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NEW YEAR; NEW DIRECTION?
Has the New Year got you thinking about moving and making some changes? 
It usually starts with some research involving selling your existing property and 
taking appropriate steps from there. We are here to help you with complimentary 
market evaluation for your property. We have the EXPERIENCE YOU NEED to 
answer many of your questions about many different communities in Georgina 
and surrounding areas to include Durham, Kawarthas, Minden Hills and more. 
Start your New Year right and CALL US TODAY!
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CIVIL LITIGATION

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Keswick woman with developmental  
disability lands first job in local bakery

Baking for a living is not for the faint of heart. It’s 
a physically demanding job that requires long hours. 
But don’t tell that to Keswick’s Courtney Pinchin.

The twenty-seven-year-old is all smiles after 
landing her first-ever job at Moetarts, a micro-
bakery located at 132 High St. in Sutton that sells 
gourmet butter tarts and cookies.

COURTNEY AND MAUREEN AT MOETARTS
By MIKE ANDERSON

That’s because Courtney, who has a developmental 
disability, struggled for months to find an employer 
who would give her an opportunity.

Her mother, Tracey Hale, approached more than a 
dozen local businesses and organizations during the 
summer, hoping to find a paid or volunteer position 
for her daughter.
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1288 Millard St. on Hwy 48 south of Bloomington Rd. (905) 642-6688 | www.stouffvilletoyota.com
SERVICING ALL OF GEORGINA & SOUTH SIMCOE

Haig Has Your Vehicle Solution  
New Or  Pre-Owned Financing & Leasing

WE WILL BUY YOUR 
VEHICLE EVEN IF YOU’RE 
NOT BUYING FROM US! 
Call me at the number below…
Any make, any mileage, any age! 

Haig
haig@stouffvilletoyota.ca

HAIG (647) 223-8100
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Taxpayers are already unhappy, 
and there are major economic 
challenges coming. This is not 
the time to be moving forward 
with a $50 million Civic Centre 
that will be paid for entirely by 
Georgina taxpayers.  

As enjoyable as it might be for 
a few people to cut the ribbon on 
such a facility, the simple fact is 
that Georgina’s taxpayers are in 
no mood to support such a project 
at this time. We need leadership 
and we need  economic prudence. 

The far reaching fallout from 
Bill 23 alone, which is not yet 
fully known or budgeted, should 
be reason enough to delay this 
expensive project for at least one 
year.

Serious inflation, a slowing 
economy, hiring more town staff 
and a MURC that is over budget 
and late, are not items to be 
overlooked as we face 2023 and 
beyond.  We have many millions 
in infrastructure repairs that we 
have fallen behind on and that 
alone should give the council 
reason to pause.  

What effect will Bill 23 have 
on the MURC financing if 
Development Charges are not 
coming in as expected?  Isn’t 
the answer that taxpayers will be 
footing the bill?  

Not long ago, proponents of 

Town needs to cut expenses 
not ribbons

the MURC boasted that it would 
be paid for by developers, not by 
taxpayers.  Thanks to Doug Ford, 
the Development Charges that 
were expected won’t be coming.  
When do you plan on telling 
Georgina’s taxpayers what that 
will cost us in 2024 and beyond?  
Another 4% perhaps per year?

The MURC will cost in 
excess of $2.0 million per year 
in operating shortfall or a 4% 
increase in our taxes starting in 
2024. (4%, for most taxpayers 
that won’t actually use the 
facility, starting in 2024)

The Town should be 
announcing a hiring freeze for at 
least two years, then see where 
we are, rather than hiring 13 more 
employees that will cost over 
$1.0 million. What are taxpayers 
actually getting for that?

Proceeding with a new Civic 
Centre at this time will bring an 
avalanche of criticism of council. 
I hope all members of council 
will think about taxpayers.  Do 
the responsible thing, support a 
delay, because we simply can’t 
afford it now.

Sincerely,
WR Trainor

Ward 4, Georgina, ON

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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But no one was willing to 
accommodate Courtney, even 
though she is considered high 
functioning.

They were about to give up.
But then, in September, while 

picking up her order of butter 
tarts, Tracey asked Moetart’s 
owner Maureen (Moe) Beggs if 
she needed some help in the shop.

Maureen, often working long 
hours, up to six days a week, said 
yes.

She agreed to take on Courtney 
for a trial period to see if it was a 
good fit for both of them.

Courtney would work for free, 
but Maureen and her husband 
Rob would provide training and a 
job reference.

Flash forward four months 
later, and Courtney works two to 
three days a week at the bakery.

According to Maureen, she’s 
become indispensable, so much 
so she calls her “hands.”

“Maureen has a little bit of 
arthritis, so Courtney is doing 
a lot of the fine stuff for her. 
Helping her do the pastry, put 
the boxes together, and prepare 
the ingredients. She also does the 
dishes, sweeps up and helps with 
customers,” Tracey said.

“She loves working for 
Maureen. She adores her. They’re 
like two peas in a pod. Some days 
I come in, and they’re killing 
themselves laughing.”

“I love working with Maureen. 
She’s the best,” Courtney said.

“I’ve been learning a lot. And 
I just like spending time with her 
and interacting with the people 
who come into the shop.”

“The job has improved her 
confidence. And It has changed 
her outlook,” adds her mother.

“Everyone wants to do 
something meaningful, to 
contribute in some way. And 
that’s what it’s given her.”

Maureen and Rob are delighted 
the arrangement has worked out.

“She came here for an 
opportunity to get work 

experience. And It just bloomed. 
It’s become a win-win situation,” 
Maureen said.

“She’s not only my hands. 
She’s made her way into our 
hearts.”

“Her mom says we’ve changed 
her life. But the truth is she’s 
changing ours,” Rob added.

“She has such a positive 
outlook on life and people; it just 
rubs off on you.”

Thanks to Maureen and 
Rob, Courtney is now learning 
transferable skills, like processing 
credit and debit payments, that 
could help her gain full-time 
employment.

She has also caught the 
entrepreneurial spirit, baking her 
own artisanal dog biscuits, which 
she now sells at Moetarts.

Tracey is grateful to Maureen 
and Rob for allowing Courtney to 
work at their bakery.

“People with developmental 
disabilities need someone to give 
them a chance. Everybody is a 
little bit different, but different 
is good. And everyone has 
something to offer this world,” 
she said.

“Courtney is so happy. When 
she goes to work, she says, ‘Mom, 
it’s not like it’s a job. I love it!’”

BAKERY  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

COURTNEY PREPS BUTTER TARTS FOR SALE
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1,300 sign petition to cancel 
Baldwin East aerodrome

KAREN WOLFE  AND JIM KEENAN

By MIKE ANDERSON

Pefferlaw residents are 
stepping up their efforts to stop 
the Baldwin East aerodrome 
from getting off the ground.

A House of Commons 
petition, drafted by Karen Wolfe, 
calling on Transport Minister 
Omar Alghabra to reverse his 
recent approval of the project, 
has received more than 1,300 
signatures.

Wolfe, a journalist and 
spokesperson for the Pefferlaw 
Area Ratepayers (PAR), is 
confident that more people will 
sign before the petition closes on 
March 13.

The 350-acre aerodrome with 
two all-weather landing strips, 
a hangar and outbuildings, 
proposed by Sutton Airport 
Development Inc., is slated to 
be built near the intersection 
of Stoney Batter Rd and Old 
Homestead Rd in Pefferlaw, with 
construction beginning this year.

However, residents, 
environmental groups and 
the Town of Georgina have 
raised concerns that the 1.2 
million cubic metres of fill 
required to build the aerodrome, 
especially if contaminated, 

would significantly impact 
an environmentally sensitive 
area comprised of wetlands, 
groundwater aquifers, natural 
habitats and a creek that flows 
into Lake Simcoe.

“The positive thing about 
this petition is the guy who 
actually gave the green light to 
this project is going to have to 
defend his decision once this 
petition gets tabled in the House 
of Commons,” Wolfe said.

“It’s also going to give our 
MP Scot Davidson another 
opportunity in the House of 
Commons to raise the issue.”

Wolfe says the petition also 
helps keep residents engaged.

“People want to do something. 
They can’t go out there and stop 
it. But they can put their name 
on a federal petition that will 
be presented in the House of 
Commons. And I think they’re 
going to feel good about that,” 
she said.

Wolfe said PAR is also starting 
a flyer campaign this week to help 
build support, attract volunteers, 
and raise donations for the cause.

“We’re hopefully going to 
CONT. ON PAGE 8
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Queensville Players perform 
groundbreaking play
By MICHELLE POIRIER

The Queensville Players, 
Georgina’s community theatre 
group, will perform The Laramie 
Project as their first production of 
the year at the Stephen Leacock 
Theatre in Keswick on February 
23, 24, 25, and 26.

The Laramie Project is a 
groundbreaking play by Moisés 
Kaufman and the Tectonic 
Theatre Project. It was first 
produced in 2000 as a response 
to the brutal 1998 murder of 
Matthew Shepard, a young gay 
man, in Laramie, Wyoming.

Jamie Defoe Lavigne, who 
is producing and playing a role 
in the QP production, said they 
chose this play because it’s still 
relevant and brings awareness to 
LGBTQ+ issues.

“It brings an important 
message that needs to be heard 
in our community, especially 
being a small community, that’s 
not maybe exposed to different 
issues surrounding the LGBTQ+ 
community,” she said.

Lavigne said that hatred 
towards the LGBTQ+ 
community persists more than 
twenty years after the play was 
first produced, citing the mass 
shooting on November 19, 2022, 
at an LGBTQ+ nightclub in 
Colorado Springs, which left five 
people killed and 25 injured.

She also said negative views 

of the LGBTQ+ community 
continue to be spread on social 
media.

According to Lavigne, recent 
posts supporting the decision of 
Philadelphia Flyers defencemen 
Ivan Provorov to boycott his 
team’s Pride night before the 
January 17 NHL game reflects 
this. 

“It’s still happening, and I 
think too many people have just 
swept it under the carpet,” she 
said. 

Lavigne recently got a 
wakeup call when she read 
several comments in response 
to her casting call on Facebook. 
It showed her that there is 
still a lack of understanding 
around LGBTQ+ issues in our 
community.

According to Lavigne, a 
person in one Facebook group 
took issue with the gender-
inclusive language used in her 
post. Lavigne ended up shutting 
off commenting, as the comments 
crossed a line for her.

“People are thinking it, but to 
be so bold as to come out and put 
it in a public forum, I was like, 
wow,” she said.

Leah Sheridan, the co-founder 
of Georgina Pride, is glad that the 
play is being performed here.

CONT. ON PAGE 8

LARAMIE, WYOMING
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raise awareness around this 
issue because there’s still a lot 
of people who really don’t know 
what’s going on,” she said.

“By taking these flyers door-
to-door, we can engage the 
homeowner. And the more we do 
that, the stronger we become.”

Wolfe says PAR is also meeting 
with local officials, including MP 
Scot Davidson, MPP Caroline 
Mulroney, and York Region 
Chair Wayne Emmerson to 
discuss the issue.

Emmerson, for instance, was 
asked if Old Homestead Rd 
could be designated a half-load 
road year-round, potentially 
reducing the amount of fill each 
dump truck could take to the site.

According to the company, 
120,000 dump truck loads of 
fill — approximately 100 a day 
— will be required to build the 
aerodrome over three years.

PAR is also requesting that 
the Town of Georgina strictly 

enforce its site alteration bylaw, 
permitting the company to dump 
only Table 1 soils or topsoil.

It also wants the Town to reject 
any fill from a transfer station, 
as there is a significant risk, 
according to Wolfe, that it may 
be contaminated.

Although she acknowledges 
that PAR, with limited financial 
resources, faces an uphill battle 
against the federal government, 
Wolfe is cautiously optimistic.

“I feel much more positive 
now than I did in early December. 
I’m thrilled by the response and 
support we’ve gotten from the 
community,” she said.

“There’s a lot of power in 
people, and hopefully, it will 
have an effect.”

To sign the petition, visit www.
petitions.ourcommons.ca.

To volunteer or donate to 
PAR’s campaign, call (705) 437-
1216 or email Karenwolfegp@
gmail.com.

“LGBTQ+ people are still 
being murdered, mistreated, 
bullied, and treated differently 
because of who they are. The 
amount of suicide as well is 
astounding. The story needs to be 
heard over and over again until 
people understand,” she said.

She said a table will be set up 
in the Stephen Leacock Theatre 
lobby before each performance to 
provide information about what 
they offer in the community.

While QP has become known 
for their musical productions, 
The Lamarie Project, with its 
serious subject matter, represents 
a departure for the group. But that 
may be a good thing, according to 
Lavigne. “We want to let people 
know that we’re not just a group 
that puts on some fun plays, and 
that’s it, we’re also here to make 
you think, we’re also here to put 
art forward in the community,” 
she said.

Lavigne also hopes a 

groundbreaking play, like The 
Lamarie Project, will help raise 
the profile of the theatre group in 
the community.

“We want people to come out 
and enjoy our shows. At this 
point, it’d be nice if we had some 
community backing. Let’s not 
drive to the city for a Mirvish 
production when we have some 
awesome quality theatre right 
here in town.”

While it is a serious play, 
Lavigne said people should 
come to see it because there are 
touching moments, and it is a 
piece that will make you think 
and start conversations with 
friends and family.

“The play still moves people 
because it humanizes the story; 
it gives the story from each 
person’s perspective,” she said.

For more information and 
to purchase tickets, visit www.
queensvilleplayers.ca.

PETITION CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

PLAY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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COMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sutton Legion - Friday Night 
Dinner, Friday, Jan 27, 5 - 
6:30 p.m. Roast Beef, Roasted 
Potatoes & Vegetables ($15) (21 
East St, Sutton)

Sutton Legion - Friday Night 
Dinner, Friday, Feb 10, 5 - 6:30 
p.m.  Liver and Onions or Hot 
Hamburger with scalloped 
potatoes and veg ($15) 

Jericho Youth Services - Pre-
teen Dance (Ages 9-13), Ice 
Palace Hall, Friday, Jan 27, 
7 p.m. - 10 p.m. Tickets $12 
available until before 5:30 pm 
January 27th at Global Pets, 
Glenwoods Plaza (Keswick), 
and before 1 pm Jericho Office, 
The Link, Sutton. PLEASE buy 
your ticket before the Friday of 
the dance, as we are usually sold 
out. (90 Wexford Dr, Keswick)

The Pop-Up Vendors Winter 
Market - Kin Community Hall, 
Sun, February 5, 10 a.m. - 3 

p.m. Lot’s of vendors, bakers, 
empanadas, spices, live 
music. Thepopupguy100@
gmail.com (15 Fairpark Lane, 
Sutton)

SnoFest - The ROC - 
Saturday, Feb 11, 2 to 8 pm 
Come out to SnoFest and 
enjoy frosty outdoor fun for 
the whole family! Join us for 
activities, live entertainment, 
games, the snow globe 
dance party, food and more. 
Admission to this event is 
free. (26479 Civic Centre Rd, 
Keswick)

Kinette Club of Sutton - $2 
Clothing Sale, Kin Hall, 
February 25, 10 a.m. - 2 
p.m. Buy your basics or find 
something that surprises you. 
Go ahead and splurge, it’s 
only $2! Cash only! No early 
birds please! (15 Fairpark 
Lane, Sutton)

OBITUARY

Buck, Deborah Louise 

Peacefully at Markham 
Stouffville Hospital on 
Wednesday, December 14, 
2022 at the age of 72 years. 

Loving mother of Holly 
Bowen (BJ Wortman) and 
Matthew Bowen (Sophie 
Yu). Cherished grandmother 
of Jeremy Wortman, Hannah 
Wortman and Hazel Bowen. 
Dear sister of Marianne Van 
Osch (Walter),Neil Buck 
(Barb), Peter Buck (Pat) and 
Denise Ott (Peter). Sister-
in-law to Aline Buck and 
Melanie Buck Predeceased by her brothers Larry Buck and Eddie 
Buck. Fondly remembered by her nieces and nephews Anthony, 
Peter, Lynn, Tim, Ryan, Darren, Jason, Amanda, Michael, Tammy, 
Samantha, Jonathan, Jessica and Adam. Deborah will also be 
remembered by her extended family and friends.

Cremation has taken place. A Celebration of Life was held in the 
chapel of Forrest & Taylor Funeral Home Sutton, Sunday, January 
8. Memorial donations to a charity of your choice would be 
appreciated by the family.

Memorial condolences may be made at www.forrestandtaylor.com.



The Mayor and Council’s New Year’s Levee was held at the ROC 
on January 14. Families enjoyed a free breakfast, cooked by 
ROC staff and served by Georgina Council. There was also free 
tubing, skiing, snowboarding and tobogganing. 

Pefferlaw has a new restaurant!  Taps n’ Tracks offers breakfast, 
lunch and dinner.  There’s a great selection of smash burgers 
and hand-breaded chicken sandwiches. Everything is made 
from scratch!

A R O U N D

TOWN

Georgina Chamber of Commerce hosted Lunch & Learn at 
The Link on January 18. Speakers from Town of Georgina and 
South Lake Futures discussed grants, loans & opportunities in 
Georgina.
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How to get help for your 
small business in Georgina

As we emerge from the 
pandemic, more and more 
people are considering starting 
a small business. But operating 
one isn’t easy, and navigating 
post-pandemic uncertainty is a 
challenge.

Statistics show that roughly a 
third of new businesses fail within 
their first two years, and half 
exit within their first five years. 
So it’s vital that small business 
owners gain the expertise they 
need to survive and prosper. 

An excellent place to start 
is the Georgina Chamber of 
Commerce, which offers many 
programmes, including ‘Lunch 
and Learn’ sessions, which are 
open to everyone.

Each one focuses on different 
topics. The latest session targeted 
grants and loans, and the interest 
was such that the event was sold 
out!

Amanda Stewart, Small 
Business Advisor with South 
Lake Futures, told us, “We 
provide loans from federal funds 
at lower rates than banks can 
offer. There are specific grants for 
restaurants, tourism, innovation, 
and more.”

She also warned everyone to 
stay linked: “You must follow 
us on social media and be on 
the mailing list because changes 
happen quickly.”

Workshops and one-on-one 
consultations, for example, 
meeting with an accountant or 
marketing specialist, are also 
available through South Lake 
Futures. 

Sean Columbus, Economic 
Development Officer with the 
Town of Georgina, explained 
how small businesses can access 
cultural grants. 

He said, “There are grants 
available to celebrate the culture 
of Georgina, as well as to 

promote tourism in our town.”
He highlighted that, because 

of COVID, many fees are 
reduced or even waived for small 
businesses.

New in Georgina is Yspace. 
They offer many programmes, 
identifying, in particular, the 
need for online marketing, which 
requires businesses owners to 
have digital skills. Free sessions 
start in February and run until the 
end of April.

Meghan Bold, owner of 
the new business ‘Bold Steps 
Dance Studio’ and one of the 
participants, commented, “To 
be successful, you have to be 
visible in the community and 
support everything local. I am 
attending this event to learn how 
to create more awareness about 
my business.”

GTTI also offers a free seminar 
series to help entrepreneurs; 
topics include business planning, 
tax and accounting and legal 
issues. The seminars start on 
March 8. They’re available 
in person or via Zoom on 
Wednesday nights, from 7 to 9 
p.m. 

The best place to start for any 
Georgina business is to check 
out the websites for the Chamber 
of Commerce, the Town of 
Georgina, South Lake Futures, 
Yspace and GTTI:

Georgina Chamber of 
Commerce: https://www.
georginachamber.com/

Town of Georgina, Economic 
Development: https://www.
georgina.ca/doing-business/
economic-development

South Lake Futures: https://
southlakefutures.ca/

Yspace: https://www.georgina.
ca/doing-business/economic-
development/yspace

GTTI: https://www.gtti.ca/
training/upcoming-program.

By EWA CHWOJKO-SRAWLEY



I hear that the law regarding the “custody” of children has 
recently changed.  What are the main changes?    

Since March 1, 2021, the old language of “custody” and “access” was 
removed from the Divorce Act and all other provincial legislation – this 
supposed “winner” and “loser” language has been relegated to the past.  
The new terms that are now used are “decision-making responsibility” 
(replacing “custody”) and “parenting time” (replacing “access”).

Upon making a parenting order, the Court must only consider what is in 
the best interests of the child.  Consideration that the Court must give 
and factors that the Court must consider are thoroughly listed in the 
Divorce Act.      

The Court shall give primary consideration to the child’s physical, 
emotional and psychological safety, security and well-being.

The Court must look to a number of listed factors including (only some 
of which are highlighted in this article):

•  The child’s needs, given the age and stage of development, such 
as the child’s need for stability;

•  The child’s views and preferences, giving due weight to the child’s 
age and maturity, unless they cannot be ascertained; and

•  The child’s cultural, linguistic, religious and spiritual upbringing 
and heritage, including Indigenous upbringing and heritage.    

The Court has specifically been directed to take any type of domestic 
violence into consideration; domestic violence can include physical abuse, 
psychological abuse, sexual abuse, financial abuse and threatening to 
damage or damaging property, and threatening to or actually harming 
or killing an animal.

Finally, a parent who wishes to relocate with a child must give the other 
parent 60 days’ formal notice to allow the other parent time if that parent 
objects to the proposed relocation.  The Canada Department of Justice 
has a useful form that can be found at www.justice.gc.ca/eng/fl-df/
divorce/nrf-fad.html.

As mentioned, the new changes have attempted to remove the winner 
and loser language from the parenting law lingo; however, there is still no 
presumption for equal parenting time (half the time with each parent).  

If you are thinking of (or in the process of) separating or getting a 
divorce, it is crucial to get legal advice at the earliest opportunity. 
Sound legal advice at the very beginning can help you put your best foot 
forward at Court, identify potential hurdles or pitfalls and make a plan 
to best overcome them, simplify issues moving forward, and negotiate 
with your ex-partner prior to court intervention.

www.donnellgroup.ca
905.476.9100

Ask The Expert
with Kevin Zaldin
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so much worry... so much time... 
so much to do!

me...

Contact Brian Porter, Director, for advice 
and care at 416.483.0070(office) and 
905.758.2486(cell).

                                         : Helen Huang                                   
           : 416.880.6889 h.huang@laservices.ca 20 years of the best care for seniors 

• Care at home and in other residential 
 settings 
• Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 
 24/7 care
• Personal and customized services 
 for every situation
• Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, 
 Alzheimer’s, Dementia, Diabetes, 
 Cancer Care, etc.
•  Personal care: hygiene, bathing, 
 and dressing
•  Meal planning and preparation
•  Light housekeeping; laundry
•  Escorting to appointments; shopping
• Joyful companionship…
 and so much more



Considering a renovation? 

Visit our Pefferlaw retail location for all 
your exterior home building needs.

Curbside pickup and delivery options available.

705-437-1734
buchnermfg.com
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Mon–Fri, 9am - 5pm 155 Riverglen Dr., Unit 1, Georgina ON L4P3M3 |  www.windowsnorth.ca 

Get your quote today from your go — to  
windows and door specialists 18 Years in  
the business — and we’re still expanding!

FIND US ON  
HOME STARS

BBB  
CERTIFIED

Finance options starting at just $39/month
Fastest turnaround times on orders
 Locally owned and operated 
Seniors discounts

S P E C I A L I Z I N G  I N  W I N D O W S ,  D O O R S ,  G A R A G E  D O O R S  &  M U C H  M O R E !

WE ARE A PART OF  
YOUR COMMUNITY!

Call now 905.476.1630 for an immediate appointment


