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Job Fair aims to boost local employment
APPROVED FUNDING OPTION
UNDER THE
ONTARIO AUTISM PROGRAM
•ABA/IBI THERAPY
•PSCYHOEDUCATIONAL/
PSYCHOLOGICAL
ASSESSMENTS
•SCHOOL READINESS
GRADES K-8
•SOCIAL SKILLS GROUPS
•DIRECT INSTRUCTION
• SOCIAL THINKING
• ZONES OF REGULATIOKN
• TYPEWRITING
•GROWTH MINDSET
•ADAPTED CBT
•AFTER SCHOOL
PROGRAMS

ANTHONY DIGIOVANNI

By MIKE ANDERSON

23324 WOODBINE AVE
KESWICK, ON

AUTISMUNPLUGGED.CA

If you are looking for a full-time job, the Georgina
Job Fair is a great place to start. On September
15, from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m., the Georgina Job Fair
at the Link in Sutton will host over a dozen local
employers, including Buchner Manufacturing,
Town of Georgina, and RHS Health Care Service.
The job fair also offers career advice from
specialists in employment, training, education

and career development. And there’s free resume
coaching and childcare available on-site through
Jericho Youth Services.
“We’re expecting about 100 people, and we
hope to have close to 30 employers registered,”
said Anthony DiGiovanni, a Community Support
Worker with Routes Connecting Communities,
which is sponsoring the job fair along with the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

WHERE DREAMS ARE MADE...
Build your dream home on this private 10 acre property
priced attractively at $399,000! 250 ft frontage with a
sizable area already clear of trees. Recent Topographical
survey available. Located handy to highway, golfing,
marina & town. CALL US TODAY to make your
dreams come true!
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Editorial: Why can’t I buy a
hot dog at the beach?
Georgina was “unofficially”
deemed Ontario’s food truck
capital this summer by the
Culinary Tourism Alliance,
which works with communities
to grow food tourism.
It’s great publicity for our
local food trucks, which serve
everything from burgers and fries
to pizza, poutine, and even deepfried pickles!
So why are these same food
trucks, celebrated by the Culinary
Tourism
Alliance,
banned
from operating in Georgina’s
waterfront parks?
It’s a head-scratcher, especially
since the Town has imposed a
cooking ban this summer in all of
its waterfront parks — not only
can you not cook your own hot
dog, you can’t buy one either.
Locals have told us that this
wasn’t always the case. In years
past, beach-goers could choose
from a cornucopia of delectable
treats offered by concession
stands, including ice cream and
popcorn.
So why is the Town playing
hardball with local food trucks?
Because apparently, it’s waiting
for Council to approve the
Waterfront Parks Master Plan
before it can update its bylaws
It seems odd that local
businesses, who have been hit
hard by the pandemic, must wait

for an update to a bylaw before
they can sell to thousands of
day-trippers who flock to our
waterfront parks and are literally
starving.
After all, this summer, food
vendors have already been
allowed in De La Salle Park for
special events, like the Georgina
Marathon, and an ice cream truck
was operating in Jackson’s Point
Parkette for the Painted Perch
Festival.
The Park Division’s decision
to ban cooking was made without
approval from Council; it was an
operational decision.
Why can’t it do the same for
local food trucks and vendors,
so they can sell their food at the
beach while there is still some
summer left?
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Speak to our knowledgeable
and certified staff about our
extensive selection of food,
treats and supplies

905-722-7600
20887 Dalton Road Sutton
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Town of Georgina, Georgina
Chamber of Commerce and
Georgina Community Action
Table (Georgina CAT).
“All the employers have
openings, and they’re looking
for people to hire. So people
will have the opportunity to go
to the various booths and speak
with the representatives to see if
those jobs are a fit for them. We
also have a one-on-one resume
prep station, hosted by Job Skills
and the Town of Georgina, and
printing and copying services. So
if people need to make additional
copies of their resume to hand
them to multiple employers, they
can do so.”
According to DiGiovanni, most
of the jobs pay above minimum
wage, starting at $17 an hour.
“We were mostly looking for jobs
over minimum wage,” he said.
“However, some employers, like
Canadian Tire, have minimum
wage jobs, but we invited them
because they offer good career
paths. If you start as a stock
person, there’s a possibility you
could move up into sales, HR or
something else.”
DiGiovanni says the job fair
will help local employers facing
labour shortages. “People who
worked remotely and had to go
back found another remote job.
There’s also people who went
on unemployment or decided to
retire early; they are no longer
in the labour force,” he said. “A
lot of employers need to hire to
replace those workers.”

DiGiovanni says the job fair
also raises the profile of local
employers with job seekers.
“We found that 75 per cent of
residents are travelling outside
Georgina for work,” he said.
“While we have some registered
employers from outside Georgina,
most are local. Because we want
to focus on having residents work
in Georgina.”
The job fair is the brainchild
of Georgina CAT’s Employment
and Income Generation Working
Group, tasked with improving
employment opportunities in
Sutton and Pefferlaw, which it
classifies as Northern Georgina.
DiGiovanni says the working
group identified the need for a job
fair because none were planned
for Northern Georgina this year.
“There is a gap, so we wanted
to fill that.,” said DiGiovanni,
who believes steady employment
also promotes mental wellbeing,
another goal of Georgina CAT.
“Employment and mental
wellbeing correlate; people with
mental health issues may have a
lot of stress in their life because
they don’t have a job and don’t
have income. So if we can help
one side of the equation, we can
help the other,” he said.
DiGiovanni
hopes
the
Georgina Job Fair will become
an annual event, but he admits it
will depend on continued funding
from the Region. For more
information, call (905) 722-4616.
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HEDGE ROAD LANDING

Hedge Road Landing could
begin construction this month
By MIKE ANDERSON

The much anticipated but
repeatedly
delayed
Hedge
Road Landing development in
Jackson’s Point will finally begin
construction this Fall.
Alex Troop, President of
Alliance Homes, confirmed
earlier this week that he has
started to pull building permits
from the Town of Georgina.
“We have submitted 16
building permits as of today, with
the only limitation being how
quickly the engineer can prepare
grading plans for submission,”
Troop said in an email to the Post.
“We will start this year,
hopefully, this month,” he added.

Troop had planned to start
construction earlier this year but
said financing for the project fell
through.
“Our lender at that time had
chosen not to renew the loan; we
were in the process of refinancing
the project, which was a longer
process than expected. But that
was successfully completed in
May of 2022,” he said.
According to Troop, Alliance
Homes will build as many units
as possible and continue building
through the winter.
“Construction
should
be
completed in six months per
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

INDIGENOUS Artist
To design activities to supplement
a current educational program
titled “Learning from the Land”

The McMichael Canadian Art Collection is looking for an
Indigenous artist, with an interest and some knowledge in the natural
world/plant identification, to assist in the redevelopment of an experiential
outdoor school program for grades 6 - 8 students. Work will take place
from September - November 2022. Successful candidates should be
practicing artists or are student with a working knowledge of Indigenous
art and understanding of Indigenous culture. Submit applications by
September 15th, 2022 to hr@mcmichael.com. See Careers section
of our website for more information www.mcmichael.com
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AERIAL VIEW OF DEVELOPMENT. PHOTO: BRIAN LYTLE

HEDGE ROAD CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5





 home,” he said.
This is good news for buyers
who have waited seven years
to have their homes built — the
sales office in Jackson’s Point
opened in August 2015.
Last year, faced with higher
material and labour costs, Troop
warned the project might not be
financially viable.
But instead of giving the buyers
their deposits back, he asked
them to pay more for their homes,
in some cases, over $100K.
However, he defended this
practice by saying the sales price
increase only amounted to 50 per
cent of the rise in market value
from the time of the original sale.
According
to
a
Town
spokesperson, staff have been
holding bi-weekly meetings with
the developer to expedite the
project.
The first phase of the
development, which according

to one real estate website is 83
per cent pre-sold, would see 144
single detached homes built.
Once completed the adult
active
lifestyle
community
will feature 316 cottage-style
bungalow homes.
According to the Town, once
building permits are pulled, the
developer must pay planning fees,
building fees and development
charges (DCs).
Initially approved by the
Ontario Municipal Board in
October 2006, the draft plan
for the development has been
extended several times by the
Town.
Council approved the last
extension for three years on
October 6, 2021.
Still, the Town said most of
the infrastructure, which includes
services and roads, has been
completed.
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KATHRYN AND EMMALEE, HARVESTFEST 2019

Harvestfest returns to
Georgina Pioneer Village
By KAREN WOLFE

Fall...a favourite of the four
seasons for many. It is revered
for its colourful expression of
change and its fresh and crisp
bounty of harvested produce.
And now, after a two year hiatus,
Harvestfest at the Georgina
Pioneer Village is back to
celebrate nature’s rich legacy
on Saturday, September 17 from
10:00 am to 4:00 pm.
Harvestfest 2022 is sponsored
by the Georgina Historical
Society (GHS) and welcomes
residents and visitors alike to
enjoy the sights and sounds of
the fall season while enjoying
an atmosphere of bygone days
and treasured Georgina history.
Local craft vendors and farm
fresh produce will be available
throughout the village and a
fine selection of local talent will
provide a backdrop of music
and familiar songs all day long.
You can bring the kids to the
free fish pond, watch them win a
prize and then wander through a
select collection of antique cars
that will capture the nostalgic
interests of young and old alike.
You will want to take some
time to browse through the 17
heritage buildings at the Village
that have been carefully curated
to preserve the authenticity of
early Georgina pioneers. Drop
by the Noble House, the home

and office of a Sutton doctor and
take in the treasured memorabilia
that chronicles the life and
times of James Anderson, one
of Georgina’s most celebrate
personalities. And don’t forget
to visit the train station and our
newly renovated 1918 caboose-a reconditioned example of a
forgotten era on the rails.
The volunteers of the Georgina
Historical Society have also
invited food vendors to the event
to provide food and refreshments
throughout the day. So grab some
lunch, a picnic table and relax
with your neighbours by the band
shell. It is a great spot to enjoy
some old time music and let your
mind wander down memory lane.
To find out more about the
Georgina Historical Society, visit
www.georginahistoricalsociety.
com

GENERAL STORE AT PIONEER VILLAGE
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SUTTON LEGION

Ukrainian Refugee fundraiser
raises over $5,000
By MICHELLE POIRIER

Over $5,000 was raised during
the Georgina Post Fundraising
Dinner for Ukrainian Refugees at
the Sutton Legion Hall on August
28, hosted by Mike Anderson,
the community paper’s editor
and publisher.
Anderson said half of the
money raised would be donated
to the Canadian Red Cross to
help Ukrainian refugees when
they arrive in Canada, and
the other half will be donated
directly to the four Ukrainian
refugee families who attended
the event in the form of gift cards
for groceries and school supplies.
The event was sold out, with
over 120 people in attendance.
Money was raised through ticket
sales and a silent auction, with
more than 50 items donated
by local businesses, artists and
individuals.
Mayor
Margaret
Quirk,
who attended the fundraiser
along with councillors Mike
Waddington and Dave Neeson,
said it was wonderful to see the
community come together for an
important cause. She also said it
was a great way to keep people
involved and aware of what is
happening in Ukraine.
“Look at the turnout; I
think it shows that people are
sympathetic and want to be
involved in helping to raise
funds,” she said.
“If you talk to anyone about

the war, they shake their heads
and can’t believe what they see
on the news. I think it’s important
that it stays in our thoughts and
minds.”
Waddington also said the
turnout was great to see and
thanked Anderson for putting on
the event.
“I think each of us doing our
own small part like this, can
make a huge difference,” he said.
Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Canada (IRCC)
says since January 1, under the
Canada-Ukraine Authorization
for Emergency Travel (CUAET)
program, Canada has taken in
72,000 refugees, while a total of
194,000 visa applications have
been approved.
Anderson, in his remarks,
said Ukrainian refugees are not
“technically” refugees and, as
such, do not qualify for most
refugee programs, including
monthly income support.
He said they have been granted
temporary visas for three years
and are expected to find work to
support themselves.
“Each family receives a onetime payment, $3,000 for each
adult and $1,500 for each child.
That’s it. There is no income
support. If they run out of money
and can’t find a job, they must go
on welfare or go to a food bank,”
he said.
“The problem is this war is
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SILENT AUCTION

not ending; everyone thought
it would end quickly. It’s a
stalemate, and it could go on for
years. A lot of people are asking
our government to do more.”
Four
Ukrainian
refugee
families attended the event,
including three families with
young children, two of which
live in Georgina.
Two sisters, Lilia, 16, and
Diana, 15, Dobrovolska, from
Vinnytsia
in
west-central
Ukraine, who have only been in
North York for a few months,
sang a mix of Ukrainian and
English songs and finished their
performance with a moving
rendition of the Ukrainian
national anthem.
Both girls said they were
delighted with the event and that
everyone was very kind. They
also thanked all those involved
with the fundraising dinner and
the people helping Ukraine.
Scot Davidson, MP for YorkSimcoe, also attended the
fundraiser and handed out small
Canadian flags to the refugee
children.
He shared that he was in
Poland a few months ago and saw
the crisis unfolding at the border
in the early days of the war.
“People were coming out with
their lives in a shopping bag.
We’re so removed here, and it’s
so tough to relate to that, so I’m
proud of the community here and
proud to see everyone coming
out to support it,” he said.

Anderson said many refugees
arrive with only the clothes
on their backs and face many
struggles when they come to
Canada.
“Most do not speak English;
they have no employment history
in Canada, they have no assets, no
savings, they don’t have a credit
history. Imagine how difficult it
is to find accommodation,” he
said.
“That’s why it’s very important
that small communities like
Georgina offer them assistance
and support.”
Those who attended the
fundraiser enjoyed a traditional
Ukrainian meal, starting with
Borscht, made by Anderson’s
wife Kat and mother-in-law
Natasha, with the cabbage
donated by Xandra Zalucky from
Elmgrove Farm and soup bones
donated by Sobeys in Sutton.
Perogies,
donated
by
Grandmas, followed the soup,
and Chef Todd’s Kitchen made
the cabbage rolls. For dessert,
they enjoyed crepes made by a
Ukrainian refugee couple, with
vanilla ice cream donated by
Moolicious Ice Cream in Sutton.
Anderson ended his remarks
by thanking the volunteers,
donors and community members
who helped make the fundraising
dinner a success and thanked the
Legion for donating the hall.
To donate, visit www.redcross.
ca/ukrainecrisis/georginapost.

The Georgina Post would like to
THANK everybody who DONATED
items for our SILENT AUCTION
for Ukrainian Refugees:
Paul Harpley

Stella Trainor

Yoga With Priyanka

Melinda Schnal

Bill Major

Balance Health Solutions

Jean Stephens

Elizabeth McLean

Sutton Home Hardware

Bill Holcroft

Cloverhill Flowers

Fahey Crate Law

Barb Thistle

Dr. Lisa Fung

Connors Music

Deb Urquhart

Mason Place

Kristen Lavender Art

Piri Pandy

Ingrid V. Brooks

Turkey Shoot Brewing

Leslie Sedore

Jackie Diasio

Newmarket Theatre

David & Sonia Mitton Town of Georgina

Steve Jacobson

Barb Banfield

Village Traditions

Pasit Banjongpanith

Millie Viola

Laurel Supreme

Andrea MacLeod

Sandy Day

Sweet Pea Boutique

Alina Lloyd

Denise Magloughlen Stephen Leacock Theatre Stillus Craft Spirits
LILIA & DIANA
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CHIPPEWA DRUMMERS

Pow Wow hopes to draw big
crowds at Sutton DHS
By MICHELLE POIRIER

COMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

42nd Georgina Terry Fox
Run, Sun, Sept. 18, Register
8:30 am. Start 10 am. Walk/Run/
Bike - 1k, 5k,10k. All proceeds
will support cancer research in
Canada! (North Gwillimbury
Park-775 Lake Drive. Roches
Point). Email- Mikeirual@
hotmail.com. FB- Laurie Mike
Carriere or 2022 Georgina Terry
Fox Run.
Georgina-Brock Garden Club
- Shrubs for all Seasons. Mon,
Sept 12, 7:30 pm, Pefferlaw
Lions Hall. Gini Sage of the
Durham Master Gardeners will
review various shrubs and their
outstanding features including
the newest offerings available
for our area. Shrubs bring
structure, colour and seasonal
interest to perennial beds and
landscapes. Everyone welcome.
(38 Pete’s Lane, Pefferlaw)

Sutton Legion - Corn Roast,
Sat, Sept.17, 4 to 8 pm. Live
music by Erin Blackstock
& Stuart Narduzzo, playing
acoustic covers and original
songs. $25 per person. Steak,
Corn on the Cobb & Potatoes.
Tickets only available until
Sept 11. (21 East St, Sutton)
Tel: 905-722-8171.
Hospice Georgina is hosting
its Annual General Meeting
on Mon, Sept 19, 7-9pm.
Everyone is welcome to
attend at the Link (20849
Dalton Rd, Sutton)
HELP WANTED Sutton
Legion. Tel: 905-722-8171
Custodian ($16/hr) and
Bartenders ($15/hr).
Bartenders must have Smart
Serve.

The Chippewas of Georgina
Island Pow Wow, back after a
two-year hiatus, will be held at
the Sutton District High School
grounds on September 24 and 25.
“It feels wonderful to be back;
I’m getting a lot of positive
feedback on social media. People
are really excited to attend,”
said Lauri Hoeg, Pow Wow
Coordinator.
“I think it will be a big crowd,
and people will have lots of fun.”
Hoeg said the Pow Wow will be
held outdoors where visitors can
experience traditional drumming
and dancing, and purchase items
from First Nation food and craft
vendors.
“They can look forward to
celebrating First Nation culture,”
Hoeg said.
The Grand Entry, one of the
Pow Wow highlights, will take
place at 12 noon and 6 p.m. on
Saturday and 12 noon on Sunday.
The Pow Wow will wrap up
when the sun goes down on
Saturday and around 5 p.m. on
Sunday.
Admission is $2 per person and
can be paid the day of the event,
with registration opening at 11
a.m. each day. There will also be
a sunrise ceremony, conducted by
Elder Shelly Charles, on Sunday
around 6:30 a.m. to welcome the
day.
Hoeg said there will also be a
sacred fire where you can offer

up your thanks to the Creator.
“Everyone is welcome to
participate; if you would like
to participate in a First Nation
ceremony, that’s your chance to
do so,” she said.
Hoeg, who is also the
Indigenous Trustee for the York
Region District School Board,
said she’s excited to hold the
Pow Wow at Sutton DHS, as it
allows students to learn about
First Nations and accumulate
volunteer hours at the same time.
There is also ample parking
available at the high school,
an issue they faced along with
transportation difficulties when
they held the Pow Wow on
Georgina Island in 2019.
“It’s a good way to enjoy First
Nation culture; it’s a good way
to build relationships, and it’s a
healthy family event, as there’s
no drugs or alcohol allowed
there,” Hoeg said.
Routes Quest Bus offers free
transportation to the Pow Wow
on Saturday from 12:00 p.m. to
4:00 p.m. To request a seat, call
(905) 722-4616.
For more information about the
Pow Wow, you can reach Hoeg
at (289) 716-4193 or email her
at lauri.hoeg@georginaisland.
com. You can also find more
information on Facebook at
Chippewas of Georgina Island
Pow Wow 2022.
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Ask The Expert
with Iain Donnell

Q: What is a Town’s “Official Plan” and why is it important?
A: Town or Region’s Official Plan is a policy document that guides
the development within that community, including: (1) general
land use planning policies; (2) coordinates growth to meet
community needs; (3) outlines how land may be used now
and in the future; (4) helps decide where roads, watermains,
sewers, parks, and other services will be built; (5) provides the
framework for zoning and other by-laws; and (6) provides way
to evaluate conflicting land uses.
The Official Plan is an evolving document that is supposed
to change as a community’s needs change over time –
Municipalities are required by law to review their Official Plan
every 5 years.
A Town’s review of its Official Plan begins with the preconsultation and public meeting phase, which includes: a public
meeting, consultation with appropriate authorities and experts,
meetings of Council, a public open house, and otherwise
making information available to the public. This phase includes
a right for members of the Public to be heard and submit their
comments to Council.
After enactment or amendment of the Official Plan, Municipalities
are required to implement the Plan through Development
Approvals, By-Laws, Permits, and other Municipal decisions.

Sept 24 & 25
10am - 5pm

Artwork by Ellen Downe

Artwork by Ellen Downe

Visit 44 Artists at 30 Locations

for details see GEORGINASTUDIOTOUR.COM

If you want to use your property or develop it in a way that
conflicts with the Municipality’s Official Plan, you must request
an “Official Plan Amendment” to local Council. If Council fails
to make a decision or you do not agree with their decision,
you may have the right to Appeal to the Local Planning Appeal
Tribunal (“LPAT”), formerly known as the Ontario Municipal
Board (“OMB”).
Municipal Planning and Development can be is often a very
complicated area of law that requires the expertise of a Planner
as well as a lawyer to ensure the numerous relevant statutes,
plans, by-laws, etc. are complied with and the proper procedure
is followed.
Iain Donnell, Principal Lawyer, Donnell Law Group

905.476.9100

www.donnellgroup.ca
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STEVEN
SARASIN

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

416-578-5973

steven@stevensarasin.com
www.stevensarasin.com

SELLING MADE EASY, CALL ME TODAY!

CERTIFIED LUXURY HOME
MARKETING SPECIALIST

Considering a renovation?
Visit our Pefferlaw retail location for all
your exterior home building needs.
Curbside pickup and delivery options available.
705-437-1734
buchnermfg.com

