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REFRESH yourself on the DIRECT LAKEFRONT deck 
of this 4 bdrm, 2 bth bungalow. Open concept with wood 
burning fireplace, woodstove, FAG heat.  2 car garage 
with entrance to house. BOAT HOUSE WITH MARINE 
RAILWAY. Approx 80 ft of DIRECT WATERFRONT. 
You’ll find it refreshing to CALL US TODAY!

Pefferlaw Ice Pad tagged with racist graffiti

At least two portable picnic tables and a concrete 
floor at the Pefferlaw Ice Pad were tagged with lewd 
and racist graffiti last week.

York Regional Police are investigating the 
incident as a possible hate crime.

The graffiti included Nazi swastikas and crude 
depictions of penises.

According to a Town spokesperson, park staff 

PEFFERLAW ICE PAD
By MIKE ANDERSON

have been able to remove the graffiti on the surface 
of the picnic tables by sanding them down.

The Town estimates that the cleanup will cost 
approximately $200 plus staff time, as there is no 
need to hire an outside contractor.

YRP officers have taken photographs and will 
canvas the neighbourhood for witnesses.

However, the Ice Pad is not equipped with a 
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SERVICING ALL OF GEORGINA & SOUTH SIMCOE

Haig Has Your Vehicle Solution  
New Or  Pre-Owned Financing & Leasing

WE WILL BUY YOUR 
VEHICLE EVEN IF YOU’RE 
NOT BUYING FROM US! 
Call me at the number below…
Any make, any mileage, any age! 

Haig
haig@stouffvilletoyota.ca

HAIG (647) 223-8100
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On October 24, Georgina 
voters will be surprised to see 
two candidates on the ballot for 
public school trustee that don’t 
live here. 

Jeremy Smith lives in 
Holland Landing and Carolyn 
Butterworth resides in Mount 
Albert. The other two candidates, 
incumbent Cynthia Cordova and 
Mark Schlotzhauer, both live in 
Keswick. 

That’s because for the first time 
in over 20 years Georgina voters 
are being asked to elect a public 
school trustee for both Georgina 
and East Gwillimbury. 

The new trustee will be 
responsible for 13 schools (11 
elementary and two high-schools) 
in Georgina, as well as 9 schools 
(seven elementary and two high-
schools) in East Gwillimbury — 
a total of 22 schools representing 
an increase of nearly 70 per cent. 

The York Region District 
School Board (YRDSB) voted on 
March 1 to approve the change.  
The vote was close, 6-5 with 2 
abstentions, indicating that there 
wasn’t much of a consensus. 

Clearly, there was no support 
for the move in Georgina. Mayor 
Quirk, following Cordova’s 
deputation to Council in January, 
urged YRDSB not to merge the 
trustee positions. 

“As you are aware, Georgina 

Why some trustee candidates 
live outside Georgina  

is unique geographically and 
socioeconomically, with needs 
that are quite different from our 
southern neighbours,” Mayor 
Quirk wrote in a letter to Board 
Chair Allan Tam in February, 
prior to the vote. 

“It is essential to have 
representation that fully 
understands the needs of 
Georgina. Any report should not 
solely consider representation by 
population, but rather take into 
the history and dynamics of our 
community.”

The YRDSB defends the 
change in “Trustee Areas” as a 
response to population growth 
among other factors, which will 
“align trustee representation 
more equally across the region.”  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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security camera, so there is no 
footage to review.

Under the Criminal Code of 
Canada, the creation of graffiti 
is considered vandalism. And 
vandals can be charged with 
“mischief under or over $5,000,” 
which, if considered an indictable 
offence, could result in substantial 
fines and a possible prison 
sentence of up to two years.

However, if their primary 
motivation involved bias, 
prejudice or hate, they could face 
a sentence of up to 10 years.

The YRP website defines a 
hate crime as “a criminal offence 
committed against a person or 
property, that is perched to be 
motivated or is motivated, in 
whole or in part by the suspect’s 
hate, bias or prejudice based on 
real or perceived race, national 
or ethnic origin, language, 
colour, religion, sex, age, mental 
or physical disability, sexual 
orientation or any other similar 
factor.”

This March, a similar incident 
occurred in Constable Garret 
Styles Park in Keswick.

However, the tagging occurred 
over a larger area and included 
playground equipment, costing 
the Town several thousand dollars 
to remove.

YRP reported that two boys 
eventually confessed. The 
youngest was given a warning, 
while the older boy was referred 
to a community program run 
under the Youth Criminal Justice 
Act, which provides alternative 
solutions for youth that have 
committed a criminal offence.

While the damage was not as 
severe in this instance, the intent 
was still the same, prompting a 
response from Mayor Margaret 
Quirk.

“There is no place for racist 
comments, symbols or any kind 
of hate activity in Georgina,” 
said Mayor Quirk in a statement 
emailed to the Post.

“Unfortunately, like many 
other communities, Georgina 

is not immune to these types of 
activities. But the derogatory 
actions of a few do not represent 
our community.”

“If you see something, say 
something. Speak with your 
children and your neighbours 
about the impacts of such 
activities. We all have a role in 
combatting racism and must use 
our voices when we see it.”

“If you know anything about 
this incident or any other, please 
contact York Regional Police,” 
she added.

Lee Dale, a candidate for Ward 
5 Councillor, contacted YRP and 
the Town after a resident reported 
the graffiti to him last Sunday.

While Dale says it may have 
been a case of bored teens 
doodling on a picnic table, he says 
it doesn’t diminish the impact and 
severity of their actions.

“Part of the issue is that we’re 
dismissing things like this,” he 
said.

“When do you decide a hate 
symbol has no value because it is 
on a table instead of a wall?”

“Anytime these things happen, 
you need to call them out, and 
you need to deal with them right 
away.”

“Hate breeds hate. It starts 
with some symbols on a table 
and escalates into something 
actionable in the community.”

Anyone with information 
should contact YRP’s Hate 
Crime Unit, 905-764-1300, 
Ext. 6028. There is also a Hate 
Crime Hotline, 1-877-354-HATE 
(1-877-354-4283), or email 
hatecrime@yrp.ca.

GRAFFITI CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GRAFFITI REMOVED FROM PICNIC TABLE
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MAP OF NEW PUBLIC TRUSTEE AREA

The YRDSB says it is 
mandated by the province to 
provide a maximum of 12 elected 
trustees, which is the current 
slate, and that number cannot be 
increased. 

This may be true. But one can’t 
help but think this is another 
bureaucratic decision, taken 
after limited public consultation 
— only 11 Georgina residents 
took part in the board’s Zoom 
meeting, which will need to be 

reversed as parent’s complain 
that their trustee is over stretched 
and can’t adequately respond to 
their needs. 

While all the candidates are 
capable of doing the job, and may 
make excellent trustees, a trustee 
should reside in the community 
they serve. 

After all, Georgina and East 
Gwillimbury are very different 
communities. 

TRUSTEE CONT. FROM PAGE 3
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History comes to life during 
Harvestfest

Harvestfest 2022, sponsored 
by the Georgina Historical 
Society, attracted more than 500 
people to the Pioneer Village on 
September 17, eager to celebrate 
autumn’s arrival and have good 
old-fashioned fun.

Two dozen volunteers in 
period costumes charmed visitors 
with stories from Georgina’s past 
and played pioneer games with 
the younger guests.

“It’s great to be back and to 
welcome everyone,” said Tom 
Glover, the society’s President, 
dressed in his Sunday best, 
circa 1860, despite the plus 23C 
temperature.

“It’s a gentleman’s outfit to 
wear to a Sunday prayer meeting. 
Of course, there’s a jacket too, 
but I didn’t want to put that on,” 

he said.
Glover was eager to show off 

the Smallwood Log Cabin, which 
was built in the 1860s and moved 
from Elmgrove to the village in 
the 1970s.

But he is particularly proud of 
the newest addition to the village, 
a bright orange 1918 CN railway 
caboose, donated by the Verdoold 
family and lovingly restored 
by volunteers just in time for 
Harvestfest.

“We’ve been letting people 
go through the caboose today. 
And their comments are just so 
positive. And the kids are excited 
because they’ve never seen 
anything like that before.”

While Glover admits the 
village needed significant repairs 
a few years ago, he’s pleased 

TOM GLOVER

By EWA CHWOJKO-SRAWLEY
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PAUL BRADY GIVES TOUR OF CABOOSE

that the Town has turned a page 
and has provided funds for its 
restoration.

“There seems to be a new 
attitude, and they are beginning 
to realize that we have a real, 
neat tourist attraction here,” he 
said.

“I’m happy with the signage 
they’ve put outside the buildings. 
Because when people walk 
through when it’s not open, they 
can read about the buildings and 
maybe want to come back.”

Karen Wolfe, past-President, 
adds that the community has 
played a significant role in 
helping to restore the village.

“I tip the hat to the community, 
which helped us save the historic 
buildings,” she said.

“Thanks to the volunteers 
and local organizations, we now 
have an educational tool for 
future generations to discover 
our ancestors in a hands-on 
experience.”

Newcomers to Georgina, 
Liam, 5, and Louis, 3, agree, 
happily learning about the past 
while playing games their great-
grandfathers might have played.

“I love this friendly 
environment,” said their mother, 
Felina. “We will come again.”

It turns out that many 
generations have enjoyed the 
village.

June Scandiffio recalls coming 
here with her children and then 
grandchildren.

“They loved pretending to 
be students at the old school. I 
hope the building will open again 
soon,” she said.

Some volunteers even have 
personal connections with the 
historic buildings.

Bonnie Glover said that her 
grandfather was born in the Mann 
house, now a part of the museum, 
and Paul Brady was a patient of 
Dr. Noble, whose house is also in 
the village.

“These buildings mean a lot 
to older generations, and we are 
happy to share their history. The 
Festival is a great opportunity to 
bring our community together, 
learn and have fun,” Brady said.

It’s also an opportunity for 
local business owners to offer 
their hand-made natural products.

Eniola recently moved to 
Georgina and makes beauty 
products the way the pioneers 
did.

“I am delighted to be a part of 
this amazing event. I hope to see 
everyone back next year,” she 
said.

Glover, who’s already 
looking forward to next year’s 
Harvestfest, said they’re going to 
make additional improvements to 
the caboose, adding furnishings 
to give it a period feel.

“My uncle was a CN engineer,” 
he said.

“I’m sure he’s looking down 
at me and smiling when we’re 
working on the caboose.”
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Georgina Marathon draws 
hundreds of runners

The second annual Georgina 
Marathon held on September 
11 was a resounding success, 
drawing hundreds of runners 
and their families to De La Salle 
Park and the scenic Lake Drive 
course.

The marathon has become 
popular with runners for the 
relatively flat terrain, which 
contributes to lower times, and 
the beautiful views of Lake 
Simcoe. It’s also the last qualifier 
of the season for the Boston 
Marathon.

Race organizers were happy 
with the weather conditions, a 
high of 23C with a sun and cloud 
mix, as earlier forecasts predicted 
rain and possible thunderstorms.

Still, higher humidity later in 
the day was a challenge for some 
runners, with at least one runner 
requiring medical attention at the 
finish.

“Today was perfect in terms of 
weather,” said Race Co-director 
Cindy Lewis. “A little bit humid, 
but barely any wind.”

“Seeing the runners come 
across the finish line with smiles 
on their faces for getting personal 
bests and qualify times was 
awesome.”

Although the race was sold 
out with more than 800 runners 
on the starting list, Lewis said 
there were a few no-shows with 
about 50 race bibs left over. She 
estimated the total number of 

runners to be about 775, which 
still exceeded last year’s total.

Lewis says the continued 
interest in the marathon bodes 
well for the future.

“Our plan is to keep it going 
year after year. We have a 
capacity here, so we can’t keep 
growing, but it’s okay. We’ll 
find what makes sense for this 
venue. And we will continue to 
be a really high calibre, small 
marathon event.”

Lewis believes the locale is 
one of the big draws for runners.

“I can’t think of anywhere else 
that you can run for that long 
along a lake near the GTA,” she 
said.

“And being near the GTA is 
also really important because 
people look for races they can 
get to without taking time off. 
So closeness to the GTA and the 
beauty of this location, as well 
as it being pancake flat so that 
people can run fast here, are big 
reasons why people come to this 
event.”

Many of the runners agreed, 
and the finishing times told the 
tale.

“It’s a beautiful course, really 
fast,” said Lucas White, 34, from 
Toronto, who won the marathon 
with a blistering time of 2:42:54.

Kylee Raftis, 23, from Toronto, 
was the first female to cross 
the finish line with an equally 
impressive time of 2:55:16.

DE LA SALLE PARK

By MIKE ANDERSON
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BEN WITH WILLOW & BREA

Romain Carette, 32, from 
Toronto, was the first place male 
finisher in the half marathon with 
a time of 1:10:17, with Victoria 
Coates, from Hamilton, finishing 
as the top female with a time of 
1:15:38.

The top wheelchair finisher 
was Brampton’s Isaiah 
Christophe, last year’s winner, 
with a time of 55:19.

This year’s event included a 
5K run/walk, which organizers 
added to make the race more 
accessible.

“We added it because we 
wanted to make the race more 
accessible for new runners and 
people who aren’t quite ready 
to step up the full marathon,” 
said Race Co-director Sandie 
Orlando, who said 100 people 
signed up for the 5K, including 
lots of runners from Georgina.

Le Lu, 29, from Willow Beach, 
was the second fastest male but 
finished third overall in the 5K, 
with a time of 19:34.

Euguene Ganin, 37, from 
Keswick, finished first in the 
male aged 30 to 39 division, with 
a time of 23.50.

Julie Kraemer, 38, from 
Sutton, finished with a time of 
26:19, good enough for third 
place in the female aged 30-39 
division and 24th place overall.

While the Georgina Marathon 
is fast gaining a reputation as a 
premier running event, it’s also, 
according to Lewis, helping to 
boost tourism in the area.

“When people come up here, 
they see the beauty of it. They 
bring their families. They see 
the beaches. They see the parks. 
And residents have responded 
well to the race and are very 
welcoming,” she said.

“Runners now know Georgina. 
They may not have before. They 
may have known Aurora and 
Newmarket, but not Georgina. 
Now that’s changing.”

Both Lewis and Orlando want 
to thank the residents along 
Lake Drive who put up with the 

westbound lane blocked off for 
the duration of the race.

“We just really appreciate 
everyone along Lake Drive 
tolerating us,” Lewis said. 
“Everyone’s been really 
supportive. It’s hard to find that 
in a community.”

“The Town of Georgina is 
really behind it. And so are the 
people along Lake Drive. We’ve 
been meeting residents who live 
along the course, and they’re 
enthused about it and welcoming 
it,” added Orlando.

That enthusiasm was shared 
by many of the runners the Post 
interviewed, with most saying 
they would return next year.

Ben Ingles, 36, from Guelph, 
ran the half marathon and 
brought his two-year-old twin 
daughters, Willow and Brea, to 
cheer him on.

“They said ‘Go Dad Go!’ 
when I crossed the finished line,” 
he said. “It pushed me over the 
edge. It got me here.”

Ingles said Georgina was 
a great place to run, and he’ll 
definitely be back.

“I love this spot. It’s a 
wonderful place to run. I love 
the view and the fact it’s nicely 
tucked out of the way, the fresh 
air and the people. It’s just a 
really nice crowd,” he said.

For a complete list of race 
finish times, please visit www.
enfieldtiming.com.



Jericho Youth Services, which runs free after-school programs 
for kids, celebrated its 40th anniversary at the LINK. Exec. Dir. 
Susan Gorman and Chair Cynthia Cordova (L), were joined by 
GCC Exec. Dir. Jennifer Anderson and Coun. Mike Waddington. 

York Region Arts Council unveiled its third trail marker at the 
LINK, depicting the Moth, a nighttime pollinator. Indigenous 
artist Don Chretien  was joined by Elder Shelly Charles of GIFN 
and Monica del Rio Pain, YRAC Program Coordinator for the 
unveiling.  

A R O U N D

TOWN

150 people braved the rain for the 42nd Annual Georgina Terry 
Fox Run. Organizer Laurie Pangman-Carriere says the event 
raised $31,500 for cancer research. Donations are still being 
accepted at https://run.terryfox.ca/Georgina. 
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Briars Golf Club celebrates 
100 years

The Briars Golf Club, founded 
in 1922 by local enthusiasts, 
is still a community-driven 
organization full of fun with a 
laid-back feel.

“For decades, many families 
have played a significant role in 
our success,” said Bil Trainor, the 
club’s President.

“Our membership is at an 
all-time high, with residents, 
cottagers and guests enjoying 
the challenge and beauty of our 
course. We take pride in our 
growing reputation for excellent 
playing conditions and a friendly 
atmosphere.”

Although the club, located 
on historic Hedge Road, is not 
a part of the Briars Resort, their 
histories are closely intertwined.

It all started with a tragic event. 
In 1920, the Sibbald family, 
owners of the Briars Resort as 
well as extensive farmlands, lost 
their herd of cattle due to disease, 
leaving their pasturage empty.

After meeting with local golf 
lovers, the Sibbalds agreed 
to lease them 65 acres, which 
became the club’s first nine holes.

The nine-hole course designed 
by renowned golf course 
architect, Stanley Thompson, 
was later expanded to the 18-
hole championship course we 
have today.

Over the years, the club has 
attracted many celebrities, 
including award-winning 
broadcaster Peter Gzowski.

In 1985, the Briars hosted the 
first Peter Gzowski Invitational. 
The PGIs were subsequently 
played across Canada, raising 
more than $15 million for 
literacy.

In 2013, another significant 
event, the Canadian Senior 
Amateur Championship, took 
place, putting the club on the 
national stage.

After one hundred years, the 
club is thriving.

General Manager, Frank 
Campanelli, credits it to “a sense 
of belonging and community 
feel.”

“The biggest asset we have 
is the members. We have many 
‘generational’ members, a 
testament to how the Briars 
represents more than just a golf 
club; it’s about relationships and 
lifestyle,” he said.

The club’s story forms a 
significant part of the history of 
Georgina. If you are an explorer 
of Georgina’s past, reach for the 
recently published book, “One of 
Stanley’s Best: Celebrating 100 
Years” by Rick Young. It’s full of 
facts, anecdotes, and delightful 
stories. See you on the first tee!

PRESIDENTS DAY

By EWA CHWOJKO-SRAWLEY



Q:  In a marital separation where spouses are joint owners on 
title to their matrimonial home, and one spouse wants to put 
the home up for sale on the market, is there a right of first 
refusal permitting one spouse to force the other spouse to 
buy the other’s interest instead of a sale?

A:  The answer is “no” if the other spouse does not consent to such 
right of first refusal, according to a recent Ontario Court of Appeal 
ruling in a case. The Court of Appeal reaffirmed its previous ruling 
in 1992 in another case and stated that the Courts do not have 
jurisdiction to make such orders. It went on to say “…a right of 
first refusal is a substantive right that has economic value. It falls 
outside the boundaries of what is ancillary or what is reasonably 
necessary to implement the order for sale of the matrimonial 
home. It distorts the market for the sale of the matrimonial home 
by eliminating the need to compete against any other prospective 
purchaser, thus potentially reducing the amount the joint owning 
spouse realizes on the sale. In the absence of consent, the right 
of first refusal should not have been granted in this case. If the 
[spouse asking for a right of first refusal] seeks to purchase 
the matrimonial home, [he/she] must compete with any other 
interested purchaser”.

The only possible exception (in the absence of the parties’ 
agreement to any right of first refusal) under Ontario law is 
under Section 10 of the Ontario Family Law Act, which exception 
is limited to cases where there has been an application to the 
Court to determine a question of ownership or possession of the 
home. If the parties did not raise any question of ownership or 
possession the Court does not have the jurisdiction to order a 
right of first refusal. 

Furthermore, if a spouse wants to force the sale of the home, 
that spouse usually applies for such relief from the Court (i.e. 
the Ontario Superior Court of Justice) under the provisions of 
another Ontario law known as the Partition Act, which states, 
in part: “All joint tenants, tenants in common, and coparceners, 
all doweresses, and entitled to dower, tenants by the curtesy, 
mortgagees or other creditors having liens on, and all parties 
interested in, to or out of, any land in Ontario, may be compelled 
to make or suffer partition or sale of the land, or any part thereof, 
whether the estate is legal and equitable or equitable only.  R.S.O. 
1990, c. P.4, s. 2.”

www.donnellgroup.ca
905.476.9100

Ask The Expert
with Steven Sands
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Considering a renovation? 

Visit our Pefferlaw retail location for all 
your exterior home building needs.

Curbside pickup and delivery options available.

705-437-1734
buchnermfg.com

STEVENSTEVENSTEVEN
SARASINSARASINSARASIN
 

 
416-578-5973

steven@stevensarasin.com

www.stevensarasin.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

CERTIFIED  LUXURY HOME 
MARKETING SPECIALIST 
 

SELLING MADE EASY, CALL ME TODAY!SELLING MADE EASY, CALL ME TODAY!SELLING MADE EASY, CALL ME TODAY!       
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