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BUILD YOUR DREAM OASIS on this approximately 
10 PRIVATE ACRES with about a 250 ft frontage.  
Located handy to town, the shores of Lake Simcoe, 
and approximately an hour to the GTA. Nice section 
already cleared and would be the ideal spot to build 
your new home today. Don’t delay, CALL US TODAY.

Queensville Players bring Disney’s High 
School Musical to Stephen Leacock stage

The Queensville Players, Georgina’s only 
community theatre group, opens its 2022/23 season 
with Disney’s High School Musical at the Stephen 
Leacock Theatre on November 18.

Based on the hit 2006 movie starring Zac Efron 
(Troy) and Vanessa Anne Hudgens (Gabriella), the 
twenty-person QP cast will perform the movie’s 
memorable show tunes and dazzling choreography 

CAST OF HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL
By MIKE ANDERSON

ten times over two weekends from November 18 to 
27.

“We love the movie,” said Karin Simpson, the 
theatre group’s president and musical director.

“It’s that age-old love story where you just happen 
to fall into the right place at the right time with the 
right person,” she said.

Simpson says QP had planned to produce 
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Despite online voting, 
last month’s voter turnout in 
Georgina’s municipal election 
was again dismal, just 27.23 per 
cent. That means just over one in 
four eligible voters in Georgina 
actually voted. Not the worst in 
York Region, but close. 

Low voter turnout is not good 
for democracy. It often leads to 
the same people getting elected 
and a lack of fresh ideas.

In fact, all the incumbents in 
Georgina’s municipal election, 
were re-elected. And when 
no incumbents were running, 
voters opted for familiar names, 
like Naomi Davison, a former 
Regional Councillor, and 
Charlene Biggerstaff (Ward 1), a 
former Ward Councillor.

The only new faces on 
Georgina Council are Lee Dale 
(Ward 5) and Dale Kerr Genge 
(Ward 4).

In Australia, voting is 
compulsory. If you don’t vote, 
you pay a $20 fine.  Instead of 
the stick, why not the carrot? 
How about a $20 rebate on your 
property tax if you vote? 

Whatever the solution, voter 
apathy is a big problem that needs 
to be addressed. Most voters in 
Georgina are disengaged and 
disinterested in their municipal 
government, even though it’s the 
level of government that impacts 

Editorial: Don’t vote, pay a 
fine?

them the most. 
Part of the problem is the 

restrictive election rules in 
Georgina, which were intended 
to create a level playing field 
but have resulted in the exact 
opposite: stifling debate and 
discussion, which generally 
favours incumbents. 

Case in point: the lack of in-
person all-candidate debates 
during the election. The reason: 
most halls are run by the Town, 
which doesn’t allow candidates 
to hang a poster, let alone give 
out their handouts.  

Hopefully, the new council 
will revise these rules. Whatever 
it does, it’s time to get creative 
and engage voters, because, 
clearly, they’ve tuned out. 
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QUEENSVILLE PLAYERS CONT. FROM PAGE 1

the musical in 2020, but the 
pandemic forced them to shut 
down production.

“So we have a cast that’s 
mixed with the original cast that 
we had two years ago and some 
new people who have come in,” 
she said

“We also have a beautiful set on 
the way that set designer Alf Judd 
has created. It’s a masterpiece. It 
has two levels with stairs coming 
up on either side.”

According to Simpson, 70 per 
cent of the cast, mainly between 
the ages of 15 and 19, are from 
Georgina, with several of the 
leads attending Huron Heights’ 
drama and music program in 
Newmarket.

While the theatre group, 
which is celebrating its 40th 
anniversary, usually produces two 
musicals a year, Simpson says 
this year they’re expanding their 
repertoire to include the Laramie 
Project, a critically acclaimed 
play about the 1998 murder of a 
gay university student, Matthew 
Shepard, in Laramie, Wyoming.

Simpson says while musicals, 
like High School Musical and 
Beauty and the Beast, slated 
for April, tend to draw larger 
audiences, more cutting-edge 
productions, like the Laramie 
Project, often struggle to put 
people in the seats.

With each show costing 
upwards of $10,000 to produce, 
including licensing fees, sets, 
costumes, and theatre and 
rehearsal space rentals, QP has to 
be selective about the productions 
it brings to the stage.

“Our money depends on ticket 
sales. So we could be out $10K if 
we put on a show but then don’t 
have enough people come and 
see it,” she said.

“For instance, when we put 
on something that is meant 
to be somewhat high-brow 
to encourage a particular 
demographic; they’re just not 
coming.”

Still, Simpson believes that 
with stepped-up marketing and 

advertising, mainly by the Town 
of Georgina, which operates the 
Stephen Leacock Theatre, QP 
could grow ticket sales, even for 
original theatrical works.

“We spend a lot of time 
encouraging support for local 
farmers, local shops, local 
restaurants, that kind of thing. But 
supporting community theatre is 
just as important and needs to be 
included in the conversation,” she 
said.

“Just like we encourage people 
to buy local, we want to encourage 
people to watch local. Our shows 
are amazing; we’ve won several 
awards for the quality of the show 
that we put on. This is not mickey 
mouse direction. But trying to get 
people to come to the theatre to 
see us is a big struggle.”

Simpson would also like to see 
the Town reduce its rental fees.

According to Simpson, the 
Town currently charges $45 
an hour to rent the theatre for 
rehearsals, a reduced rate for non-
profits.

But because many of QP’s 
productions often require more 
than 160 hours of rehearsal, 
she says even the reduced rate 
is prohibitive. Instead, the 
group rents the basement of the 
Queensville United Church, 
which lacks lighting and sets, for 
about $25 a night.

“When the Town does not help 
us save costs; it lets us know 
where we stand. We don’t have 
the same value as something, like 
sports, that might bring in more 
money,” she said.

“Uxbridge has three thriving 
musical theatre companies, and 
a music hall packed all the time. 
People come, and they support 
that. And I think to myself, 
Georgina is much bigger. We 
have lots of opportunities to have 
more people involved, yet, still, 
half the town has no idea who we 
are.”

To find out more and to 
purchase tickets for upcoming 
shows, like High School Musical, 
visit www.queensvilleplayers.ca.
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Donate a filled purse to a  
woman fleeing domestic abuse

The 8th annual Fill a Purse 
for a Sister Campaign is well 
underway across Canada and 
the Georgina community lead, 
Mona Steitieh, has set a goal of 
collecting 500 filled purses by 
the end of November.

This is Steitieh’s second year 
as community lead, last year 
she collected 342 filled purses 
which were donated to domestic 
violence shelters, women’s 
shelters, rape crisis centers and 
social services that support 
women all across York Region.

When Angel Freedman, 
founder and president of the 
campaign, started in 2015 she 
collected 1,500 purses and the 
campaign has only continued to 
grow with over 10,000 purses 
across Canada donated in 2021.

Steitieh said she knows that 
finances are challenging this year 
with the cost of living rising, but 
if it is within your means, she 
appreciates the donation.

“A lot of these women, they 
escape these environments and 
situations where they walk out 
with nothing, barely a jacket and 
maybe their wallet, and they’re 
starting from zero. It’s to bring 
comfort to them, so they know 
that they’re not alone, that we’re 
here for them,” she said.

“Georgina is known for 
community, so I think it’s innate 
in us, Georgina residents, to help 
our community, because we’re 
so caring, because we’re so 
community driven.”

One of the places that will 
receive filled purse donations is 
Sandgate Women’s Shelter of 
York Region Inc., they have a 
shelter located in Georgina and 
in Richmond Hill.

“During this season, especially 
during the holidays, these women 
need this hope, they need this 
comfort, they need the dignity of 
knowing that what they’re doing 
takes a lot of courage and that 

we’re with them. We’re trying to 
help them get back on their feet 
and escape situations that no one 
should have to endure.” Steitieh 
said.

The campaign asks that you 
donate a new or gently used purse 
filled with full sized products 
such as: body wash, shampoo, 
conditioner, deodorant, feminine 
hygiene products, a toothbrush, 
toothpaste, lip balm, hand 
sanitizer, a hairbrush, tissues, a 
notepad, a pen, a scarf, gloves, 
socks, a hat, a flashlight, a 
whistle, gift cards, and they say 
including an encouraging note is 
always a thoughtful touch.

They ask that you do not 
donate any used or open products, 
any hotel size products, a worn 
or ripped purse, any expired 
products, or any food.

Steitieh said this year they are 
lacking products, as there have 
been 100 empty purses donated 
which need to be filled.

Filled purses can be dropped 
off at: Auntie M’s Closet (2-
482 The Queensway South, 
Keswick), Sweet Pea Accessories 
(130 High Street, Sutton), Whole 
Family Health (236 Dovedale 
Drive, Unit 7, Keswick), Hospice 
Georgina (20849 Dalton Road at 
The Link, Sutton), Colour Central 
Hair Studio and Spa (422 The 
Queensway South, Keswick), 
and Naturally Enchanted (416-
726-5792).

The campaign began on 
September 1 and the purses will 
be picked up on December 1, so 
get your purses into one of the 
drop off locations before the end 
of the month.

You can also make a 
financial donation at www.
fillapurseforasistercampaign.

For more information you can 
also contact Mona Steitieh at 
(905) 235-2009.

By MICHELLE POIRIER
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Salvation Army helps 
Sutton senior avoid eviction

Mary spent many sleepless 
nights after she received a notice 
from her landlord, Housing York 
Inc., that her rent was in arrears 
and if she didn’t pay up she could 
be evicted.

“I just want the whole thing 
cleared up and out of my head. 
It’s been stressful,” said Mary, 
who admits she has no place to 
go if she’s evicted.

“I’ll grab a couple blankets, 
and go live in the bush,” she said.

The notice, called an N4 
(Notice to End Your Tenancy for 
Non-Payment of Rent) said Mary 
owed $870 in rent arrears, having 
missed a $535 rent payment in 
September, and owed another 
$335 from April to August.

It gave her a deadline of 
October 6, referred to as the 
termination date, to pay the rent 
arrears.

According to the notice, 
if Mary missed the deadline, 
Housing York Inc. would file an 
eviction notice with the Landlord 

and Tenant Board and she would 
have to pay not only the rent 
arrears but also the landlord’s 
filing fee to avoid being evicted.

According to Christine 
Morrison, a York Region 
spokesperson, a total of 200 
households in HYI buildings 
were issued N4 notices in 2021. 
That’s just over 7 per cent of 
the total of 2,762 households. 
However, she said only three 
evictions were enforced.

Mary, 80, who has lived in a 
subsidized seniors building in 
Sutton for 24 years, says she has 
never had a problem paying rent.

However, she admits her costs 
have being going up. Lately, she 
has been paying more for food, 
prescription drugs and vet bills 
for her cat.

Mary receives a widows’ 
pension through CPP, as well as 
OAS, which amounts to about 
$1,880 a month — just above the 
poverty line in Ontario ($19,930 
annually for an individual).

By MIKE ANDERSON

MARY HOLDS HER N4 NOTICE
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But she has no savings, so she 
wasn’t able to pay the rent arrears 
and missed the deadline.

Morrison would not confirm 
whether Housing York Inc. has 
applied to the Board to schedule 
a hearing.

However, she did say that 
Housing York will work with a 
resident to develop a payment 
plan to help them catch up on 
unpaid rent. 

“As a responsible landlord, 
HYI will work with any residents 
in arrears to establish manageable 
repayment plans,” she said.

“By helping residents having 
trouble making rent payments 
catch up, HYI can help prevent 
evictions. The best outcome is 
one that keeps residents in their 
homes.”

While Christina Bonham, 
the building’s former property 
manager, did speak with Mary 
about a repayment plan, Mary 
says the phone conversation did 
not go well. Bonham dismissed 
her suggestion to increase her 
rent by $50 per month to clear the 
$870 she owed.

“She said it wasn’t enough, and 
it would take too long to clear it,” 
Mary said. “She was also kind of 
snappy on the phone with me.”

Still, Bonham did refer Mary 
to the Salvation Army, which 
has partnered with York Region 
to deliver a program that helps 
tenants with rent arrears.

The program is called the 
Homelessness Prevention 
Program, and so far this year it’s 
helped more than 259 families 
avoid eviction, and paid out more 
than $700,000 in rent arrears, as 
well as assistance with mortgage 
and utility payments.

According to Captain Fred 
Reid, head pastor at the Salvation 
Army’s Northridge Community 
Church in Aurora, the program 
was developed a few years ago in 
response to the housing crisis.

“In recent years the cost 
of accommodation has just 
exploded. Housing is a huge 

concern in the Region, especially 
for those who are on low or fixed 
income,” he said.

“We work to help basically 
keep people in their homes. It’s to 
everyone’s benefit, especially the 
client, to stay where they are.”

“We pay their arrears, so they 
get a fresh start. And then there’s 
some follow up planning to 
ensure there’s some sustainability 
and some assistance.”

That follow-up may 
include case management and 
counselling, especially around 
budgeting.

“We call it a pathway of 
hope. The idea that it’s not just a 
handout. There’s an opportunity 
to start fresh, but then to 
provide some social support, 
some planning, some budgeting 
assistance, whatever is need to 
prevent this from happening 
again.”

But Reid admits the program 
has limited funding, about $1 
million a year, and eligibility 
requirements. So, it can only help 
about 300 families a year.

Still, he believes the program is 
meeting a real need, and without 
it there would be more evictions.

“It would be a huge concern. 
There would be a large volume of 
people who would be without a 
home. And it would be eviction of 
the most vulnerable populations, 
like seniors, on a fixed income, 
or those who are struggling with 
unemployment, or with medical 
health, those on disability 
pension, those kinds of things,” 
he said.

For Mary, being accepted into 
the program not only means a 
fresh start, its given her peace of 
mind.

“I can finally get a good night 
sleep,” she said.

For more information and 
how to apply to the program 
visit, www.northridgesa.com.
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Remembrance: The 80th  
Anniversary of Dieppe

August 19, 1942 was a gut 
punch felt across the nation. 
Nearly 5,000 Canadian soldiers 
came ashore in the Normandy 
region of Northern France, 
supported by 1,000 British 
commandos and 50 American 
Army Rangers.

The launch of the Dieppe Raid 
by Allied Forces, code-named 
Operation Jubilee, quickly 
descended into our nation’s 
bloodiest day of WWII.

The battle on the beaches of 
Dieppe resulted in catastrophic 
Canadian casualties with 907 
killed, 2,460 wounded, and 1,946 
captured.

Inaccurate intelligence and 
inadequate air cover made the 
landing operation disastrous as 
soldiers faced fierce enemy fire 
and barb-wired seawalls while 
struggling to get to shore.

Retreat was the only option, 
with the Allies leaving behind 
overturned tanks and thousands 
of dead and wounded soldiers 
strewn across the beach.

Private Allan Douglas 
Anderson, aged 21, from a farm 
near Egypt, and Sutton resident 
Lance Corporal Donald Smith, 
aged 24, both of the Royal 

Canadian Regiment, were killed 
on that day.

“He giveth his beloved 
sleep” reads the gravestone of 
Private Anderson where he lays 
at the Dieppe Canadian War 
Cemetery as does LCpl Smith, 
who was newly married before 
sent overseas. Their stories are 
depicted in photos (including 
Smith’s wedding picture), letters, 
and diaries at the Georgina 
Military Museum.

“They interviewed prisoners 
of war when they were released 
and debriefed a corporal 
who reported that he last saw 
Anderson on a landing craft 
tipped over from an explosion,” 
said Sid Giddings, past president 
of the museum.

“Unfortunately, the corporal 
witnessed Anderson receiving a 
shot to the head and falling in the 
water.”

Museum photos depict 
German soldiers in their best 
kit at a full military burial for 
Canadian soldiers.

“They honoured our brave men 
who didn’t flinch and created 
total havoc,” said Giddings.

On August 19th, 2022, York-
Simcoe MP Scot Davidson was 

PTE. ALLAN ANDERSON & LCPL DONALD SMITH

By DEB ROBERT
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COMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

in France as part of a Canadian 
contingent to mark the 80th 
anniversary of Dieppe. The 
delegation included WWII 
veterans and Indigenous 
organizations, along with youth 
and parliamentarians.

Accompanied by a chaplain, 
Davidson paid respects to 
Anderson and Smith, placing a 
Canadian flag, poppy, and rose 
at their gravesites. Informed 
by Davidson of the gesture, 
Sutton resident Doug Anderson 
appreciated the commemoration 
of his uncle who is his namesake.

Davidson also visited the 
Dieppe beach alongside Gordon 
Fennell, a veteran of the raid, 
now 100 years old.

“I stood with Gordon who is in 
a wheelchair. He pointed to the 
cliffs, and said, ‘This is where 
my friends were getting killed.’ 
He was going back in time and 
taking me with him.” 

Davidson gifted a 
commemorative banner signed 
by WWII veterans – with Fennell 
as the first signatory – to the 
French government. In turn, he 
received a French medallion 
celebrating the valour of our 
heroes which is now housed at 
the Georgina Military Museum 
along with a replica banner.

Davidson also brought 
to France the Chippewas of 
Georgina Island First Nation 
flag to recognize the outstanding 
contributions of Indigenous 
soldiers.

“We were so well received. It 
was a moving experience. I was 
obviously honoured to be chosen 
to go, to stand on the same beach 
where Canadians fought and 
died.”

Reflecting on the sacrifices 
made by our Canadian soldiers, 
Davidson said, “Their stories 
ended too soon.”

Christmas Tea & Sale - 
Salvation Army Georgina 
Community Church, Nov. 12, 
9 am to 12:30 pm. (1816 Metro 
Road, Jackson’s Point)

Georgina-Brock Garden Club 
- Nature Around Us, Mon. Nov 
14, 7:30 pm, Jim Craigmyle 
shares his passion of nature 
photography  Also Members’ 
Photo Competition and Craft 
Fair.  Everyone welcome. 
(Pefferlaw Lions Hall).

Keswick Santa Claus Parade 
Food Drive - Woodbine Ave, 
Nov 19, 1 pm. Look for Kinntte 
shopping carts.  Cash donations 
are accepted. 

Walk to Bethlehem - 
Cedardale Church of the 
Nazarene, Friday, Nov. 25, 6 to 
8 pm. Sat., Nov 26, 5:30 to 8 
pm (471 Pefferlaw Rd)

Remembrance Day Services,  
Nov. 11, 11 am  - Keswick & 
Sutton Cenotaphs

Sutton Legion - Upcoming 
Friday Night Dinners: 
Roast Beef, Mashed Potato, 
Veg & Roll  - Nov 18, 5 p.m. 
Liver & Onions or Hot 
Hamburg, Scallop Potatoes, 
Veg - Nov 25, 5 pm. Cost 
$15. Tickets at door.

Salvation Army Christmas 
Kettle Campaign needs 
businesses to host a kettle 
and volunteers to person the 
kettles. laurel.cunningham@
salvationarmy.com  

Pefferlaw Lions - Children’s 
Xmas Party Drive Thru, 
Sun, Dec 11, 10 am to 12 
pm. Please register no later 
than Nov. 23 at donwphilp@
gmail.com. Tel: 905-830-
2286



Air Cadets at ease while Phoenix Singers perform “In Flanders 
Fields” during service at Pefferlaw Lions Community Centre.

Remembrance Day Parade from Keswick P.S. to Keswick 
Cenotaph, led by Sutton Legion Branch 356 Colour Party.

Silver Cross Mother Anne Wilson lays wreath at Sutton 
Cenotaph. Her son Robert was killed in Afghanistan in 2008.

A R O U N D

TOWN
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ClearWater barn opens its 
doors to the public

Exactly six years ago, the 
112-year-old barn at ClearWater 
Farm burned to the ground. 
Today, looking at the brand-
new building standing where 
the historic barn once stood, you 
can’t help but feel that a Phoenix 
has arisen from the ashes.

“The barn will embody the 
vision of the whole farm,” said 
Annabel Slaight, Founding Chair 
of the Ontario Water Centre. “It 
has the potential to be a real icon 
for Georgina and show everyone 
that the people who live here care 
about nature and the whole world 
we live in.”

The new barn incorporates 
many design ideas from young 
children and was built with 
funding provided by the federal 
and provincial government and 
the private sector. There were 
also many fundraisers, and 
hundreds of volunteers donated 
their time.

The structure was erected in 
2018 with the help of timber 
framers from around North 
America who used traditional 
timber frame methods, no nails, 
just pegs. Many pegs have names 
of people who contributed.

The space upstairs commands a 
sweeping view of the lake. It can 
accommodate up to 150 people 

and will host youth and kids’ 
activities, art programs, concerts, 
and temporary art installations. 
The kitchen downstairs offers an 
opportunity for culinary arts.

Colin Dobell, Executive 
Director, stresses the importance 
of partnering with local schools 
and groups.

“We focus on education, 
environment, and the arts,” he 
said.

“We are open to organizations 
interested in hosting their own 
programs here. The building 
will also be available for private 
events.”

“It’s an unbelievable 
community resource,” adds Dave 
Neeson, Ward 3 Councillor. “It 
will bring people together and 
teach children to respect the 
environment.”

DAVE NEESON, ANNABEL SLAIGHT, SHELLY CHARLES & COLIN DOBELL

BARN AT CLEARWATER FARM

By EWA CHWOJKO-SRAWLEY

N O V E M B E R  6 ,  2 0 2 2



  11.10.2022  |  GEORGINAPOST.COM    11 n



Considering a renovation? 

Visit our Pefferlaw retail location for all 
your exterior home building needs.

Curbside pickup and delivery options available.

705-437-1734
buchnermfg.com

Mon–Fri, 9am - 5pm 155 Riverglen Dr., Unit 1, Georgina ON L4P3M3 |  www.windowsnorth.ca 

Get your quote today from your go — to  
windows and door specialists 18 Years in  
the business — and we’re still expanding!

FIND US ON  
HOME STARS

BBB  
CERTIFIED

Finance options starting at just $39/month
Fastest turnaround times on orders
 Locally owned and operated 
Seniors discounts

S P E C I A L I Z I N G  I N  W I N D O W S ,  D O O R S ,  G A R A G E  D O O R S  &  M U C H  M O R E !

WE ARE A PART OF  
YOUR COMMUNITY!

Call now 905.476.1630 for an immediate appointment
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