxing movie 
and documentary she can get her 
hands on.

She laughs when asked if 
she identifies more with Rocky 
Balboa or Apollo Creed from the 
classic Rocky films.

“I’m a little bit of a combination 
of the two,” she said.

“I can move and jab and be a 
little bit slick, but I can brawl as 
well. So I feel like I’ve got the 
best of both.”

Tickets for Watpool’s first 
pro fight with United Boxing 
Promotions, scheduled for 
Friday, September 9 at 7 p.m., are 
available on Ticketmaster.ca.

Ticket prices range from $40 to 
$58. Enter Melinda as a coupon 
code before you select your 
tickets to get five per cent off.

BOXER CONT. FROM PAGE 1



Speak to our knowledgeable 
and certified staff about our  
extensive selection of food, 

treats and supplies

905-722-7600 
20887 Dalton Road Sutton
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Six candidates vie for mayor






Rob Grossi likes to keep his 
cards close to his chest when 
it comes time to declare his 
candidacy for public office. 

The five-time mayor and 
current Regional Councillor 
is known to wait until the last 
minute. And this time around, it 
was no different.  On August 19,  
the last day for candidates to file 
their nomination papers, Grossi 
issued a press release announcing 
his decision not to seek re-
election on October 24, ending 
his run as Regional Councillor 
and persistent rumours that he 
might run for mayor. 

It was, no doubt, welcome 
news for Dawn Zimmermann 
and Naomi Davidson, who 
are candidates for Regional 
Councillor — Grossi defeated 
Davidson in 2018. 

But it was also good news 
for incumbent Mayor Margaret 
Quirk, who has sparred with 

Grossi in council over the past 
four years. Still, Mayor Quirk 
faces a total  of five challengers:  
George Sheffield, Ralph 
Hirmann,  Jeffrey Cathcart, Frank 
Sebo, and Boris Godzinevski, 
who ran against Quirk in 2018 
and got 2,353 votes. Quirk was 
elected with 5,391 votes.  

While the field is crowded, 
it should be welcome news to 
voters — more choice is a good 
thing. 

After all, in 2018, three out 
of five Georgina wards saw 
candidates acclaimed, with no 
one running against Dan Fellini 
(Ward 2),  Dave Neeson (Ward 3) 
or Dave Harding (Ward 5). As a 
result, voter turnout in 2018 was 
abysmal-just 26.7 per cent, down 
from 39.6 per cent in 2014. 

With a six-way race for mayor 
and all the wards being contested, 
this time there’s no excuse not to 
vote.
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Field-to-Table draws visitors 
from near and far

THE ONGS AT RAE FAMILY FARMS

The Town of Georgina’s 5th 
Annual Field-to-Table Farm 
Tour, held on August 20 and 
featuring nine farmers at eight 
stops, was a big hit, with visitors 
keen to find out how the food 
they eat is made. According to 

the Town, most the farms made 
about $1,000 during the event, 
with some reporting more than 
400 visitors. 

Many had hearty appetites, 
with visitors at Rae Family 
Farm consuming more than 

By MICHELLE POIRIER
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MICHAEL WILSON AT CLEARWATER FARM

100 hamburgers and sausages 
expertly barbecued by The 
Mason Place. 

Michael Wilson, Director of 
Operations at Clearwater Farm 
in Willow Beach, said it was a 
busy day with many new faces 
stopping by.

“I think a lot of the people 
are new. People are moving to 
Georgina, and for the Town to 
get behind this day and showcase 
local farms is so important,” he 
said.

Keswick residents Sandra and 
Jerry Haba visited several farms 
with their daughter Milana, who 
said she was learning a lot about 
farming.

“She loves to see the animals, 
and she loves to go to the farm 
and explore and learn all kinds of 
new things,” Jerry Haba said.

The couple said this was the 
first time they had attended Field-
to-Table, though they had always 
wanted to. They said it does a 
great job of building awareness 
of local farming and support for 
farmers in the community.

Kevin Hutchings, the owner 
of Hutchings Farm in Pefferlaw, 
likes to use the day to educate the 
public. He said, this year, visitors 
had a lot of thoughtful questions.

“For those customers who 
don’t come any farther than the 
storefront — which means they 
don’t often get past the barn — it 
shows them how the food they’ve 
bought is grown,” he said

Chris and Jane Ong, with their 
daughter Madden, drove from 
Toronto to visit the farms after 
seeing the event posted online.

“It’s great. It’s bringing 
visibility to how people farm,” 
Jane Ong said. “There’s a 
common theme in many of these 
farms; they’ve been in the family 
since at least the grandparents’ 
generation.”

“So it’s nice to see why they’ve 
continued to farm, how they’re 
doing it, and what practices 
they’ve adopted.”

Madden said she had fun, and 
her favourite part of the day was 
seeing the cows at Rae Family 
Farms in Pefferlaw.

The Ongs said it was important 
for them to bring their daughter, 
so she understands that her food 
doesn’t come from a supermarket.  
“People need to know that there’s 
a farming culture still alive 
and well in Ontario. And it’s 
important to understand how this 
makes the rest of our cities run,” 
Jane Ong said.
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Painted Perch Festival  
returns to Jackson’s Point

STEVE JACOBSON PRESENTS BEST 7-11 FISH TO ROC KLOBUCAR

The Painted Perch Festival 
made its triumphant return on 
August 13 after a two-year hiatus, 
with hundreds of people, young 
and old, packing the Jackson’s 
Point parkette  to experience the 
simple joys of being a kid again.

The nerf shooting gallery, 
jewellery-making table, costume 
characters, and face painting put 
a smile on just about every kid’s 
face.

Meanwhile, the grown-ups, 
also in a good mood, enjoyed 
dozens of vendors and crafters 
while tapping their toes to live 
music from local favourites Neal 
Chapman & The Bad Brothers 
and The Connors Brothers.

There was also no shortage of 
good eats, including delicious 
Argentinian empanadas from 
Wela’s Kitchen and ice cream 
from Happy Treats, where for the 
price of $3.50, one could try the 
“Green Monster,” a chocolate-
dipped dill pickle with sprinkles.

And, of course, there was a 
chance to judge an impressive 
selection of painted perches, pre-
purchased as cutouts and painted 
by entrants, with more than one 
person second-guessing their 
choices.

One of the biggest smiles 
belonged to Steve Jacobson, 
Chair of the Jackson’s Point 
BIA, who organized the festival, 

traditionally the largest summer 
event at the Point.

“It’s important to bring 
people out in public again,” 
said Jacobson, who started the 
festival more than ten years 
ago and began planning for this 
year’s event in January.

“It’s good to be back outside, 
have music in the park, and have 
a lot of vendors.”

“The parkette was jammed 
with 35 vendors thanks to 
The Pop Up Vendor Guy, Phil 
Greenspoon, who did an amazing 
job. “

Jacobson says the festival 
has become a signature event 
in Georgina, and even draws 
people from outside the town — 
25 per cent of this year’s ballots 
had postal codes from outside 
Georgina.

“We do advertise outside the 
area. And the other interesting 
thing is we get a big increase from 
people coming from Keswick. 
And that’s great because they 
don’t often come to Jackson’s 
Point,” he said.

While the festival provides 
family fun and a much-needed 
tourism boost to Jackson’s Point, 
it’s also a great outlet for local 
artists, and those who aspire to 
be artists.

“If you see the work that’s here 

By MIKE ANDERSON
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OLIVA, 3, SHOWS OFF HER PAINTED PERCH

today, it’s hard to pick a winner 
in a lot of these categories,” 
Jacobson said.

“It’s great to see so many 
entries from artists who have 
participated in every Painted 
Perch since we started, and we 
have a ton from first-timers.”

A total of 450 ballots were 
cast for the painted perches, 
which were grouped into seven 
categories.

While there were some repeat 
winners, like local artist Haylee 
Marfleet, who has won six times, 
there were also lots of first-time 
winners, including Jacobson’s 
granddaughter Emma, who tied 
for 3rd place in the under-six 
category.  For a full list of winners 
visit, paintedperchchallenge on 
Facebook. 

Jacobson wants to give a shout 
out to all the sponsors that made 
the festival possible this year, 
including the Town of Georgina, 
Jennifer Jones EXP Realty, Team 

Peroff Keller Williams, Walker 
Property Management and New 
K Country 93.7 FM.

While he still thinks of the 
festival as his baby, Jacobson 
is looking for someone to take 
it over next year. “I’m one guy. 
I got helpers to help on the day, 
but it’s still a lot of work,” he 
said.“It’s time for somebody new 
to take it over with new ideas. 
I’ll be glad to help. But we need 
someone new to do it all.”
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The Kibble House closing 
this Fall

DIANE AND JOHN

The Kibble House, a favourite 
with pet owners in Pefferlaw, will 
be closing its doors in September.

Owners Diane Meharg, 63, 
and John Dewar, 66, are retiring 
and moving to Bobcaygeon to be 
closer to family.

Meharg has young 
grandchildren and a 91-year-old 
mother to care for, and Dewar 
is looking forward to spending 
more time canoeing.

“We work six days a week, 
so there’s not enough personal 
time,” Meharg said. “Time is so 
valuable, and your family is too.”

“We’ve also lost a few people 
over the year, so it makes you 
think twice,” added Dewar.

The couple sold the business 
earlier this year, hoping the new 
owner would continue to operate 
the pet food store; however, he’s 
since changed his mind.

“We were trying to get 
someone to take over the 
business, which would’ve meant 
a lot for me, to keep it going for 
the community,” Meharg said.

“But unfortunately, it didn’t 
work out. So last week’s been 
difficult. Very hard for me to tell 
people.”

Meharg and Dewar started the 

business nearly ten years ago, 
naming the store after the Kibble 
department store.

“We thought about the name 
and knew that the house was 
known as the Kibble house. 
Because the Kibble’s ran a store 
here many years ago, it was a 
bit of a nod to them and kibble, 
a primary product we sell here. 
And thus the name was born,” 
Dewar said.

“When we first started thinking 
of opening a pet store here, 
people thought we were crazy,” 
Meharg said.

But the couple did their 
homework before taking the 
plunge.

“We did a lot of market 
research and found out there 
were 85,000 dogs in Georgina. 
And at that time, only 23,000 
were licensed,” Dewar said.

“So the lightbulb went off, and 
we thought maybe there’s a real 
need here.”

While the store started selling 
dog and cat food, over the years, 
they began bringing in a host 
of weird and wacky creatures, 
including various reptiles and 
live rats.

But Meharg says the only 

By MIKE ANDERSON



  08.24.2022  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM    9 n

animal she had a problem with 
was a pet tarantula.

“We had somebody who had a 
tarantula their kids didn’t want, 
and they asked whether I would 
take it. And I said, sure, it can 
stay here. But I would not touch 
it or hold it,” Mehart admitted. 
“I’m more of a dog and cat 
person.”

Since opening the store, 
Mehard and Dewar haven’t 
looked back, building a loyal 
customer base by special 
ordering pet food and providing 
excellent customer service.

Ironically, their best years were 
during the pandemic, when they 
closed the store to customers and 
focused on home deliveries.

“We’re going out on a high 
note which is satisfying to me 
but also bittersweet,” said Dewar.

The couple says they’ll miss 
their customers and watching 
their puppies grow up.

“When you develop 

relationships, even business 
relationships with people, it 
becomes personal,” Dewar said.

“You know the families, 
their dogs; you are always there 
for them every month. You’re 
ensuring they have their needs 
filled, which is very satisfying. 
And when you get up in the 
morning, you know you’re doing 
something decent.”

“We want to thank all the 
people who’ve come and 
supported us over all these 
years. Because without them, 
we wouldn’t have been here this 
long,” Meharg said.

Meharg wants customers to 
know the owner of Global Pet 
Foods in Uxbridge will still accept 
their loyalty cards. However, the 
nearest pet food store is A5 Pet & 
Bird Depot in Beaverton.

The Kibble House will be 
holding a final sale on Saturday, 
September 3, with most items up 
to 50 per cent off.



Madelyn Grossi representing the Sutton Fair and Horse Show 
was crowned 2022 CNE Ambassador of the Fairs on August 22. 
Grossi will perform official duties for the remainder of the EX, 
and travel to all agriculture fairs in the province. 

The Jennifer Jones Team held their charity carwash in 
Jackson’s Point on August 18. Sheldon Sumners brought his 
tractor for a wash. The carwash raised $2,150 for the Georgina 
Community Food Pantry and Georgina Animal Shelter.

York-Simcoe MP Scot Davidson was named 2022 Produce 
Champion by the Canadian Produce Marketing Association 
(CPMA) on August 9 at Gwillimdale Farms in Bradford 

A R O U N D

TOWN
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Mariupol’s survivors find 
peace in Jackson’s Point

Today, the whole world 
trembles with horror hearing the 
word Mariupol.

What happened to this 
unfortunate city, where Putin 
chose to demonstrate his 
ruthlessness, is already being 
compared to the devastation 
inflicted on places like Aleppo 
and Sarajevo.

But behind the chilling 
pictures from the world’s media, 
there are real people. One of the 
cottages in Jackson’s Point has 
now become home to a lovely 
refugee family from Mariupol, 
Ukraine.

Surprisingly, this family has 
not forgotten how to smile. After 
all, they had to go through a real 
hell.

Karina and her two children 
(eight-year-old Danil and three-
year-old Dasha) spent a terrible 
20 days during the occupation in 
Mariupol.

They miraculously survived 
when a missile hit their apartment 
building. They were forced to 
take shelter in a nearby pet store, 
where they cooked food on a fire, 
and had to get drinking water 
literally under a hail of bullets.

Her husband Alexi, who 
had left for Canada in the Fall 

to work, almost went crazy. 
Due to the complete lack of 
communication, he didn’t know 
what happened to his family for 
more than three weeks.

Fortunately, Karina managed 
to keep her children alive, and got 
to Poland. They had nothing, just 
the clothes they were wearing. 
Due to the lack of documents, 
Karina waited in Warsaw for four 
months to receive a visa. The 
reunion of the family took place 
on July 24 on Canadian soil. The 
day they hugged each other again 
is now considered the happiest 
day in their lives.

The Jackson Point community 
has come together to help this 
Ukrainian family. Alexi’s boss 
gave them his cottage to live in, 
and caring neighbours collected 
all the things necessary for life, 
from clothes and shoes to dishes, 
bedding, and toys.

There are still many challenges 
ahead — learning English, 
attending school, incorporating 
into society, and finding their 
own home and car. 

But Karina and Alexei are sure 
of one thing: “We definitely can 
do all this! As long as we are 
surrounded by Canadians-the 
kindest people on the planet.” 

By IRYNA PALTSEVA

ALEXI, KARINA AND KIDS
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Editor’s note: The Post has set 
up a GoFundMe page (https://
gofund.me/d8d40984) to help 

pay for $1,000 in repairs needed 
to safety-check a donated van for 
the family.

COMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jerico Youth Services - Family 
Fun Fest, Sat, Sept. 10, 10 am 
to 2 pm. Celebrating its 40th 
year providing free after-school 
and recreational programs to 
children/youth in Georgina, 
Jerico is inviting everyone to 
a Family Fun Fest at The Link 
(20849 Dalton Road, Sutton)

Georgina-Brock Garden Club 
- Shrubs for all Seasons.  Mon, 
Sept 12, 7:30 pm, Pefferlaw 
Lions Hall. Gini Sage of the 
Durham Master Gardeners will 
review various shrubs and their 
outstanding features including 
the newest offerings available 
for our area.  Shrubs bring 
structure, colour and seasonal 
interest to perennial beds and 
landscapes. Everyone welcome. 
(38 Pete’s Lane, Pefferlaw)

Sutton Legion - Corn Roast, 
Sat, Sept.17, 4 to 8 pm. Live 
music by Erin Blackstock 
& Stuart Narduzzo, playing 
acoustic covers and original 
songs. $25 per person. Steak, 
Corn on the Cobb & Potatoes. 
Tickets only available until Sept 
11.  (21 East St, Sutton) Tel: 
905-722-8171.

Hospice Georgina is hosting its 
Annual General Meeting  
on Mon, Sept 19, 7-9pm.
Everyone is welcome to attend 
at the Link (20849 Dalton Rd, 
Sutton)

HELP WANTED Sutton 
Legion. Tel: 905-722-8171 
Custodian ($16/hr) and 
Bartenders ($15/hr).  Bartenders 
must have Smart Serve. 
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STEVEN
SARASIN
 

 

416-578-5973
steven@stevensarasin.com
www.stevensarasin.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

CERTIFIED  LUXURY HOME 
MARKETING SPECIALIST 
 

SELLING MADE EASY, CALL ME TODAY!  


